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CHAPTER  I. 


But  she,  B8  one  nigh  of  her  wits  deprived, 
With  nought  bat  ghasUy  lookes  him  answered ; 
Like  to  a  ghost,  that  lately  is  revived 
From  Stygian  shores  where  late  it  wandered  : 
So  both  at  her,  and  each  at  other  wondered. 

Spensek. 

*'  Oh  !  what  shall  I  do  ? — where  can  I  go  ?— 
will  nobody  help  me  f^  were  the  cries  of  a  little 
girl  about  four  years  old,  as  she  stood  trembling 
and  weeping  at  the  entrance  to  a  piece  of  mea* 
dow  land  near  the  sea-port  town  of  Wey* 
mouth.  The  only  individual  in  sight  was  a 
stout-made  elderly  gentleman,  mounted  upon  a 
superb  grey  horse,  apparently  as  quiet  and  as 
playful  as  a  lamb,  for  while  it  walked  soberly 
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and  steadily  along,  it  pricked  up  its  ears,  tossed 
its  head,  and  indulged  in  many  other  little  plea- 
santries that  mark  high  breeding. 

The  rider  was  habited  in  a  dress  that  corres- 
ponded with  the  beau-ideal  of  a  clerical  farmer, 
well  to  do  in  the  world,  and  fond  of  the  g(xxl 
things  of  this  life.  He  listened  to  the  waitings  of 
the  little  mourner,  and  as  he  reined  in  his  beau- 
tiful animal  to  a  stand-still,  he  exclaimed,  — 
"  Fie — fie,  little  girl  !  so  young,  and  begging  ! 
there,  go — go — go— go  home  ;  mustn'^t  beg  ; 
never  beg ;  bad  habit,  begging."^ 

The  girl  gazed  earnestly  in  his  face  for  a  mo- 
ment or  two  to  read  its  expression  (for  children 
are  apt  scholars  in  the  study  of  the  human  coun- 
tenance), and  finding  that,  though  reproof  was 
on  the  tongue,  there  yet  was  benevolence  in  the 
look,  she  approached  still  nearer  to  the  gentle- 
man, and  in  mournful  accents,  exclaimed,  "  Oh, 
sir,  mammy  is  dying !  she  is  going  to  leave  little 
Hammy  and  me;  but,  she  says  she  canH  die 
without  the  minister.^ 
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"  What  —  what  !^  enquired  the  person  ad- 
dressed, in  a  tone  of  eagerness,  <^  is  she  dying, 
and  wants  the  clergyman?  Run — run,  little 
ghi ;  run  to  that  white  house  !^  pointing  to  an 
elegant  mansion  some  quarto:  of  a  mile  distant, 
^^  run — run,  the  minitter  lives  there.*" 

**  I  Ve  heen,  sir,^  readied  the  child,  still  crying, 
^^  but  he  says  he  can*t  come,  sir,  because  he  ^s 
going  to  read  prayers  at  the  church.'" 

^  Did  you  tell  him  your  mother  was  dying, 
eh,  little  girl  — eh  ?^  inquired  the  gentle- 
man. 

^  Oh  yes,  sir,^  answered  the  child,  'f  I  told 
him  everything ;  but  he  said  he  couldn't  spare 
time  for  strolling  vagrants.^ 

^And  is  she  so  near  her  end,  my  child  ?"*' 
asked  the  gentleman  as  he  bent  his  earnest 
attention  to  the  girl's  face,  for  the  purpose  at 
detecting  if  poasiUe  whether  there  was  any 
intended  imposition. 

But  the  grief  of  the  child  was  evidently 
unaffected  as  ahe  replied,  "Oh,  sir;  mammy 
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says  she  shall  never  rise  again.  Oh,  sir,  she  is 
dying — she  is  dying  !^ 

"  Make  haste  to  the  town,  then,**  urged  the 
gentleman,  "  run  —  run  !  or  stop  here,  and  I 
will  ride  in  and  send '^ 

''  I\e  been  to  the  town,  sir,''  answered  the 
weeping  girl,  "  but  nobody  will  come,  and  mo- 
ther is  dying !  Oh,  sir,  do,  pray  help  her,  and 
do  not  let  her  die." 

This  was  uttered  in  such  wild  accents  of 
real  sorrow  that  a  tear  trembled  in  the  eye  of  the 
horseman  as  he  solemnly  responded,  as  if  in  con- 
verse with  his  own  thoughts,  "  Life  and  death 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  King  of  Kings  alone,"^ 
and  then  hastily  added,  *'  weU — well — well,  little 
girl,  where  is  she  P  where  is  your  mother  ?^  and 

• 

then  again  communing  with  himself,  be  mur- 
mured, ^^  And  am  not  I  a  minister?  an  anointed 
minister?'^  his  hastiness  of  speech  returned, 
*<  Yes — yes ;  take  me  to  your  mother,  little  girl ; 
take  me  to  your  mother.  Where  is  she  ?^ 
<<  She's  in  the  field  here,  rir ;  we^ve  been  there 
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all  ni^t,  for  mother  had  no  money  to  get  lodg- 
ings,^ replied  the  child,  running  with  eagerness 
to  open  the  gate,  through  which  the  gentleman 
having  passed,  she  again  ran  on  before  him  as 
fast  as  her  little  legs  could  carry  her  towards 
a  hay-fttack    that    stood  near   the   hedge  in  a 
comer  of  the  meadow.      On  reaching  it  she 
disappeared  for  a  moment  behind  it,  and  then 
again  emerging,  she  exclaimed  *^  Mammy  is  not 
dead,  sir,  but  she  cannot  speak  to  me  !     Oh,  do 
save  her,  sir,  —  do  save  her,  for  the  sake  of  little 
Hammy  and  me  !^ 

**  Poor  child  !"  said  the  gentleman,  dismount- 
ing from  his  horse,  and  throwing  the  reins  over 
a  broken  fence  that  had  once  served  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  stack  from  cattle,  he  patted  the 
neck  of  his  proud  steed,  which  seemed  rest- 
less  under  such  restraint,  ^' Stand  still,  Gus- 
tarus  r  said  he,  and  the  animal  immediately 
obeyed.  The  prl  eagerly  watched  his  move- 
ments, and  then,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  he 
suffered  himself  to  be  conducted  to  the  back  of 
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the  stack,  where  a  scene  presented  itself  that  was 
well  calculated  to  appal  the  generous  sympathies 
of  humanity,  whilst  it  humbled  the  aspirings  of 
mortal  pride. 

On  a  wide  space  between  the  hedge  and  the 
stack,  a  female  lay  extended  upon  a  plaid  cloak, 
with  her  head  pillowed  by  some  loose  hay  that 
had  been  collected  for  the  purpose.  She  was 
emaciated  in  person,  and  the  pallid  hue  of  death 
upon  her  brow  was  unnaturally  contrasted  by 
the  reddened  flush  of  fever  on  the  cheeks ;  her 
skin  was  delicately  fair,  and  a  single  glance  re- 
vealed that  in  brighter,  happier  times,  she  had 
l)een  one  of  Nature's  most  lovely  flowers.  H^r 
large  blue  eyes  were  glistening  and  bright,  but 
it  was  only  that  glassy  appearance  which  is 
frequently  the  precursor  of  dissolution;  the 
thin  white  hands  were  clasped  upon  the  breast ; 
the  gold  wedding-ring,  mocking,  by  its  ample 
dimensions,  the  shrunk  and  wasted  finger  on 
which  it  was  placed.  Her  dress  was  that  of 
gentility  in  decay,  as  if  the  ftding  remnants  of 
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better  days  supplied  a  last  and  only  resouroe. 
By  her  »de  lay  a  remarkably  fine  boy  about 
two  years  old,  wbo  aeemed  by  the  traces  of  tears 
upon  bis  face  to  have  cried  himself  to  sleep. 

To  witueaa  such  a  flpectade  unmoTed  was  im- 
possible, and  the  visitor  who  ndW  approached 
gave  ample  indication  that  he  possessed  the  best 
fiedings  of  the  human  heart.  He  bent  down 
over  the  dying  woman,  and  put  several  ques- 
tions ;  but  the  mdancludy  satisfaction  of  reply 
was  denied,  as  she  was  unaUe  to  articulate  a 
single  word.  Still  Ae  was  perfectly  sensible, 
and,  placing  her  hands  together  in  the  attitude 
of  supjdication,  she  looked  imploringly  in  his 
£Me.  The  appeal  was  understood— the  kind- 
hearted  man  drew  an  ample  silk-handkerchief 
from  his  pocket,  and,  spreading  it  on  the  ground, 
be  kndt  down;  then,  taking  off  his  hat,  he 
placed  it  carefully  on  some  clean  hay,  and, 
raismg  his  hands  in  prayer,  he  bowed  his  head 
in  silence. 

A  wild  hysterical  chuckling  of  grateful  delight 
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rattled  in  the  woman^s  throat  as  she  witnessed 
this  demonstration ;  she  held  up  her  own  wax- 
like  hands  in  token  that  it  was  comprehended. 
The  girl  knelt  by  her  mother's  liead ;  and  there, 
beneath  the  canopy  of  heaven,  in  the  temple  not 
made  with    hands, — whilst    the    wild   flowers 
breathed  their  perfume  in  the  hedges,  and  the 
foliage  looked  beautiful  in  its  early  verdure,-— 
did  the  hearts  of  the  living  and  the  dying  com- 
mune with  their  Maker.     At  first  the  humble 
petition  was  offered  up  in  solemn  stillness ;  but 
the  earnest  and  imploring  look  of  the  woman 
had  a  wider  meaning.     This,  too^  was  under- 
stood ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  sonorous  and 
deep-toned  voice  of  the  minister  was  heard  plead* 
ing  before  the  omnipotent  Judge,  from  whose 
decision  there  is  no  i^peal.     His  hastiness  of 
utterance  was  gone ;  his  words  came  forth  clearly 
articulated — alow,  solemn,  and  impressive. 

*<  Oh  God,  the  Father  of  heaven !  whose 
mercy  is  without  bound,  fiom  thy  eternal  throne 
look  down  upon  this  my  dying  sister  of  the 
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dust.  Alleviate  Iier  bodily  pain  by  the  word  of 
thy  power;  forgive  all  her  sins  through  the 
mediation  of  a  divine  Redeemer ;  strengthen  her 
faith  whilst  passing  through  the  dark  valley  of 
ihe  shadow  of  death ;  and  as  thy  righteous  rod 
has  bowed  her  down  in  tribulation,  so  also  let 
thy  holy  staff  support  her  in  the  hour  of  disso- 
lution,  and  finally  bring  her  to  thine  everlasting 
rest.'' 

The  minister  paused ;  for  the  sound  of  merry 
voices  and  the  dattmng  of  horses^  hoofs,  as  well 
as  the  neighing  of  recognition  from  *^  Gustavus,^ 
came  upon  the  breese ;  and,  in  another  minute 
or  two,  a  numerous  and  splendid  cavalcade 
appeared  upon  the  scene  of  action.  Amongst 
them  were  many  of  the  handsomest  and 
bravest  of  England^s  pride,  bearing  the  insignia 
of  nobility ;  there  were  officers  of  the  navy  and 
the  army  in  their  rich  uniforms,  displaying  the 
highest  rank  in  both  services ;  but  every  tongue 
was  hushed— every  one  dismounted — every  head 
was  uncovered,  when  they  beheld  the  positiou 
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of  the  reverend  minister.  The  woman  glared  at 
the  gorgeous  spectacle — it  seemed  to  bewilder 
her  mind ;  and,  as  if  desirous  of  shutting  out 
the  world,  with  all  its  pomps  and  vanities,  she 
dosed  her  eyes  as  the  prayer  proceeded. 

"  Almighty  Ruler,**  continued  the  minister, 
'^  thy  searching  eye  already  knoweth  the  trans- 
gressions and  the  sorrows  of  this  thy  suffering 
creature  here  before  thee,  now  trembling  upon  tlie 
brink  of  the  grave ;  help  her  to  call  upon  thee 
in  this  last  trying  hour  for  pardon  and  for  peace, 
through  the  merits  of  that  Saviour  who  was 
chastised  for  our  iniquities,  and  who  expired  on 
the  cross  that  we  might  be  saved.^ 

A  tranquil  smile  settled  on  the  woman'*s  fea» 
tures,  and  her  moving  lips  gave  indication  that 
her  heart  was  in  earnest  prayer.  The  minister 
observed  it,  and  his  utterance  became  more  firm 
and  persuasive ;  and  as  the  big  round  tears  suc- 
ceeded each  other  down  his  cheeks,  he  con- 
tinued — 

''Oh!  let  the  still  small  voice  of  supplication. 
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though  unheard  by  mortal  ear%  ascend  to  the 
footstool  of  thy  throne.  Remove  the  crown  of 
thorns  which  the  frailty  of  human  nature  may 
have  placed  upon  har  head,  and  pour  upon  her 
the  healing  bafan  of  sovereign  grace,  to  wash  out 
every  guilty  stain."" 

Here  his  vcnoe  faltered  with  emotion,  and  for 
several  minutes  his  entreaties  were  only  known 
to  that  great  Being  to  whom  they  were  ad- 
dressed. The  woman,  too,  seemed  to  be  simi- 
larly engaged,  whilst  every  soul  in  that  assem- 
bled group  acknowledged  the  presence  of  the 
Dei^.  At  length  the  minister  resumed,  and 
concluded  his  prayer,  saying, — 

'*'  Oh  God,  the  Father  of  heaven,  have  mercy 
upon  us  miserable  sinners,  and  so  teach  us  to 
number  our  days  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
unto  wisdom.'" 

The  female  opa:ied  her  eyes,  and  extended  one 
band  to  the  oracle  of  peace ;  with  the  other  she 
directed  bis  attention  to  her  children. 

**  Yes — ^yes,"  replied  he,  "  they  shall  be  taken 
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care  of,  my  poor  woman ;  but  can  nothing  be 
done  ?"''  He  beckoned  to  one  of  the  numerous 
party,  who  immediately  advanced,  and,  as  if 
well  accustomed  to  such  operations,  he  felt  the 
pulse,  placed  his  hand  upon  the  heart,  examined 
the  pupil  of  the  eye,  and  then  shook  his  head. — 
**  Is  there  no  hope,  doctor?^  inquired  the  still 
kneeling  minister. 

"  No,  Sire,^  returned  the  physician — "  none. 
All  in  your  Majcsty^s  dominions  could  not  save 
her.'' 

The  question  and  rejoinder,  though  spoke  only 
in  whispers,  was  not  unheard  by  the  female ;  it 
seemed  to  rally  life  back  to  its  stronghold.  She 
involuntarily,  and  without  help,  sat  upri^t; 
a  gaze  of  intense  eagerness  was  bent  upon  the 
monarch'^s  countenance;  the  last  effort  of  ex- 
piring nature  was  put  forth,  and,  grasping  the 
aovereign^g  arm,  she  exclaimed,  *<  My  king-^my 
husband — my  children  T  Her  latest  breath 
departed  with  the  words ;  her  grasp  relaxed,  and 
she  fell  backward — a  corpse. 
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During  the  foregoing  proceeding  the  girl 
inained   a   ulent  but  weeping  spectator;    but 
when  she  saw  her  mother  fall,  and  became  con- 
vinced  that  she  was  dead,  she  threw  her  little 
arms  round  her  neck,  laid  her  head  upon  the 
bosom  on    whidi  ^e  had   so  often    hung  in 
infancy,  whikt  her  piercing  shrieks  rung  wOdly 
through   the  air,   and  awakened  the  sleeping 
boy,  who  rubbed  his  drowsy  eyes,  smiled  play- 
fully as  he  behdd  the  prancing  horses  and  the 
glittering  uniforms — ^then  turning  to  the  dead 
he  hid  his  face  in  the  cloak. 

The  king  arose  from  his  kneeling  position, 
gave  directions  to  his  attendants  relative  to  the 
body  of  the  departed,  and  ordered  inquiries  to 
be  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  were  any  relatives  or  friends  in 
existence  to  whose  bounty  and  care  the  sur- 
vivors might  lay  claim. 

^  And  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  children 
in  the  mean  time,  sire  ?^  asked  the  confidential 
servant  who  had  received  the  instructions^ 
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^<  Let  them  be  taken  care  of,  and  provided 
for,^  replied  the  monarch,  looking  with  kindly 
feelings  of  benevolence  on  the  bereaved ;  **  the 
queen  will  decide  the  rest.  Yes,  yes,  yes,  must 
show  the  poor  things  to  Charlotte.*" 

The  royal  cavalcade  remounted  and  withdrew 
irom  a  scene  in  which  the  King  of  Terrors 
had  shown  his  sovereignty  before  the  greatest 
monarch  in  the  universe,  and  princes  had  re- 
ceived an  important  moral  lesson  on  the  insta- 
bility of  human  life. 

And  what  is  death  ? — a  fearful  mystery  that 
is  ever  before  us!  Youth,  manhood,  beauty, 
-—all  that  is  brave  and  honourable,  all  that  is 
great  and  good,  fall  before  the  tjrrant;  and 
those  who  have  loved  and  cherished  the  living, 
turn  with  dread  and  disgust  from  the  corpse, 
thrusting  it  hastily  from  their  sight  as  a  loath- 
some thing.  There  is  a  chilling  horror  in  listen- 
ii^  to  the  groaning  of  the  screws  as  they  confine 
the  coffin-lid  over  features  that  are  well  ranenn 
bered  in  the  heart,  and  over  motionlesB  hands 
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that  once  were  pressed  with  the  ardency  of  warm 
affection.  And  what  is  life  ?— the  soldier  and 
sailor  traffic  in  it  at  a  few  pence  a  day  I 

In  about  an  hour  a  hearse  arrived  at  the  spot 
in  which  the  body  was  deposited,  and  the  chil- 
dren followed  in  a  close  carriage  which  had  been 
sent  for  the  purpose  by  the  worthy  physician, 
the  girl  weeping  as  if  her  heart  would  break ; 
the  boy,  unconscious  of  his  loss,  delighted 
with  the  novelty  of  his  situation  as  the  'melan* 
choly  procession  passed  through  the  assembled 
crowds,  who  had  gleaned  some  circumstances 
connected  with  the  occurrence  from  persons  in 
his  Majesty^s  suite,  and  had  thronged  together 
through  curiosity  to  witness  the  spectacle,  as 
well  as  to  express  their  admiration  of  the  pa- 
ternal scdicitude  of  their  royal  master. 

Admirable  are  those  inquisitions  in  England 
which  so  promptly  investigate  the  causes  of 
sudden  death ;  and  though  it  must  be  admitted 
that  in  numerous  instances  the  presiding  officers 
were  extremdy  illiterate  men,  yet  they  generally 
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possessed  plain  common  sense  and  sterling  ho- 
nesty. A  coroner's  jury  was  summoned ; — the 
supremacy  of  the  law  was  established  by  tlie 
Sovereign  making  his  deposition ; — the  children 
were  questioned,  but  nothing  could  be  elicited 
except  from  the  girl,  who  stated  that  she  had 
lived  in  a  pretty  cottage  with  her  parents,  had 
been  turned  out  from  it,  and  her  father  taken 
away,— she  had  crossed  a  wide  pond  of  water 
with  her  mother, — had  travelled  on  foot  many 
days  till  they  reached  a  great  town,  and  went  to 
the  king'^s  house,  but  finding  he  was  not  tliere, 
they  had  again  set  out ;-— her  mother  had  sick- 
ened on  the  road  the  evening  previously  to  her 
dissolution ;  — destitute  of  money  to  procure 
lodging  or  food,  she  had  laid  her  on  her  death- 
bed, — the  child  had  gathered  hay  for  her  pillow, 
— 4he  night  was  passed  beneath  the  canopy  of 
heaven,  and  the  last  consolations  of  religion  had 
been  adininisteiied  by  the  royal  defender  of  the 
fidth. 

There  was  no  due  as  to  whence  they  came» 
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or  the  purport  of  their  journey,  except  the  fid- 
lowing  letter,  written  in  a  bold  fiee  hand,  which 
was  found  in  the  pocket  of  the  woman :  the  di- 
rection was  torn  off,  but  the  other  part  was  un- 
touched. 

^^DkaREST,   DEARB8T   ElLEN, 

^^  My  hard-hearted  brother  is  inexorable  ; 
he  has  dosed  every  avenue  of  communicatioa 
with  my  &ther,  who  but  little  imagines  the 
wretched  situation  of  his  unhappy  son.  On  you, 
then,  Ellen,  I  must  rely  to  put  in  practice  the 
scheme  we  conversed  about  as  a  last  resource. 
Hasten  to  London — lose  not  a  moment — ^plead 
for  me,  and  endeavour  to  save  your  wretched 
husband  from  the  horrible  fate  which  now 
threatens  him.  Oh  !  Ellen,  dearest  Ellen  I  by 
the  remembrance  of  past  endearments,— 4)y  your 
love  fcHT  me  and  {at  our  children,  I  implore  you  to 
persevere,  and  may  the  Great  Being  whose  wis^ 
dom  is  eternal,  and  power  infinite,  guard  and 
guide  you*    Do  not  come  to  me  before  you  %t 
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out,  lest  suspicion  should  be  excited,  and  your 
purpose  prevented.  You  are  now  my  only  hope. 
May  God  bless  and  restore  you  to  your  loving 
husband. 

«  T.  H.  C.'^ 

This  was  dated  about  three  weeks  previously  to 
the  woman^s  death  ;  but  there  was  the  date  only, 
and  the  jury,  after  considering  the  evidence,  re- 
turned a  verdict,  "  Died  by  the  Visitation  of 
God.** 

Subsequent  inquiries  traced  the  route  of  the 
female  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metro- 
polis. She  had  remained  a  few  days  in  one  of 
the  villages,  sickness  rendering  her  unable  to 
proceed ;  but  she  had  made  no  communication 
respecting  herself,  and  though  in  a  very  unfit 
state,  had  continued  her  journey,  till,  wasted  by 
ooDMumption,  she  died,  as  has  already  been  de- 
scribed, and  after  the  inquest  was  decently  in- 
terred at  the  royal  expense. 

The  gracious  act  of  his  Majesty  to  the  dying 


n 


HAMILTON  KINO.  IQ 

sufferer  socm  became  known^  and  loud  and  grate- 
ful were  the  greetings  of  his  loyal  subjects  wben« 
ever  he  appeared  in  public.  The  children,  too^ 
respectably  attired  in  mourning,  were  objects  of 
earnest  attraction,  and  at  length  were  conducted 
into  the  royal  presence;  but  the  pomp  and 
splendour  which  everywhere  displayed  itself 
dismayed  the  girl,  who  shrank  back  in  alarm ; 
whilst  the  boy,  upon  whom  the  strangeness  of 
the  scene  had  no  other  effect  than  as  a  pleasant 
show,  looked  earnestly  from  face  to  face  to  try 
if  he  could  discover  the  familiar  features  of  a 
friend.  At  length  he  recognised  the  good-hu- 
moured countenance  of  the  king,  and  hastily 
ran  towards  him,  but  stopped  short  when  he 
bdidd  the  stem  and  rather  repulsive  look  of  the 
lady  by  his  side. 

'*  See,  see,  Charlotte !  poor  thing  !  he  recol* 
lects  me — he  remembers  me,^  uttered  the  king, 
smiling;  ^<  Come,  come,  child;  ocnne here— pretty 
boy — Charlotte — pretty  boy — ^flaxen  hair.*** 

The  child  thus  encouraged  placed  himself 
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between  the  monarches  knees,  though  not  witli- 
out  evident  awe  of  the  queen,  whose  severity  of 
aspect  however  relaxed  a  little  when  she  looked 
upon  the  innocent  and  beautiful  children  who 
had  been  so  untimely  bereaved  of  a  mother. 

'*  And  what  sal  your  name  be  ?^  inquired  her 
majesty  of  the  shrinking  girl. 

*^  I  donH  want  it  to  be  anything  but  what  it 
is,  ma'*am,^  replied  the  child  as  the  tears  started 
to  her  eyes* 

•*  And  what  must  dat  be?"**  repeated  the 
queen,  whose  imperfect  English  confused  the  girl. 

*•  What  is  your  name  ? — what,  what— yes 
your  name  ?'*  asked  the  king,  <*  don'^t  be  fright- 
ened,— there  then,  there, — the  queen  wants  to 
know  your  name  ?^ 

<<  My  name,  sir  .^  reiterated  the  girl,  curtsey- 
ing, *<  my  name^  sir,  is  Ellen ; — ^Nelly  they  used 
to  call  me  at  the  cottage.*^ 
'  *'  Ellen,  eh,^  repeated  her  majesty  with  some 
degree  of  unintentional  harshness^  ^  and  what 
sal  be  de  name  for  your  broder  ?*' 
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^^  What  jou  please,  ma'^ain,*'  answered  the 
girl,  *^  but  we  always  called  him  at  home, 
Hammy." 

'^  Hammy— Hammy  7^  said  the  king*  ^<  what 
can  that  mean— -what,  what,  eh  ?  Hampstead  or 
Hammersmith  ?  dndl  name,  Charlotte,  to  bap- 
tise a  child — very  droU." 

**  Have  you  discover  no  other  name  ?'^  in- 
quired the  queen  as  she  extended  her  hand  to 
the  girl. 

'^  No  Charlotte, — no  no, — ^none  none,^  replied 
the  mooanrh ;  ^^  Hammy— Hammy ,*^  (the  boy 
looked  up  and  smiled,)  '^  strange  name,— comi- 
cal name.** 

*^  I  presume,  your  Majesty,  that  it  is  an  ab- 
breriation  of  Hamilton,**  said  a  fine  handsome 
young  man  who  stood  at  the  80vereign*s  elbow, 
<'  and  as  your  Majesty  would  probably  like  to 
give  him  a  sur-name,  I  would  venture  to  suggest 
that  of  King — ^Hamilton  King,**  and  a  knowing 
look  at  one  of  the  attendants  plainly  mani- 
fested  the  intended  joke  of  the  speaker. 
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"  Good— gooH  !— very  good  !''  said  the  easily 
pleased  monarch,  « let  it  be  King,— Hamilton 
King ; — I  can  make  it  so,  I  suppose  ?  Yes,  yes, 
yes,  it  shall  be  King,-^uick  wit  of  George's, 
Charlotte,  very  quick/' 

"  But  what  sal  your  Majesty  propose  to  be 
done  mid  'em  ?"  inquired  the  queoi,  in  an  under- 
tone ;  "  we  cannot  afford  de  moosh  expence ; 
had  it  not  been  the  best  ting  to  send  'em  to  de 
workhouse.*' 

"  Fie,  fie,  Charlotte !"  returned  the  king  in 
the  same  low  voice,  and  laying  his  hand  gently 
on  her  arm ;  "  What,  what,^what  would  my 
people  say  ?— No  no,  Charlotte,  they  are  a  sort 
of  Grod-send  —  mustn't,  —  no  no,  mustn\  let 
them  go  to  the  workhouse.'*  He  then  added  in  a 
whisper,  *^  Can  do  it  cheap,  Charlotte, — can  do 
it  cheap, — public  institutions,— capital  schools;^ 
then  raising  his  voice,  *<  Yes  ^es,  must  take  care 
of  them— poor  things !" 

.His  royal  consort  Beemed  more  uppeaaed  by 
this  explanation^  and  in  a  few  minutes  after- 
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wards  the  children  were  remov^  and  placed 
under  the  superintendence  of  a  female  whose 
husband,  a  sergeant  in  the  regulars,  was  at  that 
period  abroad  with  his  regiment  on  foreign 
service.  The  circumstance  of  their  being  pro* 
tegees  of  the  king  and  queen,  induced  great 
numbers  of  the  nobility  and  others  to  visit 
them.  The  person  they  were  with  finding  it  ex^ 
tremely  profitable  to  show  them  off  to  the  best 
advantage,  certainly  did  her  duty  and  was  kind 
and  motherly ;  she  had  only  one  child  of  her 
own,  a  boy  about  the  age  of  EUen,  and  the  ccm* 
stant  contact  with  persons  of  education  and  rank 
haii  a  very  powerful  influence  on  the  manners 
and  conduct  of  the  youngsters.  Mrs.  Jones 
took  a  neat  little  residence  about  a  mile  frcHn  the 
town ;  it  was  a  pleasant  five  minutes^  carriage 
jaunt,  and  during  the  season  she  found  by  her 
exchequer  that  the  speculation  tcdd  well. 

The  healthiness  of  the  situation,  ccHnbined 
with  the  sea  air,  rendered  the  children  hardy, 
and  his  Majesty,  whilst  on  the  coast,  took  fre- 
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qucnt  opportunities  of  stealing  away  from  the 
courtiers  to  pass  a  pleasant  hour  of  retirement 
within  the  humble  residence  of  the  serjeant\s 
wife.  Nor  was  Mrs.  Jones  a  little  proud  of  the 
honour.  Slie  was  a  buxom,  fresh-coloured  wo- 
man, tall  and  stout,  and  her  behaviour  was  just 
of  that  cast  of  character  that  was  respectful 
without  being  obsequious :  she  was  neither  over- 
intrusive,  nor  under-diffident,  and  the  king 
found  himself  perfectly  at  ease  in  a  quiet  sort  of 
home,  in  which  it  was  a  positive  stipulation 
that  he  should  only  be  known  as  "  the  gen- 
tleman."" 

Twelve  months  rolled  away ;  the  children 
grew  in  strength,  and  did  ample  credit  to  the 
care  and  attention  of  their  foster  parent,  who 
became  much  attached  to  her  young  charge. 
The  royal  family  again  visited  W^mouth,  and 
his  Majesty  expressed  himself  greatly  pleased  at 
their  healthy  appearance.  Once  more  Mrs. 
Jones  profited  by  the  attendance  of  the  rich  and 
powerful  (for  all  courtiers  must  smile  on  those 
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whom  monarchs  deign  to  favour ;)  "but  some- 
how or  other  the  queen  rath^  discountenanoed 
the  thing,  and  whispers,  nods,  and  iSuiigs  (oh  ! 
how  many  diaracters  have  been  assassinated  by 
a  nod,  a  shrug,  or  a  wink  of  the  eye,)  hinted 
that  the  royal  lady  was  jealous  of  the  buxom 
Mrs.  Jones,  whilst  insinuations  equally  ground- 
less were  thrown  out  that  his  Majesty  gave  his 
consort  cause  for  the  torturing  feeling.     Thus 
far  went  scandal ;  but  the  fact  was  the  queen 
never  in  her  life  cherished  so  detestable  a  guest 
as  jealousy;    her'^s  was  not  the  nature  for  so 
strong  a  passion,  and  the  only  reason  for  her 
disapproval  arose  from  fear  of  expense,  although 
Mrs.  Jones  had  received  but  little  from  royal 
bounty,  (except  occasionally  a  present  privately 
from  the  king,)  the  nobility  who  frequently  ho- 
noured her  residence  with  their  pretence,  gene- 
rally leaving  ample  donations  for  the  pretty 
children  and  their  bonny  nurse.     As  for  tlie  so- 
vereign himself,  his  fidelity  to  his  royal  spouse 
is  too  well  known  to  call  for  any  refutation  of 
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the  reports  that  were  in  circulation  relative  to 
his  intimacy  with  the  serjeant^s  wife. 

Autumn  came  in  due  season,  and,  towards 
its  exit  the  royal  family  returned  to  Rich- 
mond. At  the  close  of  one  of  those  lovely 
afternoons  that  are  peculiar  to  this  time  of 
year,  the  children,  accompanied  by  Ned  Jones 
and  a  girl  who  attended  them,  had  strolled  to 
the  beach,  and,  in  happy  forgetfulness,  whilst 
racing  with  the  mimic  waves,  the  evening  spread 
her  darkening  shadows  upon  the  face  of  the 
waters ;  but  everything  looked  so  beautiful  and 
serene,  tinged  with  the  gorgeous  rays  of  the 
netting  sun,  that  danger  was  unthought  of. 
There  was  a  light  breeze  from  the  south-east ; 
the  vessels  in  the  offing  were  gliding  snKx>thly 
along,  their  white  sails  scarcely  slumbering  in 
repose,  whilst  the  rattling  of  windlass  pawls, 
and  the  ^^  heave-oich-yo*^  of  the  seamen  gave  in- 
dications that  such  as  were  lying  at  anchor  were 
heaving  in  their  cables  to  get  under  way. 

At  this  time  an  approaching  boat  attracted 
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the  attention  of  the  juvenile  party  on  the  beach ; 
it  was  propelled  by  four  stout  men,  whilst  a 
fifth,  who  seemed  ratlier  superior  to  the  others, 
steered ;  in  a  few  minutes  its  nose  was  on  the 
shore,  the  men  jumped  out,  and  hauled  her  up 
higher  from  the  water.  They  were  a  reckless- 
hxJdng  set,  dressed  in  thick  flushing  jackets, 
much  longer  than  those  usually  worn  by  sea- 
men, with  trowsers  of  the  same  material. 

'*  Are  you  correct  as  to  the  place  d^  inquired 
the  man  who  appeared  to  be  the  superior. 

^*  Is  it  meaelf  as  ^ud  be  desaved,  then  ?"  re- 
sponded one  of  the  crew  in  strong  Irish  acoentua* 
tion.  ^  Fait,  and  it's  the  raal  place,  anyhow, 
be  token  as  I  know  every  inch  o^  the  ground  r 

"  Whereabouts  is  the  house  we  are  to  go  to  ?" 
asked  the  first ;  ^^  this,  I  think,  will  be  a  very 
good  time  to  effSect  our  purpose.'^ 

^'  Divel  the  better  P  assented  the  other.  ''As 
for  the  house,  it^s  no  great  way  off,  barring  the 
distance.  D'yer  see  yon  glim  there,  right  away 
among  the  green  trees.^ 

c  S 
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"  I  do,"  returned  the  first,  looking  in  the 
direction  which  the  other  pdnted  out  with  \m 
extended  hand. 

"  You  do ;  very  good  I  but  dat's  not  it,''  ut- 
tered the  Hibernian,  with  perfect  self-command. 

"  D — n  !  do  you  mean  to  trifle  with  me,  fel- 
low !^  exclaimed  the  superior  with  impatient 
warmth. 

"  Thrifle,  eh  ?  is  it  tbrifling  you  mane  ?^  re- 
turned the  second  ;  *^  small  call  there  is  for 
thrifling,  anyhow  r  He  caught  sight  of  the 
chUdren  as  Ellen  turned  away  with  the  servant, 
and,  grasping  the  arm  of  the  steersman,  he 
added  in  a  low  voice,  ^*  The  divel^s  offspring  has 
the  divel's  luck !  that's  them,  and  not  a  living 
sowl  within  hail.^ 

*^  Come,  Hammy,"  said  Ellen  as  she  walked 
on,  ^^  let  us  go  home ;  ifs  getting  dark.  Come, 
Ned  !  Oh,  Fanny,  I  do  not  like  those  men.  I 
am  afraid,"^  and  she  ran  forward  away  from  her 
oompanicms. 

**  After  the  young  ^un  in  chase,  Teddy  !"  ex* 
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rlumed  tiie  superior  as  be  seized  both  boyg^  and 
the  person  addressed  immedtately  pursued  the 
child,  who,  with  the  servant  was  loudly  shriek- 
ing for  hdp^  and  making  off  as  fast  as  possible. 
Figures  were  seen  moving  in  the  distance,  and 
Teddy,  fearful  of  being  taken,  put  about,  and 
retumad  with  all  speed  to  the  boat,  to  which  the 
two  boys  had  already  been  conveyed,  and  in  an 
instant  she  was  launched  afloat,  and  dancing 
upon  the  waters. 

'^Out  oars,  and  give  way,  my  ladsP  com- 
manded the  steersman,  who  resumed  the  tiller. 
^*  Stretch  out  with  a  strong  and  steady  stroke ; 
we  shall  soon  be  beyond  their  flight,  and  may 
defy  them.  But,  how  came  you  to  lose  the  girl^ 
Teddy  ?'' 

^  Bekase  I  was  afraid  o'  losing  tneself,''  re- 
plied Teddy ;  **  but,  what'^s  the  odds  ?  you've 
got  a  pair  of  ^em ;  and  two  childer^s  two  childer 
all  the  world  over.^ 

^^  But  these  are  two  boys,  and  I  wanted  the 
boy  and  girl,**   uttered  the.  other;    "nor   do 
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I  know  which  of  the  two  is  the  one  most 
wanted.'' 

**  Are  you  clane  sure  they're  both  boys?"  in- 
quired Teddy ;  "  I  must  have  sthronger  evi- 
dence than  mere  matther  of  fact  for  tlie  thruth 
on  it.'' 

"They  are  indeed  both  Ixiys,  Teddy,""  as- 
serted the  steersman  ;  **  You  may  take  my 
word  for  it.  However  there  is  no  help  for  it 
now :  we  must  be  content  with  the  young  cocks, 
and  make  out  the  best  tale  we  can  for  the  hen/' 

^^  Och,  can't  yer  jeest  say  there  is  a  boy  and  a 
girl  ?"  argued  Teddy  persuasively. 

*^  But  that  would  very  soon  be  detected,"  said 
the  steersman;  <<our  employer  knows  a  boy 
from  a  girl,  I  should  think  T 

"  Dethected  is  it  ?  and  what  of  that  T  rea- 
soned the  other ;  <*  you  take  him  a  boy  and  a 
girl;  he  finds  out  that  the  girl's  a  boy;  butt 
that's  his  business,  and  not  your's,  for,  how  can 
you  help  the  girl  being  a  boy,  seeing  as  it's  none 
o*  your  consam  anyhow.** 
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No-Hdo;  we  must  relate  evecy  pardculaF, 
Teddy  y"^  said  the  steersman,  ^<and  leave  others 
to  decide  upon  the  course  they  will  pursue. 
These  fellows,  I  suppose,  don^t  understand  what 
we*re  saying^'^ 

«  Divel  a  ha'porth  !  "^  returned  Teddy ; 
^  there^s  not  a  sowl  among  "^em  that  ever  harde 
more  than  their  mother  tongue  in  Uidr  lives, 
barrii^  a  bit  of  a  do  at  a  pathem  or  a 
wayke.^ 

The  children  in  the  boat  had  at  first  whim- 
pa^  and  cried ;  but,  bmg  assured  they  were 
only  going  a  litde  way  for  a  ride,  and  would 
very  soon  be  landed  again,  they  became  pacified) 
and  aijc>yed  what  was  to  them  a  pleasant  treat. 
The  men  bent  sturdily  to  thdr  oars ;  the  buoy- 
ant boat  flew  through  the  clear,  smooth  element» 
ttackii^  her  way  with  brilliancy,  that  showed 
itself  more  and  more  bright  as  the  sombre  shades 
continued  to  fall  with  increasing  darkness. 

"  There's  the  signal,  Teddy,''  said  the  steers- 
man, as   he  slightly  altered  his  course ;  ^^  two 
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lights  at  equal  heights;  they^re  gone  again,  but 
I  can  see  the  vessel.     Tell  the  men  to  pull.^ 

In  an  uncouth  dialect  the  Hibernian  ad- 
dressed his  comrades,  who  replied  in  a  language 
equally  barbarous,  and  renewed  their  exertions, 
so  OS  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  to  get  near 
enough  to  a  beautiful  cutter  to  answer  the  hail. 
They  then  swept  up  alongside,  and  found  her 
lying  with  the  tack  of  her  mainsail  triced  up, 
her  gafT-topsail  lowered,  and  her  fore-sheet  to 
windward,  but  still  not  lying  dead-to,  as  steer- 
age-way was  kept  upon  her. 

"  Well,  Peterson,  have  you  succeeded  ?^  in- 
quireil  a  voice  from  the  gangway.  "  You  have 
not  been  gone  two  hours,  and  I  fear  by  the  dis- 
patch you  have  made,  your  scheme  has  failed.^ 
One  of  the  children  spoke.  '*  Ha,  ha !  alV» 
right,  is  it?  I  hear  the  prattlers ;  bring  them 
carefully  on  deck.  Faith,  Teddy,  but  you'^re 
the  very  broth  of  a  boy  !" 

"  An^  that^s  what  meself  thinks,  barring  mis- 
takes,""  replied  the  other  as  he  gently  raised 
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young  Hamilton  in  his  arms,  and  lifted  him  up 
the  cutter's  side,  the  person  who  had  steered  the 
boat  perfcnming  the  same  office  for  Ned  Jones. 
The  boys  were  taken  down  into  the  cabin  ;  every 
occurrence  narrated ;  sweetmeats  were  pro- 
duced; fatigue  and  sea-air  soon  operated  on 
their  senses,  and  in  a  short  time  they  were  both 
sound  asleep  in  a  snug  little  bed-place  in  the 
captain'^s  state-room.  In  the  interval  sail  was 
made  upon  the  cutter;  the  breeze  freshened, 
and  the  lively  craft,  yielding  to  its  power, 
dashed  along  through  ripple  and  spray  at  the 
rate  of  eight  knots  an  hour. 


c  6 
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"  Thcu  from  beneslh  those  gem-like  »))ringt, 
With  inmic,  whose  paagic  uttcrint^i 

Stay  ne'er  by  mnrlal  lips  be  tnld, 

Leapt  water-sylphid*,  tu  unfold 
Their  glittering  gossamer  wings." 

Wren  Ellen  reached  the  hahitation  of  Mm. 
Jones,  she  w&s  too  hurried  and  exhausted  to 
speak;  nor  was  Fanny,  the  servant,  much  better, 
so  that  all  that  could  be  made  out  from  their 
incoherent  expressicMia  wu,  that  a  man  had  run 
after  them. 

"Is  that  all?"  said  the  setjeant's  wife;  "a 
pretty  thing  to  make  so  much  fuss  about ;  pray 
where  is  Ned  and  Hammy  P" 

'*  We  left  them  on  the  beach,  ma'am,"  said 
Fanny ;  <*  we  kft  them  both  together." 

"  And  is  that  the  care  you  take  of  cbfldroi  ?^ 


HAMILTON  KINO.  36 

exclaimed  Mrs.  Jones;  ^^  you  abominable  hussey, 
to  run  away  and  leave  two  helpless  innocents 
alone  upon  the  beach.*" 

"  They  were  at  the  boat,  ma^am,"^  uttered  the 
servant,  crying.  ^  Miss  Ellen  screamed  and  ran 
away,  and  the  man  ran  after  her,  and — "^ 

^^  You  ran  too,  I  suppose,^  chimed  in  Mrs. 
Jones ;  ^^  but  come,  away  with  you,  and  look 
for  the  children — away,  I  say,^  and  she  drove 
the  girl  out 

Some  time  elapsed,  and  they  did  not  return  ; 
Mrs.  Jones,  therefore,  equipped  herself  and  sal- 
lied forth ;  but  she  knew  not  what  direction  to 
take  An  hour  passed,  and  neith^  the  servant 
nor  the  boys  making  their  appearance,  the  agony 
of  the  poor  woman  became  extreme.  She  sum- 
moned some  of  the  nearest  neighbours,  and,  with 
£Uen  as  a  guide,  they  set  out  {or  the  place  where 
she  had  left  her  brother  and  Ned ;  but  nothing 
was  to  be  seen  but  the  ocean  fading  from  sight 
in  the  distant  haze,  and  nothing  beard  but  the 
wash  of  the  waters  upon  the  shingly  shore.  Then 
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did  all  the  mother  burst  forth  from  the  heart  of 
the  serjeaDt^s  wife,  for  she  felt  bereaved  of  her 
child — ^her  only  child,  and  loud  and  bitter  wail- 
ings  were  borne  upon  the  breeze.  She  was  con- 
veyed home  in  a  state  lx)rdering  on  madness,  to 
find  that  no  tidings  hail  l)een  heard  of  the  lost  ones. 

All  night  did  the  search  continue ;  but,  as  the 
reader  must  be  aware,  it  was  unavailing,  and  a 
general  opinion  prevailed  that  the  little  fellows 
were  drcwned,  for  none  supposed  that  a  few 
seamen  in  a  boat  would  have  carried  such  infants 
away ;  indeed,  such  a  notion  was  considered  too 
preposterous  to  be  entertained,  and  anxious  looks, 
as  well  as  anxious  enquiries,  were  daily  made, 
under  the  expectation  that  their  little  bodies 
would  he  washed  up  upon  the  beadi. 

Months  rolled  away,  and  still  there  were  no 
tidings.  CommunicationB  bad  been  forwarded 
to  his  Majesty,  and  orden  were  promptly  issued 
to  investigate  the  budness.  Large  rewards  were 
offered  for  mformation,  but  no  light  whatever 
thrown  upon  the  subject,  and  the  wretched 
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tnolher  was  brought  to  the  very  brink  of  the 
grave,  whilst  poor*Ellen  pmed  for  her  brothet* 
and  playmate  till  she  shrunk  away  almost  to  a 
skdeton. 

Sudi  was  the  posture  of  affairs  at  the  return 
of  summer ;  but  the  monarch  did  not  this  year 
come  upon  the  coast^  and  though  many  of  the 
nobility  made  short  visits,  yet  few  entered  the 
abode  of  the  disconsolate  Mrs.  Jones.  Amongst 
those  few,  however,  was  Lady  Alicia  Gordon,  ^a 
widow  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  had  lived  in 
comparative  seclusion  since  the  demise  of- her 
husband  some  ten  years  previously,  that  she  might 
devote  the  whole  of  her  attention  to  an  only 
daughter,  who  promised  fair  to  be  the  ornament 
and  delight  of  her  declining  years. 

Suitors  Lady  Alicia  had  had  many,  for  she 
was  still  handsome,  and  her  manners  were  well 
known  to  be  peculiarly  affectionate  and  engaging. 
Dazzling  offers  were  made,  but  maternal  scdid- 
tifde  prevailed  over  all,  and  her  days  were  given 
to  her  diildL     The  family  mansion  was  a  noble 
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one,  in  the  most  delightful  part  of  the  county  of 
Kent ;  and  thougli  she  never  closed  her  doors  to 
visitors,  yet  no  inducement  could  urge  her  to 
join  in  the  busy  doings  of  the  gay  world.  Splen* 
dour  and  magnificence  were  not  encouraged  as 
essentials  to  her  title  and  wealth ;  but  hospitality 
was  exercised  as  an  indispensable  requisite  to  an 
old  English  baronial  hall. 

Lady  Alicia  was  a  native  of  Ireland ,  full  of 
warm  feelings  and  benevolence,  alive  to  suffering 
in  others,  for  she  had  keenly  experienced  it  her- 
self, and  at  all  times  ready  to  pour  the  balm  of 
consolation  on  the  wounded  mind,  or  to  bind  up 
the  broken  spirit  that  shrunk  from  contact  with 
society.  During  the  life-time  of  her  husband 
she  had  experienced  but  a  small  share  of  happi- 
ness; for,  though  be  was  a  man  of  splendid 
attainments,  yet  early  habits  and  early  associates 
had  taken  too  deep  root  in  his  heart  to  be  eradi- 
cated. It  is  true  that,  when  first  married,  hb 
propensities  sliunbered  in  the  tranquil  oomposuve 
of  new  and  innooent  enjoyments;  but  they  awoke 
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with  fresh  vigour,  and  were  renewed  with  mora 
aidour  as  the  novelty  oi  wedded  life  wore  ofF. 

And  yet  in  early  youth  Lady  Alicia  had  not 
only  tasted,  but  had  absolutely  banqueted  on 
innocent  pleasures.  She  was  the  tenderiy  and 
ardently  beloved  of  an  anxious  and  affectionate 
mother;  the  idolised  of  a  fond  father;  every 
rational  wish  of  her  heart  was  gratified  almost 
as  soon  as  it  had  birth,  and  she  was  surrounded 
hj  those  who  made  it  their  own  hi^piness  to 
render  it  to  her. 

Sir  Pbelim  O^Toole  was  a  rough  but  frank- 
hearted  baronet  of  the  old  Irish  school,  priding 
himself  upon  his  descent  from  the  ancient  kings 
of  Ireland,  and  keeping  up  a  sort  of  feudal 
state  amongst  his  tenants  and  dependants,  and 
the  numerous  dass  of  self-attached  retainers  who 
stuck  to  their  master  with  all  the  tenacity  of  a 
burr  to  a  Scotchman's  plaid.  His  estate  was 
large,  his  tenantry  numerous— -but  his  returns 
were  very  trifling ;  for,  somehow  (ur  other,  the 
pleasant  notion  had  been  established  cf  a  sort  of 


40  HAMILTON  KING. 

community  of  property,  and  that,  too,  in  a 
manner  the  most  characteristic  of  the  general 
practices  of  the  country,  viz.  that  the  tenants 
and  hangers-on  should  contribute  nothing — their 
landlonl  every  thing ;  and  this,  in  many  in- 
stances, was  acted  upon  to  the  very  letter. 

Surrounded  by  whole  troops  of  domestics, 
who  seemed  to  have  no  other  earthly  occupation 
than  that  of  attending  on  '<  the  young  mis- 
thress,*"  Alicia  might  have  become  a  wild  girl 
of  the  mountains,  in  the  neighbourhood  in 
ivhich  she  lived,  had  not  her  mother  been  a 
woman  of  education,  whose  understanding  was 
cultivated  and  fertile,  and  whose  judgment  was' 
regulated  by  prudence  and  taste.  She  beheld 
with  a  parentis  delight  the  unfolding  loveliness 
of  her  daughter;  and  whilst  she  encouraged 
those  hardy  exercises  which  gave  health  and 
strength  to  the  body,  she  also  imparted  suitable 
instruction  to  afford  right  principles  and  fimmess 
to  the  mind.  Nw  was  she  deficient  in  thoie 
aooomplishments    which,    though  only  of  an 
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ornamental  nature,  add  grace  and  beauty  to  the 
po6aesK>r. 

Sir  PheUm  was  ardently  attached  to  the  plea- 
sures of  the  chase.     He  was  a  bold  and  fearless 
rider,  was  never  found  at  the  tail  of  a  hunt,  nor 
known  to  shrink  from  his  bottle  in  the  after^ 
dimier  indulgences  of  the  table.  Political  squab- 
bles were  his  aversion,  and  he  looked  upon  the 
pnifessioa,  as  well   the  professors,  of  the  law 
as  necessary  evils,  to  be  endured  rather  than  tole<; 
rated.     The  sight  of  a  lawyer  operated  upon  his 
mind  in  mudi  the  same  way  as  the  sight  of  a 
shark  stirs  up  the  abhorrence  of  the  seaman ; 
he  longed  to  hook  him,  and  cut  off  his  tail.  Still 
he  was  not — he  could  not  be  insensible  to  the 
agitations  and   tumults    which    distracted  the 
country  of  his   birth;   and    whilst  he  deeply 
regretted  the  outrages  and  excesses  into  which 
his   countrymen    plunged,    he    found    it    im- 
pomble    to    exclude  the  conviction  that  they 
had  be«i  goaded  into  acts  of  desperation  by 
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oppression  or  wanton  cruelty.  He  saw  men  a])» 
pointed  to  govern  and  command,  who  neither 
knew  nor  cared  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  the  gene- 
ral disposition  and  temper  of  Irishmen ;  and 
even  the  hand  of  conciliation  held  a  whip  or  a 
sword  by  way  of  intimidation. 

These  things  were  not  concealed  from  Lady 
O'Toole  or  her  daughter.  Practical  proofs  were 
almost  daily  presented  cither  to  their  sight  or  to 
their  hearing;  and  in  several  instances,  where 
ruin  had  threateneil  to  overwhelm  some  unfor- 
tunate family,  the  head  of  which  had  been  de- 
nounced as  a  suspicious  character,  inimical  to 
the  government,  the  ladies  interceded  with  Sir 
Pbclim — ^not  to  protect,  for  that  was  impossible 
to  the  extent  of  open  protection— »but  to  conceal 
them  from  the  parties  who  were  sent  to  apprehend 
them.  This,  together  with  their  constant  kind- 
ness in  the  hour  of  adversity  or  peril,  as  well  as 
a  readiness  to  promote  all  the  national  pastimes, 
rendered  "  the  ladthy  and  the  young  misthress^ 
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objects  of  worship  to  the  fishermen  and  pea- 
santry, and  praises  and  blessings  were  showered 
upon  tbdr  beads  wherever  they  appeared. 

Castle  Toole  was  situated  near  a  wild  pert  of 
the  coast,  at  no  great  distance  from  Bantry 
Bay,  in  the  county  of  Cork.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  district  were^  generally  speaking,  of  the 
Iowa-  orders,  amongst  whom  great  wretchedness 
at  times  prevailed  ;  and  they  were  not  unfre- 
quemtly  driv^  by  famine  to  a  state  of  destitution 
and  misery  of  which  no  adequate  description 
can  be  given,  nor  can  the  heart  that  never  wit- 
nessed such  a  qpectade  possibly  conceive  the 
extreme  of  suffering  to  which  their  fellow-crea- 
tures are  often  reduced. 

It  has  been  said  that  much  of  this  may  be 
attributed  to  the  utter  dislike  which  the  Irish 
cherish  jEar  any  kind  of  compulsory  labour ;  for, 
though  they  will  voluntarily  undergo  almost  any 
fistigue  if  it  suits  with  their  humour  or  purpose, 
yet  they  hold  in  abhorrence  every  thing  like 
wcMrk  which  their  own  immediate  wants  or  abso- 
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Uitv  ik-cesitity  would  force  upon  them.  Noir, 
itllluiiif;li  there  may  be,  and  no  doubt  is.  a  great 
tk-al  of  truth  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  jet  it 
iiuiNt  l>c  admitted  that  th&K  are  many,  very 
many  exceptions ;  and  persons  who  have  never 
visititl  Ireland  may  form  some  estimate  of  the 
vaUie  of  the  argument  from  having  witnessed  the 
iMiidui't  of  the  Irish  reapers  who  visit  England 
ihiriiig  harx'L^t-time.  The  patience  and  industry 
with  which  they  toil,  the  little  food  they  re- 
>iuii\'  (and  that,  too,  of  the  humblest  descrip- 
thvu>.  M\A  their  indilference  as  to  lodgings,  have 
:i)«»\»  li>vn  .1  source  of  surprise,  not  unfr^ 
•jtii'^iiK  t\f  (\wunia.<raiiaa,  ami  sometimes  of 
i«bii«'  iiiitl  <\i»tumrly.  amongM  English  lahour- 
>H» .  mill  ifiVinhcTcvidcoce  was  wanting  of  their 
»<*  «liHn)ttng  ftxim  cxoewive  toil,  it  may  be  ob- 
lAtltnl  iw  InKpprtwg  th«  most  heavy  and  labo- 
t*HH»  i^vtt|t«(»tm«  m  vliidi  strength  and  perse- 
«rv  K<qHirn)  t  far  then  will  IrithmcD  be 
rhf  |Mviiiur>  the  bndJaver's  labouitf. 
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need  great  muscular  power,  belong  almost  ex- 
diuivdy  to  the  Irish. 

Still  it  inust  be  confessed  that  Pat  does  not 
love  work  for  its  own  sake;  and  really  there  are 
^Try  few  of  the  descendants  of  Adatn,  whether 
white,  black,  brown,  or  copperHX)lour,  that  da 
However,  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Castle 
Toole  thoroughly  hated  it;  and  Sir  Phelim 
having  a  handsome  fortune,  independent  of  bis 
land,  they  seemed  to  think  themselves  privileged 
to  enjoy  all  they  could  get ;  nor  would  the  ba- 
ronet allow  of  any  such  thing  as  racking  or 
driving  of  tenants  if  of  tolerably  good  character, 
*  though  the  rent  remained  in  long  arrears,  and 
the  lettings  were  capable  of  considerable  improve- 
ment It  is  true  his  cattle  and  sheep  were  in 
constant  security,  except>iiow  and  then  a  stray 
lamb  disappeared  by  accident,  inthout  any  clue 
to  the  course  of  its  wandering ;  and  his  game 
was  well  preserved,  though  the  wild  residents  of 
the  mountains  had  their  huts  plentifully  supplied 
with  fat  haves  and  plump  partridges. 
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And  who  were  the  residents  of  the  moun- 
tains ? — a  race  of  hardy  desperadoes,  suspended 
I)etwecn  heaven  and  earth,  as  a  type  of  what 
they  might  expect  if  caught  in  the  clutches  of 
those  wha  were  designated  the  instruments  of 
the  law,  but  were  too  often  principals  in  long- 
meditated  vengeance.  The  mountaineers  were 
the  half-men,  half-demons,  who  carried  on  that 
bane  and  curse  to  Ireland^s  prosperity — the 
illicit  distilleries.  They  were  the  manufacturers 
of  what  the  Indians  have  very  aptly  styled 
by  the  name  of  "  fire-water" — the  makers  of 
ardent  spirits  that  never  wetted  the  guager^s 
stick. 

At  a  few 'miles  distant  from  Castle  Toole 
stood  a  fine  old  venerable  building,  sacred  to 
antiquity  and  the  fiimily  of  the  O^ConnoTB,  who 
had  made  it  their  home,  generation  after  genera- 
tian,  till  it  descended  to  Mr.  Terence  O^Connor 
— a  young  man  about  one^^nd-twenty  years  of 
age,  of  handsome  person  and  pleasing  address. 
He,  too,  was  fond  of  the  chase,  and  a  frequent 
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guest  at  Castle  Tcx>]e ;  but,  unlike  Sir  Phelim, 
be  was  a  rigid  master,  a  stem  exactor  of  every 
due ;  and  though  do  acts  of  unlawful  oppression 
could  be  laid  to  his  charge,  yet  his  adherence  to 
legalized  daims  encouraged  a  whole  host  of 
harpies,  who  not  only  increased  the  distresses  of 
the  tenants,  hut  also  preyed  upon  the  landlord. 
He  was  a  sworn  enemy  to  **  potheen,^  and  rea- 
dily assisted  the  soldiery  in  hunting  out  the 
mountain  stills.  To  factions  and  combinations  he 
was  equally  hostile ;  and  the  opposer  of  unjust 
extortion,  as  well  as  the  resister  to  the  demands 
of  the  law,  were  ranked  as  rebels,  and  treated 
acoordin^y.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these 
characteristics,  which  rendered  him  unpopular 
amoi^st  the  lower  orders,  there  was  a  noble- 
minded  and  fearless  generosity  about  him  that 
excited  universal  admiration. 

Aiida  was  in  her  fifteenth  year  when  O^Con- 
nor,  struck  by  her  beauty,  and  fascinated  by  her 
manners,  made  a  prc^sal  to  Sir  Phelim  for  the 
lumd  of  his  daughter.    He  pointed  out  in  forci- 
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ble  aad  expressive  language  the  advantages  of 
the  match,  as  uniting  the  two  estates.  He  spoke 
energetically  of  the  power  and  influence  to  be 
attained  by  a  junction  between  the  O^Connors 
and  the  0''Tooles ;  in  short,  he  introduced  every 
topic  but  one,  and  that  one  happened  to  be  the 
nearest  and  dearest  to  Sir  Fhelim's  heart  —  the 
happiness  of  his  child. 

But  the  baronet,  distressed  at  the  idea  of 
giving  pain  by  a  direct  refusal  of  the  suit,  lis- 
tened with  patience  to  all  the  young  man  had  to 
urge,  and  then,  without  raising  or  depressing 
his  expectations,  he  merely  replied  that  such  an 
affair  required  deliberation.  He  would  .consult 
with  his  lady,  and  send  early  information  of  the 
result.  With  this  O'^Connor  was  satisfied,  and 
shortly  after  left  the  castle,  indulging  a  convic- 
tion that  Alicia  would  become  his  wife,  for 
'^  who  could  resist  so  admirable  a  proposal  as  he 
had  made.^ 

A  short  time,  however,  served  to  convince. 
O^Connor  that  he  had  calculated  in  error ;  a 
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comimmication  was  forwarded,  acknowledging 
the  ailTaatages  of  such  an  alUance,  but  pleading 
the  extreme  jouth  of  Miss  AHcia  as  being  in- 
ooanpatible  with  the  performance  of  those  oner- 
ous duties  wfasc^  a  diange  of  Ufe  would  necessa- 
rilj  irapoee  upon  her.  Sir  Pbelim,  in  the  kind- 
noB  of  his  nature^  had  worded  his  letter  so  as 
not  to  wound  the  young  man^s  self-love,  but, 
nerertheless,  O^Connor  considered  the  rejection 
an  insult,  for  which,  though  he  could  not  openly 
demand  satisfaction,. he  yet  determined  to  re- 
seat, and  therefore  he  discontinued  his  visits  to 
the  castle,  and  became  more  rigorous  in  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  duties. 

Some  few  months  afterwards  Terence  O'Con- 
nor was  united  to  a  young  and  beautiful  girl  of 
the  plebeian  order,  possessed  of  no  accomplish- 
mmts  but  those  which  Nature  had  lavishly  be- 
stowed, but  blessed  with  a  tender  and  affec- 
tionate heart,  that  amply  compensated  for  want 
of  polished  education ;  in  fact,  she  was  almost  a 
perfect  contrast  to  her  husband,  for,  whilst  he 
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was  proud,  imperious,  and  ungovernable  in  his 
rage,  she  was  humility,  gentleness,  and  a  per- 
sonification of  meekness  itself.  O'^Connor  per- 
^dstcd  in  his  rigorous  severity  to  his  tenants  and 
domestics,  whilst  the  lawyers  were  ctmstantly 
oomplaining  that  his  lady  defeated  all  their  pur- 
{xises,  and  prevented  them  from  carrying  for- 
ward process  to  execution.  O^Connor  would 
frown,  and  sometimes  storm :  but  he  passion- 
ately loved  his  wife,  and  her  sweet  smile  very 
soon  made  him  forget  the  sour  aspects  of  the 
legal  gentlemen.  Her  ^^O^Connor,  dear!  and 
sure  you'^re  not  angry  with  your  Kathleen  r* 
drove  from  his  mind  the  harsh  croakings  of  the 
lawyers. 

And  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  the  O'Con- 
nor was  it  that  he  yielded  more  to  his  ardent 
attachment  for  his  wifie  than  to  the  pleadings 
and  remonstrances  of  legal  oornioranta.  Rebel- 
lion had  grown  strong  in  Irelandy  and,  though 
not  so  openly ^  avowed  in  the  district  of  O^Connor 
Hall  as  it  was  in  other  parts  of  the  island,  yet 
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the  Xcvdlers  were  io  n^iid  in  their  mcnre- 
meDtB  wbcn  revenge  was  their  object,  that 
tfaey  tmversed  the  kingdom  with  incredible 
speed,  and  blaanng  piles  and  devastated  homes 
insiked  their  infuriated  pi«sence  be&m  a  sus- 
picioD  was  exdted  that  they  were  near  at  hand. 
O'Connor  had  been  smgled  out  as  a  victim, 
but  the  £Eurt  came  to  the  knowledge  of  his  wife, 
and  at  much  risk  she  prevailed  upon  the  leaders 
to  exercise  forbearance. 

It  was  a  trying  period.  An  expedition  was 
already  prepared  in  France  for  the  invasion  of 
Ireland,  and  the  ch-eaded  Thurot,  with  his 
cruisers,  had  make  his  appearance  on  the  coast. 
The  lower  orders,  suspecting  that  the  English 
government  was  about  to  pass  an  act  of  Union, 
and  deprive  them  of  their  parliament,  were  ripe 
finr  revolt.  The  Catholic  priests,  jealous  at  the 
increasing  influence  and  power  of  the  Protestant 
deigy,  stirred  up  the  angry  feelings  of  their 
ibeks,  and  prompted  them  to  resistance.  O'Con- 
nor had  been  denounced  as  an  enemy  to  his 
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country,  and  the  denunciation  was  the  prelude 
to  a  speedy  act  of  aggression.  Mrs.  O^Connor 
was  sitting  nursing  her  boy — ^her  first-bom — at 
the  same  time  bidding  fair  shortly  to  become  a 
second  time  a  mother,  and,  crouched  on  the 
hearth  before  her,  was  the  nurse  who  had  tended 
her  in  her  infancy,  and  was  now  performing  the 
same  office  for  her  child. 

■ 

*^  AVhat  ails  you,  Biddy ;  and  you  always 
cheerful,  now  to  be  croaking,  and  groaning,  and 
swaying  about  like  the  branch  of  an  old  tree  in 
a  storm,^'  said  the  lady. 

^*  And  small  ^ud  be  the  gale  to  rend  away  the 
branch,^  uttered  the  woman,  mournfully  ^^  but, 
oh,  ma  voumeen !  the  storm  may  be  a-brewing 
over  the  ould  roof-tree;  and  the  beautiful  flowers, 
and  the  young  leaves  may  perish  with  the  aged 
bough !"" 

Mrs.  O^Connor  was  too  well  acquainted  v/ith 
the  nature  and  disposition  of  her  countrywoman 
not  to  know  that  there  waa  a  meaning  in  the 
language  of  her  nurse  fiur  beyond-  what  the  mere 
words  convey^ ;  nor  waa  she  ignorant  that  per- 
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mxa  in  her  oonditicm  were  bound  by  torible 
oitht  not  ta  reveal  what  might  casually  come  to 
Atir  knowledge,  which  even  the  affection  which 
Biddy  had  for  the  young  mistress  oould  not 
overcome,  though  the  lady  did  not  doubt  but 
by  a  little  management  to  ascertain  wherein  the 
dinger  existed.  ^<And  where  would  be  the 
storm,  Biddy 9"^  said  she,  ^^  on  such  a  heavenly 
shining  day  as  this,  with  the  boy  crowing  and 
laughing  with  ddij^t  ?*'  and  she  hdd  up  her 
infant  to  the  nurse's  view. 

^*  An**  what  is  the  day,  ma  cushla  ?  and  what 
is  the  shining  sun  ?""  uttered  the  woman  mourn- 
fully, but  energetically.  *'  The  brightest  day 
may  have  the  Uackest  night ;  the  gowlden  sun 
of  nocm  may  set  as  red  as  blood  !  och  hone  !  och 
hone!" 

^^  There  is  danger  at  hand,  Biddy,  and  I 
know  it,**  said  Mrs.  O^Connor,  firmly.  "  You 
nay  tell  roe,  or  not,  woman,  if  ^tis  your  plea- 
sine.  You  may  see  the  rapparees  burning  and 
plundthering,  ay,  murthering,  and  be  silent^  if 
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its  a  vow.     But,  what  can  wash  away  the  guilt 
of  concealing  all  this  beforehand,  and—''" 

<^  Them  as  sees  danger  will  thry  to  keep  out 
of  harem^s  way  !^  exclaimed  the  nurse.  *\  Didn^t 
these  ould  hands  carry  yer  when  your  limbs  had 
no  help  of  their  own?  Didn^  I  sprinkle  you 
daily  vrith  the  wather  of  the  blessed  well  ?  Oh, 
if  s  there  I'd  wish  you  to  be  this  very  night  of 
all  others,  and  maybe  its  cooling  dthrops  can 
quench  fire.** 

<^  I  will  go,  Biddy ;  I  will  do  your  bidding,^ 
uttered  Mrs.  O^Connor,  vaguely,  but  not  inaptly, 
catching  up  her  meaning.  **  But,  dare  I  to  be 
there  alone  .^ 

*<  And  where  would  I  be  but  with  my  child  ?^ 
said  the  woman,  more  pacified.  ^*May  the 
blessed  saints,  defend  ma  Kathleen  deelish,  for 
it^s  herself  will  need  it  afore  the  mcNm.^ 

Thus  q>pri8ed,  and  only  thus  apprised, 
Mrs.  O^Connor  hastened  to  Castle  Toole^  where 
she  made  known  her  errand,  and,  in  sympathy 
for  her  distress,  as  well  as  trusting  to  the  known 
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gillaitry  of  the  InA  diancter,  Lady  OTook 
detonniiied  upon  aceompaoying  KuthlRfit  to  the 
holy  wdl ;  Sir  Phdim,  however,  pfomuiiig  to 
be  ID  the  ndghboiirhood  thftt  he  mi^t  affisrd 
MMKtiince,  if  it  was  required.  What  the  dei^^ 
was  diat  threatened  femained  a  mytianf^  for 
Bridget  kept  a  sullen  ttlenoe  on  the  mlgeet,  nor 
aouU  any  inducement,  persuasion,  or  threat,  get 
ber  to  be  more  communicative. 

Mr.  O^Connor  was  absent  from  the  hall  on 
magistefial  duty,  and  suspicions  were  excited 
that  he  had  been  enticed  away  for  some  sinistar 
purpose;  still  everything  was  so  tranquil  in  the 
nci^bouihood,  and  so  little  had  the  qpiiit  of 
disaffectioo  been  observed  in  the  district,  that 
bnl  for  the  undoubted  intelligenoe  ci  the  person 
fnm  whom  the  warning  had  been  received,  the 
whde  might  have  been  deemed  the  visionary 
wandering  ci  a  disordered  mind,  or  the  work  of 
toone  demgtdng  speculator  in  human  misefy. 

Evening  b^an  to  throw  its  long  dusky 
shadows  over  the  face  of  nature  when  the  ladies 
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arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  small  cavemy 
whose  rocky  roof  was  arched  over  the  holy  well. 
It  was  a  wild  romantic  spot,  surrounded  with 
.  masses  of  rock,  between  the  interstices  of  which 
a  shrubbery  of  firs  and  larch  had  aris^,  and 
their  dark  forms  appeared  in  the  twilight  gloom 
like  mourners  of  another  day  amidst  grave- 
stones of  former  ages.  All  was  as  silent  as  the 
tomb,  and  a  deep  tinge  of  superstition  coloured 
the  thoughts  and  feelings  of  the  females.  They 
turned  to  look  for  Bridget  but  she  was  gone, 
and  an  idea  of  treachery  crossed  their  minds ; 
her  absence,  however,  did  not  continue  Icmg,  and 
though  she  declined  satisfying  inquiries  as  to 
the  cause,  the  ladies  were  relieved  from  the  pain 
of  supposing  her  inimical  to  their  welfare. 
*'  Come  in  here,^  said  she,  leading  the  way  into 
the  cavern,  '<  and  may  the  blessed  speerit  that 
hovers  over  the  wathers  put  the  cross  betwixt 
you  and  harem,"  and  stooping  down  she  wetted 
the  tips  of  her  fingers  and  sprinkled  it  on  her 
companions. 


HAMILTON  KING.  57 

^*  Where  all  this  is  to  tenninat^^  said  Lady 
•OTcxde,  ^^  I  really  dp  not  know,  nor  can  I  even 
cxmjectuie.      Are  our  foes  to  be  spiritual  or 
temporal,  Bridget  ?^ 

^^  An  your  ladyship  ^11  find  that  out,^  return- 
ed the  nurse  somewhat  piqued  at  the  question. 
'^  Sure  this  is  no  place  to  make  a  mcxrkery  ins 
and  the  wathers  thrubbled  by  them  as  no  eyes 
can  see." 

The  ladies  kx>ked  upon  the  dear  cdd  element 
and  beheld  a  sudden  commotion  on  its  surface, 
something  resembling  that  which  would  have  been 
caused  by  the  rapid  turning  of  a  large  fish,  but 
it  socm  swelled  away  and  became  perfectly  calm 
again*  Still  the  hour,  the  gloom,  the  occasion, 
united  with  certain  predelictions  in  favour  of 
superstition,  with  which  human  nature  is  more 
or  less  allied,  operated  powerfully  upon  the- 
females,  especially  Kathleen,  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  very  heart  of  local  prejudices 
and  ancient  legends* 

The  cavern  they  were  in  was  about  ten  or 
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twelve  feet  square, — the  well,  (which  was  a  sort 
of  natural  basin,  somewhat  resembling  a  bath 
and  often  used  for  that  purpose,)  occupied  the 
middle ;  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  right-angled 
parallelogram,  and  there  were  steps  to  descend 
into  it,  down  which  when  the  water  was  tranquil 
a  visitor  would  not  hesitate  to  go,  for  so  ex- 
tremely clear  was  the  pure  element  that  it  could 
not  be  seen  till  the  foot  or  some  other  cause 
disturbed  it.  At  the  far  extremity  of  the 
cavern  was  a  rustic  altar  with  benches  on  each 
side,  cut  from  the  solid  rock,  and  upon  this  altar 
thase  who  used  the  waters  were  accustomed  to 
leave  their  ofierings.  A  low  door-way  in  the 
near  comer  to  the  left  led  into  a  small  apartment 
where  the  priest  at  his  visitation  (for  this  was  a 
station,)  retired  to  robe  himself  and  shrive  the 
penitents.  Moss  and  lichen  grew  in  rich  pro- 
fusion  on  the  rugged  walls,  and  when  the  wind 
was  high  a  hollow  moaning  sound  was  heard, 
like  the  low  waitings  of  melancholy  and  despair. 
Of  course  the  peasantry  ascribed  it  to  miper- 
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natunl  causes,  and  few  could  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  shdter  here  during  a  storaa.  A  ring 
of  iron  fixed  firmly  on  the  wall  over  one  of  the 
benches  was  a  peculiar  object  of  attention .  and 
devotion,  and  at  the  visitation  was  polished* 
bright  and  decorated  with  flowers. 

*'  And  what  is  there  in  particular  about  this 
pkce,  Bridget  T^  inquired  Lady  O'^Toole,  affect- 
ing a  composure  she  certainly  did  not  enjoy. 
'^  Hove  we  been  brought  here  to  meet  fays 
and  ban^ees  ?— Is  it  the  resort  of  good  folk,  or 
of  some  peculiar  spirit  that  presides  over  the 
hallowed  spring  ?^ 

"  An  its  thrue  for  you,  my  lady,"  replied 
Bridget  with  solemnity,  *^  in  regard  6*  that  same, 
though  its  not  good  to  talk  of  the  speerit  an  it 
foRoent  you,  ounly  not  to  be  seen  by  morthal 
sight  J  Oh  mavoumeen,'"  added  she,  addressing 
Mrs.  O^Connor  and  rocking  herself  to  and  fro, 
'^and  may  be  it's  your  friend  shell  be  and 
stbop  the  ''ruction —  Och,  bone,  what  have  I 
isid  D0W9  and  in  the  prisence  too  P"^ 
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**  It  is  the  spirit  of  a  female  then/^  said  Lady 
O'Toole,  smiling.  "  My  dear  Mrs.  O'Connor, 
though  I  do  not  give  much  credence  to  such 
supernatural  visitations  to  this  troubled  earth, 
yet  I  respect  the  opinions  and  even  weaknesses 
of  others  too  much  to  turn  them  into  ridicule, 
especially  as  I  think  they  may  have  a  beneficial 
influence  to  restrain  the  mind  from  planning 
and  executing  evil,  particularly  amongst  the 
uninformed  of  our  poorer  neighbours.  But  the 
idea  of  a  beatified  spirit  quitting  the  mansions  of 
blessedness  to  hover  over  this  chilling  fluid  is 
absurd,  even  supposing  permission  could  be 
obtained  for  such  a  purpose.*" 

^^  Oh,  my  lady,  you  must  not  doubt, — indeed 
you  must  not,*^  returned  the  beautiful  being  by 
her  side,  somewhat  horrified  at  the  bold  lan- 
guage she  had  heard  in  such  a  sacred  place. 
«•  Was  there  not  the  pool  of  Betheada,  and 
don*^  the  virtues  of  this  well  hale  the  siek^— 
even  the  priests'*  vestments  are  not  more  holy." 

"  That  the  icy  frigidness  of  the  waters  are 
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nedlent  in  some  diaetsw  I  will  admiCy^  said 
Lidy  0*Toale ;  ^^  but  that  is  a  mere  oomiiMMi 
occurroiee  of  nature,  and  requires  do  s|Britual 
auxiliary  beyond  the  HfMing  of  Pnmdenoe.^ 

^  And  will  you  deny  the  existence  <^  iiv> 
▼isifak  friends  f^  eagerly  inquired  Kathleen ; 
^  they  are  always  surrounding  us,  the  very  air 
we  breathe  is  peopled  with  spirits.*" 

*^  And  that  I  suppose  accounts  for  the  fre^ 
quent  inebriation  of  our  countrymen,^*  responded 
Lady  O'Toole,  laughing  at  her  own  conceit; 
^  they  are  drawn  in  with  the  breath,  and 
muddle  the  poor  fellows^  heads,^ 

<'  You  may  say  your  say,  my  lady,^  uttered 
Bridget  with  stem  emphasis ;  *^  but  tbere^ssmall 
wit  and  less  judgment  in  offending  them  whose 
help  you  may  nade  this  very  nightr--it^s  little 
one  gets  by  turning  friends  into  foes.^ 

*^  I  should  deeply  regret  if  any  thoughtless* 
ness  of  mine  should  have  such  an  effect,  Brid- 
get (^  returned  Lady  O^oole  in  a  oondliatoiy 
lone  ;  ^  but  come  nurw,  cannot  you  tdl  us  some- 
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thing  of  the  legend  of  this  holy  well  and  its 
patron  saint  ?  How  long  we  shall  have  to  re- 
main here  I  do  not  know,  but  as  you  are  pro- 
bably acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  story 
it  would  serve  to  while  away  the  time.^ 

^'  It^s  not  long  your  ladyship  will  have  to 
wait,^  rq>lied  the  woman,  as  she  extended  her 
arm  and  pointed  towards  the  entrance  of  the 
cave ;  "  the  shine  of  the  red  hand  is  now  in  the 
heavens,— why  ?*** 

'^  It  is  only  the  gorgeous  gleams  of  the 
setting  sun,^  said  Lady  O^Toole,  as  she  gazed 
on  the  flush  of  crimson  on  the  western  hcnrison. 

<*  An  it  has  set  on  them  who  11  never  see  its 
rising,^  groaned  the  nurse ;  ^'  they  ^re  lighting 
their  brands,  and  roofs  will  blaze,  and  walls  be 
laid  waste,  and  the  blood  of  those  who  made  the 
fire  on  the  hearth-stone  will  quench  the  embers 
of  their  desolated  home.^ 

The  redness  grew  more  fierce^  and  the  ladies 
became  aware  that  it  could  only  proceed  from 
the    reflection   of  an  extensive  omflagration. 
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"^It  19  a  fire  T  said  Lady  OToole ;  <'  how 
Bridget,  are  the  mamudefi  abioad  and  we  awagr 
trdm  our  finiHiea ?  Mrs;  O^Connor^-dear,  let  us 
return.'* 

She  essayed  to  quit  the  cavern,  but  die  taU 
gaunt  figure  of  the  Burse  blocked  up  the  narrow 
passage  between  the  rocky  wall  and  the  water. 
"  You  pass  not  this  way,  my  lady  ! — An  what 
have  you  to  fear  ?— -Sure  the  O^ooles  are  well 
knownst  to  them  all, — Sir  Phelim  a  bom  gintle* 
man  ss  disoouvsges  the  roakaiwn  theyVe  brought 
upon  the  counthry  by  their  false  commother. 
What  sdiranger  ever  stood  upon  the  castle 
bridge  and  was  sent  away  with  ounly  the 
vather  of  the  ditch  for  his  draught  t  What 
victim  ever  entered  the  castle  walls  and  was 
aent  to  the  donjon-keep  with  the  could  stone 
floor  fin*  Ms  bed,  and  bread  and  tears  for  his 
mate  and  dthrink  ?  Hundred  mille-fitt  has  been 
tbe  wDfd  at  Castle  Took, — ^why  ?  There's  no 
fl^fihirJkers  bf  the  law  to  prey  upon  the  pin* 
k^M  €j£  poor  sowls  whom  Heaven  save  from 
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harem  ;  the  bite  and  the  sup,  and  that  too  of  the 
best,  was  never  refused  by  yer,  and  you  a  bom 
]ady  of  the  Milesian  breed,  what  have  you  to 
fear  ?" 

"  But  there  is  fire  somewhere,  Bridget,*'  ex- 
claimed Lady  O^Toole,  still  striving  to  pass  her ; 

^^  and  under  such  circumstances  our  post  is  at 
our  own  threshold."" 

^'  And  lave  my  darlin^  o^  the  world  to  face 
them  as  she  will  not  care  to  meet,^  murmured 
Bridget,  resisting  the  attempts  of  her  ladyship 
to  escape.  **  It'^s  here,  my  lady,  that  you  and 
yoiim  are  safest :  no  one  will  injure  the  hair  o 
an  O'Toole^s  head — why  ?  It^'s  them  as  has  the 
love  and  daeent  respect  of  the  people.*" 

Mrs.  O'Connor,  placing  implicit  reliance  on 
the  guidance  and  directions  of  her  nurse,  re- 
mained a  passive  spectator,  though  the  w(»da  of 
Bridget,  **face  them  as  she  will  not  care  to 
meet,^  sent  an  unusual  thrill  through  her  heart, 
and  flushed  her  cheeks  with  crimson.  That 
something  extraordinary  was  about  to  take  place 
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she  was  now  fully  sensible ;  and  a  vague  suspi- 
ckn  of  the  real  truth  crossed  her  mind.  A  deep 
sigh  escaped  her,  which  was  either  echoed  in  the 
civerD,  or  responded  to  by  some  one  near  at 
hand.  All  three  heard  it,  but  as  there  was  no- 
thing to  be  seen,  Bridget  attributed  it  to  the 
sympathy  of  the  patroness  of  the  well,  and  au- 
gured favourably  to  her  darling''s  cause. 

*^  The  sound  came  from  yon  recess,^  said  her 
ladyship,  as  she  again  placed  herself  by  the  side 
of  Mrs.  O'Connor. 

"  It  was  no  morthal  tongue  that  uttered  it 
then,^  said  Bridget.  **'  The  blessed  lady  sees 
our  sthrait,  and  it's  herself  as  'uU  show  us  pity.^ 

^^But  what  is  it  that  we  have  to  dread, 
Bridget  ?"  again  inquired  Lady  O'Toole.  "  If 
it  is  mere  personal  security  that  is  sought  to  be 
obtained,  I  trust  Mrs.  O'Connor  is  superior  to 
apprehensions  of  harm  to  herself  whilst  those 
whom  she  loves  are  in  danger.*" 

A  sigh  deeper  than  the  former  was  heard, 
evidently  issuing  from  some  one  in  the  inner 
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apartment,  whilst  at  the  same  moment  there 
came  upon  the  breez§  the  sound  finom  the  tread 
of  heavy  footsteps,  and  the  rustling  noise  of 
many  persons  moving  in  one  mass. 

*<^Tis  a  warning  she^s  giving  us,*^  uttered 
Bridget  in  a  whisper;  ^^ whether  for  weal  or 
woe  myself  doesn\  know.  But  they  are  com- 
ing— they  are  coming;  and  now,  my  darlin', 
the  blessed  saints  be  between  you  and  harera."^ 

There  was  still  a  glimmering  of  dubious  light 
in  the  cavern,  whilst  outside  every  object  was 
perceptible,  though  dimly  seen.  In  a  few  mi- 
nutes a  body  of  armed  men,  their  faces  black- 
ened, and  their  oottamcnes  bound  round  them» 
filled  up  the  space  at  the  entrance  to  the  holy 
well,  but  none  ventured  to  advance  beneath  the 
roof.  The  white  dresses  of  the  ladies  seemed 
to  startle  them,  and  not  a  few  fell  upon  their 
knees  in  terror.  Lady  O'Took  wished  to  take 
advantage  ci  this  by  presenting  hersdf  to  their 
notice;  but  the  giant  strength  of  the  nurse  pr^ 
vented  her  design,  by  holdiiig  her  ladyship  in  a 


■^ 
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giip  thaifc  was  irveaistiUe.  The  men.  had  the 
VjfOKM^oe  oi  a  wild,  lawkw  set.;  aome  were 
anned  with  muakets^  others  with  pistds  or  old 
swords,  whilst  the  huger  pcNPtion  carried  Uud« 
giODS,  pitdiforks,  and  one  or  two  with  scythe- 
bhdes.  FoyeuKMt  amongst  them  was  a  taDi 
athletic,  herculean  figure,  who  seemed  4o  hdd 
the  rest:  in  something  like  control. 

^  An^  what  is  it  you^d  be  afther  doing,  thai, 
Mike  HaganT  uttered  Bridget  in  a  deep  se. 
puldmd  TOice,  as  die  addressed  the  leader, 
^  What  is  it  makes  you  here  with  them  hloody 
hands,  and  that  divd^s  face  f  Whereas  the  fa- 
ther tbtt  begot  you,  and  the  mother  who  suf* 
fmd  the  labour-pains  when  you  was  bom  ?— • 
Wfll  not  the  iem  frame  on  the  gibbet,  or  the 
oowld  sods  of  the  aarth  warn  you  to  forbear  ?** 

*^No^  nirer  f  refdied  the  man  with  stem  de- 

tenmimtkiii,  as  he  stamped  his  foot  proudly  and 

heavily  on  the  ground.    '<  An'  what  should  I 

take  wanm^  for,  you  limm^ — ^why  P    If  s  ven* 

gemoe  irhait   I    iake,  and  if  s  vengeance  that 
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o  of? — Who  was  it  sint  the  mother  lo  nci 

d   irravc?      Answer    me   tliat !      It's   nieself 
id  swape  ''em  from  the  face  of  the  yarth  as 

it  ;^  and  he  swung  his  heavy  cutlass  around 

in  corresponding  action ;    '^  it  "^s  metelf  as 

lever  lave  a  beam  of  their  homes  till  they 

i  in  black  ashes,  and  scattered  by  the  wild 

Is; — if s  mesdf  as ''ud  sodden  the  turf  with 

iilood  of  their  childther,  and  sow  salt  upon 

land  where  there  sliould  be  green  oom.'^ 

Thrue   for  you,   Mike    Hagan,^    uttered 

[get,  with  a  groan  that  seemed  to  burst  from 

irery  heart.     **  You  have  had  the  blast  upon 

and   revenge  is  swate  to  the  oppressed. 

would  you,  Mike — would  you  smite  the 

Fending  with  your  enemy  ? — ^would  you  de- 

^"  ♦K**  amilinflr  babe  in  its  innocence,  or  ould 
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ant  agin  his  kith  and  kin  ?^  exclaimed  th^  man 
ia  a  Con«  of  veckkfis  bitterness.  **But,  musha, 
W%  bad  luck  there  is  in  talking  to  women. 
Came,  lads,  let's  on,^  and  he  prepared  todepart. 

**  Your  modier  was  a  woman,  Mike  Hagan,^ 
quickly  responded  Bridget,  who  evidently  wish- 
ed to  detain  him  for  sometime;  ''and  a  purty 
Woman  too,  when  Larry  first  led  her  afore  the 
praste. 

^  An^  what  was  she  when  the  lem  coulther 
wtt  undher  her  bare  feet,  and  it  white  with 
fierce  heat,  to  make  her  tell  where  her  husband 
was  concealed  ?  And  what  was  she  when  they 
pat  the  torture  upon  her  to  force  out  a  oonfes* 
flon  of  crimes  he  had  never  committed  ?^ 

^  A  woman,  Mike— a  true  woman  sthill  r 
answered  Bridget,  in  a  tone  and  manner  that 
was  calculated  to  win  upon  his  rugged  nature. 
^  Yes,  Mike,  a  lanna,  she  was  sthill  a  woman ; 
for  she  suffered  all  they  could  put  upon  her 
afive  she  would  bethray  the  man  who  owned 
her.'* 
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^<  Arrah,  let  it  alone,  you  limmer  r  said  the 
man,  in  a  voice  where  present  gratification  strug^ 
gled  with  lacerated  remembrance  of  the  past. 
*^  It^s  coaxing  us  youM  be,  you  desaver.  Come, 
lads,  come  along,  let^s  purshue  our  way ;  he''8 
not  here  we're  saking  for.** 

^<  And  where  is  it  you'd  be  going  to,  Mike 
Hagan  ?^  uttered  the  nurse ;  **  and  what  is  it 
you  would  sake  in  this  lone  place  ?  Sure  it 
won*t  be  the  blessing  of  our  lady  yeM  be  axing 
for ;  an'  it  isn't  for  the  good  o'  pace  you'd  pup- 
shue  your  way.***  The  men  appeared  impatient, 
and  Hagan  beckoned  them  on.  **  Sthop,  lads, 
sthop.  Is  it  O'Connor  Hall  you'd  be  firing  on 
this  holy  night?  — is  it  the  darlin'  of  your 
hearts,  young  Kathleen  deelish,  as  you  want 
under  your  tiger  claws,  and  he  not  to  the  fore. 
Mike  Hagan,  forbear,  I  say.  You  know  what 
a  fierce  woman  will  do  for  her  child,  and  do  not 
let  me  curse  you.  Sthop,  men  I"  for  they  con- 
tinned  moving  on ;  ''  sthop,  I  command — I  en- 
thieat— ^  die  wrung  her  hands  in  agony.   <<  Oh ! 
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adnted   speerit  of  this    holy  place,  stay  their 
murthcarous  hands  f**^ 

The  '{Hayer  had  scarcely  been  uttered,  the 
van  of  the  party  had  disappeared,  and  the 
rear  was  just  lingering  on  the  space  in  front, 
when  a  young  man  of  slight  make,  and  habited 
ia  lespectaUe  attire^  presented  himself  in  the 
door-way  of  the  cavern,  and  in  a  loud  voice 
shouted,  <<Haltr  Whether  he  had  sprung 
from  the  small  apartment,  or  had  suddenly 
placed  himself  there  from  without,  was  proble- 
matical to  the  ladies ;  but  there  he  was,  and  the 
flnpyiyii^iMl  he  had  issued  was  instantly  obeyed. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


"  You  knew  that  my  bouI,  that  my  heart,  my  esiatcnce. 
If  danger  demaadod,  wore  wholly  your  own. 
You  know  me  unaltered  by  years  or  liy  distaDce, 
DcTotcd  to  lave,  and  to  friendship  alone. 

"  You  knew — hut  away  with  the  vain  retrn«pecllon. 
The  bond  of  affection  do  lon^r  rndurea. 
Too  late  you  may  droop  o'er  llie  f.ind  recollection. 
And  aigh  for  the  friend  who  was  formerly  your*." 


Whatever  c-fTect  might,  or  might  not  be 
produced  amongst  the  group  in  the  cavern,  cer- 
tain it  is  that  Bridget  hailed  the  presence  of  the 
young  man  with  irrepressible  delight  and  grati- 
tude. "  Our  blessed  lady  be  praised  T  said  she, 
devoutly  crossing  herself.  "  An'  it's  his  own- 
self  too  I  Oh,  my  darlin'  avoumecn  ■  it's  safe 
youll  be,  and  him  to  the  fore !  Spake  to  him, 
a-cushla !  Smooth  him  down  like  a  lamb,  and 
do  not  rouae  the  lion  of  his  natur.'' 
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Mrs.  O^CornHV,  thus  directed,  pressed  for« 
ward)  and  stood  with  her  arms  crossed  upon  her 
bttdng  bosom,  and  her  head  low  drooping,  as  if 
die  fieared  to  raise  her  eyes,  before  the  young  man, 
who,  from  the  prompt  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands, was  evidently  the  leader  of  the  outlaws. 

^  And  what  is  it  you  would  have  with  me, 
Katherine  Macgennis  ?^  said  he  with  harshness, 
as  he  drew  himself  i»oudly  erect. 

^^  Dennot,^'  relied  she,  without  looking  up, 
and  with  _  faltering  voice,  ^^Dermot,  your  own 
heart  told  you  what  I  want  afore  you  asked  the 
question.^ 

^  And  what  if  it  did  ?"*  replied  the  other,  stiU 
retaining  his  position  and  manner:  ^^am  I  to 
become  your  suitor,  and  bend,  and  crouch  before 
you  like  a  lashed  dog,  that  I  may  ascertain  your 
wishes?*' 

*'  No,  Dermot — no !  I  do  not  ask  or  require 
sudi  a  thiog»^  said  the  trembling  lady  im- 
ploringly. **  But  must  you — will  you  bring 
down  unutterable  misery  on  the  head  of  the 

▼OL.  I.  E 
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companion  of  your  childhood  ?  Can  you  make 
her  home  a  desolation  ?  herself  a  widow  P  her 
oiFspring  fatherless  ?  No,  Dermot,  it  is  not  in 
your  nature ;  you  dare  not  do  it.^' 

Had  Mrs.  O'Connor  omitted  the  closing  part 
of  her  appeal,  it  might,  in  the  earnest  yet  plain- 
tive manner  that  it  was  uttered,  have  had  some 
effect  on  the  young  man's  mind.  But  the  word 
^^  dare,^  to  him  whose  career  had  latterly  been 
lawless,  seemed  to  imply  a  suspicion  that  he 
wanted  courage  to  perform  his  wicked  design. 
^*  Not  dare  !^  said  he  in  a  tone  of  resolute  defi- 
ance. ^*  What  is  there  that  Dermot  Delaney 
dare  not  do  ?  and  who  are  you  that  supplicate 
the  man  who  *  dare '  not  execute  his  will  ?^ 

*<  Oh,  Dermot,  why  will  you  mistake  my 
meaning  r^  responded  Mrs.  O'Connor  beseech- 
ingly ;  *^  sure  I  intended  no  reflection  on  your 
personal  courage,  or  your  extenflive  pcmcfr.  If  s 
the  remembrance  oi  old  times  that  I  meant  aa 
would  not  let  you  do  the  evi  deed.^ 

*^  Old  times  is  it  you^re  speaking  of  .^ 
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ponded  DebuKy  in  a  tone  of  bitterneM.  ^Now, 
hj  the  vesments^  if  the  very  recollection  of fn-mer 
days  does  not  urge  me  on  to  more  deadly  hate ! 
The  fever^blislhered  wretch,  exjnring  with  burn- 
ing heat,  haa  his  agonies  increased  by  theremem* 
bnaiceB  of  ootA  sdireams  and  shady  bowers,  espe- 
cially when  no  dthrop  of  w«tcr  will  ever  again 
Bioisthen  his  pardied  and  withering  tongue.  The 
firions  of  past  enjoyments  do  but  heighten  the 
madoessof  die  wretch  who  will  never  taste  them 
nore !     Woman,  you  plead  in  vain  !*** 

^  An'  what  Hid  we  be  halting  here  fotf  cap- 
tarn  ?^  asked  Mike  Hagan,  who  had  come  into 
the  rear  to  cemmunicate  with  his  chief;  but, 
seeing  Mrs.  O^Connor  standing  before  him,  he 
added,  ^  Ah,  bad  luck  to  the  petticoats  I  it's 
mesdf  thinks  the  divel  wears  diem  to  kiver  his 
GRXiked  bastdy  shanks.^ 

^  niee,  ye  soomer  f  said  Bridget,  with  pecu- 
liar emphasis ;  **  ah*  give  place  to  your  betthers. 
Dermot,  yon  have  been  my  pet,  my  darlin' ; 
these  onld:  arms-have  held  yet  both,  one  on  one 
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slwuther,  and  the  other  on  the  other, — Kathleen 
and  you !  Ye  smiled  and  prattled  face  to  face 
in  infancy ;  ye  grew  up  hand  in  hand,  the  pride 
and  beauty  of  the  valley;  ye  lived  — ye  loved 
—together,  in  the  blossoming  of  youth ;  ye— ^ 

^<  D — n,  woman  !^  shouted  the  man  in  a  tone 
of  voice  almost  amounting  to  a  scream,  ^  would 
YOU  probe  the  wound  still  deeper?  would  you 
press  the  searing-iron  on  the  scorched  and  blis- 
tliered  heart  ?  Where  is  she  now  ?  and  who 
was  it  that  for  the  gain  of  filthy  lucre  looked 
cowldly  on,  and  scorned  the  lad  they  had  for- 
merly encouraged?  Who  was  it  that  took«— 
hell,  no !  —  not  took,  but  rent  her  heart  from 
mine  ?  And,  do  you  think  111  not  have  my  re- 
venge when  it  is  securely  within  my  grasp  ?^' 

**  An^  shure  we  will  r  exclaimed  Hagan  ; 
^^  an^  why  not  ?^  He  caught  sight  of  Lady 
OToole^  who  stood  farther  back  in  the  recess. 
*^  There's  two  of  yer  as  I  knows,  but  who^s  the 
third  ye\e  got  stowed  away  in  the  hole  ?^ 

When  Hagan  made  his  first  appearance  in 
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front  of  the  cavern.  Lady  O^Toole  was  too  much 
agitated  to  take  any  especial  notice  of  him, 
though  his  Tcdce  seemed  fiuniliar  to  her  ear ;  but 
Bridget^s  remarks,  and  Mike^s  rejoinders,  had 
filled  up  the  lapse  of  memory,  and  she  now  well 
remembered  that  on  one  trying  occasion  she  had 
rendered  him  a  most  essential  service.  The  re- 
eoDection  was  sudden,  and  miglit  weU  have 
seemed  the  result  of  inspiration.  Without  a 
moinent'*8  hesitation  she  stood  forward,  and,  as- 
suming the  manner  and  even  the  idiom  of  those 
before  her,  she  uttered,  "  And  it^s  who  am  I, 
Mike  Hagan  ?  Is  it  you  who  would  be  asking 
who  I  am  ?  Where  was  you,  Mike  Hagan, 
when  the  soldiers  were  loading  their  firelocks  in 
the  wood  to  take  your  life  ?  And  who  was  it 
that  risked  her  own  to  save  you  from  dying 
the  death  of  a  thraitor  ?^ 

"  It*s  thrue  for  you,  my  lady,  an'  I  know  you 
now,^  replied  the  man,  abashed,  but  not  sub- 
dued. **  For  yourself  and  youm  my  heart'^s 
Uood  is  at  your  command ;  but,  who  was  it  that 


to  bind  nie  to  the  tree,  and  tould  the  red-bc 
>laves  to  load  r      Share  'twas  the  O'Connor  ; 
who   stowle  away  our   captain's  bride.      1 
dioul  be  wid  him,  and  fetch   his   sowl    t 
night  r 

5<  Have  I  the  honour  of  being  in  the  presei 
of  Lady  OToole  ?^  said  the  leader  as  he 
iq)ectfully  uncovered  his  head.  **  May  ev 
blessing  and  every  happiness  be  showeved  u] 
you  !^  his  voice  faltered  almost  to  feminine  s 
ness.  <*  May  your  days  be  many  and  proaj 
ous ;  for  it^s  you,  my  lady,  and  them  belong 
to  you,  as  is  friends  to  my  unfortunate  oc 
thrymen.     My  curses  rest  upon  their  enemi 

^*  Then  to  you  will  I  address  myself,  yo 
inan,^  said  her  ladyship,  resuming  all  her 
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with ;  aod^  though  it  is  my  pride  to  shidd  the 
iekaodeBt^  and  prot^t  the  innocent,  I  wilt  not 
on  any  consideration  spare  the  wilfully  guilty."'' 

^'  Your  threats  are  worse  than  useless,"^  said 
Bridget,  deprecatingly ;  ^^  and  the  boys  there 
faranent  you— do  you  think,  my  lady,  they  are 
like  the  king^s  throopers,  to  be  marched  and 
wheeledrabout  like  slaves  ?  Oh  I  spake  softly  to 
Sermot,  an  it'^s  himself  ^uU  listen  to  your  re- 
quests.^ 

<<  Well,  then,'*'  said  Lady  O'Toole,  changing 
her  0Mide  of  address  to  one  of  suj^lication,  ^*  I 
will  solemnly  exhoct  and  implore  you  to  forbear 
jour  meditated  injui'y.^ 

^  I  caoQo^  my  lady ;  it  is  now  too  late,'" 
returned  Ddanej ;  ^^  the  men  are  wild  and  impa- 
tioit ;  they  have,  at  my  desire,  thravelled  more 
than  sixty  mi|ess  almost  without  sustenance,  to 
wreak  this  vengeance  for  me,  and  to  teach  the 
psoud  oppressor  th|it  the  sthrong  arm  can  reach 
him  fiaom  afiur* 

^  But  they  will  act  in  obedience  to  your  will. 
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Captain  Delaney,^  argued  her  ladyship  per- 
suasively; ^^  you  have  only  to  speak  the 
word—" 

"  And  lose  their  confidence-  for  ever  after  !^ 
interrupted  Dermot  in  a  tone  of  remonstrance ; 
'^  they  are  now  my  safeguard— my  protection  ; 
but  what  would  they  he  should  they  find  their 
chief,  like  a  whipped  schoolboy,  abandoning  his 
enterprise  because  a  woman  weeps?  No,  my 
lady,  it  cannot  be  done,  and  we  must  on  !^ 

*<  Gro  then,  sir ;  hasten  to  the  consummation 
of  your  hellish  rage,*"  said  Lady  0*Toole  with 
startling  energy  ;  **  satisfy  the  wolfish  cravings 
of  your  desperate  band ;  and  when  your  infernal 
purpose  is  accomplished,  return  to  your  home» 
with  the  gratification  of  knowing  that  the  wo- 
man you  once  loved— '*^ 

*^  Once  loved  !^  shrieked  Delaney,  as  he 
struck  his  clenched  hand  with  violenoe  on  his 
forehead-^**  onoe  loved,  did  you  say  ?  It^a  here 
her  image  is  !^  and  he  smote  heavily  with  his 
open  palm  upon  hit  breast;  *'  her&— stamped. 
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•Bid  fcBT  erer-— aye,  burnt  into  my  hearths  very 
care!  May  belles  hottest  ashes  be  heaped  on 
him  who  blasted  all  my  hopes  of  hapfMness ! 
Onoe  loved  ?-*my  aowl  can  never  know  ano- 
ther!" 

**  And  yet  you  would  perpetrate  an  act  €^ — 
of  fin  ;  that  is,  I  mean  revenge,  upon  a 
woman  whom  you  love  !^  urged  her  ladysliip ; 
**  you  would  involve  a  household  in  destruction, 
and  the  principal  sufferers  must  be  Mrs.  O'Con* 
nor  and  her  child  !*" 

^  Mille  dioul  !^  exclaimed  the  chief  fiercely, 
as  if  stung  with  sudden  f^renzy,  <^  why  do  you 
•pake  tliat  hated  name  to  me— to  me,  who  loved 
her  as  Kathleen  Macgennis  ?— »Her  child,  too !'' 
*-and  his  wild  laugh  rung  horribly  through  the 
cavern—**  March,  boys!— on  !""  and  he  essayed 
to  depart* 

At  this  moment  Mrs.  O^Connor  dropped  on 
her  knees  befcnne  him,  and  caught  nis  arm. — 
•*  No,  Dermot  !**  said  she,  **  you  must  not, 
diall  not,  do  this  thing !    Would  you  have  my 
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curse  for  ever  ringing  in  your  ears— the  curse 
of  her  you  loved  ?  I  became  a  wife  to  save  my 
parents  from  ruin ;  and,  now  I  am  a  mother, 
would  you  make  me  desperate?  You  do  not 
love  me ;  it  is  false ;  you  have  never  loved  me !"" 

Delaney  looked  down  upon  the  beauteous 
woman  who  was  pleading  at  his  feet^  and  better 
feelings  stole  over  him  as  he  gazed.  "  A  wife! 
— a  mother  !^  repeated  he ;  "  but  who  is  there 
now  to  cheer  my  desolated  home  ?  No  wife  will 
ever  greet  me  there— no  child  will  bear  my  out- 
lawed name  to  posterity.'" 

^'  Have  better  hopes,  my  friend,^  said  Lady 
O^Toole  with  soothing  kindness ;  '*  you  are  yet 
young ;  the  human  mind  is  not  so  fixed  as  that 
despair  should  hold  her  seat  forever.  Withdraw 
your  armed  force ;  return  to  your  allegiance  to 
your  sovereign ;  become  a  useful  and  honourable 
member  of  society — '** 

'*  A  wife— a  mother,  Kathleen,  and  you  not 
mine  !^  said  Dermot  in  a  voice  of  melancholy 
musing,  though  sweetly  harmonious;  and  her 
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ladjsbip  became  aware  that  her  exoelknt  advice 
had  been  unheard  and  unbeededy  as  the  mind  oi 
the  individual  addreai^d  was  absorbed  in  other 
ooDtemplations.  ^*  Kathkai  .'"^-r^uid  his  voice 
shook  with  emotum  as  he  passed  his  hand  over 
her  pale  chedk — *^  you  said  a  wifer-a  mother  i*'* 

^^  fioderaiioB !  ar^  we  to  march  ?*"  shouted 
Ht^gua*  ^^  How  do  you  know  but  this  is  all 
a  fetch,  to  save  time  and  bring  the  peelers 
upcm  us?*" 

*^  Paoe^  yp|i  ne*er-do- well  r  exclaimed  Bridget ; 
^  if  treachery  had  been  meant,  I  need  not  have 
beenhere.*^ 

The  chie^  however,  heard  them  not;  his 
heart  was  bowed  down  by  powerful  and  oppres- 
sive emoticHi ;  big,  scalding  tears  came  dropping 
from  hia  eyes,  and  fell  upon  the  face  of  her 
who  knelt  humUy  before  him ;  his  limbs  trem- 
bled—his pulses  throbbed — and  a  few  more  per- 
suasive words  from  the  lips  of  Mrs.  O'^Connor, 
bis  purpose  would  have  changed.  But  at  this 
mcment  a  loud  shout  resounded  in  the  van  of  his 
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{larty ;  the  report  of  musketry,  and  the  whistling 
uf  bullets,  as  they  pierced  the  bushes  and  runj^ 
against  the  rocks,  was  heard.  Delaney  sprang 
forward  as  if  bitten  by  an  adder ;  all  his  energies 
revived  in  an  instant  as  he  stood  proudly  erect. 
^<  We  are  bethrayed  !^  exclaimed  he  to  Hagan. 
*'  Bring  the  men  in  amongst  the  rocks,^  he  then 
shouted  in  tlie  native  tongue,  and  dashed  onwards 
to  the  front. 

Then  arose  yells,  and  shrieks,  and  groans, 
mingling  in  wild  confusion  with  the  shouts  of 
combatants  and  rattling  volleys  of  musketry ; 
whilst  the  darkness  was  lightened  up  by  bright 
flashes  from  the  guns.  The  ftmales  shrank  back 
within  the  cavern  in  terror  and  affright;  nor 
were  they  sensible,  till  he  spoke,  that  a  new 
comer  had  joined  companionship  in  the  person 
of  Sir  Phelim  O^TooIe.  A  cry  of  delight  escaped 
from  her  ladyship  as  she  clung  to  her  hus- 
band; but  the  feeling  of  pleasure  was  in- 
stantly subdued  when  she  called  to  mind  the 
great  peril  he  was  in. 
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^  How  has  aU  diU  happened  ?^  inquired-tfae 
agitated  lady ;  *^  we  should  have  prevailed  on 
die  rebel  chief  to  go  back  but  for  this  out- 
break ;  what  is  it.  Sir  Phdim,  and  what  has 
cmseditr 

^  The  rashness  of  O'Connor,''  replied  Sir  Phe- 
iim.  ^  It  was  as  we  suspected  :  he  had  been 
cmtioed  awaj,  but  soon  became  aware  of  the 
trick.  It  excited  his  suspicicm,  and  he  procured 
a  body  of  police  and  scddiery  to  return  with  him 
to  the  hall.  On  their  way  the  fire  from  the  burn- 
ing of  several  haggards  attracted  their  attention, 
and  Terence,  thinking  he  was  bound,  in  his 
magifltaial  capadty,  to  render  assistance,  was 
hastening  towards  the  conflagration.  I  fell  in 
with  him  a  diort  distance  hence,  and  gave  him 
an  intimation  that  he  had  better  march  to  the 
delenee  of  the  hall.  He  resolutely  refused,  and 
t  then  felt  bound  to  tdl  him  the  peril  to  which 
he  and  all  of  us  would  be  exposed  if  he  per* 
fiistcd.  Nothing,  however,  could  stop  him ;  he 
would  advance ;  it  was  a  point  of  duty  with 
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him.  The  parties  met,  and  are  now  engaged  in 
deadly  strife.'" 

^'  Oh  f  Dermot,  Dermot !  you  will  be  avenged 
this  night;  and  I— what  will  become  of  me?"^ 
groaned  Mrs.  O'Connor.  ^'  But  my  husband  is 
in  danger,*"  continued  she  with  more  firmness, 
^^  and  if  s  by  his  side  I  ought  to  be.  My  friends 
are  brought  into  throuble  through  my  unhappy 
fate;  but  here,  my  lady,  you  will  be  safe,  and 
I  must  seek  O^Connor.*" 

^^  My  dear  creature,^  said  the  kind-hearted 
luuronet,  *^  any  attempt  to  readi  him  would  be 
worse  than  madness ;  the  bullets  are  flying  in 
all  directions;  a  chance  blow  might  cut  you 
down  ;  even  the  sight  of  you  would  but  inflame 
the  villains  more,  and  urge  them  to  greater  det- 
Iieration.'" 

**  Rest  quiet,  madam,^  said  Bridget,  who  ad« 
dressed  her  young  mistress  with  deferential 
respect  in  the  presence  of  a  man  of  rank  and 
title.  **  Shure,  and  Sir  Phelim  knows  best 
what^s  properest  to  be  done.^ 
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""Bitf  they  wfll  meet  I  Bridget ;  <rfi.  Sir  Piie- 
Inn,  they  will  come  face  to  face,  and  muitber 
wffl  be  done  T  exclaimed  Ibbs.  O^Coonor.  ^  If 
Inraithere  I  might  prevent  it;^ 

The  baionet  was  ignorant  as  to  what-  the 
atknian  was  pointed  at.  He  knew  but  Utile  of 
Mr^  OX!!onnor^8  early  history,  but  when  Lady 
(TTocde  explained  the  circumatance  of  the  rebel 
diief  haTing  been  formerly  a  lover  of  Kathleen, 
firom  whom  she  had  been  separated  by  her 
fMuentB  because  the  O^Coimor  match  was  one 
of  greater  advantage  to  themsdve^  as  well  as  to 
their  child,  as  far  as  station  in  society  and  wealth 
wete  concerned.  Sir  Phdim  keenly  fdt  the 
very  awkward  situation  in  which  they  were 
placed,  and  be  determined  not  to  quit  the  fe- 
males, but  to  become  their  pmtector  against  all 


^  Indeed-^indeed  I  cannot  remain,  my  lady  ?*" 
■MNimfally  uttered  Mrs.  OTonnor,  as  she  at* 
tempted  to  depart,  but  was  stopped  by  Sir 
Pheiiai  and  the   nurse.      ^^Oh,  this  is  cruel 
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IcindDess  !^*  added  she,  *^  and  Dermot  will  have 
no  compunctious  visitings  of  pity.^ 

^^  Dermot  may  himself  be  worsted,^  said  the 
baronet,  as  he  drew  her  back  within  the  cavern. 
^^  But,  hark,  the  fight  is  rolling  backward  on 
us ;  even  here  you  are  not  safe.  Quick  !  quick  ! 
in  to  the  priesf  s  room  ;  no  shot  can  reach  you 
there.  I  will  g^ard  the  entrance.  In  quick, 
I  say  !^  and  he  almost  rudely  pushed  them 
into  the  inner  apartment,  where  they  were  in- 
volved in  the  very  blackness  of  darkness ;  the 
two  ladies  firmly  clinging  to  each  other,  and 
Bridget  on  her  knees,  uttering  ^^  och  hones  !'* 

The  ground  on  which  the  parties  met  was 
broken  and  uneven,  so  that  those  who  were  on 
horseback  were  compelled  to  dismount,  and  as 
the  passes  were  narrow  and  tortuous,  tlie  firing 
was  kept  up  in  a  sort  of  tiralade,  pn^tonal  ooo- 
tact  sddom  occurring ;  yet  it '  was  not  less 
bloody,  and  the  wild  howl  that  frequently  arose 
added  honor  to  the  battle. 

Backward  indeed  rolled  the  contesit,  for  the 
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tMb  by  oomtiUBid  of  Dermot  were  reireBXmg 
amidst  the  rocky  fiEistnessesy  imd,  whilst  dadt&r^ 
iDg  dietnaelves  amcMigst  tbe  barriers,  they  dealt 
destnictkm  to  their  assailants;  in  fiu^,  it  was 
jtMt  the  sort  of  warfaie  that  suited  the  insur* 
gentS)  giving  them  a  decided  superiority  over 
die  troops,  who  were  more  accustomed  to  the 
open  plains.  Almost  every  interstice  amongst 
tke  confused  and  irregular  mass  of  rocks  was 
occupied  by  one  or  more  of  the  rebel  band, 
whose  death-dealing  instruments  laid  many  a 
stout  heart  low,  never  to  beat  with  the  cares  or 
enjoyments,  the  pains  or  the  pleasures  of  life 
i^n. 

But  still  the  soldiers  persevered,  and  treading 
over  the  bodies  of  their  slain  comrades,  they 
bddly  continued  the  attack,  stretching  many  a 
Mnt  feOow  on  the  ground,  never  to  rise  again. 
No  quarter  was  given  ;  the  conflict  was  one  of 
deqteration ;  and  Mr.  O^Connor  on  his  side, 
and  Dermot,  with  his  second,  Mike  Hagan, 
we^  •  eonatontly  se^n  moving  rapidly  in  every 
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direction,  to  encourage  and  support  their  several 
partisans. 

It  was  in  the  open  area  or  space  in  front  of 
the  cavern  that  the  two  leaders  met,  and  there 
was  a  sufficient  glimmering  of  light  to  render 
mutual  recognition  immediate.  If,  however, 
any  doubt  had  arisen  through  the  density  of  the 
evening  gloom  as  it  fell  upon  the  landscape,  that 
doubt  was  soon  removed  by  a  sudden  blaze  that 
ascended  high  amongst  the  trees  from  the  ex- 
ploded cartridges  having  ignited  the  dry  grass 
and  stunted  shrubs,  that  had  been  profusely 
heaped  together  in  certain  places  by  the  eddy 
winds  as  they  whirled  amongst  the  rocks.  The 
whole  place  was  illumined,  and  the  red  glare 
falling  on  the  combatants,  gave  them  the  ap- 
pearance of  demons  insatiate  for  slaughter. 

'*  O^Connor,  you  villain  !^  shouted  Delaney, 
as  he  threw  himself  in  front  of  his  rival,  ^*  there 
is  no  one  to  plead  for  you  now,^  and  he  aimed  a 
Uow  with  his  up-raised  sabre,  which  would 
have  instantly  deprived  the  magistrate  of  bia 
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Kfe»  but  for  the  timely  succour  of  a  stout 
pgantic  figure  who  rushed  betwe^  them^  aod 
brought  his  Uudgeon  with  accurate  precision  to 
the  guard.  But  the  sword  of  Deraiot  severed 
it  io  twoy  as  if  it  had  been  a  mere  twig,  though 
viftbout  harming  the  inan»  who  with  a  bound 
and  a  spring  had  retreated  out  of  the  way. 

^*  Take  back  your  yiUain»  and  with  it  the 
name  of  rdbel,  you  rapparee  T  exdaimed  O^Con* 
nor  as  he  levelled  his  pistol  at  the  other's  heart, 
—the  trigger  dashed^— there  was  n  bright  flash, 
a  report,  the  whistling  of  a  heUs  hut  when  the 
moke  partially  cleared,  Ddaney  stood  uninn 
jured,  Mike  Hagan  having  very  opportundy 
knocked  up  the  muzzle  exactly  at  the  right  in- 
stant of  time,  to  prevent  it^s  doing  execution. 

^  Hurroo  !^'  bellowed  Mike  as  he  sprang  to> 
^irards  die  man  who  had  saved  O'Connor ;  ^*  Is 
it  yerseii^  Larry  LaiFan,  you  thafe  o*  the 
iKorid  r  and  Larry^s  skull  rattled  again  beneath 
tile  stroke  of  Mike^a  stick.  The  blow,  however, 
seemed  to  produce  but  little  effSect  beyond  a 


" - -J  • 

'*  Aif    it's    hurrm)    airain,    Mikt*     Ilai^^ 

roarctl   Larry,  as  he  placvil  liimsilf  in  Ik 

array  against  his  antagonist.      *^  Shu  re  i 

know  your  thafi?*s  face,  in  spite  of  the  d 

colour  youVe  shaded  over  it !     Faix,  an* 

be  black  enough  there  when  ye  get  the 

round  your  neck.** 

Then  did  these  two  giants  address  thems 
to  the  encounter,  and  never  were  gladi 
better  matched.  Both  had  cutlasses,  but 
preferred  the  genuine  shilaleagh  as  the 
national  and  natural  to  them.  The  veiy  gr 
shook  under  them  as  they  bounded  and  s] 
upon  each  other,  and  the  air  rang  again 
their  wild  shouts,  and  the  rattling  of  the  st 

In  the  meanwhile  the  two  principals  ha 
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with  greater  fierceness,  so  as  to  throw  a  stronger 
light  upon  the  spectacle.  The  noise  of  the 
musketry  ceased,  except  a  random-shot  now  and 
then  in  the  distance.  The  insurgents  had 
gathered  round  the  araia  to  witness  the  double 
fight,  whilst  the  wily  serjeant  of  the  soldiers 
cautiously  and  silently  withdrew  his  men  &om 
the  imminent  peril  into  which  the  ardent  zeal  of 
O'Connor  had  brought  them,  though  by  so 
doing  he  left  the  haughty  magistrate  to  sliift 
for  himself. 

Delaney  and  O^Connor,  Larry  and  Mike, 
placed  in  juxta-position,  carried  on  the  war; 
but  Hagan  kept  diminishing  the  distance  be- 
tween the  separate  parties,  and  at  every  bound 
he  continued  to  approach  nearer  to  O^Connor, 
who  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  attend  to  his 
own  immediate  opponent.  It  was  just  at  this 
iotenral  that  Mrs.  O'^Connor  could  no  longer  be 
coofined  by  Sir  Phdim  O'Toole,  and  she  rushed 
out  upon  the  scene  of  strife  at  the  very  moment 
^hen    Mike    Hagan,  bis  eye  keenly  fixed  on 
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Larry^  but  confident  that  his  point  was  gained, 
made  a  sudden  and  tremendous  sweep  with  his 
bludgeon,  performing  a  complete  revolution  with 
his  body,  and  inflicting  a  heavy  blow  on  the 
neck  of  the  magistrate,  that  sent  him  instantly 
to  the  earth.  Dermot,  in  the  blindness  of  his 
hate  and  revenge  would  have  followed  up  this 
advantage ;  he  raised  his  sword  to  plunge  it  in 
the  heart  of  the  prostrate  man,  but  the  fallen 
body  was  covered  by  that  of  his  wife,  and 
Delaney^s  impetuosity  had  nearly  thrust  the 
weapon  into  the  bosom  of  her  whom  he  still 
most  passionately  loved. 

A  fierce  shout  of  applause  and  defiance  rose 
wildly  in  the  air  from  the  insurgents,  who  now 
became  aware  that  the  enemy  had  left  them, 
and  murmurings  arose  *<  the  pass — ^the  pass  !^ 
Larry.  LafFan  stood  patiently  abiding  the  sooff- 
ing  and  occasional  blows  that  were  levelled  at 
him ;  his  spirit  seemed  to  be  conquered  as  he 
bdidd  the  body  of  his  diief,  and  he  tAt  oertain 
that  he  had  now  no  one  to  back  him.    Mike 
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Hagan  addressed  Delaney  in  Irish ;  it  had  an 
dectric  effect  upon  him,  for  putting  a  whistle 
to  bis  Upa  he  sounded  its  shrill  notes  and  all  of 
his  ftrilowers  who  had  survived  the  oonflict  were 
immediately  gathered  round  him.  In  a  short, 
but  apparently  by  his  gestures  fordble  speech, 
he  spoke  to  them  in  their  own  tongue,  and  at 
the  conclusion  Sir  Pbelim  and  the  females  were 
made  prisoners,  whilst  two  of  the  party  raised 
OX^nnor  on  their  shoulders  to  carry  him  off. 

^  Bdieve  me.  Sir  Phelim,  no  harm  is  meant 
jou,*"  said  Delaney  with  fervour ;  **  my  folly  and 
rashness  have  brought  these  lads  into  throuble, 
«-»8om&  of  our  comiudes,- — lest  their  sowls — 
must  remain  behind — more -s  the  pity,  but  we 
must  hasten  hence.  It  is  not  far  you  11  go.  Sir 
Phdim-^and  you  Kathleen,^  added  he,  as  he 
«{lproached  her,  <^  never  will  you  have  molesta- 
tion from  Ilerraot  again, — never  \  As  for  him,"^ 
and  a  scowl  of  contempt  paased  across  his 
teojes,    ^ius  timers  not  yet  eome.      I  will 
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have  a  heavier,  deeper  revenge  than  taking  his 
life,  though  you  have  saved  him,  Miss  Mao- 
gennis."*"  He  then  with  his  prisoners  safe  guard- 
ed  proceeded  to  take  the  lead,  and  shouted 
**  March,  boys  ! — Keep  close  order  !■•' 

The  light  from  the  fires  faded  away  as  the 
band,  receding  from  the  spot,  wound  their  de- 
vious path  in  narrow  passages  between  lofty 
rocks  that  sometimes  overhung  their  heads  so 
as  to  exclude  a  sight  of  the  heavens,  where  the 
stars  were  shining  in  all  their  brilliancy  and 
glory.  Mrs.  OTonnor  walked  by  the  side  of 
her  husband'*6  body,  her  heart  almost  bursting, 
whilst  Delaney  kept  near  her,  though  he  (arhaie 
to  disturb  her  grief. 

^^  I  had  hoped  betther  things  of  you,  Mr. 
Delaney,^  said  the  baronet  *^  I  have  heard  your 
name  spoken  of  as  a  thrue  pathriot  for  Irdand. 
But  this  is  not  thrue  pathriotism,  and  what  ean' 
you  do  should  these  misguided  men  be  taken,^ 
what  can  you  do  to  save  them  ?«— You  may 
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to  it !  But  I  must  trust  to  vour  aid.  Sir  Phe- 
lim  to  negodate — .  The  fdlow  there,"*  and  he 
pointed  to  O^Connor,  **  is  onlj  stunned  a  bit, 
though  Mike*s  argument  wiU  not  be  very  aoan 
driTen  from  his  head.  The  ladies  are  safe,  aD 
are  safe,  and  you  would  not  see  more  Iiiah 
Uood  staining  its  native  soil  ?  the  officer  com- 
manding, be  he  who  he  may,  does  not  know 
our  present  intents;  nor  indeed  can  I  fiilly 
answer  for  the  boys  if  once  they  are  thoroughly 
incensed.     You  know  their  nature,  sir,  and — -'** 

**  I  perfectly  comprehend  your  meaning,  Mr. 
Delaney,^  said  the  baronet,  interrupting  hnn, 
^*  and  on  condition  that  you  pledge  youradf 
never  to  mdest  Mrs.  O^Connor  or  her  husband 
again,  I  will  comply.^ 

'^  Lave  out  the  man,  sir,  and  I  instantly 
agree,^  replied  Dermot.  <^  It  is  he,  and  the 
likes  oi  him,  that  have  brought  me  to  tUs 
desperate  condition.  He  has  been  my  bane— 
my  curse, — a  broken-hearted  mother  dragged 
untimely  to  her  burial,— a  desolated  heart,— a 
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kire  kik  waawded  comndesi  whose  lives  will' 
hbOBie  fdriSeted  to  ontfaged  laws.-^ 
•  ^  It  yicwo  me  to  hear  the  cenftute  of  one 
flK>  is^ao  w«U  known  as  owld  IidandV  frfend,^ 
Rtuined  the  ooilttw ;  ^but  what  is  there left^ for 
theptosoribed  but  to  dare  his  foes,  or  quit  his 
oottuthijr.  I  ^ve  suffinred.  Sir  Phel]m,'-4)ut  it 
itpmciiialljr  for  thesa,^  and  he  waved  his  hand 
towstda.  his  foUowve^  *^  diat  I  draw  the  sword. 
Aafor  the  woondedy  tbej  have  been  taken  care 
of.  A  thnie  Iridbman  will  never  abandon  a 
ftiend  ki  distress.^ 

.  ^  I  trust  you  will  never  attempt  again  to 
dmhjtoj  the  peace  of  a  harmless  woman,  Mr. 
Ddan^y^  said  the  baronet.  ^  As  for  my  being 
now  detained,  although  an  outrage,  yet  I  know 
the  eausi^-rbut  should  your  scheme  fail,  what 
thea  do  foa  propose  to  do  ?^ 

^  No  injury  to  you  or  yours.  Sir  Phdim,'* 
returned  the  outlaw.  <«  I  have  enough  already 
to  atone  for^?— Curses  be  on  them  as  forced  me 

VOL.    I.  F 
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he  made  the  sign  of  the  croas  with  his  thumb 
and  finger,  and  pressed  it  to  his  lips. 

^<  Enough  !^  exdamed  the  baronet,  as  he 
again  pursued  his  way,  with  Lady  O^oole 
leaning  on  his  arm. 

Apart  from  these  and  side  by  side  walked 
Mike  Hagan  and  Larry  LafiaUi  like  twin 
Groliahs  overtopping  the  heads  at  their  neigh- 
bours. Near  them,  and  within  earshot,  came 
Bridget  M acarthy  the  nurse,  full  of  anxious 
fears  for  her  darlin  Kathleen,  and  well  knowing 
the  peril  they  had  yet  to  encounter,  for  she  was 
unacquainted  with  the  arrangement  entered  into 
between  Delaney  and  Sir  Phelim  O^oole. 

^^  An  purty  news  for  the  owld  mother  it  ull 
be,  Larry  Lafian,^  said  Mike  Hagan,  with 
mingling  feelings  of  emotion  and  contempt. 
^*  An  much  she  ^11  be  pleased  when  she  hears 
that  her  own  boy  (Larry  was  nearly  seven  feet 
in  altitude)  has  lent  himself  to  do  the  bidding 
of  his  counthry^s  enemies— why  ?«— An  joyous  it 
will  make  the  lasseen  in  the  valley  when  sbe^s 
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ioiitaiy  home,— mille  dioul,  and  I  yet  live  to 
bearitr 

^  I  can  make  no  deductions  in  my  terms,^" 

•aid  Sir    Phdim,    firmly    and   with    decision. 

^  Promise  me  you  will  never  i^gain  personaUy 

injure  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'^Connor,  nor  harm  any- 

Aing  hekHiging  to  them,  and  I  think  I  may 

^Qflure  your  safe  retreat ;  otherwise  lam  ready 

to  brave  the  worst,  though  it  may  fall  on  those 

^hom  I  esteem  dearest  and  best.^^ 

**  For  myself,  sir,  I  am  regardless  as  to  con- 
sequences,'' returned  Delaney,  in  a  reckless  tone ; 
^'but  for  these,^  again  he  waved  his  hand, 
'*  though  victory  is  sure,  yet  numbers  must 
P«wh,  and  not  a  throoper  would  be  Irft  alive 
to  carry  back  the  inteUigence  <rf  defeat.  I  will 
leave  the  conditions  to  yourself,  Sir  PheUm." 
*•  You  promise,  then  ?"*  uttered  the  baronet 

•*  ^  wddenly  stepped  and  grasped  Delaney  by 
^aim. 

"  My  oath  upon  it  !^  r^Hed  the  outlaw,  as 

F  2 
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(listilment  in  his  heart.  The  picture  of  his  early 
home,  and  the  girl  he  had  plighted  troth  with, 
rose  before  his  imagination.  ^*  An  will  you 
spake  pace  to  her,  Mike  ?^  said  he. 

^^  An  what  would  his  words  be  at  second- 
hand, Larry  LaiTan,  seeing  as  it^s  not  the  voice 
of  her  son  she  harde  ?^  uttered  Bridget  per- 
suasively. **  Go  back  to  her,  Larry,  and  com- 
fort her  owld  heart  in  the  chilling  winther  of  its 
age.  Lave  the  furaners  and  their  laws,  and 
rethum  to  your  own  counthry,  Larry.  Why, 
shure,  and  it'*s  a  quiet  conscience  as  yell  get, 
and  not  false  oaths  and  wicked  shuits  to  murther 
the  poor."" 

*^  Nor  broken  heads  and  bruised  limbs,^ 
chimed  in  Mike,  **  barring  in  the  way  of  love 
at  a  pathem  or  a  fair—- an  he  the  second  best  at 
the  shtick  of  any  man  in  the  province.*** 

The  report  of  a  musket  right  in  their  froat, 
and  the  whistling  of  a  bullet  close  above  their 
heads,  gave  intimation  that  further  progress 
would  be  contested.     They  were,  in  fact,  about 
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toemerge  from  the  pass  into  the  open  plain,  and 
as  only  two  could  go  out  abreast^  a  quick  and 
well-£vected  fire  was  calculated  to  produce  great 
destructioa  ammigst  the  insurgents.     The  Ser- 
jeant, when  he  withdrew  his  moi  from  amidst 
the  rocks,  had  sent  a  part  of  them  to  defend 
O'Connor    Hall,    should    the    rebels    proceed 
thither ;  whilst  with  the  rest  he  made  a  rapid 
iekur  to  the  entrance  of  the  pass,  naturally 
concluding  that  if  they  retreated  in  that  direc- 
tioD  they  would  be  almost  entirely  at  his  disposal. 
JDelaney,  however,  commanded  a  halt,  and  with 
that  quickness  of  thought  which  characterized 
him,  he  directed  all  his  men  who  had  fire-arms 
to  climb  the  rocks  in  the  best  way  they  could, 
but  not  to  fire  till  they  received  his  orders.     In 
a  very  short  space  of  time,  although  the  difficul- 
ties of  ascent  seemed  almost  insurmountable,  the 
rebels  had  accomplished  their  task ;  and  crouch- 
ing down  on  the  summit,  they  completely  held 
the  scddiers  under  their  guns,  though  the  dark- 
ness prevented  their  numbers  being  ascertained. 


turn,  and  you  are  safe.  Those  ft 
taught  to  resjx^ct  us;  our  com 
end.**" 

*^  Is  that  honourable,  Mr.  Del 
the  baronet ;  ^  bad  the  force  o] 
been  superior  to  yours,  would  y( 
dered  the  oontract  void  F^ 

«  The  oonditions.  Sir  Phdin 
tions,^  returned  Delaney  enei|peti 
not  in  my  oonsdenoe  keep  them  ai 
man.  He  may  purshue  me,  pera 
am  I  to  be  passive  ?  For  her,  I 
ever  be  safe  fiom  me ; — fior  him, 
no  personal  harm,  unless  in  set! 
you  content  with  that  ?*" 

The  baronet  was  speedily  ap 
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tflflMk  But  the  diflScidty  was  in  oonmnuucating 
frilfa  the  Serjeant,  as  there  could  not  be  a  doubt 
tktf,  whoever  ptesenCed  themselves  outside  die 
gage,  would  iastantiy  meet  thor  death.  As  a 
pHX)f  of  this,  Didaney  suqxnded  a  eottaxnore  at 
the  cud  of  a  pole,  and  thrusting  it  out,  it  was 
iateitly  piefoed  with  balls,  and  a  shout  arose 
ftom  the  scMiersaa  the  ihncied  rebd  fdl. 

^  Mike  HagsB  T  shouted  Delaney  to  Mike, 
wko,  wiUi  liftrry  by  his  sidey  was  seated  on  the 
iomnit  of  a  rock. 

^  An  if  s  here  I  am  to  the  fore,"  answered 
Ifike,  looking  down,  but  retaining  such  a  posi- 
tkm  thathb  old  companion  and  antagonist  could 
tshe  no  advantage  of  him. 

^  Fire  a  single  shot  overthem  throopers,  and 
then  let  all  the  men  shout— d*ye  mind,"^  said 
Ddaocy. 

**  I  do,^  replied  Mike ;  and  then  calling  to 
tlie  people  in  tbdr  own  tongue,  he  repeated  the 

atden: **  Padreen  Cshill,   send  a  bullet  out 

yonder,  and  don't  touch  anybody." 

F  5 
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Divel  a  bit  of  a  body  will  I  touch,*"  replied 
the  man,  as  he  presented  his  piece  right  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  soldiers,  and  fired.  Then 
arose  a  loud  shout  from  the  rocks;  and  the 
Serjeant  became  aware,  by  the  fall  of  one  of  his 
men,  how  much  his  position  was  exposed,  whilst, 
at  the  same  time,  he  wondered  at  the  forbearance 
of  the  rebels.  A  volley,  however,  was  fired 
upwards  by  the  incensed  soldiers,  who  were 
maddened  at  the  death  of  their  comrade ;  and 
this  drew  down  a  scattering  fire  from  the  insur- 
gents in  return. 

^AU  hope  of  conciliation  is  at  an  end.  Sir 
Phclim,^  said  Delaney  ;  <^  men  like  mine  cannot 
always  be  kept  under  oonthroul.  The  soldiers, 
however,  will  retreat  directly,  and  my  word 
shall  not  be  held  the  less  sacred  for  not  having 
had  occasion  to  use  your  promised  interfe- 
rence.** 

**  I  am  satisfied,  Mr.  Delaney,**  returned  the 
baronet ;  *<  but  let  me  beg  of  jo\i  to  stay  the 
work  of  daughter.** 
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"^  They  must  be  driven  off,  Sir  Phelim,''  urgi^l 
the  outlaw  ;  ^'  my  men  ghall  not  purshue  them, 
udess  they  attempt  to  follow  us.  I  bid  you 
fivewell.  Sir,  for  we  must  part  here. — Kathe- 
rine  [^  and  he  turned  to  Mrs.  O^Connor>  whilst 
his  Toice  underwent  a  change — ^^  Katherine! 
diis  if  my  last  adieu  in  this  world  !^  He  took 
her  passive  hand,  pressed  it  to  his  lips,  and  sud- 
denly burst  away. 

As  Delaney  had  anticipated,  the  seijeant  found 
that  his  lapround  was  no  longer  tenable;  the 
bugle  sounded  the  retreat ;  the  soldiers  rapidly 
withdrew ;  and  the  insurgents  falling  in,  in  regu- 
lar order  on  the  plain,  marched  off  till  they  were 
lost  sight  of  in  the  darkness — and  with  them 
went  Larry  Laffan,  the  driver. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  All  nwiDory  is  ft  trance. 
In  which  lore  t»  the  fondest  of  the  drcami — 
Or,  let  us  change  the  image — in  the  ihrine 
Of  the  Tciled  mdI  there  is  m  lyre  whoie  themM 
Ar«  vowed  to  lore— the  feeliiiga  are  its  ttring*." 
E.  L.  BtiLWKH. 


Mb.  (TCassot  (who  had  been  placed  Hitting 
on  the  ground  vith  his  back  ugaiiiHt  a  rock,  and 
his  head  supported  by  his  wifb)  gave  manife^ 
tations  of  retumtng  consciousness.  Had  the 
blow  been  much  heavier  it  must  have  dislocated 
his  neck,  and  probably  would  have  done  so  m 
it  was,  but  for  the  thick  well-padded  mllar  of 
his  coat  At  all  events  it  produced  insenii- 
bility  as  far  as  outward  objects  were  coacerTwd, 
and  the  siclLeniBg  sensation  and  disrinets   It 
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caused,  as  pefception  was  restc»ed,  rendeied  hii 
unable  to  move,  or  to  articulate  for  seme  coo- 

adoidile  time. 

Happily  the  soldiers  who  had  repaired  to 
OX^Dor  Hall  made  such  representations  that 
Bome  of  the  doinestiGB  hastened  to  the  holy  well, 
md  meeting  with  the  seigeant  and  his  retreat- 
ing party,  as  well  also  being  joined  by  a  rein* 
fiiroement,  who  bad  been  drawn  towards  the 
plioe  by  the  firing  and  the  blase  winch  illo* 
mined  the  sky,  they  repaired  to  the  cayem,  and 
finding  it  empty  they  traversed  the  defile,  and 
and  evenUudly  came  upon  Sir  Pbdim  and  the 
ladies.  A  rude  litter  of  tree  boughs  and  stakes 
was  quickly  put  together,  and  whflst  a  few 
remained  to  guard  Mr.  O^Conocn-  to  his  home, 
the  rest  set  out  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels. 

Many  wedu  rolled  over  the  head  of  the 
BMgistiBte,  during  whidi  he  was  unable  to  quit 
hischamber;  but  his  rigour  was  incrensed  rather 
than  rdaxed,  and  his  deputies  were  more  active 
than  ever,  though  in  their  personal  encounters 
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they  sadly  missed  their  champion  Larry  Laffan. 
Towards  his  wife  his  manners  had  assumed  a 
harshness  she  had  never  experienced  from  him 
before ;  in  fact  he  felt  sore,  though  he  was  too 
proud  to  own  it,  that  she  should  have  met  his 
rival  at  the  holy  well  ;  he  fancied  that  her 
solicitations  for  his  safety  had  humbled  him 
before  Delaney,  and  wounded  pride  rendered 
him  churlish  and  despotic.  With  the  family  at 
Castle  Toole  he  would  hold  no  communication 
or  correspondence,  and  Sir  Phelim,  after  two  or 
three  attempts  at  neighbourly  conciliation,  found 
it  necessary  out  of  respect  to  himself  to  desist. 

The  effects  of  the  rencontre  with  the  rebels 
was  not  long  in  producing  its  full  and  perni- 
cious influences  on  Mrs.  OTonnor  ;~premature 
labour  came  on,  and  after  a  dangerous  period 
she  brought  into  the  world  a  second  son, — she 
lived  but  to  look  upon  her  child,— a  cold  shud- 
der passed  over  her  frame,  and  her  spirit  winged 
its  flight  to  the  pure  realms  of  immortality  and 
peace. 
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Although  Mr.  O'Connor  had  somewhat 
dunged  in  Iub  usual  kindness  to  his  wife,  he 
had  nevertheless  loved  her  most  passionately, 
md  when  her  decease  was  announced,  it  de- 
prived him  for  a  time  of  reason.  He  had  never 
oanteroplated  such  a  thing  as  her  death,  and  its 
nddeniiesB  came  like  the  lightning^s  searing 
flidi  to  his  heart  and  brain.  For  months  he 
vas  in  a  state  of  moody  mdancholy,  and  when 
this  was  conquered  by  the  skilful  management 
and  attention  of  the  physician,  he  continued 
inconsolable  for  the  loss  he  had  sustained ;  no 
visitors  were  ever  invited  to  the  hall, — no  con* 
vivial  parties  ever  beheld  him  at  the  festive 
board,— 4ie  shunned  society,  though  he  still 
continued  his  active  duties  as  a  magistrate,  and 
at  the  commencement  of  a  new  reign  he  was 
flevated  to  the  dignity  and  title  of  a  baronet, 
as  a  reward  for  his  unwearied  exertions — some 
asserted  persecutions— against  suspicious  cha- 
racters, that  is,  the  poor  wretches  who  by  the 
cooTersicMi  <^  land  from  a  state  of  pasturage  to 
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that  of  tillage,  were  deprived  not  only  of  their 
work,  but  even  of  their  habitations.  The  com- 
mons were  enclosed  contrary  to  solemn  engage* 
ments,  and  thus  another  source  of  subsistence 
was  cut  off  from  them,  and  being,  according  to 
the  historian,  *'  provoked  to  resentment,  and 
joined  by  numbers  whom  idleness  had  driven 
into  vice  and  disorder,  these  unhappy  people 
assembled  together  at  night,  and  began  to  take 
the  redress  of  grievances  into  their  own  hands 
Beginning  with  the  demolishing  of  the  fences 
of  the  common  lands,  they  thence  obtained  the 
nunc  of  Levellers,  but  were  afterwards  distin* 
guished  by  that  of  Whiteboys,  from  the  pnu> 
tice  of  wearing  white  shirts  over  their  oomrooa 
apparel.^ 

The  royal  troops  were  very  active  against 
the  Whiteboysi  and  the  lord  lieutenant  had 
issued  pontive  commands  that  no  officer  should 
be  abaeat  from  his  lament,  as  was  then  too 
much  the  pmctioe,  for  commisions  in  the  anny 
were  at  that  time  looked  upon  as  a  aort  4if 
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niilocnitical  smecmek  The  outnge  in  the 
DOf^ibourliood  €i  OXkmDor  Hall,  together  with 
xnee  subsequent  Ticlenoe,  was  the  cause  of  a 
Domeroas  body  of  hovse  and  foot  being  posted 
ID  die  district,  and  as  Castle  Toole  was  never 
dosed  to  the  rites  of  hospitality,  numbers  of  the 
ttpiraBts  to  military  honours  were  frequent  in 
thdr  visits ;  nor  was  the  beauty  of  Miss  Alicia 
lets  canse  of  attraction  than  the  hearty  welcomeB 
of  her  indulgent  parents. 

Alicia  had  now  turned  her  eighteenth  year, — 
kyfely  as  nature  could  well  make  her, — warm- 
hearted  to  the  extreme  of  generosity,  finr  it  was 
fiienddiip  and  affection  that  kept  the  tbiDie 
•live, — attached  to  her  country,  and  sensible  of 
tile  WTOf^  of  her  rash  fidlow  subjects,  she 
became  the  idol  of  the  lower  orders,  though  the 
young  sprigs  of  nobility  who  had  been  aocus* 
tamed  to  butterfy  it  round  the  vice  regal  chair 
were  shocked  at  her  democratic  notions,  and  at 
the  humanity  she  practised  towards  her  suffering 
ndghbours,  whoee  cause  she  made  her  own. 


.«»-! 
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Amongst  the  young  officers  was  the  Honour- 
able Augustus  Frederick  Gordon,  a  lieutenant 
of  dragoons,  and  second  son  to  the  Earl  of 
Gordon,  Viscount  Grordon,  and  Baron  Farley,  a 
peer  of  the  realm  by  his  second  title,  and  one  of 
the  Privy  Council,  a  staunch  Whig  in  politics, 
inclining  more  to  liberality  than  the  usual  run 
of  the  caste.  Possessed  of  high  aristocratical 
notions,  he  hoped  and  desired  that  his  sons 
might  form  matrimonial  alliances  calculated 
to  extend  their  influence,  and  to  secure  their 
own  prosperity  in  future.  But  the  sons  were 
mortal ;  LfOrd  Farley,  the  eldest,  liad  married  a 
rich  citixen^s  daughter,  and  was  looked  upon  as 
lost  to  the  fashionable  world,  which  considered 
him  wrecked  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  though 
the  rock  on  which  he  had  struck  was  a  golden  one. 

The  noble  earl,  foiled  in  his  hopes  by  his  eldest 
son,  turned  with  more  eager  expectation  to  his 
second,  who  was  entirely  dependent  on  hit  father 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  present  rank  and  the 
prospects  of  bis  future  advancement,  which  the 
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more  fortunate  dder  brother  was  not.  He  was 
an  extremely  good-looking  young  man,  though 
the  cynics  pronounced  him  more  showy  than 
handsome ;  his  manners  were  prepossessing  and 
^g^i%;  ^  accomplishments  and  quickness 
of  intellect  far  beyond  the  usual  attainments  of 
the  scions  of  nobility ;  his  temper  was  doubtful, 
but  there  was  an  easy  carelessness  of  disposition 
that  often  rendered  him  the  dupe  of  designing 
knaves,  who  tempted,  and  led  him  into  error ; 
he  was  generous  and  humane,  and  could  enter 
into  all  the  enjoyments  of  life,  whether  they  were 
to  be  found  beneath  the  gilded  dome  of  a  regal 
mansion^  or  partaken  of  under  the  straw  thatch  of 
a  peasant^s  cottage ;  he  was  kind  and  charitable 
to  the  poor — the  advocate  of  the  oppressed — ^in 
aiiort,  he  was  the  very  individual  to  make  an 
impression  on  a  young  female  of  Alicia^s  tem- 
perament, and  she  was  the  personification  of  the 
belle  ideal  he  had  formed  of  the  being  whom 
his  very  soul  could  love. 
So  much  for  his  good  qualities — ^now  for  his 
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had ;  he  was  an  inveterate  gambler,  subject  to 
sudden  fits  of  moroseiiess  or  passion,  which, 
though  thej  did  not  last  long,  were  terrible 
whilst  upon  him,  and  made  him  dreaded  by  all 
who  witnessed  them,  or  experienced  their  effects. 
As  a  social  companion,  he  at  once  assumed  the 
manners  and  habits  of  those  with  whom  chance 
or  circumstances  had  located  him  for  the  time 
being ;  and  whether  it  was  the  solemn  divan  of 
antiquated,  but  coronetted  spinsters,  dealing  out 
scandal  with  the  cards,  or  jolly  good  topers  in  a 
tap-room,  who  destroyed  their  bodies  by  swal- 
lowing spirits — whether  in  the  senate  (for  he  was 
an  M.  P.  for  one  of  his  father^s  rotten  boroughs) 
or  in  the  cockpit,  shaking  hands  with  noble 
peers,  or  <<  tipping  his  mawley^  to  some  ignoUe 
boxer-^e  was  never  at  a  loss. 

These  latter  imperfections  were,  however,  un- 
known to  Miss  Alicia;  she  had  seen  only  the 
bright  side  of  the  picture,  and  not  the  reverse ; 
he  had  more  than  once  been  her  gratified  com- 
panion in  relieving  poor  fiuniliea  in  distress; 
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they  seemed  to  be  actuated  by  one  motive,  one 
poDciple,  die  heart,  for,  before  be  was  aware 
of  it,  be  passionately  loved  the  little  beauty,  and, 
heedless  as  to  oonsequenoes,  he  became  every 
dung  die  oDuld  desire.    But  Ali€ia'*s  was  not  a 
mind  to  be  trifled  with ;  she  had  a  keen  pene- 
tiitioD  of  her  own,  as  well  as  a  watchful  mother, 
whose  eye  and  ear  were  constantly  <m  the  alert 
Int  harm  should  befid  the  darling  of  her  he^rt. 
Tedious  courtships  are  generally  unknown  in 
Ireland.     Sir  Phelim^s  consent  to  their  union 
was  obtained,  provided  that  Uie  nobleearl  would 
proffer  no  objections,  and  make  a  suitable  pro- 
nsion  for  the  young  lieutenant  With  respect  to 
the^rst,  the  haughty  peer  neither  assented  nor 
dissented;  he  left  the  Honourable  Augustus 
Frederick  entirely  at  his  own  disposal ;  but  in 
rdferenoe  to  the  second,  he  decidedly  declared 
his  intention  of  withdrawing  all  future  support 
m  die  event  of  his  marrying  out  of  the  peerage. 
Sir  Phdim  was  nettled;  the  lieutenant,  in 
|ri«nat>lf  all  things  to  every  body,  had 
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crept  into  the  baronefs  good  graces,  so  as  to 
render  himself  somewhat  essential  to  his  enjoy- 
ments ;  he  was  a  keen  sportsman ;  never  flinched 
from  the  bottle,  yet  was  always  fit  to  appear 
afterwards  in  the  society  of  the  kidies ;  he  told 
a  clever  story,  could  sing  an  excellent  song, 
showed  himself  a  good  judge  of  horses  and  dogs, 
and  yet  conducted  himself  with  so  much  defe- 
rential respect,  that  his  remarks  seemed  to 
emanate  more  from  Sir  Phelim  himself  than 
from  the  gay  dragoon. 

With  Lady  O'Toole  he  was  equally  a  fa- 
vourite, for  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
pleasant  modes  of  gaining  a  lady^s  esteem ;  in 
fact,  what  would  have  taken  others  years,  of 
anxious  toil  and  study  to  acquire,  was  in  him 
perfect  nature — a  sort  of  Crichtoo  tar  good 
or  evil.  But  Alicia  iddixed  him ;  her  heart  was 
never  finrmed  fbr  cool,  calculating  speculatioa  m 
to  wealth  or  rank ;  she  saw  only  the  man  as  he 
appeared  in  all  hb  shining  and  remarkalUe 
qualities  faefixe  her;  she  loved  him  with  all  thr 
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ktcndty  ot  a  young  and  artless  Irishwoman, 
md  die  would  have  perished  had  he  betrayed 
mi  left  her. 

What  was  to  be  done?  The  Honourable 
Angustus  Frederick,  with  the  most  perfect  can- 
dMB*,  revealed  hiratuation  to  the  baronet,  who 
us  piqued  by  the  slight  the  peer  had  put  upon 
Ae  descendant  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Ireland. 
The  noble  earl  had  talked  of  his  aristocratic 
italtion,  but  the  baronet  d— -d  his  blood  for 
placing  it  in  competition  with  the  royal  current 
that  flowed  in  the  veins  of  the  O^Tooles. 

*^And  what^s  to  be  done  in  this  affair,  Mr. 
Gordon,^  enquired  Sir  Phelim,  as  the  two  gen- 
tlemen sat  over  the  bottle,  after  the  departure  of 
the  ladies  from  the  dinner  table.  ^^  I  would 
speak  with  all  due  respect  of  the  noble  earl, 
your  father — fill  your  glass  Augustus,  and  pass 
Ae  wine  back— yes,  with  every  respect,  but  my 
Httk  darleen  shall  go  b^ging  to  no  peer  of  the 
redm— DO,  nor  even  to  his  sacred  Majesty  either, 
God  Uesa  him,  though  he's  a  young  and  gra- 
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cious  king  as  well  might  wish  to  have  such  a 
beautiful  bride  for  his  queen,  and  she  with  royal 
blood  in  her  veins.'^ 

^<  I  fully  comprehend  the  difficulty  of  my 
situation,  sir,*"  responded  the  Honourable  Au- 
gustus Frederick,  as  he  fiUed  his  glass ;  "  but 
I  assure  you,  sir,  that  every  thing  which  honour 
and  affection  can  dictate,  it  shall  be  my  earliest 
study  to  perform." 

*'  No  one  doubts  you,  Mr.  Gordon  ;  at  leasts 
no  one  in  Castle  Toole,*^  rejoined  the  baronet, 
as  he  held  up  his  glass  between  his  eye  and  the 
wax-light.  ^^  But,  sir — drink  your  wine  Au* 
gustus,  and  fill  again,  for  we  mustn^t  be  long 
absent  from  the  ladies,  and  the  decanter  is  only 
half  empty — I  was  saying,  sir,^  he  paused  fbr 
a  minute,  and  then  continued :  <^  D —  it^  I  don^ 
know  what  I  was  saying  or  going  to  say.  It's 
a  work  of  delicacy,  young  gentleman,  and  during 
dinner,  whilst  I  was  dismembering. the  goose^  a 
thought  crossed  me^not  the  meny-thougfat« 
you  wag,  for  I  see  your  grin ;— no^  no^  but  an 


HAMILTON  KING.  121 

idea  came  over  my  mind  that  you  should  go  to 
London  and  see  your  father — ^  and  the  baronet 
paused. 

^  Any  thing  you  may  be  pleased  'to  direct. 
Sir  Phelim,  shaU  meet  with  prompt  obedience,^ 
«id  the  young  officer ;  ^^  my  future  happiness  is 
in  your  hands^ 

"  Yes — ^yes,  you  shall  see  your  noble  father,^ 
nid  Sir  Phelim  ;  *^  and  if  a  personal  interview 
has  no  ^ect — if  he  is  still  inexcNrable — "^  the 
harooet  stqf^ped  and  mused. 

"  I  throw  myself  upon  your  mercy,  sir,*' 
uttered  the  dragoon,  to  whom  suspense  seemed 
agony.  ^^  Your  decision  must  make  me  either 
happy  or  miserable  through  the  residue  of  my 
days-'* 

^^  And  is  it  make  you  miserable  I  would  P 
said  the  kind4iearted  baronet.  ^^Not  I,  my 
boy.  But  it  is  a  delicate  affiiir.  My  daughter 
dudl  be  farced  into  no  man'^s  family.  Thank 
God!  her  blood  is  more  than  noble;  and  as  she  is 
to  be  my  heiress,  why  her  fortune,  let  alone  her 
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l)eaiity  and  accomplishments,  need  not  be  put 
up  to  auction.  Still  it  is  lier  happiness  I  have 
most  at  lieart — donH  sip  your  wine,  Augustus, 
l)ut  empty  your  glass,  and  fill  again ;  I  am 
waiting  for  tlie  bottle — I  was  saying  it  is  her 
happiness  I  have  most  at  heart ;  and  if  the 
earl  refuses,  FU  get  you  removed  to  some  otlier 
station.*^ 

^'  Good  God !  wliat  is  it  you  can  mean,  Sir 
Plielim  ?^  exclaimed  the  young  man,  in  evident 
alarm.  ^'  Would  you  fix  my  earthly  doom  in 
wretchedness  ?— would  you  force  me  away  ?^ 

^^  For  a  few  months,  Augustus— qnly  for  a 
few  months,  to  test  the  interval,^  replied  the 
kind-hearted  baronet  *^  Both  of  you  arc  young 
— too  young  for  an  immediate  union.  And  who 
Knows  what  may  happen  in  the  mean  time.^^ 

^^  True,  sir,  very  true,^  responded  the  officer, 
looking  rueful  enough ;  ^^  no  one  can  tell.  My 
regiment  may  be  ordered  abroad ;  Miss  Alidai 
perhaps — ^yet  no,  I  will  not  wrong  her  nature 
by  one  ungenerous  thought^I  will  be  obedicDt 
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to  coQimand,  Sir  Phelim.     Dispose  of  me  as  you 
please.^ 

^(  Well,  be  a  good  lad  during  your  probation 
«— the  wine  stands  with  you— and  we  shall  see 
what  the  end  of  it  will  be.*^ 

'^  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  altogether  excluded 
6oin  your  hospitable  mansion,  Sir  Phelim,^^ 
nid  the  lieutenant,  deprecatingly.  ^^  I  hope  1 
may  sometimes — ^ 

^  The  gates  of  Castle  Toole  shall  never  be 
dosed  against  you,*^  returned  tha  baronet. 
^  But  come,  fill  a  bumper :  we're  rather  below 
the  mark.  Let  us  drink  <  the  ladies.' ""  The 
command  was  complied  with  enthusiastically  by 
the  young  officer,  after  which  Sir  Phelim  con- 
tinued: *^  I  was  saying  the  gates  of  Castle  Too)e 
shall  never  be  closed  against  you  as  long  as  you 
contiDue  to  retain  my  friendship,  but  you  must 
not  come  too  often.  Attend  strictly  to  your 
military  duties.  I  am  somewhat  known  to 
Lord  Halifax,  and — but  times  will  change. 
Your  fiither*8  commands  must  be  obeyed ;  it  is 
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your  duty  to  obey  them,  nor  will  I  sanction 
any  thing  like  disobedience.  There,  don*t  look 
so  melancholy ;  well  take  the  field  early  in  the 
morning,  and  renew  the  conversation  as  we  ride 
home.  By  the  bye,  Miis  lord.ship^  is  getting 
quite  stubborn."' 

^^  Do  you  mean  the  earl  or  the  horse,  sir  ?^ 
inquired  Augustus,  with  a  look  of  arch  demure- 
ness. 

^^  I  mean  the  horse,  to  be  sure — tlie  horse, 
you  wag !"  returned  Sir  Phelim,  laughing  as 
he  refilled  his  glass.  **  You  shall  ride  him  for 
me  td-monow.  Now,  fill  your  glass— oome,  no 
flinching."  The  young  man  obe}*ed.  *<Aiid 
now  the  decanter  is  empty,  well  adjourn  to  the 
ladies.** 

That  evening  was  passed  in  more  anxiety  and 
sadness  than  Alicia  had  erer  experienced  before. 
She  waa  sincerdy,  devotedly  attached  to  the 
young  ofBoer;  and  though  her  pride  was  am- 
fiibly  hurt  at  the  earrs  uncourteous  conduct, 
yet  no  blame  whatever  oould  be  ianputed  to  the 
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HoDOurable  Augustus  Frederick.  Still  she  was 
ncbcr  nettled  that  the  lieutenant  should  have 
90  readily  acquiesced  in  the  proposal  of  her 
irther  for  his  departure  from  the  nag^ihourhood 
of  the  castle. 

The  hounds  met  the  following  morning.  The 
muster  was  numerous  and  respectable;  la  fox 
i«ss  soon  found,  and  away  they  w»it  in  full  cry 
to  enjoy  that  exhilarating  exercise  which  is  th^ 
delight  of  the  hunter.  The  Hcmourable  Au- 
gustus Prederick,  according  to  agreement  the 
evening  before,  was  mounted  on  ^'  his  lordship,'^ 
*s  sdf-wiUed  beast,  that  required  good  manage- 
BMnt,  but  in  other  respects  a  capital  horse  for 
itrength  and  spirit.  Now,  whether  the  lieu- 
tenant'^s  thoughts  were  otherwise  occupied^  or 
from  whatever  cause  it  sprung,  certain  it  is  that 
he  attended  but  little  to  the  spent,  and  still  less 
to  his  animal,  who,  with  the  natural  instinct 
peculiar  to  the  hunter,  was  speedily  made  sen- 
able  of  the  £act,  and  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
took  advantage   of  it  by  pitching  his   rider 
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over  his  head  into  a  broad  deep  dyke  that  the 
dragoon  wished  him  to  cross  without  the  aid  of 
a  bridge.  Had  he  merely  fallen  into  the  water, 
the  cold-bath  might  have  had  a  beneficial  effect 
upon  his  spirits,  so  as  to  revive  him  from  his 
lethargy ;  but  unfortunately  there  was  part  of  a 
gate  sticking  in  the  clay  bottom,  and  upon  this 
the  young  lieutenant  descended,  dislocating  his 
shoulder,  and  fracturing  two  of  his  ril)s. 

Sir  Phelim*s  sport  for  the  day  was  ended — 
the  matter  was  too  serious  to  be  left  to  the  di- 
rection of  others.  A  carriage  was  promptly 
procured,  and  the  Honourable  Augustus  Fre- 
derick was  conveyed  back  to  the  castle  in  a 
dangerous  state,  to  the  great  alarm  of  Lady 
O^Toole,  and  the  severe  grief  of  Miss  Alicia. 
Surgeons  had  been  immediately  sent  for,  and 
of  course  they  were  instant  in  their  attendance, 
for  noble  ribs  require  greater  promptitude  than 
those  of  plebeians.  The  bones  were  well  set ; 
quiet  and  care  insisted  upon,  with  a  due  portion 
of  medicine  regularly  administered. 
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A  communicatioo  was  forwarded  to  the  earl, 
acquainting  him  vrith  the  occurrence,  and  the 
Irish  Uood  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Ireland  was 
again  inflamed  by  an  assertion  of  the  aristocratic 
fiither,  that  his  son  had  done  it  on  purpose,  and 
oommanding  the  lieutenant  to  quit  Irdand  as 
scxm  as  he  was  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  removed ; 
leave  of  absence  having  been  obtained  for  that 
express  purpose.  As  a  matter  of  course,  this 
order  did  not  in  any  way  tend  to  accelerate  the 
gentleman's  recovery.  He  was,  however,  at 
length  pronounced  out  of  danger — the  rites  of 
frank-hearted  hospitality  were  freely  and  fully 
extfcised.  Alicia  frequently  visited  the  invalid 
with  her  mother,  who  had- personally  nursed 
him  with  great  care  and  kindness,  and  the  lieu* 
tenant  went  the  length  of  declaring  that  ^'  his 
Wdbhip^  was  the  best  friend  he  ever  had. 

The  time  arrived  when  the  Honourable  Au- 
gustus Frederick  was  able  to  quit  his  apart- 
ment, and  on  one  of  those  resplendent  evenings 
when  Nature  holds  supreme  dominion  over  the 
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human  heart,  the  lovers  enjoyed  a  delicious  in- 
terchange of  TOWS,  binding  them  to  mutual  af- 
Tection  and  fidelity.  The  next  day  they  parted, 
and  the  lieutenant  proceeded  to  Dublin,  from 
whence  he  crossed  the  water,  and  travelled  by 
easy  stages  to  London.  Here  he  was  graciously 
received  by  the  earl,  who  looked  upon  his  obe- 
dience as  an  evidence  that  all  further  corres- 
pondence with  the  O'Tooles  was  at  an  end; 
but  when,  in  the  coifrse  of  an  inquisitorial  con- 
versation, he  ascertained  how  the  facts  clearly 
stood,  his  vexation,  acting  upon  an  extremely 
irritable  temperament,  threw  him  into  an  uncon- 
trollable fit  of  rage ;  his  passion  burst  forth  like 
a  torrent,  sweeping  even  reason  before  it;  he 
raved  like  a  maniac,  or  rather  like  a  d^noniac, 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  direst  denunciations,  a 
gush  of  blood  issued  from  his  mouth  and  nos- 
trils: he  had  burst  an  artery,  and  in  a  few 
hours  was  a  corpse. 

So  melancholy  a  catastrophe  operated  very 
powerfully  on  the  mind  of  the  son,  and  brought 
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OD  severe  indisposition ;  ia  fact,,  be  was  reduced 
to  the  very  brink  of  the  gra  ve^  and  but  for  the 
dull  and  unremitting  assiduity  of  the  pbysiciaiiy 
lie  must  have  sank  under  his  affliction.     His 
brother,  now  raised  to  the  earldom,  treated  him 
with  real  fraternal  a&ction  ;  nor  was.  the  coun- 
tess wanting    in  those  acts    of  kindness  that 
evidence  a  feeling  and  benevolent  heart.     But 
there  was  another  thing  that  tended  materially 
towards  his  recovery,  vir.  the  prospect  of  being 
united   to   Miss  O^Toole;    for  the  will  of  his 
fiuher  had  made  no  distinction  between  the  two 
brothers  as  to  personal  property,  and  Augustus 
found  himself  amply  provided  for.     In  fact,  as 
soon  as  the  proper  jieriod  for  mourning  had  ex- 
pired. Castle  Toole  displayed  a  brilliancy  such 
as  had  never  been  seen  within  its  walls  before,  to 
odebiate  the  mairiage  of  the  ^*  young  misthress, 
having  the  raal  blood  of  the  ould  kings  of  Ire- 
land in  her  veins,  with  a  bom  gentleman  of  the 
QohiJity  of  England — ^Hurroo  !"" 
Glorious  was  the  day,^and  Alicia,  beautiful  as 
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the  morning-star,  when  the  first  silvery  light  of 
early  dawn  surrounds  it — warm,  yet  chaste- 
smiled  with  delight  on  the  bridegroom  of  her 
heart.  There,  too,  were  Sir  Phelim  and  his 
valued  lady ;  the  baronet''s  countenance  fraught 
with  honest  pride  and  jocund  glee — ^liis  wife, 

"  With  a  smile  on  her  cheek,  but  a  tear  in  her  eye," 

looked  with  a  mother^s  fondness  on  a  daughter 
with  whom  she  was  soon  to  part,  having  entrusted 
her  future  happiness  to  the  care  and  custody  of 
another.  Yet  other  thoughts  were  still  actively 
busy :  **  Who  would  tend  her  with  the  same 
unwearying  devotion  that  her  maternal  parent 
had  ?  Who  would  look  upon  her  little  failings 
and  imperfections  with  the  same  partial  eye  as 
she  who  nursed  her  in  her  infancy  f^  Hopes  and 
fears,  prayers  and  blessings,  came  spontaneously 
mingling  on  the  lips,  and  all  the  mother  kindled 
in  her  bosom. 

Glorious,  indeed,  was  the  day !    There  were 
all  the  gentry  from  miles  around  the  country ; 
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there  were  the  peasantry  and  tenantry  of  tlie 
i^ghbourhood  ;  and  even  the  still-workers  from 
the  mountains  assembled  to  do  honour  to  the 
occasion.  Outlaws,  that  had  ensconced  them- 
selves for  many  a  long  dreary  month  in  solitary 
concealment,  ventured  forth,  as  if  fearless  of 
mdestation  dimng  the  general  rejoicing ;  and, 
in  fact,  there  seemed  to  be  a  total  cessation  of 
hostilities  in  the  district,  the  flag  of  truce  being 
entwined  with  the  banner  of  Hymen.  All  loved 
the  O^ooles,  and  all  joyously  united  in  testifying 
their  regard  on  this  happy  event. 

All  ?— oh  no !  not  all^-for  there  was  one  who 
su  cheerless  and  sad  in  his  home  of  sorrow ;  no 
beam  of  light  breaking  in  upon  the  darkness  of 
his  heart ;  no  cheering  ray  of  hope  illumining 
the  desolation  of  his  mind.  The  sun  shone  forth 
with  brilliant  splendour ;  but  the  room  of  the 
noody  man  was  darkened  by  the  thick  heavy 
cmrtains  that  were  drawn  across  the  windows, 
creating  a  dubious  twilight  in  the  midst  of 
hrightnesfl^  and  rendering  the  antique  furniture 
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of  the  apartment  fantastically  mournfal  in  the 
unnatural  gloom.  The  heavens  were  calm  and 
clear ;  not  a  whisper — not  a  hreath  was  heard ; 
no  wind  swept  the  foliage  even  to  awaken  the 
slumbering  leaves  from  their  dreamy  rest; 
the  silence  was  profound. 

The  individual  was  young  in  years — but  the 
ravages  of  austerity  and  grief  were  visible  in  his 
hollow  cheeks  and  sunken  eyes.  He  sat  with  his 
elbow  on  the  table,  and  his  forehead  reclining 
on  his  open  palm,  as  lie  bent  his  sight  upon  a 
fine  old  hound  that  crouched  at  his  feet,  and 
seemed  to  partake  of  his  master^s  thoughtful 
melancholy ;  for  he  looked  up  in  his  face,  as  if 
musing  on  events  that  had  made  such  sad 
changes  on  a  countenance  whose  expression  in- 
stinct had  taught  him  to  read  with  accurate 
precision. 

Numerous  weapons,  principally  fire-arms,  were 
handily  arranged,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  instant 
use;  and  they  marked  the  characteristic  of  sus- 
picion in  the  owner's  breast.  At  a  sh(»l  distance 
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m  hi$  fimut^  seated  qd  a  low  stool,  with  her 
filfaowa  resting  on  her  knees,  and  her  clenched 
huuk  firmly  fixed  beneath  her  chin  to  support 
ber  head,  was  an  elderly  female,  whose  grey 
kttis  desoeoded  below  her  close  cap  with  flowing 
la[^)ets  OD  each  side,  and  who  wore  a  sort  of 
dark  aa^  cloak  or  mantle  over  her  shoulders ; 
wfaflst  her  looks  were  alternately  bent  upon  the 
JBan  and  upon  his  faithful  animal.  It  was  the 
JMirse  Bridget — and  he  whom  she  fronted  was 
krd  of  O'Connor  Hall ! 

Since  the  death  of  his  wife,  Sir  Terence  had 
fired  in  a  state  of  seclusion ;  he  expressed  but 
anali  attachment  for  his  children,  who  were  con- 
signed to  the  care  of  menials.  Bridget  had 
quitted  the  Hall  to  return  to  her  native  home; 
but  she  had  now  been  summoned  by  the  baronet, 
in  consequence  of  his  eldest  boy  having  disap- 
psued  in  a  manner  so  mysterious  tliat  no  clue 
wfaatever  could  be  obtained  as  to  the  means  of 
hit  removalf  or  whether  he  was  living  or  dead* 
la  fact,  nothing  whatever  was  known,  except 
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that  he  was  gone ;  and  as  every  probable  place 
had  been  examined  without  avail,  the  mind  of 
the  unhappy  man  was  left  to  its  own  torturing 
conjectures. 

Bridget  declared  her  inability  to  afford  hiui 
information,  although  she  professed  to  have 
been  diligent  in  her  inquiries  and  investigation ; 
she  had  just  finished  her  report,  and  was  still 
in  the  presence  of  the  baronet  as  above  described} 
watching  the  effects  that  her  narrative  was  caU 
culated  to  produce. 

But  this  is  a  day  of  rejoicing ;  and,  therefore, 
we  must  quit  the  sombre  sliades  of  O'^Connor 
Hall  for  the  mirth  and  pleasure  of  Castle  Toole. 
And  right  joyfully  did  the  pealing  sounds  of 
revelry  fill  tlie  air !  Millions  of  welcomes  were 
showered  upon  all  i»mers;  unbounded  hospi* 
tality  prevailed ;  the  feast  was  spread  with  lavish 
profusion  for  both  rich  and  poor;  the  sweet 
strains  of  music  were  responded  to  by  the 
danoers ; — in  short,  it  was  a  jubilee  of  unlimited 
ddight,  and  the  remembrance  was  chcfrished  fiir 
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many  years  by  all  who  shared  iti   the  happy 
latinties. 

In  a  few  weeks  Alicia  and  her  husband  de- 
parted for  England,  and  in  London  were  warmly 
welcomed  by  the  earl  and  countess.  The  beauty 
of  the  bride  was  the  prevailing  topic  of  the  St. 
James's  worid ;  but  it  was  decided  upon  by  the 
leaders  of  the  ton,  that  her  native  simplicity  of 
mind  and  manners  would  not  do  for  more  than 
one  season.  As  the  lovely  wild  Irish  girl,  she 
was  considered  as  no  contemptible  novelty  to 
attract  an  assembly ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  conse- 
quence, invitations  poured  in  from  all  quarters, 
the  principal  portion  of  which  her  husband  had 
the  good  sense  to  decline— ^reserving,  however,  a 
few  whose  friendship,  though  questionable,  it  was 
nevertheless  necessary  to  cultivate ;  and  thus  the 
novelty-hunters  found  themselves  foiled. 

But  another  and  more  important  change  took 
frfaoe  soon  afterwards  in  the  circumstances  of 
Alicia ;  for  even  before  the  season  was  brought 
to  a  ooncluaion,  the  young  earl  was  seized  with 
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sudden  illness  in  the  House  of  Peers,  and 
brought  home  more  dead  than  alive.  His  disorder 
baffled  tlie  skill  of  the  physicians,  and  was  so 
rapid  in  its  devastation,  that  at  the  expiration  of 
a  fortnight  he  breathed  his  last  in  the  arms  of 
his  heart-broken  lady ;  and  in  another  week,  his 
crimson  velvet-covered  coffin  was  deposited  in 
the  family  vault,  by  the  side  of  that  of  his 
deceased  father — a  sad  memorial  of  the  muta- 
bility of  human  greatness,  and  a  humbling  lesson 
on  the  uncertainty  of  existence. 

Thus,  in  a  short  time,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
Phelim  O'^Toole  became  a  countess,  though  the 
title  was  not  immediately  taken,  as  it  was  by  no 
means  certain  that  there  might  not  be  another 
claimant.  The  question,  however,  was  soon 
afterwards  set  at  rest,  and  the  newly-married 
couple  took  their  appointed  places  amongst  the 
nobility  of  the  land. 

For  several  months,  Alicia  (now  Lady  Gor- 
don) felt  herself  supremely  blest ;  her  husband 
was  all  that  her  fondest  desires  could  wish ;  the 
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wi^med  cofuntess  became  a  sister  and  a  fiierid ; 

-  ,  -  ,  ^         ^  •     •      ^  ,  .      . 

royal  favours  and  smiles  were  bestowed  lipon 

her,  for  the  king  and  queen  had  themselves  but 

'      . "  ' 

recently  entered  the  wedded  state,  and  perpetual 
sunshine  seetned  to  settle  on  her  head. 

But  the  heart  of  the  youthful  countess  was 
more  adapted  to  domestic  enjoyments  than  to  the 
glittering  circle  at  St  Jameses ;  and  though  she 
imew  herself  to  be  the  object  of  universal  admi- 
ration, yet  she  shrunk  from  public  gaze,  and 
sighed  for  that  delightful  privacy  which  is  so 
exquisitely  precious  to  the  innocent  and  artless 
mind.  The  earl,  too,  was  now  much  oftener 
from  her  side;  and  when  she  looked  back  at  the 
happy  moments  which  she  had  formerly  enjoyed, 
when  he  was  her  "devoted  companion  at  Castle 
To(de,  she  ardently  longed  for  a  renewal  of  what 
was  to  her  a  season  of  indescribable  bliss. 

At  first,  business  alone  drew  the  young  noble- 
man from  his  home  and  bride,  for  he  had  ob- 
tained a  diplomatic  appointment  of  some  trust, 
and  was  diligent  and  attentive  to  its  duties ;  but 
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old  associations  were  revived,  the  novelty  of 
wedded  life  was  wearing  off,  and  other  pleasures 
had  their  attractions,  till  he  gradually  yielded 
to  their  seductive  influences,  and  the  })assion9 
that  had  never  been  eradicated,  progressively 
resumed  their  ascendancy  over  his  mind  and 
actions.  Still  Lady  Gordon,  though  she  deeply 
regretted  his  absence,  was  unconscious  of  there 
l)eing  any  cause  fur  complaint ;  he  was  kind, 
indulgent,  and  affectionate,  almost  to  a  fault. 
She  had  immense  wealth  at  her  disposal ;  luxu- 
ries of  all  kinds,  and  of  every  clime,  awaited  her 
commands ;  but  yet  she  sighed  for  the  unosten- 
tatious retirement  of  her  native  Irish  home,  and 
she  longed  to  dispense  the  bounties  with  which 
heaven  had  been  pleased  to  favour  her,  amongst 
the  poor  peasantry,  who  were  constantly  asso- 
dated  with  the  recollections  of  the  parental 
roof. 

But  the  time  approached  when  she  gave  indi» 
cations  of  becoming  a  mother,  and  for  a  season 
tlie  earFs  attentions  were  unremitting.  Unfortu* 
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nately,  however,  a  fall  destroyed  his  expecta- 
tions, and  the  disappmntment  seemed  to  work  so 
oonsidendiie  a  change  in  his  manners,  that  Lady 
Gordon  could  not  but  be  fully  sensible  of  it. 
Alas !  that  there  should  be  any  of  the  female  sex 
90  deroid  of  principle  as  to  take  pleasure  in 
withdrawing  the  afiections  from  the  wedded 
wife,  though  it  rarely  happens  that  they  secure 
those  afiections  for  themselves.  Yet  such  there 
are,  and  to  the  wily  blandishments  of  a  danseuae 
at  the  Opera  House,  the  noble  and  talented 
Gordon  became  a  victim. 

Was  he  blameless  in  this  ?  Certainly  not ;  his 
conduct  merited  the  severest  reprehension,  if  not 
condemnation,  for  there  was  confiding  and  at- 
tadied  beauty  in  the  person  of  his  lovely  wife, 
who  based  her  earthly  happiness  upon  the  hus- 
band whom  she  almost  worshipped;  and  yet, 
whilst  she  stood  in  the  pride  of  fancied  security, 
he  was  undermining  her  peace;  whilst  she 
thought  hersdf  the  envy  of  those  who  suflFered 
neglect  from  their  partners,  she  was  actually  the 
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object  of  pity  to  those  whose  situation  slie  com- 
miserated. 

Here,  then,  was  ruin  in  full  operation,  to 
work  its  baneful  and  pernicious  effects  on  one 
of  the  fairest  and  most  innocent  of  God^s  crea^ 
tion.  Happily  it  was  long  concealed  from  her, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  period  advanced  for  the 
prospect  of  her  again  becoming  a  mother,  that 
the  astonishing  facts  burst  upon  her;  and  as 
the  avalanche  with  impetuous  force  rolls  ist 
enormous  weight  upon  its  victims,  so  did  the 
horrible  conviction  overwhelm  her  reason  ;  and 
when,  after  many  months,  her  intellect  was  re- 
stored, her  heart  was  crushed  and  bowed  down, 
never  to  feel  the  elasticity  of  hope  again. 

But  the  young  countess  knew  and  persevered 
in  her  duty  as  a  wife,  and  ultimately  the  earl 
experienced  remorse  at  being  the  cause  of  such 
intense  suffering.  He  gave  up  his  appcnntment, 
and  retired  to  his  beautiful  seat  in  the  country, 
detenmned,  if  possible,  to  redeem  the  past  \ 
for  he  had  esperienoed  what  Solomon  had  pre* 
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viously  diaoovered,  that  **  all  was  vanitj  and 

vexation  of  spirit.'"     But  the  character  which 

h«s  been  given  of  him.  in  the  earlj  part  of  this 

chapter,  on  introduciiig  him  to  the  reader,  waa 

^ly  more  and  more  exemplified ;  and  though, 

at  the  expiration  of  six  years  from  thar  union, 

the  countess,  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  wbich 

4^tached  him  from  many  of  his  demoralizing 

pursuits,  yet,  like  a  wilful  suicide,  though  he 

was  surrounded  by  every  thing  which  Provi- 

daioe  had  bestowed  as  blessings,  he  persisted  in 

eonverting  them  into  curses;    and   when  his 

child  had  attained  her  fifth  year,  he  sank  into 

the  grave,  unwept  and  unregretted,  leaving  the 

countess  a  splendid  fortune,  but,  in  the  case  of 

her  marrying,  to  revert  to  his  daughter. 

I^ady  Grordon  was  still  beautiful,  and  numerous 
were  the  ofiers  she  received ;  but  she  declined 
them  all,  though  one  was  backed  by  a  dueal 
opionei.  She  preferred  the  quiet  of  retir^oaent 
with  her  child,  to  all  the  fascinations  of  the  world 
and  the  temiytations  of  ambition.    Her  parents 
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still  lived,  and  she  visited  them,  gladdening  their 
hearts,  and  dispensing  her  generous  bounty  tu 
the  poor ;  but  the  principal  portion  of  her  time 
was  ])assed  in  Kent,  where  she  was  universally 
Ixdoved. 

Her  daughter  grew  the  very  counterpart  of 
what  her  mother  had  been  at  the  same  age ;  but, 
unhappily,  manifesting  at  times  a  portion  of  her 
father'^s  unamiable  propensities.  These  the 
anxious  parent  endeavoured  to  eradicate ;  and, 
as  the  maiden'^s  years  increased,  the  fond  mother 
had  the  satisfaction  to  perceive  the  good  results 
of  patience  and  perseverance ;  and  she  looked 
forward  with  pleasure,  though  not  unmingled 
with  anxiety,  when  her  child  would  beccmie  the 
<«tay  and  prop  of  her  declining  life. 

Inscrutable  are  the  ways  and  decrees  of  Omni- 
potence !  The  Creator  seeth  not  as  his  creatuie 
seeth ;  he  giveth  and  he  taketh  away,  and  who 
shall  arraign  his  immaculate  wisdom?  The 
l)eautiful  girl,  highly  accomplished,  attained  her 
mxtemth  year,  the  pride  of  her  motlier^a  heart, 
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the  delight  of  her  mother^s  eyes.  Young  as  she 
was,  the  royal  saflor,  Prince  William  Henry, 
then  in  his  eighteenth  year,  was  captivated  more 
by  the  sweetness  of  her  disposition  than  by  her 
loveliness,  and,  in  the  frankness  of  his  nature, 
be  acknowledged  his  regard.  But  death ! — 
death  was  busy.  Subtle  disease  eren  then  was 
(Keying  upon  her  vitals ;  and  in  less  than  six 
months  she  was  consigned  to  the  cold  tomb  of 
her  ancestors — another  evidence  of  the  frailty  of 
human  life! 

For  some  time  Lady  Grordon  was  inconsolable, 
but  religion  came  to  her  aid ;  she  kissed  the  rod, 
and  bent  meekly  to  the  stroke,  consoling  herself, 
as  David  of  old  did,  *^  Though  she  cannot  return 
to  me,  yet  I  can  go  to  her." 

And  now  the  countess  was  at  the  residence  of 
Mrs.  Jones,  to  comfort  her  under  the  bereaving 
affliction  she  had  also  sustained ;  but  so  grati- 
fied was  her  ladyship  with  the  appearance  and 
behaviour  of  little  Ellen,  that  she  at  once  pro- 
posed to  adopt  her  as  her  own — ^it  would  serve 
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to  fill  up  the  vacuum  in  her  heart ;  and  the 
serjeanf  8  wife  was  invited  to  accompany  her. 

The  offer  was  promptly  communicated  to  the 
monarch ;  her  majesty  eagerly  advised  its  ac- 
ceptance ;  every  arrangement  was  speedily  con- 
cluded ;  and  young  Ellen,  assuming  the  maiden 
name  of  her  benefactress,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
pr}4ng  curiosity  of  tlie  domestics,  was  conveyed 
as  a  relation  to  Mendelshem  Park— directions 
having  been  left  at  Weymouth,  that  should 
any  intelligence  be  obtained  of  the  lads,  it  was 
to  be  instantly  forwarded  to  the  noble-minded 
and  generous  countess. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Mow  bri^tto  the  ardent  lovers  eye 

Is  ibt  moon  iD  the  beavoos  abo%%y 
When  ffummer  winds  wake  the  balmy  sj^h 
From  tiow'rs  that  heave  their  breasts  on  high, 

And  woo  the  bre^se  to  their  wantoo  love ; 
But  dearer  to  me  is  the  roaring  gaJe, 
The  rolling  sea,  and  the  close-reef 'd  sail, 

lu  the  craA  with  contraband. 

With  pleasure  we  watch  the  signal  flash, 

And  then  through  the  foamy  breakers  dash, 

And  nuickiv  our  cari'o  land. 

*         •  ^  .       MS. 

But  to  return  to  the  two  boys,  Hamilton  and 
Ned,  whom  we  left  spanking  away  over  the 
Hear  waters  in  the  lovely  cutter,  "  Blue  Bob," 
vith  all  her  reefs  out,  and  squaresail  and  square- 
topsail  set.  She  kept  her  course  considerably  to 
the  southward  of  west,  as  if  desirous  of  avoid- 
ing the  English  coast,  and  any  straggling 
cruiser  that  might  be  creeping  alongshore. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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The  Blue  Bob  was  a  fine  craft  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  tons,  manned  with  a  crew  of 
seventy  men,  and  carrying  fourteen  six-pounders, 
though  at  this  time  they  were  not  mounted. 
Her  captain  was  a  young  man,  about  five-and- 
twenty  years  of  age,  with  the  traces  of  strong 
passions  marked  upon  a  countenance  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  handsome.  He  was  nearly 
six  feet  in  height,  of  muscular  proportions,  in- 
dicating great  strength  and  power  of  limb.  His 
curling  hair  clustered  about  his  forehead,  and 
above  a  pair  of  laughing  eyes,  that  evidenced 
a  love  of  good-humoured  pleasantry ;  but  there 
was  also  at  times  a  redness  in  their  terrific  glare 
that  told  a  tale  of  lawless  inclinations  to  horrible 
revenge,  when  fancy  or  reality  whispered  he  was 
injured  or  insulted.  To  the  rough,  straight- 
forward manners  of  the  British  seaman  were 
superadded  a  considerable  degtee  of  French  po- 
liteness, whilst  his  speech  evidently  betimy«d 
tliat  his  birth-place  had  been  Ireland. 

The  next  in  oonunand  was  a  short,  thick-ad 
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anD)  with  a  thick  ball-neck,  ferocious  features, 
hcighteiied  in  their  repulsiveiieM  by  eoormous 
winakersy  and  fierce,  sanguiDtfy  eyes,  thai 
nmed  as  if  they  woukl  take  {deasure  in  the 
ifjbit  of  Uood ;  he  was  erery  indi  an  Irishman 
of  die  worst  fateecL  Junior  to  him  was  Peterson, 
a  Gkienisey  man,  who. had  passed  much  of  bis 
time  in  the  three  countries,  Engknd,  Irehnd, 
sad  France,  his  real  name  being  Ddcroix. 

^  It^s  a  mighty  fnty  they  missed  the  gA  !^ 
add  the  first  mate,  as  he  paced  the  deck  with  his 
oomniander,  rejoicing  in  the  breesBe,  *^  for  it^s  kill 
two  birds  with  one  stone  we  could,  and  the 
Baecah  safe  in  his  shoes-—'*' 

«  To  laugh  at  us  for  being  fools,  0*Rafi^erty,'' 
mponded  the  commander,  interrupting  him. 
^  But,  what  do  y<m  mean  by  being  safe  in  his 
ihoes?^ 

*^  Troth,  an^  it's  small  occasion  ye  have  to 
ax  me,  Captain  Feaghan,  seeing  as  yer  mightily 
in  his  confidence,^  returned  the  other;  ^^an^ 
thn^^s   Teddy,  too; — perhaps  I   dunna,  and 

H  2 
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{x^haps  I  do.  However,  the  gaPs  not  to  the 
fore — though  he  need  not  he  towld  that  same— 
and  what  matter  so  as  you  get  rid  of  two  ?" 

"  When  I  want  your  counsel,  CRafTertyj  Til 
ask  you  for  it  !'*  said  the  captain  proudly,  and 
looking  down  upon  his  second  with  a  feeling 
that  in  any  other  situation  would  have  prouspted 
him  to  the  bestowal  of  a  hearty  kick. 

"  Shure,  aif  yer  welcome  to  it  for  all  that,'*' 
res|K)nded  the  {pertinacious  nmte,  without  mean- 
ing, however,  to  be  impertinent.  *•"  And  when, 
captain,  dear,  do  you  propose  to  turn  Vmu 
adrift  ?^ 

"  Turn  who  adrift  ?^*  inquired  the  superior, 
angrily,  as  he  stopped  short  in  his  walk,  and 
faced — no,  he  could  not  face— but  l(x>ked  dowu 
on  the  individual  Ijeneath  him. 

^^  Well,  th?n,  it^s  meself  as  is  puzzled  intirely, 
anyhow,  Captain  Feaghan,^  resjionded  the  ni^n, 
taking  no  notice  whatever  of  the  hostile  tone  he 
li:ul  been  addressed  in.  *'  You  seemed  to  be 
.'Acquaints   witli   the   whole    consam    afore    we 
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itarted,  and  now  sorrow  the  know  you  knows 
about  it,  for  *  turn  who  adrift  ?'  axes  you,  and 
it's  turn  the  childer  adrift,  ses  I.^ 

"  Villain  V^  muttered  the  captain  between  his 
compressed  teeth.  **  His  mind  is  ever  gloating 
upon  murder."*"  He  then  added  louder,  <^  that 
hiboard  squarsel-earing  is  not  close  out.  Go 
forud,  Mr.  O^Rafferty,  and  see  that  they  bring  it 
chock  a  block  T 

"  Ay,  ay,  air!"  responded  the  mate,  pro- 
ceeding to  obey,  an^  mumbling  as  he  walked 
forward,  '^  hannimandhioul  f  and  is  it  *  villain ' 
jou^re  after  calling  me  ?  By  the  powers,  Cap- 
tain Feagfaan,  but  it^s  me  own  eye  thaf  s  upon 
jou,  and,  long  as  you  are,  your  race  may  be 
diortened,  or  I  dunna — ^Rouse  out  this  squarsel- 
earing,  lads  r 

The  commander  walked  the  deck,  apparently 
much  agitated.  The  mate  did  not  return,  but 
remained  in  conversation  with  some  of  the  people 
near  the  windlass;  but,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  captain  hailed  him  to 
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come  aft,  issued  his  orders  to  be  called  instantly 
should  anything  heave  in  sight,  or  change  take 
place  in  the  weather,  and  then  went  below.  The 
children,  with  their  little  arms  encircling  each 
other^s  neck,  were  sweetly  sleeping.  The  young 
seaman  held  the  lamp  above  them,  and  gaised 
earnestly  upon  their  features..  '^That  rascal 
scents  blood-money,^^  murmured  he ;  **  but  not  a 
hair  of  either  head  shall  be  injured,  as  far  as  life 
goes,  whilst  I  have  power  to  prevent  it;**  he 
again  suspended  the  lamp  to  the  beam  finom 
which  it  swung,  wrapped  himself  in  a  thick 
warm  overall,  and  throwing  himself  along  the 
cushioned  lockers,  was  sound  asleep  in  a  mc^ 
ment 

Nothing  material  occurred  till  near  day li^it, 
when  Ushant  light  showed  itself  juit  dipping  on 
the  verge  of  the  horiion,  and  well  open  on  the 
starboard-bow.  The  captain  was  immediatdy 
infonned  by  Peteraon  (who  had  the  watch),  and 
after  directing  him  to  keep  Sat  the  Paauige  du 
Four,  between  the  islaiid  and  the  snaiot  Iw 
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turned  hbmelf  round,  and  again  sunk  into 
diliiiber.  But  tfak  did  not  continue  long ;  day 
hunt  forth  with  all  its  gorgeous  splendour ;  the 
MD  arose  bright,  and  beautiful,  and  dear ;  be 
ibook  off  his  sloth  with  his  corering,  and  in  a 
km  minutes  was  on  deck,  piloting  bis  craft 
sooogst  those  roeky  idets  tbat  just  shoiTtbdr 
heads  above  the  water,  like  a  fin-back  spou^ 
iog,  as  tbe  waves  lashed  over  them,  and  threw 
the  feathery  wpraj  high  in  air. 

Onwmd  flew  tbe  beautiful  vessel,  cleaving 
the  oeean  as  a  swallow  deayes  tbe  sky,  and 
laying  with  its  own  peculiar  element  Tbe 
beexe  was  stfll  fresh  at  soutbreast — tbe  butter 
hugged  tbe  shore,  almost  shaving  the  rock», 
vhich  sometimeB  sent  their  froth  flakes  upon  her 
dadta ;  but  there  was  an  eye  upon  her  course,  to 
wfaich  the  ooneealed  bottom  of  tbe  ocean  wai  as 
fiuailiar  «s  its  uvuUot^  Tbe  square^saila  are 
taken  in,  the  spread  yard  stowed,  the  sheets 
Adj  ttinuned,  and  k  single  reef  hauled  down 
hi  tbe  mainsail,  as  she  stands  off  dead  upon  a 
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wind.  But  now  the  water  is  comparatively 
siinooth,  thougli  the  rippling  waves  strike 
against  her  bows,  and  then  dash  off  again  in 
myriads  of  crystal  gems.  About  she  comes, 
her  sails  quivering  as  she  flies  into  the  wind, 
then  gracefully  bends  upon  the  starboard  tack^ 
and  rushes  with  impetuous  haste  towards  the 
iron-bound  shore.  The  breakers  are  a-head, 
— they  are  almost  at  her  lx)wsprit  end — a  few 
fathoms  further  and  the  Blue  Bob  would  be 
anatomized — ^but,  hark  !  **  Helm  a  lee  !^  and 
round  she  comes  again,  leaving  the  danger  in 
her  wa  ke. 

Oh,  it  is  the  seaman'^s  delight,  thus  to  sport 
with  his  enemy,  and  prove  the  capabilities  of  his 
lively  craft ; — had  she  missed  stays,  her  cruiaeB 
would  have  terminated  for  ever ;  but  the  captain 
and  the  people  .smiled  with  pleasure  at  her 
ready  obedience  to  command — her  aaila  ticni- 
bled  for  a  mere  instant,  <<  the  creator  oould  do 
anything  but  speak,^  and  away  she  bounded^ 
disappointing  the  craggy  barrier  of  ita  pvey. 
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Tln»  plays  the  pintado  bird  round  the  now  of 
Hie  greedy  khark — just  gliding  above  his  head, 
tod  then  Boaring  beyond  the  reach  of  his  mon- 
itrous  jaws. 

A  bold  Btretdi  they  make  of  it  this  time»  and 
in  ihkj  stand  again — St.  Matthew^s  point  is 
mvafherad,  and  thus  they  continue  working  to 
windward.  The  children  are  roused  out  and 
iiressed  — an  ample  breakfast  is  provided  — 
Captain  Feaghan  eyes  them  with  complacency 
in  spite  of  his  rough  manners ;  the  maters  look 
fiitbodes  evil — ^it  is  sanguinary — ^but  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  communicate  their  thoughts. 
Upon  deck  they  go  again,  the  boys  delighted 
with  their  hoBday,  and  playing  with  the  large 
Newfoundland  dog,  Neptime,  who  seems  to 
think  by  his  gambols  that  the  children  were 
brought  on  board  purposely  for  his  arou%nent. 

^  There^s  a  rock  a-head,  sir,  a  little  open  on 
tile  weadier  bow,^  shouts  one  of  the  men  from 
tbrward. 

^  Very  well,**  returned  the  captain,  aloud,  and 
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then  muttered,  <<  Its  the  Cock  above  water,  doae 
at  it  my  boy,^  to  the  man  at  the  helm  ;  <^  we 
mustnH  go  to  leeward  of  the  Gallic  cock  at  all 
events ;  luff  you  may  lad,  luff."^ 

^*  Luff  it  is,  sir,**^  replied  the  helmsman,  as  he 
inclined  the  tiller  almost  imperceptibly  to  the 
lee-side;  but  the  cutter  felt  even  that  slight 
deviation  of  her  rudder,  and  she  boldly  sprang 
to  the  wind. 

<^  Youll  hardly  weather  it,  sir,"^  said  Peterson, 
as  he  elevated  himself  upon  the  windlass ;  ^^  it*a 
dead  a-head  as  ever  it  can  be.** 

**  I  will  go  to  windward  of  it,  by  r 

returned  the  reckless  man,  ^  or  Blue  Bob  shall 
see  which  is  hardest.  Mind  your  hdm,  lad; 
luff  to  the  breeze.'' 

A  sudden  puff  heeled  the  vessel  over»  and  her 
increased  impetus  seemed  hurrying  her  to 
destruction;  but  the  skilful  hdmsniaa  again 
pressed  the  tiller  to  leeward,  and  the  cuttw  oo(pa 
more  sprang  to  it  gallantly,  opening  the  lock  a 
short  handsfake's  length  on  the  lee-bow.    The 
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paffwaB-pflst,  the  saib  were  Mfting^  the  Toek  was 
ffarcdj  cigbty  ikthomi^difltiiit,  every  eye  was 
find  upon  it  with  bieatbless  attention;  jet 
there  stood  the  tteddoM  captain,  qiparcntlj 
uweancemed^-  The  cutter  was  dashing  on,  but 
die  look  did  not  open  awajrfinom  her  bows  an 
iash :  a  few  minutea  would  decide  their  fa(e» 
suppoeing  the  conunander  was  focdhardy  enough 
to  risk  their  lives,  and  he  manifested  no  indica- 
tioB  cf  chmging  his  deabaed  purpose.  The 
men  gaaed  altematdy  from  the  captain  to  the 
fiiamy  breakers— -for  both  seemed  mad,  when 
down  came  the  puff  again;  instant  Advantage 
was  taken  at  it.  ^Qiveher  the  hdm,  hayi*^ 
hiff  you  may  r  shouted  the  captain*  The  order 
mas  promptly  obeyed ;  the  beautiful  craft,  as  if 
I'OMciuus  cS  her  daiq^er,  tried  to  avoid  it.  There 
wsiB  DOW  no  ipdce  to  go  to  4eeward ;  their  lee- 
bow  was  jsottudly  in  the  white  foam  of  the 
reesHing  wateM.  Had  the  wind  dropped,  it 
qjpeaysJ  lbs  if  her  fate  must  ^n  have  been 
sealed ;  but  the  breeae  held  on.    The  rook  was 
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abeam  ;  a  biscuit  mif^ht  have  been  pitched  from 
the  deck  on  to  its  sumnjit ;  the  vessel  trembled, 
as  if  sensible  of  her  situation  ;  another  minute, 
and  she  was  again  in  the  clear  blue  water ;  the 
Cock  was  weathered  and  passed,  and  the  laugh* 
ing  captain  resuming  his  walk,  exclaimed  :  **  I 
knew  Blue  Bob  could  do  it,  or  else  be  made 
fire-wood  of.     I  was  never  mistaken  yet.*' 

Had  Feaghan  no  motive  for  this?  The 
mysterious  communings  of  the  men,  the  reve- 
rential look  with  which  they  eye  their  com" 
mander — the  demoniac  curl  of  contempt  upon 
the  maters  lip  indicate  that  he  had ;  and  his 
own  fearless  glance  of  pride  which  he  threw 
around  him,  evidenced  that  his  purpose  had  been 
fully  accomplished.  He  had  calculated  upon 
that  which  the  others  had  not,  a  strong  weather- 
tide,  and  the  pnfmptitude  of  the  cutter  in 
answering  her  hdm.  The  people,  fond  of  the 
marvellous,  and  influenced  by  superstition,  attri- 
buted their  safety  to  some  supeihuman  power 
possessed  by  their  daring  chief. 
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>^  There's  an  ^Dglish  man-of-war  brig,  with 
lier  ookmrs  flyiog>  in  Bertheaume  roads,  sir^^^ 
flhoated  Peterson  £rom  forward. 

^'  Clear  away  the  ensign-halliards  at  the  peak, 
nd  hoist  ours,^  was  Feagban'^s  response. 

'<  What  flag  are  we  to  show,  sir,*"  inquired 
Peleraan  in  an  under-tone,  as  he  came  aft  to  the 
tafferail,  where  the  captain  was  executing  his 
0111  ordcsB* 

^  Dutch,  Peterson  —  Dutch,  by  all  manner 
of  means,'^  returned  his  smiling  commander. 
^  Show  ^em  the  stem  and  steady  Van  Tromp ; 
our  Irish  lads  wOl  easily  pass  for  Hollanders  if 
you  keq>  *em  clear  of  the  whiskey.'" 

Up  went  the  Dutch  ensign,  blowing  out  gaily 
from  the  gaff-end.  The  cutter  made  a  long 
Radi  into  Bertheaume  roads,  and  then  stood 
out  again  towards  those  numerous  black  rocks 
which  stretch  out  a  mile  or  two  from  the 
Camaret  land,  leaving,  however,  a  narrow  pa&» 
iige  between  them  and  the  shore.  But  she. 
does  not  approach  them  ;  the  entrance  to  Brest 
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is  well  opened ;  the  castle  on  its  craggy  basis  is 
well  in  sight;  the  tide  is  running  in  like  a 
sluice ;  the  dangerous  Mingon  in  mid-channel 
is  passed ;  the  Gullet  is  gained ;  the  town,  as 
if  running  down  a  hill,  is  in  full  view ;  prepan* 
tions  are  made  for  bringing  up;  the  jib  and 
gafT-topsail  are  taken  in ;  the  tack  of  the  mainsail 
is  triced  up ;  the  foresail  halliards  are  let  go,  and 
the  rattling  hanks  descend  the  stay  as  the  canvas 
falls  in  folds  below :  the  helm  is  clapped  hard 
down  ;  the  cutter  shoots  up  head  to  wind ;  the 
buoy  is  streamed ;  the  vessel  has  lost  her  way;  the 
anchor  is  let  go ;  the  range  of  the  cable  smokes 
out  of  the  hawse-hole  as  she  drops  astern ;  a 
proper  scope  is  given^  and  Blue  Bob  is  proudly 
and  saucily  riding  in  the  midst  of  the  navy  of 
France,  and  in  one  of  the  finest  and  safest  ports 
in  Europe. 

Captain  Feaghan  received  the  oflBccr  on 
guard  with  phl^matic  politeness,  invited  h&a 
to  partake  of  some  ezceUent  sdiicdam,  and  kept 
up  a  rather  long  oonversation  in  French  (the 
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offieer  not  undentaiidii^  Duiek),  and  aoon  after 
hb  departure  the  oonmuttider  went  aahorej' 

^WeU^  my  boy,^  aaid  PeteraoQ  to  one  of 
tke  dnldreii  who  stood  bj  himself,  whilst  the 
other,  full  of  life  and  ^ee,  was  racing  with  the 
QoUe  dog  along  the  deck ;  ^^  well,  my  boy,  and 
wbn  is  your  name  F* 

"^  Ned  Jones,"  wpiied  the  lad,  somewhat 
moroaely  eyeing  the  inquirer;  <^and  I  want  to 
go  back  to  my  mother.** 

^  But  your  brother  doesn^t  want  to  go  back^"^ 
Slid  Peterson,  ^and  I  suppose  he  loves  his 
mother  as  much  as  you  do  ?" 

^He^s  not  my  broths;  and  he^s  gut  no 
motiier  to  go  back  to,"  responded  the  boy. 
**Hammy'*8  happy  aaywh^ne,  so  that  be^s  not 
put  in  a  passion." 

<*  And  then,  I  dare  say,  he^s  a  very  terrible 
feUow^"  returned  the  other.  <<  But,  what  is  his 
name,  if  be^s  not  your  brother  ?" 

^  I  told  you  his  name  waa  Hammy,"  rejoined 
Ned ;  **  he  never  had  any  other  except  what  the 
geotleman  gave  him." 
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*^  And,  pray  what  was  that  which  the  gentle- 
man gave  him  ?^  inquired  Peterson. 

*^  YouVe  mighty  inquisitive,  Mustber  Pe- 
therson  !^'  said  the  chief  mate,  who  had  over- 
heard the  con\'ersation.  *^  Maybe  Captain  Pea- 
ghan,  and  them  as  I  know,  wouldn'^t  throuble 
themselves  to  thank  you  for  it." 

Peterson  gave  his  superior  a  peculiar  look  of 
defiance,  whilst  his  tongue  was  curbed  by  defe- 
rential respect  for  the  other's  rank.  **  I  am 
merely  speaking  to  them,  Mr.  O'^Rafferty,^  said 
he ;  **  but  I  can  discontinue  that,  if  it  is  your 
desire.'" 

**  By  no  manes  in  life,^'  returned  the  mate,  as 
he  scowled  upon  the  Guemseyman ;  ^*  let  Vm 
Iiave  a  merry  time,  as  their  hours  are  num- 
bered." 

Peterson,  though  he  heard  the  last  remark, 
took  no  direct  notice  of  it;  but  stopping 
Hamilton  as  he  ran  aft  with  the  dog,  h^ 
asked,  *^  Well,  Hammy,  and  do  you  like  Nep^ 
tune.^ 

*^  That  I  do,"  replied  the  laughing  boy ;  "  he 
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is JQ  good-teoipered.  And,  I  like  vou ;  but  I 
don't  like  him,'*  pcanting  to  the  raale,  ^  he  looks 
aoill-Datured  and  crosft.^ 

^  An  maybe  th»«*s  more  thruth  in  that  than 
ya  think  for,  ye  brat !""  uttered  O'Rafferty,  with 
ifecQcious  look  of  anger  at  the  boy.  ^'  Small 
Uame  to  you  for  finding  out  that  I^m  not  a 
UMkk  girl,  though  but  little^s  the  experience 
jott  ha¥e  yet  had  as  to  the  fact.  And,**  turning 
to  Ned,  "  dotft  you  take  a  fancy  to  like  me, 
catberr 

"  I  should  like  you/**  returned  Ned,  **  if  yon 
▼ouldnH  speak  so  rough  and  angry,  and  if  you 
Would  take  me  back  to  my  mother.^ 

"Oh,  never  mind,  Ned,"  exclaimed  Hamil- 
ton, throwing  his  arm  round  his  companion's 
neck.  *^  We  shall  soon  go  back,  and  then 
vfaat  a  fine  story  we  shall  have  to  tell  nurse  and 
EUen ;  but  I  should  like  to  take  Neptune  with 
ae^**  and  bis  other  arm  was  entwined  round 
the  shi^y  neck  of  the  fondling  animal. 
"  Ay,  ay,  my  darling"'  said  the  mate,  **  yell 
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just  go  back  wh^  the  cows  come  home ;  and 
tliat'll  be  niver,  maybe.^  The  boys  looked 
ruefully  an  hearing  this  declaration.  '<  Its 
meaelf  as  knows  how  many  blue  beans  make  five 
atwixt  the  skipper,  an^  one  who  shall  be  name> 
less.  Five  hunder'^s  five  hunder  all  the  world 
over,  barring  that  it's  more  in  Ireland  than  any 
where  else.  An  it^s  Mr.  Morgan  O'Rafferty 
here  to  the  fore,  as  manes  to  have  his  share  of 
it,  anyhow;  for,  dead  or  alive,  sorrow  the 
scurragh  of  it  can  he  touch  without  my  sartifi- 
cate  that  both  on  ^em  are  disposed  of.^ 

<<  You  are  making  very  strange  allusions,^ 
said  Peterson  ;  ^^  and,  though  they  are  in  nme 
measure  enigmatical  to  me,  yet  they  might 
hereafter  be  construed  into  certain  admissious  if 
reputed  to  any  one  else.^ 

'*0h,  don^t  mintion  it  — >  niggermatical  are 
they.^*'  rejoined  the  mate.    <'Well,  then,  it's 
meself  aa  doesnH  care  a  dudeen  o*  baocy  about 
it;  the  money^s  mine^  and  some  of  it  will  cone* 
to  you,  safe  enough."^ 
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*'I  kncm  nothing  of  what  you  are  hinting 
it,**  said  Peteraon  atanlj.  <<  I  have  obeyed 
oeders,  aa  in  duty  bound,  and  I  respect  Captain 
Pwgfaan^  wbo  has  oo  all  oocasiona  behaved 
OEtnmdy  wdl  to  me.** 

^  Exatnunely  wdl,  no  doubt  on  it,^  growled 
the  mate ;  ^^an"*  the  divel  may  swear  him  to  his 
good  behaviour.  But  it's  small  disthance  that 
rd  trust  him  with  five  hunder  pounds,  and  part 
pf  it  in  my  own  pocket — that  is,  ought  to  be  as 
Mofgan  O^Raffarty's  share.'' 

**The  children  will  remain  uninjured  by  the 
aqitain,  I'm  very  confident,  if  your  allusions 
point  at  them,'*  said  Peterson,  warmly;  ^<he 
wouldn't  hurt  a  hair  of  their  heads." 

^  Whidit,  ye  know-4iothing !  arrah,  whisht  i" 
uttered  the  other,  in  a  tone  of  ridicule  and  con- 
tesnpt.  ^Vestment  oaths  are  not  owld  songs, 
or  custom-house  swearing.  I  say  it  must  and 
AaU  be  doner 

^  What  ?"  exclaimed  Peterson,  with  sudden 
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vehemence,  and  looking  his  superior  full  in  the 
face.     ^^  What  must  and  shall  be  done  ?^ 

*^  Catch  a  weasel  asleep,  ye  ouiadhaum  l*^ 
returned  the  mate  in  anger.  ^^  How  Icxig  have 
ye  l)cen  a  father-confessor  ?  an  afore  the  deed's 
done,  too  !^ 

"  Come,  come,  Mr.  O^Rafferty,  there  can  be 
no  good  in  our  quarrelling  upon  such  a  subject,^ 
said  Peterson,  good-humouredly  desiring  to  put 
an  end  to  the  dispute.  *^  Vm  certain,  notwith- 
standing all  you  have  said,  that  it  is  not  in 
your  nature  to  hurt  or  do  harm  to  such  inno- 
cents.** 

**An  them  so  fond  of  me,  too,^  bitterly 
responded  the  mate.  "  You  forgot  that,  Pe- 
therson  !^  He  turned  to  Ned,  who  had  remained 
unmoved,  though  Hamilton  had  resumed  his 
play.  ^<  An  so  you  don^t  like  the  looka  of  me, 
eh?" 

<«  No,  I  don^t,^  boldly  answered  the  boy ;  <•  I 

I 

like  Neptune  better,"  and  he  clung  romud  the 
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neck  of  the  fine  animal,  who  wagged  his  bushy 
taO,  and  looked  the  picture  of  delight."^ 

^  Out  o*  that,  ye  baste  T  exclaimed  the 
Bnte,  giving  the  dog  a  brutal  kick.  *^  Gfi 
^NTud,  m  I  an  you  to  be  prefarred  before  a 
Christitn  ?*• 

The  creature  gave  a  short  moaning  howl  of 
complaint,  looked  in  the  brute's  face,  and  then, 
kttging  down  iiis  head,  and  dropping  his  tail, 
ht  i^oniptly  obeyed.     Ned^s    face    crimsoned 
with  passion ;    Peterson   seemed    vexed ;    but 
Uamilton,  who  had  been  making  Neptpne  fetcli 
aod  carry  a  boat''s*tiller  that  he  had  picked  u]) 
ibuot  the  decks,  and  still  held  it  in  his  hand, 
Mick  the  mate  as  sharp  a  blow  as  his  strength 
vouid  admit  across  the  shins.     ^*  You're  a  baste 
jourself,^  said  he,  ^^  and  that'^s  for  you  f"^ 
■  .**  Haooiniandbioul  T  shrieked  the  mate  with  the 
aruteness  of  the  pain ;  and  catching  up  the  young- 
ster who  bad  caused  it,  with  a  sudden  fling  he 
piraptated  hiin  into  the  sea,  before  Peterson,  who 
wemed  instantly  aware  of  his  intent,  could  seize 
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hold  of  him  to  prevent  it.  A  shrill  piercing  cry 
of  terror  and  anguish  rang  wildly  in  the  air  as 
the  body  descended  into  the  yielding  waters. 
Peterson,  in  the  emergency  of  the  moment,  had 
grappled  with  the  mate,  who  turned  upon  him 
with  desperate  fury,  so  that  he  could  not  disen- 
gage himself  to  leap  to  the  rescue  of  the  child ; 
and  there  the  mates  struggled,  whilst  the  people 
thronged  the  sides,  and  gazed  upon  the  catas- 
trophe. But,  though  O^'Raff^rty  was  the  stoutest 
and  the  strongest  man,  yet  PeterscHi  had  supe- 
rior skill  and  science.  He  pressed  firmly  against 
his  antagonist,  apparently  to  throw  him  back- 
wards. The  mate  sternly  and  powerfully 
resisted,  when  in  an  instant  Peterson  yielded, 
and  sprang  back,  and  his  murderous  oppcment— 
overbalanced  by  his  own  pressure,  which,  instead 
of  meeting  resistance,  was  accelerated  forward— 
lay  stretched  upon  the  deck. 

<*  Jump  in  the  boat-^Hnve  the  boy— for  the 
love  of  Heaven,  save  him,^  shouted  Petenon,  ai 
he  ran  to  the  tafferail  and  beheld  the  dog  Nep^ 
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tUBe  paddling  up  astern  with  the  child  cliDging 
to  his  neck,  whilst  he  held  his  head  ahove  water 
bjr  retaining  the  lad^s  curly  hair  in  his  mouth. 
Neptune  bad,  in  fact,  witnessed  the  whole 
tnnsaction  ;  he  heard  the  plunge  as  Hamilton 
fill  beaYilj  into  the  stream,  and  with  one  bound 
iwideared  tbe  gangway  rails,  and  swam  to  the 
Rscue  of  has  little  playmate.  The  boat  shoved 
qC— both  were  picked  up  and  brought  on  board 
—the  boy  acarcdy  sensible — the  animal,  shak- 
ing his  rough  ooat,  seemed  delighted  with  the 
approbation  be  recdyed,  frequently  ran  to  the 
ade  and  to  the  stem,  and  looked  over  upon  the 
iqppling  tide  to  see  if  there  was  further  occasion 
fcrhis  senrioes. 

Tbe  mate  had  been  somewhat  stunned  by  his 
Mi,  and,  though  almost  immediatdy  raised  up 
by  some  of  the  men,  he  did  not  recover  entire 
consdousness  till  Hamilton  and  his  preserver 
hsd  been  brought  back  in  safety,  and  then,  with 
that  startling  revival  of  energy  which  pugilists 
St  times  evince  when  all  hopf»  of  their  coming 
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to  the  scratch  are  gone,  he  sprang  up  from  his 
recumbent  position-creeled  a  pace  or  two— -gave 
a  ]>eculiar  kind  of  howl  that  drew  together  in 
an  instant  ail  the  wild  Irish  amongst  the  crew 
— caught  hold  of  a  handspike,  and,  with  mad- 
dened rage,  prepared  to  rush  up(m  the  man 
who  had  done  him  so  much  dishonour.  Nor 
was  Peterson  wholly  unsupported,  for  several  of 
tiie  people,  execrating  the  conduct  of  the  n)ate, 
and  expecting  that  his  fury  would  prompt  him 
to  some  infernal  deed,  had  come  aft  and  rallied 
round  the  second  officer  with  a  determination  to 
protect  him.  Amongst  these  was  old  Graves, 
the  boatswain,  a  native  of  Folkstone  in  Kent,  a 
man  of  dauntless  courage  when  it  was  called 
into  action — ^a  thorough  cutter  and  lugger  sea- 
man (for  he  had  never  sailed  in  any  othef 
craft; — intrepid  in  the  midst  of  danger— a  vd*y 
devil  in  the  way  of  liis  profession — ^yeC  at  othef 
times  UK  harmless  and  as  playful  as  a  juiiM* 
schoolboy.  ^'*' 

^^  Muater  ]la|jartee,'"    exclaimed   tlic    biiai^ 
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iVBiiit  ^  111  thank  you  to  keep  the  peace,  nr ; 
andjou— (to  the  Irish  backen  of  the  mat f>)  — ■ 
jou  oooger-eaten,  awaj  Ibnid  every  aoul  ci 
jou,  and  don't  oome  athwart  the  hawae  <»f  owld 
TimGmyea!"* 

.  <<  To  the  devil  I  pitch  'em,''   shouted  the 
naley  who  atood  a  little  before  the  starboard 
gnigway,  making  ready  with  his  barbarians  for 
i  deqwrate  rush  on  the  (^iposing  party,  who^ 
with  Peterson  and  Tom  Grraves  at  their  head, 
Ind  assembled  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  quar- 
tv-deck,  having  an  c^pen  hatchway  and  a  sky« 
H^jbt  intervening  between  them  and  the  expected 
ttsscQants.      <<  Huroosh  1  "^    again  dioutcd  the 
oatc^  and  was  answered  with  a  similar  cry  from 
Us  adherents^  as  they  flourished  their  weapons 
ibove  their  heads  and  bounded  from  the  deck. 
**your  sowls  to  glory,  have  at  'em,  then," 
added  be,  and  with  one  spring  he  cleared  the 
hatchway   to    oc^    with    Peterson,    but   was 
fatttantly   knocked  back  again,    and  tumbled 
down^bdow  by  a  Uow  from  Captidn  Feagfaan. 

VOL.    I.  T 
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"  Down— downp  ye  scoundrels,^  exclaimed 
the  young  commander,  as  he  laid  on  them  with- 
out mercy  ;  *'  is  this  the  way  my  authority  is 
respected  ?  my  property  taken  care  of?  Down, 
ye  villains.  Graves,  Peterson,  heave  the  rascals 
overboard  !^ 

The  mysterious  appearance  of  their  captain 
at  so  critical  a  moment,  and  the  summary  pun- 
ishment he  had  inflicted  on  the  mate,  at  once 
decided  the  affair ;  the  men  slunk  quickly  away 
below,  the  decks  were  speedily  cleared,  contu- 
sions and  broken  heads  were  dressed,  and  Peter- 
son related  to  his  commander  the  events  that 
had  occurred. 

The  boys  had  been  taken  below  directly 
Hamilton  had  returned  on  board,  and,  by  the 
exertions  of  the  steward,  the  latter  was  now 
quite  revived,  though  still  labouring,  under 
great  alarm.  Neptune  received  sundry  friendly 
intimations  of  his  master^s  approval,  and  ioL* 
lowed  him  into  the  cabin,  where'he  laid  himaslf 
quietly  down  at  the  feet  of  the  terrified  boys. 
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Bat  Feaghan  qx>ke  kindly  to  them,  and  pro- 
duced toys  and  cakes  fnmi  his  pockets,  as  also  a 
quantity  he  had  hrougfat  in  the  boat.  Novelty 
tnd  amttsement  soon  drove  away  remembrance 
rfthe  past ;  they  were  encouraged  to  play,  and, 
with  Neptune  to  assist  them,  they  were  not  long 
before  they  were  again  enjoying  themselves  in 
ill  the  thoughtless  mirth  of  diildhood. 

^  A  boat  from  the  French  frigate,  sir,^  said 
Peterson  at  the  cabin  door,  and  Captain  Fea- 
^lan  immediatdy  ascended  to  the  deck,  of  which 
to  officer  and  a  party  of  armed  men  had  taken 
possession* 

*^Are  you  in  want  of  help,  captain?^  in* 
quired  the  lieutenant :  ^*  we  saw  sjonptoms 
of  mutiny,  and  are  now  ready  to  tender  assist- 


**  It  WHS  an  affidr  of  but  little  moment,^  re- 
turned the  captain  of  the  cutter;  ^^  a  mere 
qittrrel,  and  was  qudled  the  instant  I  came 
aboard.  But**"  and  he  bowed  with  well-afFected 
degance,  **  a  word  or  two  from  you,  monsieur, 
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might  have  a  sensible  effect  upon  them.     Shall 
I  order  the  fellovrs  on  deck  ?^ 

*<  You  do  me  too  much  honour/  aaid  the 
officer,  returning  the  salutation  with  compound 
interest.  ^<  Do  they  understand  the  French 
language  ?    In  that  case  I  will  speak  to  them.'" 

^'  Most  of  them  do,  mcmsieur,^  replied  Fea- 
ghan,  ^^and  those  who  do  not  shall  have  it 
translated  to  them.^  He  turned  to  Peterson, 
and  commanded  him  to  "send  every  soul  on 
deck  directfy.** 

The  order  was  promptly  obeyed;  the  men 
came  sneaking  from  below,  and  ranged  then^ 
selves  abaft,  many  displaying  bandaged  heads ; 
and,  as  soon  as  Graves  had  made  his  report,  the 
officer  mounted  the  skylight  and  called  the 
marines  to  his  side.  Fea^^ian  beckoned  to 
Teddy,  and  in  a  whisper  requested  him  -  to 
translate  the  French  lieutenant^s  speech  into, 
pure  Irish.  Teddy  stared  for  a  moment,  as  not 
a  word  of  French  did  he  know  anything  about ; 
but  a  wink  finam  his  oommander  and  a  word  or 
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two  from  FetenoD  (who  fdt  really  alarmed  lest 
the  reckless  humour  of  bis  captain  diookl  be 
•en  dkrough  bgr  die  FrendimaB)  put  him  up  to 
the  thnip,  and  he  took  Ms  stalxm;  The  follow 
kg  iqMedi  was  then  deUveied,  and  progressiyely 
tmidaled:— ^ 

«<  GenUemetv  eiti2en6,«*-or,  I  beg-  pardon, 
flifajects  of  the  King  of  Hdland/  exclaimed  the 
offcer,  throwing  out  his  right  foot  and  giving  a 
gneetvA  flourish  with  his  hand. 

^  You  tundering  thaves  d*  the  world,  as  loves 
whiskey  and  Hollands,^  roared  Teddy,  imi- 
tuing  die  iKtions  of  his  principal. 

Omcnm.— ^^<  Obedience  to  superiors  and  tran- 
<piillity  amongst  jrourselves  are,  as  you  must  well 
know,  essential  to  die  wdl-being  of  every  com- 
munity, great  or  small."* 

TtoDT.— **  May  the  divd  fetch  every  mo- 
thorns  son  of  you  as  ever  says  of  your  chief, 
^black's  die  white  of  his  eye.'  ** 

OFFiei^a. — *^  Standing  here  as  1  do,  the  re- 
presentative  of  la  Orande  Mmarque  (here  he 


174  HAMILTON    KING. 

took  off  an  enormous  cocked  hat,  and  made  a 
reverential  bow),  and  supported  by  his  invinci- 
ble navy,  I  should  be  doing  nothing  more  than 
my  duty  were  I  to  send  you  all  to  prUoju^ 

T£DDY."-7^^  You  brute  bastes,  as  makes  no 
more  of  a  paceable  craft  than  you  would  of 
Noah^8  Ark^  (here  Teddy  took  off  his  hat  and 
bowed)— *^  bad  manners  to  every  sowl  of  you  as 
desarves  to  be  sent  double  ironed  to  Dublin  jaiL^ 

Officer. — *^  In  consideration,  however,  of 
the  intercession  of  your  captain,  I  shall  not  at 
this  time  proceed  to  extremity ;  but  should  you 
offend  again  wliilst  in  the  port  of  Brest,  you 
must  expect  no  mercy  to  be  sliovm  you,  but  be 
executed  for  mutineers.^' 

Captain  Feaghan  whispered  to  the  lieutenant^ 
who  whispered  to  the  sergeant  of  marines,  who 
whispered  to  the  corporal,  and  so  on  till  it 
passed  along  the  line. 

Teddt.^^'  Its  hanging^s  too  good  for  such  a 
set  of  rapscaUion  mutineers;  but  if  you  daii\ 
promise  never  to  do  so  again,  and  down  on  your 
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naiToiw-boiies  and   ciy  for  marcy,  I'll  shoot 
evoy  sowl  of  you,  like  dead  dogs.^ 

Feaghan  waved  hia  band-x-there  was  a  rat- 
tling of  muskets  amongst  that  terrible-looking 
liuid  of  moustadiioed  nuurines^— they  brought 
their  firdocka  to  the  re(x>Yer— to  the  present, 
Old  down  dropped  ^^  the  boys  ^  on  their  knees, 
jabbering  for  mercy.  The  scene  was  ludicrous 
in  the  extreme,  and  Peterson  &lt  the  utmost 
difBcuIty  to  refrain  from  laughing,  whilst  Fea- 
^isn,  who  inwardly  enjoyed  the  sport,  pre- 
served the  gravity  of  a  judge.  But  even  his 
eountenance  was  sadly  tried,  when  just  at  this 
erentful  crias  Neptune  came  bounding  up  the 
companion-ladder  with  an  immense  counsellor's 
vig  (which  the  children  had  found  in  one  of 
the  kxskers)  tied  upon  his  head,  and,  placing 
himself  in  front  of  the  kneeling  men,  he  raised 
himsdf  erect  and  began  to  b^.   . 

^  Pauvre  b&te,^  exclaimed  the  lieutenant, 
ahrugging  his  shoulders,  *^c*e8t  nature,  mon- 
oeor ;  ^  and  then,  laughingly^  added,   <<  il  est 
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uii  diien  de  mer.  Fort  bien,  vous  «ves  man 
pardon.^ 

^^  Send  them  below,  Teddy  ,^  whispered  Fe«r 
ghan,  and  then,  waving  his  hand,  the  marinen 
caine  to  the  recover  and  shouldered  anns. 

^^  The  officer  of  the  .King  of  France  forgives 
you,^  said  Teddy,  ^^  in  consideration  of  your 
counsellor ;  so  jump  below,  ye  rapparees,  and 
make  small  stowage  o^  yourselves.^ 

A  second  bidding  was  not  required;  the 
decks  were  cleared  in  an  instant.  Peteraoo 
removed  the  wig  from  the  dog^s  head,  whilst  his 
master  complimented  the  lieutenant  on  his  el<^ 
quence,  and  begged  his  acceptance  of  a  silver 
snuff-box  as  a  memorial  of  his  esteem.  The 
marines  were  treated  to  some  good  HoUanda 
gin,  and  they  all  parted  the  best  friends  in  the 
world. 

O'Rafferty  in  his  &11  had  dislocated  his 
shoulder ;  he  was  ooDveyed  to  his  bed,  in  a 
little  state  room  on  the  larboard  side  of  the 
cabin,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  children,  who 


dMded  boiig  in 'hb  ti<%hlx>ul4i«odj' and  W^ 
permitted  to  go  on  deck,  where^  with  Nepttilie 
dftned  op  iti  the  M^g'tmA  the'pkythings 
bMc^t  fWirti  tlns^flhore,  ^^nft^'mx^lfectims 
weresooD  Mbdii^:-- '  .-.•.'.-::...•  v.- •; 

'•^A  Aae  d*iy*«  work  you've* mlrie  of  it,  Mister 
O^Ibdtirtfi^  Mid  the  ta^Main^  ^  he  seated  him- 
itif  on  tlie  loekov  absftr  in  the  cabin.  ^  And 
ndl  licked  yo«*Te  got  for  your  pains.  Will 
fm  never  leaTe  the  brandy  alone  f'  must  you  be 
etalHniaHy  burning  up  your  liver  and  mud- 
dHi^wbat  Httte  bmina  you  have  with  liquor  ? 
Soppooe  you  had  drowned  the  boy?  a  pretty 
figure-head  that  of  your^s  would  have  looked  car- 
ved nff  by  the  axe  of  the  guillotine.  You  would 
hft^  belonged  to  another  sort  of  cutter  then/' 

'^  You  may  make  your  sport  of  them  as  is 
down,  Captain  Feaghan,^  groaned  the  mate ; 
••-bttt  I  want  the  doctor,  so  FU  thank  you  to 
aend  mearfiore,  sir,  where  I  can  *-^* 

**  Play  me  some  scurvy  thrick  or  other,  eh, 
?'^  aaid  the  captain,  interrupting  him. 
-  J  6 
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^<  No,  no— I  shall  be  off  in  the  morning,  and 
then,  if  you  still  wish  to  remain,  I  can  put  you 
on  board  the  frigate ;  they  have  a  nkilful  sur^ 
geon,  and  you  will  be  well  taken  care  of  theie.'^ 

This  was  uttered  in  an  off-hand,  careless  sort 
of  way,  so  that  an  uninitiated  listener  might 
have  construed  the  offer  into  a  manifestation  of 
kindness.  But  not  so  the  mate ;  the  words  were 
scarcely  uttered  when  he  vociferated,  "  For  the 
love  of  Christ,  Captain  Feaghan,  don\  do  that 
— the  French  frigate  !  Then,  by  the  seven 
crosses,  theyM  make  a  Dutchman  of  me  whether 
or  no,  and  she  going  to  sail  round  the  world  to 
the  Aste  Ingees !  ^ 

<^  I  lefl  it  to  your  own  choice,  Mr  O^Raffertyr 
returned  the  captain,  quietly,  but  at  the  same 
time  fully  sensible  that  his  hint  had  taken  due 
effect,  the  frigate  being  in  want  of  hands,  and 
the  oflScers  not  over  scrupulous  in  the  maimer 
of  obtaining  them,  as  few  good  seamen  would 
volunteer  for  so  long  a  voyage— to  the  French 
settlements  in  the  East-Indies.    **  I  do  not  want 
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Id  aeod  you  away,  but  as  you  wish  for  excellent 
smgicu  care  «* 

*^0b,  oh  r  groaned  the  mate,  ^the  Lord 
amre  U8  fipom  harme ;  I'm  all  obadience.  Captain 
Fcaghan,  and  sick  and  sorry  I  am  for  offending 
yer— why  ?* 

^Tbe  infernal  old  hypocrite  T  muttered  the 
captain  to  himself,  and  then  uttered  audibly, 
<<Now,  O'Baflferty,  you  talk  like  a  sensible 
man ;  the  surgem  shall  come  on  board  to  you 
and  splice  your  timber — that  is,  if  there^s  no 
Beoessi^  for  docking  it;^  (the  mate  uttered  a 
deep  groan),  ^' and  then,  when  the  anclunr's  a 
trip  in  the  mcmiing,  Wll  have  a  shore  boat 
ready  to  land  you,  should  it  be  required,  or 
diould  you  feel  so  indined.^ 

^  Two  boats  alongside  with  goods,  sir,^  said 
Peterson,  at  die  cabin  door;  <^ there's  wet  and 
dry,  sir. 

**  Very  well,^  returned  the  captain,  *'  tell 
Giaves  to  dear  the  hold  and  take  in,  and  set  a 
gn^  to  noiint  and  fit  the  guns  as  they're 
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hoisted  up ;  I  shall  be  on  deck  directly.  And 
nowy  Mr  O'^RafFerty,^  continued  he  to  the  mate 
as  he  took  hold  of  a  tumbler  of  grog  the  stew- 
ard presented  him  with,  *'  I  shall  leave  you  to 
your  meditations— here*s  wishing  you  a  speedy 
restoration  to  health,  and  a  betther  mind  to 
enjoy  it.""  He  swallowed  the  grog,  and  ascended 
to  the  deck. 

Here  all  was  activity  and  bustle ;    on   the 
larboard  side  laid  a  boat  filled  with  four-gallon 
casks,  whose  staves  were  beautifully  white,  and 
every  cask  was  already  slung  with  nicety  fittec 
slings,  leaving  sufficient  becket  in  the  middJ 
for  a  good  stout  fist.     To  hand  these  in  ar 
stow  them  away  in  the  hold  occupied  very  lit 
time,  and  no  sooner  was  one  boat  cleared  tf 
another  supplied  her  place,  and  this  contin 
for  several  hours ;  every  cask  that  was  hai 
in  beiifg  connected  with  a  long  line  in  the 
tier  by  means  of  a  piece  of  tnree-incA  ro 
each  end  of  which  a  heavy  weight  and  a 
gnqpnd  was  attached,  for  the  putpoae  of 


HAMILTON  KINO.  181 

iig  them  in  a  known  poiitk»i»  should  they  be 
ompdled  in  a  stonn,  or  by  an j  other  untoward 
areat,  to  throw  them  overboard     In  this  work 
Tom  Graves  was  in  his  glory ;  his  eye  seemed 
to  measure  the  stowage  with  all  the  accuracy  of 
a  two-foot  rule ;  he  knew  the  exact  space  re- 
quired lor  every  cask,  and  the  precise  spot  in 
which  it  ought  to  be  placed.    Carefully  did  he 
examine  every  pair  of  dings,  and  with  hift  own 
hands  did  he  raft  them  together  by  secure  seiz- 
ings, every  now  and  then  swallowing  a  dram 
fipom  a  tub,  the  head  of  which  had  been  purposely 
knocked  in.    On  the  starboard  side,  two  or 
three  boats  succeeded  each  other,  bding  laden 
with  small  bales,  that  Peterson  took  under  his 
charge  and  stowed  away  abaft  and  forward, 
each  bale,  like  the  casks,  being  carefiiUy  slung, 
and  of  just  sufficient  weight  for  two  to  be  carried 
by  one  man.     The  cutter  had  plenty  of  hands, 
and,  as  every  one  was  actively  employed,  by 
evening   the   cargo  was  completed ;    the  guns 
were  mounted,  and  a  surgeon  having  seen  to  the 
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injuries  O^Bafferty  had  sustained,  Feaghan 
determined  at  once  to  put  to  sea.  He  settled 
his  afFairs  ashore  whilst  the  mainsail  was  being 
hoisted  and  the  cable  heaved  in.  The  merry  song 
of  the  seamen  rung  through  the  harbour  as  they 
sweated  up  the  jib  purchase.  I'he  captain  re- 
timed on  board-— the  anchor  was  weighed,  and 
Blue  Bob,  gracefully  making  his  best  bow  to 
the  **  invincible  navy  '^  of  "  to  grande  J/b- 
narquei^  rattled  past  Point  d^Espagnol,  and, 
hugging  the  weather  shore  till  he  had  cleared 
the  Fillets,  up  went  the  square  sails,  the  sheets 
were  eased  off,  and  away  he  went  nearly  dead 
before  it  for  the  outside  of  Ushant. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


it 


^  Go  alon^^— go  along.  Bob. 


It  was  a  beautiful  autumnal  eveniog-^the 
red  glare  of  the  setting  sun  still  lingered  in 
the  west,  whilst  over  the  land  to  the  eastward 
night  had  already  oommenoed  its  reign,  though 
the  dark  craggy  ridges  were  clearly  distin- 
guishable, standing  out  in  bold  relief  from  the 
lighter  sky.  The  breeze  was  fresh — the  rip- 
pling tide,  now  again  flowing  in,  set  strongly 
against  the  cutter,  and,  being  adverse  to  the 
wind,  a  short  sea,  bubbling  and  breaking  and 
tossing  its  many-pointed  crests  in  mimic  fury, 
dashed  against  her  bows  or  washed  along  her 
baids,  as,  pressed  beneath  her  canvas,  she 
breasted  the  ojqposing  current.     High  on  her 
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starboard  hand  did  the  roaring  breakers  foam 
over  the  ^^  black  rocks,'^  and  distinctly  visible 
was  the  milk-white  surge  that  rose  loftily  in 
the  air,  as  if  lashing  the  uneven  surface  into 
greater  rage. 

The  cutter*s  commander  stood  leaning  against 
the  companion,  apparently  looking  at  the  tumult 
of  those  ever-restless  waters ;  but  there  was  an 
air  of  abstraction  and  a  deep  shade  of  melan- 
choly on  his  handsome  countenance.  The  watch 
had  been  called,  the  decks  were  all  clear,  and 
every  rope  coiled  down  in  its  proper  place, 
ready  in  a  moment  for  the  least  emergency. 
Look-outs  were  stationed  at  each  cat-head-^he 
man  at  the  helm  watched  the  alterations  of 
the  compass  with  a  seaman^s  eye^  whilst  Tom 
Graves,  with  untiring  zeal,  paced  to-and-fio^ 
fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  his  charge  as 
officer  on  duty,  for  Peterson  had  turned  in. 
The  boatswain,  however,  took  no  nodoe  of  hit 
commander,  who  remained  undisturbed  and  uo« 
moved,  though  the  rocks  were  passed,  Sl  Mat^ 
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tbew^s  tower  lost  sight  oty  and  Ushant  light 
opened  broad  away  on  the  starboard  bow. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  lovely  night,  warm  yet  clear, 
and  overhead  the  stars,  in  all  their  briUiancy 
and  sfdendour,  spoke  of  other  systems  and  of 
other  w^nrlds,  as  in  harmonious  order  they  shone 
with  their  own  unborrowed  lustre— a  book  of 
niture,  whose  glorious  page  was  constantly  un» 
folded  to  the  study  of  the  unlettered  seaman. 
This  is  the  period  for  meditation ;  the  eye  as 
wdl  as  the  mind  has  ample  scope  to  range 
around  where  sky  and  ocean  meet  in  one  vast 
cirde,  whose  line  is  clearly  defined  by  the  hori- 
lon.  On  land,  even  from  the  summit  of  the 
loftiest  mountain,  there  is  something  to  break 
die  curve  and  give  an  idea  of  terrestrial  distance 
beyond  it ;  but,  upon  the  wide  waters,  to  find 
jourself  the  centre  of  an  immense  circumference 
which  is  everywhere  united,  and  to  witness  the 
riaing,  meridian  altitude,  and  declension  of  the 
heavenly  bodies  in  the  immensity  of  space— oh, 
this — this  it  is  that  assures  us,  that  though  man 
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is  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,  yet  the  me- 
chanism of  the  human  frame  is  as  nothing  com- 
pared with  that  stupendous  machinery  which 
rolls  the  globe  in  its  diurnal  motion,  and  whirls 
it  with  such  amazing  rapidity  through  its 
annual  revolution  round  its  primary.  It  is 
from  the  vesseFs  deck  that  these  thoughts  are 
cherished  with  a  true  feeling  of  the  sublime  and 
a  conviction  of  the  truth 

Was  Captain  Feaghan  thus  occupied  ? — who 
can  read  the  human  heart  P  Yet  there  he  still 
remained  till  Ushant  light,  from  a  beam,  shone 
vividly  down  on  the  cutter^s  sails,  giving  them 
an  unnatural  and  spectral  appearance.  No  one 
broke  in  upon  his  moody  reveries ;  the  steward 
had  several  times  approached  him,  but,  struck 
by  the  fixedness  of  his  gaze,  had  again  re- 
treated. Tom  Graves,  in  issuing  the  neoesaaiy 
orders,  spoke  in  a  subdued  tone;  the  men  si- 
lently contemplated  the  strangeness  of  their 
chief,  and  huddled  together  to  give  Vent  to  their 
imagination  in  whispers;  there  was  no  whistle- 
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iii|g  of  the  windy  for  the  vessel  was  yielding  to 
iu  power;  all  that  broke  the  stiUness  was  the 
vash  of  waters  as  she  ploughed  the  furrowed 
course,  and  threw  aside  the  waves  that  rose  to 
impede  her  way. 

Midnight  arrived,  and  Feaghan  retained  his 
positian  unmoved  and  apparently  immoveable ; 
the  other  watch  was  called,  but  he  gave  no  heed 
to  iL  Peterson  rdieved  the  boatswain,  and 
they  ccmversed  together  in  an  under-tone  at  the 
guigway,  as  the  veteran  Graves  directed  atten- 
tion to  the  captain.  Ushant  Ught  drew  away 
upon  the  quarter,  dimmisbing  to  an  insignificant 
ase,  and  a  clear  horiason  was  before  them. 
Suddenly  the  captain  started.  ^*  Who  touched 
me  7"^  he  exclaimed,  with  wildness  in  his  manner 
as  be  glared  around  him,  but  no  one  was  near ; 
he  looked  down,  and  crouching  at  his  feet  saw 
lus  fedthful  dog,  who  had  rubbed  against  his 
master^B  hand*  *'  Thou  art  a  kind  friend, 
Nep,^*  said  he ;  **  thou  hast  aroused  me  from  a 
fearful  dream,^  and  he  shuddered,  as  if  recol- 


188  HAMILTON  KINO. 

lecting  some  imminent  peril  from  which  he  had 
just  recoiled.  The  animal  rose  up  and  fondled 
the  man  whose  voice  was  the  voice  of  kind- 
ness. '^  Grood  creature,^  continued  Feaghan, 
patting  his  bushy  neck,  ^^  I  understand  your 
meaning,  and  mil  attend  to  it  ;^  he  then  in- 
quired, in  a  louder  voice,  ^^  Who  has  the 
watch?" 

"  It  is  I,  sir — Peterson,**  replied  the  Guem* 
seyman,  as  he  approached  and  stood  respectfully 
before  his  commander. 

**  How^s  this — I  thought  'twas  Graves  who 
had  the  first  watch,**  said  Feaghan ;  <<  Ay,  ay, 
I  recollect  it  now — say  no  more.  Peterson,  you 
acted  with  insubordination  to-day  in  striking 
the  mate ;  and  yet  I  cannot  blame  you,  but  still 
the  affair  must  not  be  suffered  to  go  further. 
The  enterprise  on  which  we  are  engaged  is  a 
lawless  and  a  desp»ate  one,  and  it  will  not  do  to 
make  an  enemy  of  one  whom  our  own  interests 
tells  us  it  is  best  to  keep  as  a  friend.  O'Raf* 
ferty  is   in  a  oonsidenUe  degree  uaefiil   to 
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us;  he  knows  all  the  ooives  and  bbys  along  the 
coast,  better  than  any  otlier  man  on  board,  as 
veil  as  every  cave  and  mountain  pass  on  shore. 
I  know  them  too^  but  we  cannot  always  act 
U^ether,.  nor  is  it  posrihle  for  me  to  be  in 
Qore  placea  than  one.  Besides^'  there  is  a  cer- 
tiui  boiad  b^ween  us  which  cannot  well  be 
dissevered,  or  else  we  had  parted  long  ago, 
for  I  detest  his  murderaus  propensities.  It 
vill  posonally  oblige  me,  Peterson,  if  you 
will  think  no  more  about  your  quarrel  with 
O^Rafferty;  and  if  he  extends  his  hand, 
give  yours  in  return.^  Peterson  was  about 
to  qpeak  ;  but  Feaghan  interrupted  him.  ^  I 
know  what  you  would  say— -those  children  are 
not  safe  if  left  to  his  barbarous  nature;  yet, 
Petenoo,  both  I  and  O'BafiTerty  are  under 
nlemn  engagements  to  destroy  them,  at  least 
one  of  them,  since  the  girl  has  escaped.*"  The 
ieoond  mate  started,  and  gave  his  chief  a  look 
of  harror ;  but  he  did  not  seem  to  heed  it,  for 
he  went  on.  **  That  fed  would  execute  the  com- 
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mission  to  the  very  letter --not  in  compliance 
Mith  his  oath,  for  he  would  swear  any  thing, 
but  to  satisfy  his  wolfish  appetite  for  human 
slaughter.  And  what  would  be  the  result  ?  The 
hunch-backed  villain  who  employed  us  would 
at  all  times  have  our  lives  and  destinies  within 
his  power.  The  deed  once  done,  he  would  laugh 
at  our  claim  for  the  reward,  and  threaten  us 
with  the  law  as  murderers.  How  stands  it 
now  ?  I  have  his  secret — O'^Rafferty  has  not : 
the  boy  alive,  and  there  is  a  sword  constantly 
suspended  over  him,  so  that  fear  of  disclosure 
will  bend  him  to  my  every  purpose;  he  has 
hitherto  been  my  employer — ^but  now  I  become 
his  master.     Do  you  comprehend  me?^ 

"  I  do  not  know  the  secret,  sir,''  replied  Peter- 
son ;  <<  but  I  think  I  understand  the  drift  of 
your  meaning.'" 

<<  Ay,  ay,    'tis  clear  enough,^    rejoined  the 
captain ;  <*  the  secret  must  rest  with  me  till 
we  are  better  acquainted,  Peterson.    Remember, 
sir,  I  have  spoken  to  you  in  confidence ;  there 
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must  be  no  betrayal.  Good  night,  Peterson; 
let  there  be  a  good  look-out  and  steady  steer- 
ing— the  course  for  the  present,  nor-nor-west ; 
Rt  Usbant  light  before  it  disappears.  We  have 
thirty  leagues  to  run  before  we  shall  make 
Sdlly  ;  and  as  she  is  slipping  through  it  at  least 
Kfen  knots,  with  an  increasing  breeze 
But  what  is  the  use  of  present  calculation  ? — 
Come,  Nep.^  He  patted  the  dog^s  head,  and 
oommenced  his  descent. — ^*  Call  me,  Peterson, 
'  should  any  thing  occur ;  you  will  find  me  on 
the  lockers.  And,  Peterson,  think  of  what  I 
have  said ;  let  us  have  no  animosity ;  seamen, 
and  especially  seamen  in  our  service,  should  be 
above  it.    Good  night  T 

Daylight  broke  upon  them  as  they  came  within 
the  fair-way  of  the  British  Channel.  The  breeze 
had  freshened,  and  there  was  a  misty  haze  upon 
the  waten,  although  the  sky  above  was  clear. 
The  watdi  was  again  ielieved ;  Peterson,  in 
reogning  charge,  pointed  out  to  Graves  several 
strangers  that  were  in  sight,  and,  with  canvas 
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packed  upon  them  from  the  deck  to  the  trucks^ 
they  were  running  with  the  wind  on  their  lar- 
board quarters,  and  making  the  best  of  their 
speed  in  their  outward-bound  voyage.  Theie 
was  a  schooner  on  the  lee  bow,  close-hauled  on 
the  starboard  tack,  crossing  the  cutter^s  course. 
He  saw  nothing,  liowever,  as  he  said,  *^  either 
to  suspect  or  to  fear.**^ 

Old  Tom  inspected  his  sails,  to  see  if  they 
were  nicely  trimmed,  occasionally  passing  a  few 
words  with  Teddy,  and  then  tried  to  make  out 
the  strangers  through  his  glass.  ^<  That'^s  a 
Smymamun,^  said  he,  looking  at  a  brig  with 
squarer  yards  than  usual  in  merchant  vesada; 
*'  she^s  well  manned  and  armed  against  them 
thieves  o"*  pirates,  the  Algerines;  a  valuable 
cargo  shell  bring  back,  if  so  be  as  she  escapes. 
Yon^s  an  IngeemuUi^  directing  his  glass  to  a 
large  ship,  whose  bright  sides  and  painted  ports 
were  clearly  defined  as  the  light  of  the  monilig 
broke  upon  them ;  ^*  shell  be  for  China,  to  fetch  ' 
home  sowshong  and  hyson,  and  gunpowder  to 
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Uow  up  the  women-kiiicL  And  that  k^"  look- 
iig  at  a  flBoalkr  ship,  whose  wdl  varnished 
rfwer  j^istened  as  the  rising  sun  appeared  above 
the  hdrixoop  **  that  is  a  Southseamun^  going  <ni 
&vhaluig  voyage,  with  light  goods  fin*  the  fur 
tndey  and  hard  shot  for  them  as  interferes  with 
iimu  And  there  bowls  a  sober  Dutchman  for 
Sunt  Ubes ;  and  yonder  goes  a  West  Ingee- 
imm,  to  bring  back  sugar  for  the  Chinamun's 
tea,  and  aome  rum  for  the  ladies ; — ^and,^  direct- 
ing htt  attention  to  the  schooner,  that  had  now 
opened  a  little  out  on  the  cutter's  starboard 
bow,—***  and  that  is— -eh!  let  me  see.^  His  gaze 
became  intently  fixed  for  a  minute;  he  then 
vilked  forward  and  steadied  his  glass  on  the 
bidwaA,  as  he  renewed  his  earnest  look  for  a 
knger  period.  <*  That  is,^  said  he,  suddenly 
ipingingup  and  slapping  his  hand  upon  his  thigh , 
--^  tken  Fm  blow'd  if  it  am't  the  Spider !"" 

WMioBt  a  momenfs  delay,  Graves  descended 
to  the  eahin,  and  aroused  his  commander.  One 
toad  waa  auflicient  (  he  sprang  from  the  lockera 
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as  the  boatswain  exdaimed,  *<  Spider  in  sight, 
sirr 

**  Kill  it  then,**  returned  the  captain  ;  *'  weVe 
no  fly  to  be  caught  in  its  web.*  He  rubbed  hifi 
eyes.  '<  Oh!  daylight,  eh?  What's  the  news, 
Graves  ?* 

^^  Muster  Anderson^s  crossing  our  hawse  in 
the  Spider,  sir,*  returned  the  boatswain ;  ^*  and 
though  he  makes  believe  not  to  see  us,  he^s  too 
many  owld  hands  aboard  not  to  know  the  cut  of 
our  jib." 

^'  If  he^s  ahead,  Graves,  you  must  be  aware 
that  we  are  end-on  to  him,*  returned  the  com- 
mander ;  *^  and  it^s  no  easy  task  to  make  out  the 
identity  of  a  craft  under  such  circumstances.* 

^<  I  don^t  calculate  much  about  <  dentity/ 
sir,*  responded  Tom;  *<  but  I^  thinking  he 
can  make  out  the  dent  he  made  in  our  square 
topsel  last  run,  though  it  be  well  patched  with 
my  own  palm  and  needle.* 

*<  What  tack  is  he  on,  Graves  ?"  inquired 
Feaghan.    ^  But  never  mind ;  jump  on  dedp, 
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old  boy»  and  111  be  alongside  of  you  in  an 
instant.'"  He  reseated  himself  as  the  boatswain 
diiappearad.  '^  That  d*-«d  fellow,  Anderson, 
hll8  alveady  crowed  and  used  bis  spurs ;  but  I 
wast  dip  bia  wings,^  ruminated  the  captain* 
^  If  I  shorten  sail  and  haul  to  the  wind,  I 
ksiow  I  can  beat  him  dead  in  four  or  fire  hours; 
if  I  ruB»  be  saSs  neady  aa  wdl  as  the  cutter, 
going  free,  and  an  unlucky  shot:  may  carry  away 
a  i|iar,  so  as  to  bring  ua&irly  alongside  of  each 
oCher.'^  He  paused.  **  And  what  then  ?  He 
oarries  Iburleen  gunsr-and  so  do*I;  his  men 
w])l  fi|^  for  priae^money-^miDe,  with  a  hang- 
mso't  noose  beSote  tbw  eyes..  It  will  not  do 
to  work  back;  we  must  try  our  luck*^  He 
aseended  Ua  the  deck. 

**  Tbeveafae  ]s>  sir,^  said  Graves,  directing 
the  attention  of  the  captain  to  the  schooner, 
thai,  notwithstanding  the  stiff  breeze,  was 
making  but  slow  progress,  through  the  water. 

Fea^^ian  raised  the  glass  to  his  eye;  one 
SMiaAent's.  look  served  to  convince  him«.    ^<  It 

K  2 


■m^ 


196  HAMILTON  KINO. 

is  the  Spider,  Graves;  turn  the  hands  out 
directly.*' 

The  Spider,  a  man-of-war  schooner,  com* 
itianded  by  Lieutenant  Andoson,  who  had  ren- 
dered himself  remarkable,  and  even  dreaded,  by 
his  active  hostility  against  smugglers,  was  drag- 
ging on  under  a  press  of  canvas,  though  making 
but  little  headway,  apparently  regardless  of  the 
cutter,  or  any  thing  except  standing  in  for  the 
Land'^s  End.  This,  however,  did  not  deceive 
FeaghaU)  who  was  well  assured  that  he  was 
both  seen  and  known;  and  the  schooner,  by 
some  practical  manoeuvre,  was  deadening  her 
way,  so  as  to  draw  him  down.  ^*  Starbond, 
ladr  said  he  to  the  steersman;  ^  keep  her 
away  another  point,  and  mind  your  helm«--» 
Trim  sails,  Mr.  Peterson ;  and  every  mad  to 
his  station ;  see  all  clear  far  jibeing."* 

The  alteration  in  the  coorse  was  not  unob* 
served  by  the  schooner,  who  edged  a  little  off 
the  wind  fbr^a  few  minutes,  and  then  woce  short 
Touiid  on  the  opposite  tack«    ^  The  finir  aid 
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Eoighsiv  ^  does  be  fiuiey  that  I^  adeep?— 
Steward,  give  the  men  a  dram. — Teddy,  bend 
an  the  Dtiloh  cnfligR  abaft. — Graves,  tee  your 
gnoaali  dear,,  and  doo^t  be  aparing  of  the  abot, 
m.  Tbeae  IdUowa  wiUi  be  kooeking  bdea  in 
of  the  tuimi  hat  veil  try  tbeir  metal  and 
of  aailkig.fMr  all  that.  You  know  the 
^BderivfU;  caa  Bobipeieher  a&y  canvaa?^ 

Old  Tom  ddiberated  tor  a  jfew  fieconda,  and 
thoH  with  a  knowing  look,  leplied^  *■  I  think 
hemight^dbr;  but,  if  I  may  be  so  bowldas  to 
^leak  my  mind,  I'd  bother  him.^ 

■*  It  wouldbe  wmth  a  trial,  Grravee,^  said  the 
mptaia;  ^  but  Andenon  is  too  dear^headed  to 
hi  eadly  takea  im  Our  cargo  ia  too  valuable 
lo  he  phycd  with;  yet  I  will  not  haul  ipy 
aind.'' 

^  Even  if  yon  were  to  determined^  it  would 
he  TvaniDg^  oat  of  one  fire  into  anotho:,  air,^ 
and  Fetenon,   who   had    been   scanning,  the 

faoriaoB  astern ;  ^*  there's  the  man-ol-war  brig, 

* 

Alt  waa  in  Bertheanrae  Boada,  away  on  the 
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weather  quarter,  and  a  signal  from  the  schooner 
would  bring  her  down.*" 

"  There  it  goes,  then,^  said  Feaghan,  as  a 
wreath  of  smoke  curled  for  a  few  seconds  amongst 
the  Spider^s  sails,  and  the  report  of  a  gun  came 
faintly  on  the  ear ;  *^  if  he  does  not  see  the  sig- 
nal, I  think  the  sound  will  hardly  reach  him 
right  in  the  wind^s  eye.^ 

**  But  he  does  see  it,  sir,**  exclaimed  Peter- 
fion  ;  "  he's  bearing  up ;  his  yards  are  squared ; 
they're  rigging  out  the  studdensd-booms.  But  a 
stem-chace  is  a  long  chace,  and  so  hell  find  it.** 

"  Right,  Peterson,**  returned  the  commander; 
**  he  does  not  at  present  give  me  a  moment's 
concern.  Now  then !  see  all  clear  for  shortening 
sail;  but  keep  every  thing  ready  to  crack  on  hfr 
again  the  moment  I  give  the  word.  There 
must  be  no  delay-— no  hesitation.  Send  a  cou|de 
of  hands  aloft,  as  if  to  take  in  the'topsel ;  gH 
another  pull  at  the 'jib^purcbase,  and  sscureit 
to  the  mast-head  by  the  chain.— Graves,  quick 
with  half-a-doien  men,  to    clear   away  these 
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Stem-ports;  and  the  aftmost  guns  must  be 
ihifted  into  them  directly  the  hebn  is  put  up. 
Ay,  ay,  there  oomes  a  shot,  dancing  across 
the  water. — Stewardr  (the  man  approached), 
^  see  to  the  chfldren,  and  put  them  in  a  place 
of  safety  with  the  dog.  Hobt  Van  Tromp  abaft, 
ind  stand  by,  my  boys.^ 

The  yessels  were  now  rapidly  nearing  each 
otheTi^-the  schooner,  on  the  larboard  tack,  ob- 
liquely crossing  the  cutter^s  fore-foot,  and  firing 
her  krboard  bow-guns  without  effect.  The 
position  was  £svourable  to  the  former,  for  the 
cutter  was  nearly  dead  before  it;  and  a  slight 
variation  in  her  course  to  starboard  would  have 
mdered  it  necessary  to  jibe,  which  Feaghan 
qipeared  desirous  of  avoiding;  whilst,  if  he 
hauled  more  up  to  port,  his  lee^guns  would  be 
so  lowj  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  bring  them 
to  hesr.  Still  every  moment  became  more  and 
mote  piedous ;  Axy  were  nearly  within  hail. — 
^  Port,  lad — portP  said  Feaghan;  '<  gather  in 
the  main-aheet  abaft ;  shorten  saiL^ 
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Down  came  the  squaresail ;  the  topsail  flut- 
tered in  the  breeze,  and  wa«  gathered  in  fcdds 
upon  the  yard.  The  vessel,  obedient  to  her 
hdm,  wore  round  to  the  starboard  tack,  flew 
up  to  meet  the  wind,  and  her  canvas  lifted  as  she 
closed  with  it ;  whilst  Feaghan,  with  a  counte- 
nance on  which  was  produced  cool  determination 
mingled  with  anxiety,  kept  his  eye  keenly  fixed 
upon  his  opponent.  *^  That^s  a  tub  of  Nantes 
in  Father  Fogarty*s  pocket!'"  said  he,  rubbing 
his  hands  with  eager  delight,  as  he  saw  the 
ffchooner  on  liis  lee  bow  heave  about ;  and  no 
sooner  was  she  head  to  wind,  than  his  voioe, 
though  low,  was  distinctly  heard  fore-and-aft  by 
his  ready  men,  "  Make  sail,  lads ;  hard  up  with 
tlie  helm,  and  meet  her  in  time;  sway  away 
forud.  Hurrah!  my  boys — well  behaved !  we*ve 
done  the  old  'un  like  sons  of  thunder."^ 

The  lively  vessel  responded  to  contral,  and 
again  flew  off  before  it,  though  not  with  the 
same  rapidity  as  that  in  which  she  had  luffed 
up;    and  this  brought  the  advenariea  atinopt 
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nvUifat  jiimpfaig^Btance  of  each  other.     The 
'fiMWiiul  and  topaul  were  agsfai  spread,  as  if 
^  fcjr  tbeefleelB  ci  a  magician's  wand ;  the  schooner 
"^had  not  yet  gathered  way,  when  Blue  Bob 
'  ]iiaBed  cioae  under  her  stem,  pouring  in  a  raking 
'  broadside,  and  making  every  shot  tell  as  it  swept 
'  her  decks.     ^  Mind  your  helm,  lad,^  exclaimed 
'  Teaman ;   '^  steer   her   small ;    there — ^steady, 
io;    Dor-nor^west  again.      Wdl-behaved    with 
'  those  stem-guns,  my  boys !      He  ran  aft   to 
reader  some  aid,  and  behdd  the  commander  of 
the  scbocmer  standing  at  his  own  lee-gangway. 
Immediatdy,  he  sprang  upon  the  tafirail ;  his 
hat  was  raised,  and  he  saluted  the  lieutenant 
with  a  mock  gravity  that  was  inimitable.     A 
volley  from  the  marines  was  the  response ;  but 
Feaghan  looked   proudly  around  him,   as  he 
retained  his  position  apparently  uninjured.     In 
•  inimite  or  two  he  descended  from  his  exposed 
tituation ;  his  step  was  firm  ;  his  look  was  un- 
daunted ;  not  a  feature  of  his  face  betrayed  the 
sufiering  or    pain;   but,  calling  the 
K  5 
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second-mate  to  his  side,  he  said  in  a  half- whisper, 
^^  That*8  all  one  gets  for  being  over-civil,  Peter- 
son ;  those  infernal  rascals  have  riddled  nie !     I 
have  three  balls  in  or  through  my  body ;  how 
many  more,  I  know  not.  But  whatever  happens, 
Peterson,  should  the  command  devolve  on  you, 
do  not  give  her  away.     There — ^take  no  notice 
of  what   I   have  said.     Steady,  boy — steady! 
Get  a  pull  of  the  main-guy  there,  forud.     Keep 
the  mainsel  from  lifting  by  the  lee,  my  man. 
The  schoon^  is  paying  off !  Tom  —Tom  Graves, 
try  the  range  of  those  stem-chasers;  take  a  steady 
aim,  and  expend  some  of  his  gear — a  yard  or  a 
topmast ;  King  Greorge  has  plenty  more  in  his 
dock-yards.'* 

.  The  lieutenant  of  the  schooner  was  greatly 
enraged  at  finding  himself  outwitted,  and,  for 
the  moment,  his  anger  deprived  him  of  that  cool 
judgment  which  is  so  requisite  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency. But  this  soon  vanished ;  sail  was  made 
upon  the  Spider,  and  she  endeavoured  to  keep 
upon  the  cutter'*s  quarter,  so  as  to  bring  her 
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bow-gun  to  bear.  The  Blue  Bob,  however, 
bad  got  nearly  two  cables*  length  start  of  the 
sohoouer,  and,  as  their  rate  of  sailing  was  about 
equal,  they  kept  up  their  relative  distance  with 
Marcdly  any  alteration.  Old  Tom  had  several 
times  pitched  the  inm  at  the  Spider,  and  the 
bolea  in  her  sails  plainly  indicated  that  his  aim 
nia  good,  though  no  spar  had  as  yet  been 
touched.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cutter'*s  can- 
?at  was  something  like  Paddy'^s  main-lug,  when, 
in  a  squall,  he  cut  a  piece  out  of  the  middle  to 
let  the  wind  blow  through :  there  were  not  a 
tew  ribands  flying  away,  for  the  schooner^s  bow- 
gun  was  cleverly  performing  its  duty. 

^<  Had  you  not  better  go  below,  sir  ?^  said 
Peterson  to  his  ocnnmander;  *^  the  blood  is 
running  down  your  fingers ;  let  me  see  if  I  can 
do  any  thing  for  you.*^ 

**  Thank  you,  Peterson — thank  you,^  re- 
turned Feaghan;  *^  gun-shot  wounds  seldom 
Ueed  much.  There^s  a  fellow  in  the  thick  part 
of  my  arm,  brought  up  all  standing,  pretty  dose 


204  HAMILTON   KING. 

to  the  bone,  I  think  C^  and  he  shewed  the  bde 
in  his  rough  jacket  through  which  the  ball  had 
}>assed.  ^'  The  visit  of  another  was  only  mo* 
inentary — he  gave  me  a  hint  just  here,^  pointing 
to  the  fleshy  muscles  an  inch  or  two  above  the 
hip-bone ;  '^  and,  as  I  perceive,  by  the  sally-port 
he^s  made  abaft,  he  was  in  too  much  of  a  hurry 
to  stop— the  place  gives  me  great  pain;  but 
really  I  haven't  time  to  think  about  it.  The 
tiiird  is  in  my  thigh  ;  so  that,  you  see,  there  is 
no  great  danger. — Steady,  boy;  mind  your  helm, 
and  be  d  to  youT    He  turned  round  in 

anger;  the  steersman  was  stretched  upon  the 
deck  a  corpse,  a  shot  having  literaUy  smashed 
his  head  to  atoms. 

Peterson  ran  to  the  tiller,  and  immediaiely 
rectified  the  deviation  which  this  fatal  occumnoe 
had  caused  in  the  cutter^s  course ;  and  though 
tlie  whole  had  passed  in  a  very  short  time,  yet 
it  enabled  the  schooner  to  gain  upon  the  cfaaseii 
''  Poor  Miller !''  said  Feaghan,  looking  at  the 
fallen  man,  and  throwing  a  boat^a  tail  over  the 
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fuvfring  body,  *'  yodVebad  no  lingering  fains, 
WKf  how^  Sec  to  your  gun,  Tom  Graves!^ 
dvutcd  he,  with  vchemoioe;  **  all  this  noise 
■aHpj  and  ao  little  work  done. — HarkT  (a 
dieer  came  down  upon  the  breeie) ;  <<  the  fel- 
k»ws  mre  laughing  at  you.  There  goes  that 
Jaienial  bow-gun  againT  (a  crash  was  beard 
iloft)..^  and,  by  — * !  theyVe  knocked  away 
sur  topmast"^ 

A  stem  expresBOD  of  levengefid  fledings 
passed  over  the  features  ci  Captain  Feaghan, 
as  he  saw  the  shattered  stump  of  his  mast  just 
above  the  cap,  both  square-topsail  and  gaff- 
topsail  hanging  down  before  the  square^. 
Another  loud  cheer  came  from  the  sdiooner; 
mid  there  were  some  dastard  hearts  in  the  Blue 
Bob  that  began  to  quake  under  the  fear  of  cap^ 
tore.  Not  so  with  the  oqptain— *not  so  with  the 
laates.  0*Baflerty  had  listened  to  the  firing 
andisCurbed  ;  he  had  been  aware  that  more  than 
one  or  two  lives  had  been  lost,  yet  it  produced 
but  little  cxcitenient  in  bis  breast ;  but  when  he 
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heard  the  crashing  of  the  spars,  and  became 
aware  that  the  vessel  which  he  loved  was  injured, 
he  immediately  left  his  bed,  and,  though  with 
only  his  trowsers  on,  he  ascended  the  companion 
at  the  very  instant  that  the  shouts  of  the  Spider^s 
crew  came  down  upon  the  blast. 

'^  Your  sowls  to  blazes,^  roared  the  mate,  as 
he  ran  aft  to  the  chase  gun,  which  had  just  been 
reloaded  ;  ^*  let  a  clear  eye  and  a  steady  hand 
come.  Out  o^  that,  Tom  Graves,  and  give  me 
the  match ;  he'^s  coming  up  with  us  hand  over 
hand.'' 

And  00  the  schooner  was,  for  the  breeze  had 
increased  to  little  short  of  a  gale,  and  the  cutter 
soon  felt  the  loss  of  her  canvas — the  squaresail 
had  been  rent  by  the  falling  mast,  and  the  Spi- 
der, ploughing  the  boiling  foam  that  roared  and 
hissed  under  her  bows,  was  carrying  on  and 
rapidly  diminishing  their  distance,  so  that  there 
seemed  no  alternative  but  to  fight  or  surrender. 
It  often  happensi  however,  that  a  ftesh  eye 
along  the  sight  of  a  gun  will  do  more  in  one 
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ndnute  than  theimictieeQf  a  previous  hour,  and 
iocii  WW  the  case  now.  O^Raflterty,  with 
MwrAj  mH  effort,  just  watched  the  rise  of  the 
etitter*8  stem,  then  ranged  his  rapid  scrutiny 
frond  the  musxle  of  the  six*pounder  towards  the 
Spider ;  the  matdi  was  applied  wiA  the  rapidity 
of  lightning;  the  smoke  abaft  obscured  his  im- 
mMHate  right,  but  a  shout  from  forward  told 
Um  execution  had  been  done,  and  the  exclama- 
tion, **  His  f(»eyaid*s  gone  right  in  the  slings  T 
infbrmed  him  of  the  extent.  The  schooner^s 
iqoaresail  sbemI  topsail  were  rendered  useless,  and 
thej  wei^  once  more  placed  upon  something  like 
m  equality  in  the  progress  which  they  made, 
though  Blue  Bob  enjoyed  a  small  advantage. 

^  Bear  a  hand,  lads, — up  with  the  spare  top- 
mast,^ shouted  Feaghaa;  ^get  out  the  small 
■qoat^Bcl  and  shift  it.  Look  smart,  my  boys, 
-Hddft,  and  show  those  manKif*war'*s  men  what 
derer  topmen  yom^'d  make.  Try  your  range 
sgnn;  O^BaflSerty ;  the  Spider^s  cook  will  thank 
you  ftnr  a  aupply  of  chips.^ 


Mi^i 


'208  HAMILTON  KINO. 

OUafferty  did  try,  but  without  avail,  except 
to  cut  away  a  rope  or  two,  and  work  daylight 
through  his  sails.  Tom  Graves  was  busily  em- 
ployed getting  the  spare  topmast  rigged ;  and, 
in  a  space  of  time  that  would  seem  almost  in- 
credible, both  topsails  were  again  set,  and  Bkie 
Bob  was  walking  off  from  the  Spider  almost 
two  foot  to  one.  But  the  royal  cruiser  was  not 
idle ;  the  foreyard  was  shifted,  and  once  more, 
under  a  cloud  of  canvas,  she  held  her  own  with 
the  cutter.  Firing  had  ceased  for  some  time, 
when  above  the  haze,  which  had  greatly  thick- 
ened on  the  surfooe  of  the  water,  St.  Agnes 
lighthouse  showed  itself  a  conspicuous  object  to 
direct  their  course — ^it  bore  north-north-east,  or 
pretty  well  open  on  the  starboard  bow. 

Captain  Feaghan  had  permitted  Peterson  to 
see  to  his  wounds ;  that  in  the  side  was  roughly 
dressed,  the  ball  extracted  from  the  thigh,  bilt 
that  in  the  arm  could  not  be  moved.  The  chil- 
dren and  Neptune  were  released  from  their 
confinement,  and «  substantial  m«^1  fvt  r^it  in 
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the  cobiiit    All  tffw^af  animooky  had  $i|b«ided 

bi^iiFiE^en  tha  iMt^i»  £ar  the  Spider  had  reunited 

ihcm  bj  a  bpad  wbidi  admitted  of  no  errors  or 

miflakfai 

::  *^  We  abpU  have  a  gale  before  sun  down^^ 

4pJ4  Pai^han,  as  he  seated  himself  at  tb^  table 

«i|d  pulled  the  chair  oi  Hamilton  dose,  to  his 

.  .^DotCt  jou  think  the  cutter  is  pressed  now, 
dr^  «aid  Peterson,  in  a  tone  of  deferential 
inquiry. 

'^Not  yet*- not  yet,**  returned  the  oom- 
jnander,  *^  though  it  certainly  will  be  wise  to 
ease  our  lofty  spars  before  long.  Blue  Bob  will 
tdl  ua  when  his  head*s  too  low,  depend  upon  it. 
We*ve  a  long  run  yet,  and,  if  nothing  crosses 
u^  shall  make  the  Cape  about  daybreak  to* 
jnonow*    Wdly  Hammy,  and  are  you  fright* 

«<  Na  r  rqpUed  the  boy ;  '*  only  I  don't  like 
:tohe  shut  down  in  a  dark  pUce.  Why  didn't 
jou  let  me  oome  up  to  see  you  fight  ?** 
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^'  And  did  you  want  to  come  up  too,  Ned  ?^ 
said  the  captain;  *'  did  you  want  to  see  us 
fight  ?" 

"  No,^  responded  Ned,  "  I  dotft  like  fight- 
ing, no  more  don't  Neptune;  he  crouched 
down  in  the  comer  every  time  you  fired  the 
caimons.'^ 

^'  Ah,  Nep^s  a  coward,^  said  Hamilton  boldly ; 
^^  he  was  afraid  of  being  shot,  and  yet  he^s  a 
dear  good  dog  in  the  water.  Are  you  going  to 
fight  again  V 

^'That  must  depend  upon  others  and  not 
upon  me,^  answered  Feaghan,  as  he  helped  the 
children  to  food. 

"  And  what  did  they  fight  you  for  ?^*  inquired 
Ned.  ^<  What  had  you  done  to  tliem  to  make 
them  try  and  kill  you  ?^ 

'^  Why,  my  boy,  weVe  a  commission  from  the 
Pope  of  Rome  to  freight  ourselves  with  parish 
churches  if  we  can  hoist  them  aboard,^  replied 
the  captain ;  **  but  as  weVe  no  stowage  for  the 
steeples,  we  are  obliged  to  content  ourselves  with 
a  cargo  of  holy-stones  and  hand-bible^*^ 
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*'Aiid  did  th^  want  to  take  them  from 
you  7^  Btked  Hammy,  in  the  innooencj  of  his 
heart 

"They  did,  my  boy,"  replied  Feaghan; 
^  but  yoQ  know  it  would  be  wicked  to  part  with 
the  property  of  the  priesthood— we  mustn't 
make  enemies  of  the  parsons." 

^There's  a  cutter  retching  out  from  under 
the  land,  sir,"  said  Tom  Grraves,  as  he  stood  hat 
in  hand  at  the  cabin  dcor ;  ''and  to  my  think* 
ing,  sir,  shtf  looks  very  much  like  the  — *" 

"  Dolphin  V^  exelaimed  the  captain,  hiuiiedly 
intemiping  him.  *'  Oh,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
about  it ;  when  a  feUow'^s  luck  is  down  upon 
him  he  ne?er  gets  it  singly.  Has  the  schooner 
caoa^t  sight  of  him  yet  ?" 

**  Yea,  sir,"  answered  Graves,  "  the  Spider 
SKS  him,  and  is  trjring  to  do  a  bit  of  talking 
«idi  his  flags.*^ 

"  Then,  my  boy,"  said  Feaghan,  turning  to 
RamStDn,  '<  we  ^att  have  another  fight,  for  we 
mustnH  loae  the  holy^rtoDes  and  the  hand-Ubles. 
What  distance  is  she,  Tom  ?" 
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*^  Ifs  getting  very  thick,  nr,  so  as  to  make  a 
man  somewhat  dubersome  about  distances,^  re* 
plied  the  boatswain ;  *^  but  I  should  take  him  to 
be  not  more  than  three  mile,^ 

"  And  broad  away  on  the  starboard  bow, 
Graves,  I  think  you  said,^  observed  the  captain, 
as  if  working  some  mental  calculation, 

<*  I  didnH  say  as  much,  sir,"^  answered  the 
boatswain,  <*  but  thaf s  wheieabouts  she  is.^ 

*<  Then  we  shall  beat  him  without  the  help  of 
the  guns,  Tom,^  said  Feaghan.  *<  Keep  her  off' 
another  point,  nor-west  and  by  north,  old  boy, 
and  a  couple  of  good  hands  at  the  tiller.  Have 
the  men  finished  their  grub  yet  ?^' 

*<  Almost,  sir,^  answered  Graves,  as  he  turned 
to  depart.  <*But  I  think,  Captain  Feaghan, 
the  cutter^s  overfxessed.  Poor  thing,  she  tries 
to  go  faster,  but  the  canvas  shoves  her  note 
under,  and  she  can  hardly  lift  it  again.  One 
can  hear  her  groan.^ 

^  Very  well,  Tom,  111  see  to  it  preMOtly^^ 
returned  Feaghim,  miling,    ^  Bear  a  lussd  uf^ 
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aid  bagr-^wmembet^  not^i^gt  ind  by  north,  and 
stedy  fawk  at  die  tilhr.'* 

^  Aj^  ay,  mtf^  rafpotided  the  veteran,  and, 
clonng  the  dcxir  of  the  cabin,  he  reasoend^d  to 
thedeck. 

¥  Haldim,  good  sparer  exdaimed  the  cap 
tain,  looking  up  the  ekyl^t.  <•  Tim's  a  pretty 
Hiek  that  topmast,  it  bends  like  a  coatfh-wfaip. 
And  atf,  PeCtfson,  we  have  two  of  our  didest 
ftiaida  dose  at  band,  ftiU  of  eager  desire  to 
assist  hi  discharging  oar  cargo.  We*re  clear  of 
the  eehoonsr  this  bout,  though  I  dare  say  An« 
down  is  ehuckUng  with  |^  under  the  hope 
that  the  Dcdphin^s  guns  will  disaUe  me  ^  and  so 
they  nay,  but  that^s  flie  chance,  atid  Tve  run 
woirae  faaimda'tlMn  this, — ^ay,  under  a  frigtte^s 
bowe,  and  latighed  the  wind  out  of  W — t 
Wen^  time  to  tell  you  HoW.  Anderson  thinks 
he  has  me  snug  enough^  and  certaitily  there^s 
nothing  very  flattering  m  our  prospects.  But  I 
wiU  teach  the  fool  another  kason  if  he  has  not 
had  will  ii  nt  far  otie  dqg»  should  I  oomealQiig^ 
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side  of  him.  I  have  a  small  reckoning  placed  to 
his  account — a  kind  of  pledge  for  his  three  balU 
that — —But  eat,  youngsters,  eat ;  you  must  go 
in  the  hole  again  for  a  short  time,  and  take  care 
of  Nep.^ 

^'  Oh,  let  me  go  and  see  you  fight,^  said 
Hamilton,  eagerly ;  ^<  indeed,  I  wo'n't  get  in 
anybody^s  way.^ 

^^  No,  no,  Hammy,^  answered  Feaghan,  **you 
must  not  go  upon  deck ;  who  can  tell  but  you 
may  take  it  into  your  head  to  be  trying  to  stop 
the  shot  ?"" 

^^  Indeed,  indeed  I  won'^c,^  responded  Hamil* 
ton,  with  eagerness ;  ^'  I  won^t  stop  one  shot, 
if  you^ll  only  let  me  be  by  your  side.^ 

Feaghan  eyed  the  boy  for  an  instant;  but 
Hamilton  manifested  no  want  of  decision.— 
*^  Look  here,^  said  he,  baring  his  arm,  and 
showing  hifi  shirt  saturated  with  blood  even 
through  the  bandages ;  ^*  and  here  T  he  pointed 
to  the  deqdy-ttained  dressings  on  his  side. 
'<  You  see^  my  fine  fieUow,  I  have  been  atoppiiig 
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the  diol,   and   thatf^    what  they've  done  fbr 
me.'' 

Hamilton  said  no  more,  and  Ned  sickened 
and  shuddered  at  the  spectacle ;  whilst  Neptune 
placed  his  fore-paws  on  his  master's  knees,  gazed 
wistfully  in  his  face,  and  gave  a  short  howl. 
Feaghan  patted  his  head,  roae  from  the  table, 
and  went  on  deck. 

The  alteration  in  the  cutter's  course  had 
brought  the  schooner  nearly  astern,  and  opened 
out  a  wider  space  for  the  Dolphin  from  the  Blue 
fiob'*sbows.  But  the  revenue  vessel  had  also 
6ore  up  and  made  sail,  running  on  a  parallel 
line  with  the  craft  she  was  detsirous  of  catching ; 
yet  was  the  wind  so  awkward,  that  there  was  no 
possibility  of  getting  nearer  without  jibeing ; 
and  that  was  a  work  of  peril,  as  well  as  delay. 
It  is  true,  the  revenue  cutter  sometimes  yawed 
to  port,  to  diminish  the  distance  between  them ; 
but  it  was  evidently  the  cause  of  her  losing 
ground,  and  it  was  discontinued.  In  the  mean 
Une  Blue  Bob  was  steered  with  such  nicety. 
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that  though  the  fleas  toppled  and  nmged  along 
her  flidefl,  not  one  broke  upon  her  deck. 

^^  This  cannot  last  much  longer,  Toni,^  said 
Feaghan,  addressing  the  boatswain ;  ^^  the  sea 
is  getting  up,  and  the  gale  is  increasing.^  He 
looked  astern.  ^*  Ha,  ha !  the  Spider  is  drawing 
in  his  legs ;  he  has  got  enough  of  it ;  where*s 
the  glass  ?^  Graves  presented  one  to  his  com- 
mander. ^^  Reefing  his  topsel,  and  double- 
reefing  his  mainsel!  Good-bye,  old  Spider; 
I*m  out  of  your  claws  this  voyage,  at  all  events. 
—Where's  the  brig  P^  He  looked  towards  the 
place  where  she  had  last  been  seen.  **  Not  in  sight. 
— And  now,  Mr.  Dolphin  ?  Well-behaved,  my 
lads — following  the  example  of  the  schooner! 
Have  all  hands  ready  at  their  stations,  Graves, 
and  see  eveiy  thing  dear  tot  shortening  sail  on 
the  instant    111  try  my  canvas  a  little  longer.* 

The  Dolphin,  a  revenue  cutter,  stationed  tdT 
the  Sdlly  Isles,  was  well  aware  of  the  character 
of  the  Blue  Bob ;  and  such  was  the  deadly  feel- 
ing of  hostility  between  the  crews  that,  had  they 
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been  the  oooflicti  The  time  oocupied  in  reducing 

iiA.in,llie  other  two  venels  ge^e-Feaghan  a 

dvi^ed  aclvHitagt^  «b  he  evidently  gained  upon 

Ini  eneouca ;  uidy  notwithatamling  the  rolUng 

watifiKkot  the  cutter  and  the  pain  of  hit  woundt, 

ha  afeood.  balancing  himaelf  by  the  companion, 

and.  whiatling  anatcheaof  Irish  aoogs.  Old  Tom 

fipequently  looked  at  him  with  a  restless  and 

naeaty  ^y^y  but  did  not  speak,  though  he  seemed 

almost  bunting  with  desire  to  say  something. 

At  .laat,  addressing  himself  to  the  second-mate, 

he  aaid*  in  an  under-tone,  but  loud  enough  to 

reach  the  captain^s  ears,  *^  Would  you  be  good 

enough.  Muster  Peterson,  just  to  make  bould 

to  ax  the  skiiqwr  to  leave  oflT  piping  that  deviFs 

djdi^t.  >  Any  one  may  see  aa  we\e  got  quite 

mid  enough,  without  wanting  a  cap-fiill  more, 

9^  the  poor  thing  already  strained  beyond  her 

nat'nl  bearing.'' 

**  And  so^  Tmn,  you  thiidL  it  is  bad  luck  to 
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whistle,  do  you?^  said  the  captain,  who  had 
overheard  his  remarks. 

^^  No,  sir,  not  bad  luck,^  replied  the  boat- 
swain ;  ^^  but,  if  you  "tices  the  breeze,  it^s  sure 
to  come,  and,  with  the  cloth  weVe  got  abroad, 
another  breath  would  make  the  sticks  chatter. 
The  lower-mast^head  is  wringing  now,  and  that 

topmast  wouldn^t  hould  much  more  strain.   The 
other  craft  are  making  snug — "^ 

**  And  we  are  leaving  them  fast,  in  conse- 
quence,'" argued  Feaghan.  "  But  there  is  a 
squall  coming  astern,  Tom;  is  every  thing 
clear  P  By  Jove,  the  schooner's  got  it!  Stand 
by  tliere,  forud  !*" 

Far  as  the  eye  could  reach  astern,  there  seemed 
to  be  a  white  foam  ariaing  through  the  dim 
haze,  and  spreading  into  wider  expansion  as  it 
approached.  The  curling  tops  of  the  seas  were 
PQt  to  be  distinguished  from  the  smoother  sur- 
face,  and  there  was  a  blackness  hovering  over 
all  that  ooDtrasted  fearfully  with  the  mOky  hue 
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of  the  Tolling  waves.  The  schooner  had  carried 
OD  to  the  last  moment,  and  then  every  thing 
was  let  go ;  her  topsail  flew  from  the  yard,  and 
passed  away  ahead,  like  a  cknid  borne  on  die 
fleet  winga  of  the  wind  ;  and  her  jib,  exposed 
to  the  fury  of  the  blast,  on  the  sudden  lowering 
of  the  squaresail  split  into  ribands,  and  fluttered 
in  mockery  of  their  efforts  to  haul  it  down. 

*^  In  sail  !^  shouted  Feaghan ;  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  Blue  Bob  was  running  almost  under 
a  bare  pole ;  for  the  squaresails  were  taken  in, 
the  gaff-topsail  stowed  at  the  mast-head,  the 
mainsai]  lowered,  and  the  boom  shifted  to  the 
lee-quarter,  ready  for  reefing  the  sail.  Down 
came  the  squall,  scattering  the  spray  over  the 
decks  like  a  diower  of  hail-stones.  The  vessel 
reded  for  several  minutes,  as  if  in  affright  at  the 
war  rf  elements ;  every  plank  in  her  quivered  ; 
her  mast  shook  like  a  reed,  and  the  ocean  around 
her  seemed  to  smoke  with  the  friction  of  her  sides, 
as  she  rushed  on  in  her  headlong  course.  But 
aQ   was  snugly  housed — not  a  rope-yam  was 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


The  lar  delights  on  the  skies  to  gaze, 
WheD  the  breeze  is  fresh  and  free, 
And  the  heavens  are  clear  from  cloud  or  haze, 
Whilst  the  stars  in  their  brilliant  glory  blaze, 

Or  dance  on  the  deep  blue  sea : 
More  precious  to  me  is  the  thickening  gloom, 
Though  silent  and  dark  as  the  dreary  tomb. 


Over  the  wild  waters  bounded  the  lively 
vessels— the  pursuers  and  the  pursued.  The  haze 
grew  more  and  more  dense  as  the  shades  of  even- 
ing were  closing  in  around  them.  The  schooner 
was  barely  visible  astern — the  Dolphin  was  now 
broad  away  on  the  starboard  quarter ;  but  both 
of  their  commanders  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  probable  destination  of  Blue  Bob,  and, 
should  no  other  vessel  appear  to  intercept  his 
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progress,  yet  still  they  cherished  the  hope  that, 
by  carrying  on,  they  might  keep  sufficiently 
near  the  chase  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the 
cargo,  or  to  seize  it  if  landed. 

Feaghan  was  aware  of  this;  his  well  prac- 
tised mind  embraced  all  the  difficulties  of  his 
situation;  he  knew  that  he  might  haul  his 
wind,  and  escape  his  enemies— but  then  they 
would  get  the  start  of  him,  and  he  would  have 
no  chance  of  running  his  crop,  as  the  whole  coast 
would  be  alarmed.  To  continue  on,  however, 
was  a  hazardous  experim^t,  and  could  only  be 
warranted  by  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
several  coves  and  inlets,  where,  for  a  short  time 
at  least,  he  could  lie  undiscovered  and  undis- 
turbed. The  alternative  was  desperate ;  bat  he 
determined  upon  trying  it. 

I'he  mainsail  had  been  treble-reefed,  the  bow- 
sprit reduced,  the  topmast  struck,  and  every 
thing  was  made  snug^as  night-^a  dreary,  tlnnpes- 
tuous  night — enveloped  them  in  darkness.  Roll- 
ing sheets  of  ibam  was  around  them  below ;  and 
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Aofe  tUs  a  thick  mist  enoirded  the  vessel  in 
its  gloomy  shroud ;  yet  myriads  of  bright  gems 
sent  fiocth  their  sparkling  eSiilgence  through 
the  dim  vapour,  and  the  track  of  the  cutter  was 
glorioosly  lighted  with  dazzling  splendour,  as 
if  die  bad  been  pkmghii^  up  diamonds.  The 
Spider  and  the  Dolphin  were  no  longer  to  be 
teen ;  the  watch  on  deck  were  huddled  together; 
PeteiBon  had  the  charge,  and  might  well  be 
trusted.  But  Feaghan  would  not  go  below ; 
his  eye  was  every  where,  but  chiefly  upon  the 
ooKipase-card,  to  obsonre  that  the  steersman 
kept  her  steady  in  her  course. 

**  This  is  rough  work,  as  the  monkey  said 
when  the  bear  hugged  him/^  uttered  the  captain 
to  .his  second-mate ;  *^  but  Fve  been  in  greater 
straits  before  now.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  see 
the  land  till  it  is  dose  aboard  of  us,  and  perhaps 
not  till  we  feel  it.  The  Fastnet  may  be  a  more 
fiital  web  than  that  which  the  Spider  would  have 
wove  for  us ;  and  the  Cape  will  be  any  thing 
dear  to-night.     We^ll  keep  her  another  point  to 
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the  westward,  Peterson,  and  try  for  Mizen 
Head." 

'^  Very  well,  sir,""  replied  the  subordinate; 
and  he  immediately  carried  into  effect  the  orders 
of  his  superior. 

^'  I  like  such  nights  as  these,  Petersons'"  said 
the  captain,  as  they  stood  together  by  the  com- 
panion ;  '^  they  seem  to  accord  with  the  natural 
feelings  of  ray  heart,  so  as  to  arouse  every  latent 
energy.  I  «ou]d  not  sleep,  nor  do  I  feel  the 
slightest  indication  of  weariness  or  want  of  rest. 
My  wounds  are  rather  troublesome,  yet  I  scarcely 
give  them  a  thought,  so  powerfully  is  my  mind 
pre-occu]iied — steady,  boy ;  steer  her  small— 
and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  at  these 
moments  that  remembrances  of  my  early  years  are 
the  most  vivid — for,  whilst  looking  on  the  dark 
haie  as  it  rolls  its  mysterious  forms  along  the 
gale,  I  seem  as  if  holding  converse  with  those 
who  are  tenants  of  the  tomb.*" 

'*  I  know  but  little  of  sud)  feelings,  flur,* 
returned  Peterson,  who,  in  his  unsophisticated 


ntliiR^  experioMxd  a  degree  of  awe  whikt 
liftemng  to  the  language  ef  bis  GonuDander. 
^  For  my  port,  I  can  see  nothing  but  ttie  haze 
wfaieh  thuCa  out  the  sky,  atid  the  sea  as  it  gene- 
rally looks  in  a  gale  of  wind.^ 

■^.  I  could  almost  wish  it  were  so  with  me,"^ 
oQotiDued  Feaf^ian ;  *^  and  yet  there  is  a  sort 
of  ddi^tful  witchery  in  sudi  reveries,  though 
I  mast  confess  that  at  times  ^Ifey  produce  ener- 
vatkm.-i— But  hark!^  exdaimed  he  with  vehe- 
mence,  ^'  can  you  not  fimcy  there  are  voices  on 
the  breeae;  and  is  it  not  gratifying  to  suppose 
that  the  spirits  of  departed  friends  are  hovering 
in  the  mist  to  bear  you  on  in  safety  ?*" 

*^  I  hear  nothing,  sir,  but  the  whistling  of  the 
wind  through  the  blocks,  as  the  Dutchman  said, 
when  he^d  only  half  a  sheave  at  his  mast-head,"^ 
retumed  Peteraon  ;  '*  and  as  for  spirits,  I  know 
of  none  but  what*s  in  the  hold.^ 

The  sea  rose  higher  and  higher  as  it  gained  a 
kmger  range«  till  it  became  extremely  hazardous 
to  keep  befcre  it.    Sometimes  the  waves  would 
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run  fearfully  high  above  the  vessers  stem,  as  if 
about  to  bury  her  beneath  its  mountain  weight ; 
and,  had  their  curling  summits  broke  over  them, 
none  would  have  escaped  an  ocean-grave.  But  the 
buoyant  vessel  lifted  herself  lightly  as  the  swell- 
ing billows  seemed  to  approach;  and  then  her  tafT- 
rail  was  thrown  high  in  air,  whilst  her  bowsprit 
pointed  into  the  very  heart  of  the  next  wave,  as 
if  she  was  about  to  rush  headlong  into  it. 

Thus  passed  the  night  till  daylight  came. 
The  haze  was  still  thick  ;  and  as  the  sun  arose, 
it  assumed  a  red  and  angry  hue  that  was  sicken- 
ing to  the  sight.  Not  a  vessel  could  be  seen, 
and  still  the  cutter  was  flying  over  those  raging 
waters,  like  a  bird  that  sported  in  the  spray,  and 
just  descended  to  wet  its  wings.  Morning  ad- 
vanced, and,  by  Feaghan^s  directions,  the  steward 
brought  the  children  upon  deck.  Ned  shrank 
back  in  terror,  and  cried  out  when  he  bdield  the 
sublime  but  fiearful  spectacle  presented  by  ele- 
mental commotion.  Hamilton  dung  to  the 
steward  in  wonder,  but  there  was  no  semUmoe 
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of  fear;  he  looked  upon  the  ooetn  as  something 
to  excite  admiration^-iiot  alarm ;  and  Feaghan 
witched  them  both  with  an  intensity  which 
could  only  have  had  its  origin  in  mental  specu- 
ktion.  *^  Are  you  not  afraid  ?^  inquired  he, 
addressing  the  youngest  of  the  boys* 

*^  Noy"*  answered  Hamiltim,  <*  I  am  not  afraid 
—for  Nep  is  playing  in  it  ;^  and  he  pointed  to 
the  idog,  who  was  ranging  the  lee-scuppers  as 
the  seas  toppled  over,  to  catch  at  any  thing  that 
might  be  floating. 

^  Will  you  be  a  sailcnr,  my  boy  ?^  exclaimed 
Feaghan,  as  he  observed  with  pleasure  the  un- 
daunted look  of  the  child 

**  I  should  like  to  be  with  you  and  Neptune, 
•nd  go  and  see  Ellen  sometimes,^  responded 
Hamilton. 

*^  And  what  do  you  say,  youngster,^  ad- 
drpssing  Ned,  ^^  should  you  like  to  be  a  sailor  ?^^ 

^- 1  want  to  go  to  my  mother,  sir,'^  answered 
(he  boy,  dgectedly ;  ^*  but  still  I  should  like  to 
be  with  Hammy.'" 
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•*  Well  be  sailors,  Ned  !^  exclaimed  his  juve* 
iiile  companion,  laughing,  ^'  and  111  be  the  cap- 
tain.'' 

**  I  love  to  see  ambition  even  in  a  child,*" 
}iaid  Feaghan  ;  **  but  take  them  below,  ste>^ard, 
and  see  them  well  secured — we  shall  not  be  so 
iiuiet  presently  if  I  have  any  instinct  in  my 
nature.*'  The  children  disappeared.  "  Peter- 
son, she  will  not  bear  this  mainsel  if  we  are 
compelled  to  haul  our  wind — ^let  the  reefed 
trysel  be  set  in  its  place,  and  get  out  the  stonn 
jib.-* 

The  orders  had  been  scarcely  obeyed,  when 
^'  Breakers  a-head  T  was  shouted  from  forwani, 
and  a  dark  mass  with  the  breakers  dashing  over 
it  was  dimly  seen  rising  out  of  the  gloom  at  no 
great  distance  from  them.  *<  Forty  lad,  port  !** 
hallooed  Feaghan,  *^  trim  sails  !**  and  every  one 
was  instantly  on  the  alert;  but  such  was  the 
vdodty  of  the  cutter  that  she  was  in  the  back- 
set from  the  rock  before  she  cleared  it,  and  a 
few  fathoms  further  their  fate  would  have  been 
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aealcd  fi>r  ever—- as  it  was,  there  was  sufficient 
to  appal  the  stoutest  miud. 

The  cutter  in  coming  to  the  wind  shipped  « 
tfemendous  broken  sea  that  swept  her  decks, 
and  carried  off  every  thing  that  was  not  well 
secured.  Whilst  running  before  it,  the  fury  of 
the  storm  was  but  little  more  than  witnessed ; 
it  was  only  when  opposing  the  fierce  gale  that 
its  strength  was  fully  felt. 

^^  Breakers  on  the  lee-bow  !"*  was  again 
shouted,  and  once  more  the  threatened  danger 
was  barely  avoided  by  wearing  the  cutter  round, 
for  it  would  have  been  madness  to  attempt 
tacking  in  that  heavy  sea.  The  sweet  craft 
bdiaved  with  becoming  alacrity,  and  the  men 
apostrophized  her  as  a  thing  of  life.  Proudly 
she  laboured  to  climb  the  mountain  waves,  and 
then  carefully  descended  into  the  watery  valley, 
as  if  fearful  of  straining  her  timbers. 

^  There  is  no  land  to  be  seen,  Peterson,^ 
aud  the  G^>tain,  and  human  ingenuity  is  at 
£udt  to  recollect  this  spot.    I  know  of  but  one 
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like  it,  but  we  can  hardly  have  made  good  the 
distance.^ 

Onoe  more  the  shout  arose  from  forward,  but 
it  was  more  alarming  and  embarrassing  than 
before.  **  Breakers  on  the  lee-bow  !^  was  fol- 
lowed by  *'  Breakers  on  the  weather-bow  r  and 
immediately  afterwards  ^^  Breakers  right  ar 
head  l^  the  cutter  was  rushing  into  the  very 
midst,  for  a  glance  from  Feaghan  showed  him 
a  long  range  of  raging  foam  right  under  his 
lee.  **  Ready  about  !^  he  uttered  in  a  voice  that 
mingled  wildly  with  the  winds,  and  every  man 
was  at  his  post.  *^  Down  with  the  hebn,  lad  i 
—there's  a  lull— helm's  a  lee  !''  The  beautiful 
vessel  rolled  over  the  advancing  wave  as  she 
flew  up  in  the  wind  ;  but  the  next  deadened 
her  way  before  she  could  be  brought  round; 
there  was  a  fearful  moment  of  breathless  sus- 
pense as  the  people  watched  her  motions,  but 
this  was  luooeeded  by  a  horrible  certainty  :  she 
tended  the  wrong  way,  there  was  not  room  to 
wear,  and  inevitable  destruction    stared  them 
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in  the  face.  A  long  line  of  breaker?,  through 
which  the  dark  and  craggy  reef  occaaooally 
showed  itself,  was  dead  under  their  lee^the 
cutter  oould  not  hope  to  escape— blank  despair 
sat  on  every  countenance,  and  even  Feaghaa  had 
lost  his  usual  self-confidence  and  command — as 
death,  m  dreadful  death,  seemed  to  await  him. 

But  with  the  captain  this  was  only  momen* 
tary.  He  quickly  but  intently  cast  his  eyes 
along  the  reef.  The  cutter  was,  as  before, 
upon  the  larboard  tadc,  gathering  way  a-head  ; 
and  a  few  minutes— only  a  few  minutes — were 
left  to  call  for  mercy,  as  their  fiite  appeared  to 
be  derided.  Up  rose  a  wild  cry — a  shriek — 
but  there  was  a  voice  that  was  heard  above  it 
all,  as  it  shouted — *^  Hould  your  divil^s  skreek- 
ing,  there,  forward  :  every  man  to  his  station. 
Clear  away  the  anchor  !^  It  came  from  the 
bdmsman  ;  and  there  stood  O^Raiferty,  who, 
with  a  desperate  recklessness,  had  forced  the 
tiller  to  windward,  as  if  to  hasten  on  the  melan- 
dioly  catastrophe  that  was  to  precede  their  dis- 
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solution.  Awav  flew  the  cutter^a  head  from  the 
wind,  and  daslied  onwards  to  the  reef.  Feaghan 
caught  the  intentions  of  his  mate,  for  baffled 
memory  had  resumed  its  power,  and  hurrying 
to  the  stem,  he  mounted  on  the  bowsprit,  and 
clung  to  the  stay«  as  if  in  expectation  of  being 
saved  upon  the  mast  when  it  should  fall.  The 
men  looked  on  aghast — they  were  in  the  very 
midst  of  the  white  foam  —  a  tremendous  sea 
had  lifted  them  up,  and  as  the  vessel  rushed 
down  again,  they  expected  she  would  strike;  but 
she  still  continued  floating  through  the  hoary 
froth,  as  the  dashing  spray  flew  past  them,  and 
the  breakers  were  **  curling  their  monstrous 
heads  on  either  side.*" 

**  Starboard  !^  shouted  Feaghan,  and  was  re- 
sponded to  by  the  mate.  "  Steady  !  steady  ! 
so,  meet  Iier  !^*  exclaimed  the  captain ;  and 
"  Steady  !— meet  her  it  is  T  answered  0'Ba£- 
ferty.  The  cutter  seemed  to  be  in  the  midst  of 
bailing  water,  but  the  heavy  roUing  sea  was 
no  longer  fdt.    ''Port,  lad — port  you  mayT 
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utMed  Fea^im,  ml  the  top  of  hb  voiee,  and 
*'  Port  it  is,^  equally  voeiferoaa,  was  the  reply 
of  the  mate.  Then  eame  the  **  Steady,  steady  T 
frat  farward,  and  the  ^<  Steady  it  is  f  fhstoi 
jJbaft  The  element  beneath  them  still  hissed 
r ad  undulated  in  oonvulsive  agitation;  but  it 
vas  smooth  ccmpared  with  what  they  had  just 
eft;  and  in  a  few  minutes,  by  skilful  steering, 
they  had  passed  through  the  danger.  The  land 
rose  upon  their  sight,  and  was  promptly  recog- 
nised ;  and  in  the  course  of  another  half*hour 
the  eutter  was  riding  to  her  anchor  in  a  snug 
cove,  completdy  shot  in  from  the  howling  gale, 
except  when  the  heavy  puffs  came  whirling 
down  the  mountains  that  rose  in  majestic  gran* 
deur  all  around  than. 

^  O^Rafferty,  your  hand,^  said  Captain 
Feaghan ;  **  let  us  be  friends :  we  cannot  afford 
to  be  enemies.** 

*^  And  you  not  to  know  the  Hen  and 
Chkkens  T  said  the  mate,  reproachfully,  as  he 
extended  his  band  ;  «<  but  its  bothered  you  was. 
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and  so  would  meself  have  been  entirely,  had  I 
been  in  your  place.*" 

''  I  foaa  bothered,  O'RafFerty,  and  that's  the 
fact,*"  replied  the  captain  ;  "  the  thick  weather 
and  the  broken  water  deceived  me — or  rather,  I 
feared  to  be  deceived,  and  so  was  averse  to 
throw  a  chance  away.  But  how  comes  it  that 
you  knew  the  spot  in  an  instant  ?** 

^^  Aisy  enough :  ''case  I  dthramed  about  it,*' 
answered  the  mate ;  ^^  and  waked  out  of  my  sleep 
by  the  hullaballoo  as  they  made ;  for  it  was  all 
in  my  dthrame ;  I  bundled  upon  deck,  and 
found  it  thrue.  I  saw  the  channel  directly, 
and  clap{)ed  the  helm  up'' — 

**  At  the  very  moment  I  caught  sight  of  it,'*' 
said  the  captain  ;  *<  and  here  we  are  snug 
enough  from  storms,  and  Dolphins,  and  Spiders, 
and  the  whole  devil's  set  of  them.  And  now 
for  working  the  crop;  we  must  have  it  all 
ashore  in  a  brace  of  shindeys.  We  oouldn^ 
have  hit  it  better  if  we  had  had  a  dear  aky 
and  fine  weather.   Informatioa  must  be  given  to 
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the  l«idU.     I>eoiii»  sees  us  bj  ibis  time,  and  the 

boyeen  is  away  up  the  mountain.     Will  you  go 

•rime*  O^Bafferty,  and  let  the  docther  see  to 
your  hurts  T 

'^  The  docther  ?*'  repeated  the  mate ;  ^<  well, 
then,  its  meself  as  will  go  to  him,  as  soon  as 
the  vessel^s  clear.  But  there  is  something  else, 
Ci^tain  Feaghan,  as  I'd  speak  a  word  about«^ 

^  The  children,  you  mean,^'  returned  Feag^ 
hsn,  carelessly,  though  his  eye  was  fixed  with 
intense  interest  on  the  face  of  his  subordinate ; 
**  they  shall  be  taken  oare  of.^ 

**  IC%  not  exactly  that.  Captain  Feaghan,^ 
responded  O'Raflerty,  with  well-affected  diffi- 
dence^ as  he  inclined  his  look  upon  the  deck. 

^  Oh,  d^ye  mean  the  reward  ?^  said  Feaghan, 
swunuBg  an  indifference.  *^  Leave  the  settling 
of  thai  to  me,  O^Rafferty.  You  know,  Petersrai 
becomes  entitled  to  a  share ;  but  the  question 
18,  what  we^ll  get,  since  the  girl  was  not 
tbmpped.     The  baocah  is  close-fisted;  but  if 
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youll  leave  it  to  me,  HI  squeeze  the  whde  of 
it  out  of  him.^ 

^*  I^d  lave  it  with  all  the  pleasure  in  life, 
Ca)f>tain  Feaghan,  only  why,-— the  hunchback^s 
not  the  feUow  to  pay  for  work  as  hasnH  been 
done,**^  argued  the  mate. 

*'  That^s  precisely  what  I  say,***  urged  the 
captain.  **  WeVe  only  secured  the  boy,  and 
the  baccah  will  want  to  get  oiF  with  half  the 
mooey.     I  know  him  well.** 

*'  And  the  boy  to  the  fore,"*^  uttered  the 
mate,  looking  in  the  face  of  his  chief,  with  a 
peculiar  expression. 

<<  Ay,  and  the  boy  to  the  fore,  O^Rafierty— - 
and  shall  be  to  the  fore  !**  exclaimed  Feaghan, 
warmly.  **  If  we^'re  to  steer  different  courses, 
well  and  good.  Take  yours,  and  111  take 
mine.  If  we^re  to  sail  in  company,  then  Kne 
must  both  keep  upon  the  same  tack.  Make 
your  choice,^ 

^  Nade'*s  must  when  the  divil  dtbrives,^  re^' 
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tunitd  the  malev  in  a  tone  of  Ul^represted  d{»^ 
ntis&ctioii.  ^^  Airah,  captain,  is  it  honour 
hdght,  now  ?"" 

'  Fea§^aD  gave  him  a  fietce  scowl  of  contempt 
at  he  lefdied — ^^  And  who  is  it  that  dare  doubt 
me — ^you?^  He  turned  upon  his  heel,  and 
walked  away. 

r  ^  Bad  luck  to  *^that  same,  an^  he^s  angiy 
now,^  muttered  O'Rafferty;  and  then  in  a 
louder  tone,  he  exclaimed,  ^^arrah,  captain, 
dear,  have  it  your  own  way.**  But  either 
Feaghan  did  not  hear,  or  hearing,  paid  no  at- 
tention to  it. 

The  cpve,  or  basing  in  which  the  cutter  lay 
was  nearly  qv^  in  shape;  about  half  a  mile 
across  the  middki  and  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  length.  It  was  so  completely  shut  in 
fiiam  the  sea^  that  none  but  a  wdl-^practised  eye 
omM-  detect  the  entrance.  The  shore  was  formed 
of  huge  masses  of  craggy  rock,  that  seemed  at 
diffierept  periods  to  have  been  detached  and 
buried  from  the  summit  at  sides  of  the  moun* 
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tains  by  a  convulsion  of  nature,  and  rolling 
down  to  the  base,  had  become  fixed  in  strange, 
uncouth,  and  fantastic  figures.  There  was 
scarcely  any  appearance  of  vegetation,  and  no 
visible  fiace  for  human  habitation  ;  though  the 
light  blue  smoke,  curling  in  misty  wreaths,  con- 
trasted with  the  blackness  of  the  background, 
gave  proof  that,  either  in  huts  or  cavenis,  man 
had  found  a  shelter. 

Before  the  sails  had  well  been  stowed,  a  light 
boat,  resembling  in  shape  a  washing^tub,  or  a 
sauce-tureen  afloat,  shot  out,  or  rather  bowled  out 
from  between  two  rocks ;  and  a  man  paddled  it 
along  over  the  swell,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
enclosed  nature  of  the  cove,  continued  to  run  in 
from  the  sea.  He  came  alongride,  and  a  con- 
versation took  place  in  Irish,  between  him  and 
Teddy.  A  warp  was  carried  out  from  the 
cutter  to  a  part  of  the  shore  where  the  Mim 
rock  proented  a  sort  of  platform,  or  quay. 
The  man  returned,  taking  Teddy  with  hini. 
Tha  booto  were  got  in  readiness,  and  the  ceigo 
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fig  dudiarged  into  them,    and  landed   upon 
t]|t  fdatfomi. 

About  noon  a  gentlemanly-looking  man  made 
hisappearanoe^  and  was  soon  afterwards  followed 
bjr  nearly  a  hundred  wild,  rough  beings,  whose 
jiigco  grated  on  the  ear.  They  were,  however, 
mnarkably  fine-looking  men.  The  first  opera- 
tion was  to  broach  a  cask  of  brandy,  which  the 
gentleman,  who  acted  as  agent  in  the  transaction, 
mred  out  to  them. 

"  You  have  made  a  capital  run.  Captain  Feag- 
kan»^  said  he ;  **  and  when  the  goods  are  housed 
the  profits  cannot  be  a  ha^penny  less  than  twelve 
thousand  pounds — ^you  must  be  making  a  for- 
tune.'" 

*•  But  I've  an  Irish  purse,  Mr.  DriscolU"'  re- 
lumed the  captain,  laughing ;  *<  there^s  three 
holes  in  it.  One  in  the  middle  to  put  the  money 
ioiand  one  in  each  end,  where  it  slips  out  again, 
so  you  see  there^s  two  to  one  against  me.  The 
Spider  and  Dolphin  were  after  me  coming  across, 
wd  DO  doubt  are  somewhere  on  the  coast,  though 
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« 

may  be  its  too  thick  to  lee  'em.     Is  Mister  Cor. 

ndius  well  ?^ 

^^  In  health,  never  better/'  replied  the  agent ; 
^^  but,^  shaking  his  head,  and  laying  his  hand 
upon  his  breas^t,  **  there's  something  wron]^  here.'' 

^*  That's  his  own  aiTair/'  rejoined  the  captain, 
with  seeming  indifference ;  ^'  does  he  know  of  my 
arriyal  ?" 

<^  I  sent  immediately  to  inform  him,"  replied 
Mr.  Jerry  DriscoU,  ^^  and  [no  doubt  he  will 
either  come,  or  you  will  hear  from  him.  I  had 
my  directions  beforehand,  as  he  thought  you 
would  not  be  long,  though  he  did  not  expect 
you  quite  so  soon." 

The  business  of  landing  the  cargo  was  carried 
on  rapidly,  for  every  man  assisted  as  if  for  life  or 
death :  nor  was  Neptune  idle,  tor  with  a  dcr 
lighted  activity  he  lifted  a  bale  or  a  tub  at  a  tim^ 
and  with  the  utmost  care  deposited  it  with  4if 
rest  in  a  large  cavern  of  peculiar  construdjiQii. 
A  low  archway,  under  which  the  aea  flowed*  ^ 
as  to  entir^y  oonpeal  the  entrance  at  •  half-tid^ 
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dpened  into  a  apadouv  Tttulted  apartnieDt,  the 
floor  bemg  at  all  times  under  water  with  sufll- 
dent  depth,  eftn  at  the  lowest  ebb,  for  a  small 
boal.  At  the  far  end  was  a  fissure  between  the 
nAUf  and  either  nature  had  wrought,  or  art 
had  constructed  to  imitate  the  vagaries  of  nature, 
i^reral  steep  and  rugged  steps,  which,  being  as- 
cended, a  hde  about  three  feet  and  a  half  in 
iieigfat,  and  two  feet  in  width  presented  itself ; 
but  the  sur&oe  was  on  an  inclined  plane  sloping 
inwards,  so  as  to  be  entirely  concealed  from  per- 
ions  below.  This  hole  descended  obliquely  into 
another  large  room  high  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  here  it  was  that  the  cargo  was  deposited, 
tmrj  tub  and  bale  having  to  be  raised  to  the 
aperture  in  the  outer  cavern,  and  the  cutter  having 
hen  haukd  in  nearer  to  the  platform  to  facilitate 
the  operation,  which  was  superintended  by 
OVallerty  in  person. 

Towards  evening  a  communication  was  made 
to  Captain  Feaghan  by  a  messenger  who  had 
cfaDsscJ  the  mountain,  iqjpointing  him  to  be  at 
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a  certain  place  as  soon  as  the  sun  had  gone 
down,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  his  employer. 

The  light  of  the  day  luul  not  departed  when 
the  cutter  was  pronounced  cleared,  and  pre- 
l)arations  were  instantly  made  for  going  to  sea, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  no  means  were  neg- 
lected to  ensure  a  well-organized  defence,  should 
there  be  any  occcasion  for  it,  and  men  were 
stationed  in  the  different  passes  of  the  mountain, 
to  give  immediate  notice  of.  any  approaching 
danger. 

O^Rafferty  was  still  on  shore,  when  Captain 
Feaghan,  after  confiding  the  children  to  the 
especial  care  of  the  second  mate,  and  leaving 
orders  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
cutter,  in  case  of  surprise  during  his  absence, 
landed  on  the  platform,  and  with  his  faithful 
animal  proceeded  up  the  mountain.  The  gale 
had  done  homage  to  the  setting  sun,  and  subdd- 
ed  into  a  gentle  braeie ;  the  sky  was  no  longer 
obscured  by  the  thick  haze — for  the  hoe  of  the 
heavens  was  beautifully  dear,  and  its  myiiada 
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dC  ^ories  shone  forth  in  their  fiiUest  lustre. 
Thete  was,  however,  a  chilliness  of  atmosphere 
as  the  captain  continued  to  ascend;  and  he 
diew  his  rough  overall  tighter  about  him. 

Half  an  hour*s  quick  walk  brought  him  to  a 
noall  hat,  construcfed  in  the  rudest  manner ;  it 
stiood  in  a  sequestered  nook  on  an  exalted  emi- 

a  most  extensive  view  to 
ttaward  and  along  the  coast.     The  roof  was 
made  of  rough  rafters  from  the  branches  of 
trees  that  had  never  been  barked,  and  these 
wcae  laid  across  a  chasm  betweai  two  rocks— 
the  space  below  forming  the  apartment — the  back 
and  sides  being  the  rough  stone  of  the  mountain. 
Lightly  treading,  so  as  to  make  no  noise, 
Feaghanapinoached  the  door,  and  listened ;  but 
•11  was  as  silent  as  the  grave.     He  was  then 
cautiously  receding;    but  a   low  growl  from 
Neptune  arrested  his  steps,  and,  throwing  back 
bis  overall,  he  grasped  the  butt  of  a  pistol,  and 
the  dick  of  the  lock  echoed  amongst  the  cavities 
of  the  rock. 

M  2 
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<<  Open  hands,  and  not  concealed  arms,  should 
be  the  greeting  for  friends.  Captain  Feaghan,"^ 
uttered  a  voice  plaintively  harmonious  and 
musical. 

^*  There^s  scarcely  any  telling  friends  from 
foes  by  this  light,^  returned  the  captain,  **  espe- 
cially when  theyVe  not  to  be  seen*  The  voice, 
however,  is  enough  for  me  this  time,  and  there^s 
one  whose  ear  is  more  ddicate  than  mine  rests 
satisfied.^ 

^^  Fidelity  in  all  things  is  excellent,*"  con^ 
tinned  the  voice  in  the  same  pleasing  tone;  ^'  I 
wiU  be  with  you  directly.^ 

In  a  lew  minutes,  a  strange  uncouth  figure 
stood  before  Feaghan,  wrapped  up  in  a  doak 
that  concealed  his  parson  except  the  upper 
parts.  In  height,  he  was  not  more  than  four 
feet  six,  but  bulky,  with  a  very  large  head  soidc 
in  between  his  shoulders,  as  if  destitute  of  neck ; 
a  doudied,  broad-^Mimmed  hat  waa  pullod 
down  over  his  features.  **  Vm  pleased  to  aee 
you,  Captain  Feaghan*^  said  the  dwarf,  whoie 
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wdl-attaned  aoeents  pioved  him  to  be  the  indi- 
irikhial  that  hml  addraned  the  oommander  of  the 
cutter—^*  very  pleased  to  see  jqvl  Your  vojage 
has  been  quick  and  successful— -the  cargo  safe-*- 
the  yeesel  ready  for  sea  again— di  r* 

*^Precisdy  as  you  say,  Mister  Cornelius,^' 
Rsponded  the  captain ;  ^  and  Drisooll  tells  me 
the  profits— ?* 

M  Never  mind  Jeremiah  and  the  prophets,^ 
jnid  the  dwarf,  who  had  been  styled  Mr.  Cor- 
neiiusy  as  he  laughed  at  his  own  joke ;  ^  I  shall 
not  ibrget  your  aealous  services.  Captain  Fea- 
gfaan.  But  the  night  air  is  cold-^Michael  is  on 
die  watch— Jet  us  in  to  the  cottage,  and  stir  up 
die  embers  of  die  fire.** 

They  pudied  open  the  door,  and  entered  this 
cheeriess  abode ;  die  ashes  of  a  turf  and  wood 
frs  gkmed  as  the  sudden  draft  passed  over  them, 
aid,  some  remnants  being  collected,  diere  was 
sooB  a  eheerfttl  blaie.  The  dwarf  threw  off  Ids 
'  doak ;  and  then^  though  degandy  dressed,  his 
fidl  deformity  became  apparent.    He  was  hump- 
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backed^-his  throat  swelled  out  before,  as  if  his 
neck  was  unable  to  sustain  the  weight  of  his 
enormous  head,  and  the  latter  rested  entirely  on 
the  shoulders— his  legs  were  short  and  thick — 
his  arms  long  and  stout ;  and  his  whole  frame, 
though  unnatural  to  look  upon,  manifested 
possession  of  great  physical  strength.  His  fear 
tures  were  far  from  ugly ;  he  had  a  fine  high 
open  forehead,  over  which  his  jet-black  hair 
hung  in  bushy  clusters ;  and  his  eyes  were  rest- 
less and  piercing,  as  they  seemed  to  flash  with 
the  blaze  from  the  revived  flame. 

^^  And  what  news  may  you  have,  Captain 
Feaghan  ?^  inquired  the  dwarf,  as  he  held  his 
delicately  white  but  large  hands  over  the  bias- 
ing turf,  that  shed  its  light  around  this  wretched 
habitation.  Au  old  chest  stood  in  one  comer; 
in  another  was  a  sort  of  wooden  frame,  on  whidi 
was  spread  a  quantity  of  straw  covered  over  with 
two  or  three  Uankets.  The  trunk  of  a  tree^ 
sawed  into  three  several  compartments,  served 
for  seats;  and  there  was  a  scanty  supply  of 
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eolinuy  utensilH  There  was  no  fire-i^ace*- 
the  fire  beiitg  made  upon  the  rocky  floor  in  such 
parts  as  fiuicy  or  circumstanoesdeGreedy  and  was 
kept  together  by  pieces  of  misshapen  stone 
amuiged  round  three  sides  of  it—the  smoke 
earaping  where  best  it  could.  ^^  And  what  news 
may  you  havct  Captain  Feaghan?^  said  the  dwarf. 

^  Tbere^s  but  little  stirring  in  the  world,  Mis- 
ter Comdiusy  but  what  comes  to  your  know- 
kdge,^  answered  the  captain :  <<  the  revenue 
diased  us  in;  and  your  friend,  Mr.  Anderson, 
was  dose  at  our  heels.^ 

^  He  is  off  Micen  Head,^  returned  the  dwarf ; 
^  and  what  was  the  revenue  craft  you  fell  in 
with?'' 

^  The  Dolphin ;  but  he^s  not  much  used  to  this 

^  

coast/*  lefdie^  Feaghan—* ^^  though,  I  believe, 
-  he  has  some  of  the  bay  boys  on  board  of  him."*^ 
^  I  have  not  heard  of  his  being  seen,^  o\> 
lerved  the  dwarf;  ^  and  as  the  goods  are  safe, 
tad  you  will  sail  in  the  mcHning,  there  is  nothing 
to  be  apprehended.    But^'— -and  he  turned  a 
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searching  look  upon  the  captain^s  countenance — 
"  have  you  executed  that  little  commission  for 
me  which  I  entrusted  you  with  ?^ 

"  Partly  it  has  been  done,^  returned  Fea- 
ghan  with  well-assumed  confidence;  ^^  it  is  not 
in  human  power  to  command  perfect  success.^ 

'^  Partly  !^  repeated  the  dwarf,  in  a  tone  as 
discordant  as  his  voice  had  hitherto  been  musical 
— ^  partly  P  he  again  uttered,  as  a  B&cce  scowl 
passed  over  his  features.  *^  Have  you  seized 
them  ?— disposed  of  them  ?-M>r  what  ?^ 

^^  I  say  once  more,  Mr.  Cornelius,  your  wishes 
can  be  but  partly  gratified,**  uttered  the  captain, 
firmly,  and  disregarding  the  menacing  manners 
of  his  companion ;  **  we  have  got  one  of  the 
children — the  other  escaped.^ 

'*  Which  of  them  ?**  eagerly  demanded  the 
dwarf,  as  he  caught  Feaghan  by  the  arm** 

which  was  it  that  escaped  F" 

The  girl — she  ran  away,  and  gave  the 
alarm  as  the  man  was  about  to  seue  her,^ 
answered  the  captain. 
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"^  And  tbe  b(9w*tlie  boy,  Feaghaa  I  Tell 
wecftKeboy.  bbeaafe?  ■octire,eh?^ — and 
a  gkam  of  demoniac  pleasure,  heightened  by 
tbft  hue>af  Ibe^  fiie,  abone  upon  hb  ftu^o* 
:  <' Ye%  Mr.GomeUus,  be  ia  safe  anough^^ 
auwered  the  captain,,  proudlys  as  be  dissigaged 
himedf  froaa  the  grasp  of  the  dwarf. 

^My  exedknt  friend,  Feag^ian — my  noble 
ftUow,^  responded  the  other;  ^^then  as  far  as 
be  is  ooooemed  my  heart  is  at  rest ;  I  have 
nothing  more  to  fear;*"  and  he  laughed  widi 
wild  delight. 

^'I  have  merely  to  claim  the  promised  re- 
ward/* said  the  captain ;  *^  which,  of  course,  is 
fgsdy  for  me.^ 

^^  Hdd,  hold,  not  so  fast,  Feaghan,^  urg^ 
4be  dwarf;  *^you  have  not  fulfilled  the  whole 
of  the  conditions;  there  is  the  girl ;  dispose  of 
her,  and  the  reward  is  yours.^ 

^^I  have  already  done  my  best,  Mr.  Corner 
iiu^**  argued  the  ciqptain ;  <^  there  were  others 
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engaged  in  it  beside  myself,  and  I  stand  pledged 
to  them  for  payment  of  the  whole."^ 

"  But  you  are  not  entitled  to  the  whole,*^ 
urged  his  companion,  angrily;  *^only  half 
your  commission  has  been  executed ;  and  re- 
member, even  that  I  can  withhold.^ 

*' I  know  it,''  returned  Feaghan  ;  "but  the 
liest  half  lias  been  done;  it  was  the  boy  vou 
feared  the  most.*" 

"And  he,'*'  uttered  the  dwarf,  as  he  wildly 
laughed ;  "  he !  the  boy,  you  know,  now  is 
securely  at  rest — ^ 

"  On  board  the  cutter,  Mr.  Cornelius,*'  re- 
sponded Feaghan,  firmly,  and  his  hand  instinc- 
tively approached  the  butt  of  his  pistol ;  "  nor 
shall  he  quit  her  till  the  whole  is  paid.*' 

"  Mille  dhioul,"  shrieked  the  dwarf;  "you 
have  done  nothing;  the  boy  lives  when  I 
thought  him  dead.  This  is  treachery,  and  you 
are ^ 

"  Avast !  Mr.  Comdius,  no  hard  names,  if 
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you  {dease,**  excbdmed  the  captain ;  <<  we  are  on 
a  level  here.** 

"  I  will  be  revenged  for  this,'*  uttered  the 
othor,  in  a  deep  sepulchral  tone;  ^^Feaghan, 
you  shall  repent  it ;  I  will  take  the  cutter  from 
you.'' 

*'But  you  cannot  take  the  men — they  are 
mine,  soul  and  body,  stock  and  fluke,*"  uttered 
the  captain,  in  derision;  ^^and  as  for  repentance, 
let  the  whde  weight  of  your  displeasure  fall 

upon  my  head,  I'll  bear  it,  though "^  he  was 

recklessly  going  to  add,  ^*  though  it  is  not 
quite  so  big  as  yours,'*  but  he  stopped  short, 
for  he  felt  he  had  a  point  to  gain. 

The  dwarf  remained  silent  a  minute  or  two, 
as  if  labouring  under  a  severe  mental  struggle ; 
at  length  he  uttered,  in  his  usual  harmonious 
tones,  ^  I  am  overhasty,  Feagfaan ;  I  jump  to 
conclusions  t(x>  soon ;  it  is  the  sanguine  nature 
of  my  temperament.  You  will  land  the  boy, 
Feaghan,  and  then  we  can  come  to  some 
arrangement." 
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**  Divd  a  foot  will  he  land,  Mr.  Cornelius^** 
replied  the  determined  captain,  ^^till  the  money's 
paid.     IVe  said  the  word,  and  I'll  stick  to  it." 

^^  But  this  IS  not  acting  honestly,"  argued 
the  other,  with  apparent  mUdness ;  *^  the  reward 
was  to  be  given  for  certain  services  performed, 
which  services  have  not  been  fulfilled.** 

'<  As  you  please,  sir,''  returned  the  resolute 
seaman;  <^  keep  your  money,  and  I'll  keep  the 
boy ;  if  he's  not  worth  five  hundred,  he's  worth 
nothing.*' 

'^  I  am  overreached,"  murmured  the  dwarf, 
fiercely ;  ^^  Feaghan,  do  you  know  your  situa- 
tion ?  do  you  fbi^  that  you  are  an  outlaw,  and 
within  my  power  ?" 

^<  Exercise  it  if  you  dare !"  boldly  exdairoed 
the  captain,  crossing  his  arms  and  raising  him- 
self proudly  erect;  **  Do  you  think  I  am  igno* 
rant  of  the  ground  I  stand  upon.'  No,  Mr. 
Cornelius,'*  and  he  elevated  his  voice ;  ^  I  am 
Smasher,  the  smuggler-chief,  for  whose  appre^ 
henrion  two  hundred  pounds  is  oflRered,"  he 
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hugbed  recklessly;  <^I  have  read  the  bills  my* 
idf,  and  you  ar^-»" 

**  Your  friaddy  Fea^iaa,  your  friend,*'  inter- 
nipted  the  dwarf,  in  a  subdued  tone;  ^'yes,  I 
repeat  it,  I  am  your  fnaid,  if  you  do  not  stand 
in  your  own  tigbt." 

^<  A  friend  is  always  a  friend,  let  what  will 
ooemr,  Mr.  Cornelius,*'  answered  the  captain, 
proudly ;  <*  I  hate  pretenders*  Onoe  more  I  say 
die  boy  shall  not  land  till  the  five  hundred 
pounds  is  paid  in  hard  cash;  no  bills — no  after- 
daps;  and  even  then  I  must  be  informed  as  to 
what  his  future  destination  is  meant  to  be.^ 

**  Why,  what  can  his  future  destination  matter 
to  you  i^*  said  the  other,  scornfully. 

^  My  nature  is  very  rugged,  Mr.  Cornelius," 
answarad  the  seaman ;  <^  and  it  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  leelings  of  afiSection  and  humanity 
will  stick  to  its  ruggedness,  even  in  spite  of 
myself." 

^Your  shrieked  the  dwarf;  '<you!  the 
.  deqperate  outlaw,  the  hardened  smuggle,  with 
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blood  upon  your  conscience ;  you  have  feelings 
of  tenderness !  Ha,  ha,  haT*  and  his  laugh  rung 
wildly  through  the  clefts. 

^^And  why  not,  Mr. Cornelius?^  said  Feaghan, 
as  calmly  and  collectedly  he  prepared  for  some 
sudden  outbreak  of  passion ;  '<  you,  yourself, 
trust  to  my  generous  forbearance,  or  else  why 
arc  you  here  to  taunt  me  ?** 

'^  Because  I  can  set  you  at  defiance ;  because 
I  have  you  under  control ;  your  property,  aye, 
your  very  life  is  in  my  hands,"  responded  the 
dwarf. 

*<  Tut  man,  I  fear  you  not,  and  I  am  too 
proud  to  retort  in  wordy  warfare,  else  I  might 
soon  turn  the  tables  on  you,"  said  the  un- 
daunted seaman. 

A  growl  from  Neptune,  who  had  crouched  at 
the  entrance,  watching  what  was  pawing  within, 
gave  notice  of  some  one^s  approach.  <^6ood 
Nep,"  said  the  captain,  ''see  to  'em,  boy— the 
faithful  creature  warns  both  friend  and  fee.** 
The  animal  raised  himself  firom  his  recumbent 
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poation,  looked  out  into  the  night,  sniffed  the 
breeze^  gave  m  low  whine,  and  wagged  his  bushy 
tail,  as  a  man,  apparently  between  fifty  and  sixty 
yean  of  age,  hastily  entered  the  hut. 

'*  They're  upon  us,  Mr.  Cornelius,  jewel. 
— -Arrah,  captain  dear,  but  its  close  to  us  they 
are,"  uttered  he;  ^  make  haste  to  your  cutther, 
captain,  and  be  off  out  o*that  wid  yer.  Och 
hone,  that  Mike  Hagan  should  live  to  see  the 
day  when  his  arem  must  hang  down  by  the  side 
of  him,"  and  his  shtick  be  propped  again  the 
wall. 

"Who  and  what  are  they,  Mike?"  mquired 
Feaghan,  with  perfect  coolness  and  self-com- 
mand. 

"  They're  furreners,  captain  dear,  and  its 
myself  is  bothered  intirely/*  answered  the  man. 

**Did  you  catch  any  of  their  conversation," 
asked  Feaghan ;  "  be  alive,  Nep,  look  out  good 
lad."  The  dog  slowly  raised  himself  and  walked 
to  the  outside.  "  Could  you  hear  them  talk  P" 

••  They're  Englishers  by  their  brogue," 
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plied  the  man;  ^^and  they  spoke  something 
about  a  long  chace  for  the  Blue  fiob."" 

'<By  the  divel's  bells  but  its  some  of  the 
Dolphins  it  ull  be,"  exclaimed  Feagfaan;  *^  were 
there  any  countrymen  amongst  them  ?" 

<^  Indeed  an'  there  was,"  answered  Mike ; 
*^  and  thrue  for  you  they  said  something  about 
Uoll  Finn,  bad  luck  to  her,  if  it's  throuble 
she's  bringing,  and  these  owld  arems  like 
withered  twigs — och  hone." 

*<  Well,  Mr.  Cornelius,  then  here  we  part,^  said 
Feaghan ;  *^  if  it^s  the  revenue  men,  I  know  my 
duty  to  my  people,^  The  dog  gave  a  low  moan. 
*<  Nep  hears  them,  and  I  must  be  off  down  the 


mountain.^ 


«c 


Arrah,  Captain  dear, — quick  your  sowl  to 
glory  r  said  Mike,  running  to  the  comer,  where 
the  chest  was  standing,— *<  rouse  it  out  o""  this,* 
and  he  slowly  moved  the  ponderous  ark;  *<dorwn, 

I 

down,^  uttered  he^  as  a  cavity  appeared  beneath 
where  it  stood,  ^*down  wid  yer,  and  youll  b^ 
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Tfae.offer  wMlemptng^  but  Feng^iao  feiuwi 
the  treachery  of  the  dwtrf ;  bettde%  be^^  '^ 
one  to  ki  him  thiak  that  be  relied  upoo  any 
thiag  but  faia  own  exertifliia  for  safely.  ^No, 
Mike,^  said  be^  <*  I  will  not  hide^  and  leave  my 
boUladsinperiL^  Neptune  growled  louder.  ^^I 
bear  you^  Nep ;«— fiuvwell,  fior  this  voyage,  Mr. 
Gmdius ;  my  next  trip  is  for  Bordeaux,^  He 
(patted  the  hut,  but  <m  perceiving  several  men 
dose  to  the  only  passage  to  the  flat,  he  hastily 
vstnmed  again;  the  chest  had  been  replaced; 
die.  dwarf  had  disafqpeaied,  and  Mike  was  ex- 
tinguifthing  the  fire,  so  that  in  a  few  seconds 
all  was  darkness. 

<*  Down,  Nep,  good  fellow,  down,^  whiqiered 
Feagfaan,  aa  the  animal  utt^ned  a  deep  growl, 
^  bold  your  noise,  lad  ;*— whist,  whist  !^  The 
creature  obeyed,  and  Ibllowing  his  master  to  the 
qsner  near  the  door,  he  croudied  at  his  feet. 

^1  am  sure  I  heard  voices,*^  said  cne  of  the 
party  outside ;  ^'  I  say,  Jem,  what  an  infer- 
nal  place  this  here  is  to  come  bush-fighting  in. 
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and  as  for  the  Paddies — halloo  !  whaf  s  that  ? — 
Who^s  flinging  stones  at  me  ?" 

'^  Silence,  there  among  you  !^  commanded  an- 
other, in  an  authoritative  tone ;  ^*  Hold  your 
noise,  or  you^ll  be  drawing  something  upon  your 
heads  rather  heavier  than  stones ; — whereas  Mac- 
shane  ?'"* 

"  It  is  here  I  am,  Sir,"  replied  the  person 
named,  in  a  fine  Munster  brogue,  as  he  hurried 
up  to  his  officer. 

*'  Well,  now,  Macshane,  you  pretend  to  know 
whereabouts  we  are;  pray  what  have  you  brought 
us  here  for  P"  inquired  the  leader. 

**  Case  it^s' just  this  way  they^  be  bringing 
the  goods,  if  the  smuggler's  down  in  the  cove,"" 
responded  the  other. 

<<  Are  you  sure  you  are  not  mistaken  in  the 
track  ?''  inquired  the  officer. 

'*  Oh  divel  the  hap'oith  o*  mistake  about  it,^ 
answered  the  man, — ^  an'  beret's  Mike  Hagan's 
hurricane-house  to  the  fbre.^ 

'*A  hurricane-house,  indeed,^  returned  the 
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o&cery  Burvejriiig  the  but ;  *^  it  is  a  Tery  appro- 
priate designation,  and  the  place  looks  like  some 
inleinal  hole^  in  which  the  witches  brew  the 
heayy  squalls  that  come  down  off  the  moun- 
tains.^ 

**  Brew  whiskey,  Fm  thinking,  Sir,^  said  aiK 
other  of  the  party ;  <<  only  it^s  so  quiet,  I  should 
swear  there  was  a  still  dose  to  us.^ 

*<  Faith,  an\  it^s  stiU  and  quiet  they  are,  any 
how,^  said  Macahane ;  ^<  owld  Mike  may-be 
down  at  the  cove,  or  out  on  the  watch."*^ 

^  Owld  Mike  is  here,  fiorenent  yer,  Larry 
Macshane,^  exclaimedHagan,  coming  forth  from 
the  hut,  ^'  an*  what  ^ud  the  gentleman  be  want* 
ing  with  me,  Larry  ?^ 

»'  Whereas  the  Blue  Bob,  ye  owld  sinner  ?'' 
uttered  Macsbane ;  <<  isn^t  it  down  in  the  cove 
she  is  now,  Mike  ?** 

^  Myself  does  'nt  know,^  answered  Hagan ; 
^r?e  been  away  over  the  hills  till  dark,  and  was 
just  kindling  my  bit  fire  when  you  came.*" 

**  A  fire !— let^s  in,  my  bc^s;  perhaps  we  shall 
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find  something  to  warm  our  insides,  as  well  as 
the  out,^  uttered  the  first  man  who  had  spoken ; 
<*  whereas  Jennings  with  the  dark  lantern  ?^ 

The  lantern  was  brought,  and  Mike  preceding 
the  party,  exclaimed,  in  a  suppressed  tone,-— 
<<  Whisht,  lads,  whisht  I  there's  a  stranger,  as  I 
picked  up  in  the  mountain,  lost  his  way  in  the 
dark,  an*  he^s  now  slaping  on  my  bit  bed ;— » 
whisht,  and  don'^t  wake  him,  lads.^ 

Feaghan's  first  intention  was,  to  let  some  of  the 
men  enter,  while  he  was  concealed  behind  the 
door,  and  then  to  rush  out  and  force  a  passage 
among  the  remainder ;  but  Mike^s  hint  was  not 
lost  upon  him^  and  noisdiessly  he  hurried  across 
the  rocky  floor  to  the  pallet  of  the  old  man, 
whone,  wrapping  his  overall  about  him,  and  co» 
▼ering  himself  with  the  blankets,  he  laid  as  if  in 
a  prctfound  slumber,  whilst  Neptune  sat  watch- 
fully by  his  side. 

**  A  stranger,***  said  the  officer  inquiringly,— 
"what  stranger  would  be  wandering  among 
these  mountains  after  night^&ll  ?— we  must  see 
the  gentleman.^ 
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^  Were  you  ever  here  afore,  mrP*  asked  Mik«^ 
as  be  stopped  short  at  the  thrediold,  to  give 
Feaghan  tiiiie* 

^  Never,  mj  man,*  reCumed  the  officer ;  **  I 
never  had  my  foot  on  the  Irish  shore8  before  to-> 
day.'* 

^  Then  there's  more  nor  one  sthranger  in  the 
mountain  this  blessed  night.  Sir,  any-how,*  an- 
swered Mike,  as  he  entered,  and  was  followed  by 
the  party  with  their  light. 

The  officer  cautiously  peered  around  him,  as 
he  sent  the  rays  from  the  lantern  into  every  cor- 
ner. Neptune  laid  perfectly  still,  but  there  was 
a  fteroeness  in  his  eyes,  as  he  frequently  displayed 
his  terrible  set  of  teeth  when  any  one  approached 
him.  **  Call  away  the  dog,  fdlow,"^  said  the  offi* 
cer,  addressing  Mike. 

^  An'  amall  use  there^d  be  in  that,  Sir,'*  an- 
swered Hagan ; — <*  the  crater  belongs  to  the 
stfanoiger,  and  a  faithful  baste  it  is,  an'  quiet 
eiMmgh,-*<mly  barring  his  teeth.'* 

<'  HoUeo!'*  shouted  the  officer,  ^  Yo  hoy  time, 
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my  friend  l"^  and  Feaghan,  as  if  aroused  from  his 
sleep,  raised  himself  from  the  bed,  and  rubbing 
his  eyes,  stared  with  surprise  around  him.  <^Pray 
who  are  you,  and  what  are  you  doing  here  P""  in- 
quired the  officer,  in  a  haughty  manner,  whilst 
Mike  was  drawing  the  attention  of  Macshane  to 
a  stone  jug,  containing  potcheen. 

^^  An  you'^U  not  bethray  owld  friends,  Mao- 
shane^*"  whispered  Hagan ;  ^^  have  you  forgotten 
the  day  we  laid  Dermot  Delany  under  the  sod  ? 
have  you  no  remimbrance  of  him  who  saved  the 
life  of  you  there,  ayont  P*^ 

<<  Whisht,  Mike,  whisht  !^  returned  the  man, 
in  the  same  low  tone,  as  he  eaga*ly  grasped  the 
jug,  *^  they've  forced  me  on  it ;  but  I  scorn  to 
bethray  him  as  owns  the  dog." 

'*  I  am  waiting  for  an  answer  to  my  question/^ 
exdaimed  the  officer  haughtily ;  ^^  is  it  your 
pleasiire  to  give  it,  (nt  not  ? — ^Who  and  what  are 
you?" 

<<  I  see  by  your  uniform  that  you  have  a  right 
to  make  the  inquiry,  and,  tbefeibre,  reply,-— a 
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stittiger  in  theie  parts;  I  ascended  the  mountains, 
to  view  nature  in  some  of  its  wildest  forms.  The 
mist  came  on,  and  I  lost  my  way,  where  I  was 
obliged  to  pass  the  night ;  cold  and  hungry,  and 
stiff  with  fatigue,  I  should  have  been  compelled 
this  night  also  to  remain  unsheltered,  and  per- 
haps  have  perished,  but  that  yon  worthy  fellow, 
who  proves  that  humanity  may  be  found  in  rough 
exteriors,  fell  in  with,  and  brought  me  hither. 
Nofw,  sir,  I  have  answered,  are  you  satisfied  r* 
uttered  the  captain. 

<*And  was  the  dog,  that  sagacious  animal, 
lost  too  ?**  inquired  the  officer.  <<  It  is  seldom 
the  Newfoundland  breed  are  so  dull  of  compre- 
hension.^ 

'•  The  creature  would  not  leave  my  side,"  re- 
tyopded  Feaghan ;  *<  he  seemed  to  be  aware  of 
dangers  that  wero  concealed  from  me,  and  know- 
ing  that  be  had  never  been  here  before,  I  feared 
to  trust  him  as  my  guidc.^ 

^  Bring  here  that  tub  that  you  picked  up  out- 
•ide,^  said  the  offieer,  and  a  small  empty  cask 
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rimilar  to  those  with  which  the  cutter  had  been 
stowed,  was  brought  forward ;  the  officer  held 
it  by  the  slings.  **  Heigh,  boy  1^  exclaimed  he, 
holding  it  in  a  position  for  the  animal  to  take ; 
poor  Neptune  forgot  his  propriety  ;  he  saw  only 
the  tub  that  was  offered  to  him  for  conveyance, 
and  bounding  forward,  be  caught  the  slings  in 
his  jaws,  and  wagging  his  tail,  turned  trium- 
phantly to  his  master.  *^  I  thought  so,^  ex- 
claimed the  officer,  ^<  we  are  accustomed  to  these 
things  at  Dover  and  Deal.*"  But  Nep.  saw  no 
approving  look  upon  the  captain^s  face  : — ^the 
motion  of  his  tail  ceased : — he  dropped  the  tub» 
•^returned  to  the  bed*  side,  where  he  doggedly 
remained,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  entice  him 
away. 

<*  The  dog  tells  us  a  tale  at  all  events,  sur,** 
said  one  of  the  party ;  '<  its  plain  he^s  up  to  the 
thing,  and  I  wish  I  had  the  value  of  all  that  he 
has  ever  carried.^ 

^  The  conduct  of  the  creature  is  natural  loall 
such  animals,*  responded  Feagban  ;  '*but  I  am 
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WMry,  gentlemen,  is  it  your  pleagure  to  let  me 

^  Macdiaiie,"  called  the  officer,  and  the  man 
came  to  hit  side.  *<  You  haye  found  one  old 
Wpuuntanoe^it  seems, — pray  do  you  know  any- 
thiBg  of  this  dog,  or  of  his  master  ?^ 

^  Sonow  the  Ut  I  know,^  returned  Mao- 
Jbmtf  as  he  gave  a  glance  at  both  ;  ^^  barring 
its  Mr.  Dooley  the  natural—^ 

^  You  aie  right,  my  friend,^  said  Feaghan, 
ciUching  at  the  man^s  meaning ;  ^^  I  am  Mr. 
Dooley,  the  naturalist,  as  people  are  pleased  to 
term  me,  and  it  was  in  search  of  lichen  and 
mosBce  that  I  lost  my  way  in  the  mountain.*' 

^  You  can  have  no  objection  then  to  return 
with  me  to  a  place  of  greater  safety,  sir,^  re- 
turned the  officer ;  ^*  I  respect  the  man  of  sci- 
OMe,  and  shall  be  proud  to  give  you  an  escort."" 

^  Which  I  will  most  cheerfully  accept,"" 
ottered  Feaghan,  ridng  from  the  bed  with  his 
owall  doeely  folded  round  him  ;  *<  I  am,  it  is 
true,  extremely  weary,  but  the  prospect  of  better 
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ac(t)niinodation  will  atone  for  present  labour.     I 
am  ready,  sir.'" 

^'  You  will  have  a  basket  or  box  for  your  spe- 
cimens, Mr.  Dooley,^  said  the  officer  inquir- 
ingly ;  ^<  I  am  partial  to  the  study  of  botany, 
myself,  and  when  we  get  to  our  moorings  shall 
be  happy  to  inspect  the  fruit  of  your  toil.^ 

<'  I  fear  you  will  be  disappointed  then,^  said 
Feaghan,  '^  for  unfortunately  my  basket  and 
mv  box  were  blown  down  a  hideous  chasm 
yesterday.  I  had  placed  them  on  the  ground 
for  a  few  minutes,  when  the  gale  in  its  wild  fuiy 
whirled  both  away,  and  with  them  went  the 
little  food  I  had  provided.*" 

^*  Well  then,  we  will  make  up  the  loss  by  con* 
versation,**  said  the  oflSoer,  preparing  to  depart ; 
<*and,  as  it  would  be  a  folly  to  descend  to  the 
cove  with  no  certain  knowledge  of  the  smuggler 
being  there,  we  will  return  over  the  mountain 
and  wait  for  daylight/* 

<<  Farewell,  my  worthy  friend,"  said  Feaghan, 
addressing  Mike,  and  dipping  some  money  into 
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his  hand,  so  that  the  Tetenue  pcity  might  see 
him  ;  '<  you  know  the  spot  where  my  provisions 
and  specimens  are  to  be  found  ;  bring  them  to 
flse  at  Bantfy,  and  I  will  reward  you.  I  shall 
stay  at  Bantry  a  fisw  day&" 

^  The  Sainta'  blessings  on  yoor  honour,"  re- 
turned Hagaa ;  <<  its  few  that  spakes  a  word 
of  comfort  to  owM  Hike's  heart  now,  for  them 
are  gone  as  onest  owned  me  and  cherished  me — 
oeh  bone  !** 

<<Well,  weO,  my  honest  fellow,''  said  the 
officer ;  **  you  have  done  a  Christian-like  act, 
Old  gratitude  is  due  to  you.  The  cutter,  you 
say,  is  not  in  the  cove,  but  she  must  be  in  some 
of  die  nodes  aloi^  this  coast,  and  as  your  nest 
here  commands  a  long  view,  I  think  you  cannot 
hdp  seeing  her." 

^  Barriflg  its  thick  weather,"  observed  Mike, 
with  weU^asnimed  simplicity  of  manner. 

^^  Of  course,  I  do  not  expect  you  to  keep  fog- 
ipectaelesy'*  sud  the  officer  smiling : «"  but  Mike 
"-*!  think  your  aame^s  Milce.'* 
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'^  Mike  Hagan,  at  your  honour's  service/*  re- 
turned the  old  man,  bowing  with  obsequious 
deference. 

^^  Well  then,  Mike  Hagan,  if  you  will  keep 
u  g<xxl  look-out  during  the  night,  and  ascertain 
what  i:i  going  on,  so  as  to  give  me  information, 
you  shall  be  well  rewarded.  The  captain  of 
the  smuggler  is  much  wanted  at  Cork.** 

"  He  has  many  friends  there,  sir,  may  be  ?" 
said  Mike  ;  ^*  an  its  well  and  pleasant  to  be  in 
request  by  one's  friends,  though  I  shall  never 
enjoy  that  same  again." 

^^  He  is  in  great  request,**  assented  the  officer, 
*^  and  if  you  can  let  me  know  where  he  may  be 
found,  your  future  condition  shall  be  amended, 
and  provision  made  for  you  to  the  end  of  your 
days." 

*^  Its  meself  then  as  will  sake  him,  and  tell 
him  of  it,*^  said  Mike,  putting  on  a  look  of 
pleased  intelligence. 

*'  No, — no,  not  for  the  world  !*^  exclaimed  the 
officer,  **  you  must  not  say  a  word  to  bim,  but 
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come  to  me  at— '^  he  whispered  in  his  ear,  *^  and 
let  me  know  without  uttering  a  syllable  to  any 


»> 


one. 


ff 


^Oh  !  divd  the  breath  shall  cross  my  lips 
about  it,*'  uttered  Mike;  ^an  may  you  fall  in 
with  him  this  blessed  night  of  all  others." 

**  Come  lads,  get  into  order,  have  your  arms 
ready,  look  to  your  primings,  and  away,"  said 
the  officer. 

The  command  was  obeyed,  and  the  party 
quitted  the  hut,  and  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  mountain^  Mike  showing  them  a  shorter 
passage  than  that  by  which  they  had  come 
down. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

"  I  know  yoa  are  two  rival  enemies ; 
How  comes  this  g^entle  concord  in  the  world, 
That  hatred  is  so  far  from  jealoosy 
To  sleep  by  hate  and  fear  no  enmity  ?" 

Shaksprark. 

When  Feaghan  quitted  the  habitation  of  old 
Mike  he  felt  it  as  a  reprieve,  for  he  made  no 
doubt  of  effecting  his  escape  in  some  of  the 
passes  of  the  mountain,  the  whole  of  which  he 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  ;  and  as  he  still 
retained  his  arms,  he  determined  that  even  the 
shedding  of  blood  should  not  deter  him  from 
making  the  trial ;  but  when  he  behdd  the  judi- 
cious  arrangements  made  by  the  oflScer  to  prevent 
surprise  and  to  form  a  body  guard  around  them, 
he  at  once  became  oonvinoed  that  an  exceedingly 
dilBcult  task  ky  before  him,  and  the  auooets- 
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ful  perfi>naEiaiice  of  it  extremdy  problematical. 
Bosideay  he  laboured  under  lassitude,  weariness, 
and  pain ;  be  bad  not  been  in  bed  for  several 
nii^tSy  and  the  pferious  one  had  been  passed 
upon  the  cutter^  deck ;  his  wounds,  too,  were 
trouUesom^^tbey  had  no  other  dressing  than 
that  gi^^CQ  by  Peterson ;  the  ball  in  his  arm  had 
not  been  extracted,  the  part  was  inflamed  and 
swdled,  and  his  whole  fmme  was  stiff  and  sore. 
The  officer  was  a  rosj-fiuaed,  good-tempered 
EngUshnuuit  of  that  dass  who,  fancying  tbem<- 
sdves  extremely  knowing,  are  generally  the  first 
to  be  deorived.  The  account  of  himself  given 
by  Feaghan  was  only  in  part  credited,  for  there 
was  a  lurking  su^facion,  a  sort  of  presentiment 
of  something  undefined,  that  induced  him  to 
|daoe  his  men  in  such  order  that  they  might  be 
leady  for  anything  that  might  occur.  He 
walked  steadily  by  the  side  of  the  supposed  Mr. 
Dodcy^  narrated  the  events  of  the  chase  after 
the  Blue  Bob  with  accurate  precision— stated 
that  the  Dolphin  had  got  into  one  of  the  small 
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harbours  in  Bantry  Bay,  and  that  he  liad  been 
despatched  with  twenty  men  well  armed,  and 
Macshane  for  a  guide,  to  reconnoitre  up  the 
mountain,  making  every  inquiry  as  to  whether 
the  smuggler  had  got  into  the  Devil^s  Cove. 
^'  But  whereas  your  dog,  Mr.  Dooley?^  inquired 
he ;  ^'  I  wish  the  noble  animal  was  mine— surely 
we  cannot  have  lost  him.'*' 

Feaghan  had  missed  the  creature  soon  after 
they  had  set  out,  and  hoped  that  he  had  gone 
back  with  Hagan ;  but,  to  avoid  being  suspected, 
he  gave  a  shrill  whistle,  and  forward  bounded 
Neptune,  carrying  in  his  jaws  the  identical  tub 
that  had  caused  scmie  uneasiness  in  the  hut. 
The  officer  just  noticed  the  circumstance,  but 
made  no  other  observation  than  praising  the 
animal,  who  wagged  his  tail  and  carried  his 
bead  erect  as  he  proceeded  onward  with  his 
prize. 

Several  times  did  Feaghan  try  to  give  his 
companions  the  slip^  but,  so  closely  did  they 
stick  to  him,  that  he  feared  it  would  be  impos* 
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dUe  unless  he  had  recourse  to  violence,  and  the 
odds  were  fearfuUy  against  him.  Once  he  en- 
deavoured  to  overturn  the  officer  by  pretending 
to  stumble,  but  the  man  was  on  his  guard,  and 
though  he  staggered  a  little,  yet  he  never  lost 
his  footing,  and  Feaghan  became  convinced  that 
he  had  a  most  powerful  enemy  to  contend  with. 
Nerved  to  desperation,  he  at  length  chose  a  con- 
venient spot  where  the  bushes  grew  thickly  and 
the  ground  was  uneven,  so  as  to  offer  conceal- 
ment in  the  darkness.  Slipping  off  his  cloak, 
as  an  incumbrance,  he  knocked  down  the  man 
by  his  side,  and  then  made  a  vigorous  spring 
into  the  thidcet ;  but  his  strength  was  not  equal 
to  his  expectations,  the  fallen  man  suddenly 
bounded  up  and  caught  the  smuggler'^s  foot  as 
he  precipitated  himself  forward ;  in  an  instant  he 
came  heavily  to  the  ground,  and  the  next  mi- 
nute was  a  prisoner  and  disarmed. 

^  YouVe  a  strange  man,  Mr.  Dooley— a  very 
stmge  man,**  said  the  officer,  as  tliey  tightly 
pimobedFeoghan's  arms  behind  him  ;  <*any  one 
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might  tell  you  was  a  man  of  science,  you^'re  so 
erratic  in  your  movements.  Who  you  are,  or  what 
you  are,  is  at  present  beyond  my  comprehension, 
but  you  must  excuse  me  for  depriying  you  of 
your  liberty,  Mr.  Dooley.  Naturalist  you  may 
he,  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  take  you  for  as 
errant  a  duffer  as  ever  run  a  cargo.  However, 
we  shall  see  presently ;  our  commander  is  to  be 
at  O^Conn(»:  Hall,  and  thither  shall  I  conduct 
you,  Mr*  Dooley." 

"  You  will  use  your  own  free  will,  air,**  re- 
sponded Feaghan,  proudly ;  *^  though  I  cannot 
see  what  l^al  right  you  have  to  detain  me,  and 
more  especially  to  treat  me  in  this  manner.^ 

^<  I  own,  Mr.  Dooley,"  returned  the  officer, 
provokingly,  *^  that  I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to 
know  under  what  Act  of  Parliament  I  am  keep- 
ing you  in  safe  custody— I  must  kave  that  to 
the  wiser  heads  of  you  gentlemen  natundista. 
But  you  have  committed  an  aasault,  Mr.  Dooley 
—an  uprovoked  aisanlt,  and  you  may  be  templed 
to  repeat  it  if  I  lufier  you  to  be  at  hargs  again ; 
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it  u  probable  you  may  be  known  at  O'Connor 
Hail,  and  then,  Mr.  Dodey,  if  you  are  Mr. 
Dooley  tbe  botanist,  you  shall  have  immediate 
ideaae.*^ 

Feaghan  had  every  reason  to  believe  he 
should  be  recognized  at  O^Connor  Hall,  but  not 
for  tbe  purpose  of  bebg  set  at  liberty ;  he  re- 
gretted that  he  had  not  used  his  pistols,  but 
now  he  had  no  alternative,  and  must  remain  a 
prisoner,  perhaps  be  consigned  to  jail  and  suffer 
an  ignominious  death,  in  expiation  for  his  of- 
£enoe8  against  the  laws.  These  were  by  no 
means  jdeasant  reflections,  and  his  reckless  na- 
ture tried  U>  drive  them  away;  but  he  was  feverish 
and  irritable,  and,  as  £Eur  as  the  thoughts  were 
concerned,  he  had  lost  all  self-control.  The 
officer  continued  Mr.  Dooleying  him  as  they 
walked  forward,  but  Feag^ian  merely  returned 
monosyllables  to  his  inquiries;  he  felt  an  un- 
usual depression  of  spirits,  and  every  effort  to 
rally  bb  energj^  only  served  to  bow  him  down 
still  lower. 
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It  was  near  midnight  when  they  passed 
through  the  avaiue  of  fine  old  dm  trees  that 
formed  an  appropriate  approach  to  O'Connor 
Hall — the  porter  at  the  Lodge  having  promptly 
opened  the  gates  to  admit  them  as  soon  as  he 
had  ascertained  their  errand.  All  was  still  and 
quiet  within  the  venerable  building,  when  the 
loud  summons  at  the  door  announced  the  party, 
and  in  a  few  minutes,  from  an  eminence  com- 
manding the  entire  front,  inquiry  was  made 
relative  to  the  intruders.  The  ofiicer  explained 
his  situation,  and  required  admission  to  commu- 
nicate with  his  superior. ' 

<^  Which  vessel  do  you  belong  to  ?^  asked 
the  domestic ;  **  weVe  two  commanders  in  the 
house." 

*'  The  Dolphin,  revenue  cruiser,^  returned 
the  officer;  <*  Captain  Lilybum.  Have  the 
goodness  to  infcHm  him  of  my  arrival,  and  that 
I  have  got  a  prisoner.^ 

<*  111  do  that  thing,^  returned  the  lervaiit. 
**  Wait  a  minute,  an^  Fll  be  back  praaendy. 
They^re  neither  of  them  abed  yet.* 
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In  a  abort  time  the  doors  were  thrown  open, 
and  the  party  entered  the  spacious  hall»  where 
lights  were  amoved  by  the  servants  who  bad 
not  yet  retired  for  the  night ;  whilst  the  others, 
ifislurbed  by  such  a  summons,  at  a  season  when 
darm  prevailed,  very  soon  made  their  iqppear- 
anoe  amongst  die  rest.    Tbe  {dace  they  were 
asscmUed  in  was  one  of  those  spacious  ante- 
vcstibnles  that  were  formerly  to  be  seen  in 
ancient  baronial  residences,  serving  the  double 
purpose  of  an  entrance>haU  and  a  guard*room. 
The  dark  and  highly-polished  oak  panels,  in- 
laid with  brass,  were  decorated  with  arms  of 
every  manual    description,    intermingled  with 
weapons  destined  for  the  chase.    Ncm*  were  they 
confined  to  that  particular  period,  for  there  was 
antique  aimour,  tbe  stout  bull-hide  shield,  with 
its  brass  knobs ;  cross-bows  and  bills ;  the  long 
two-edged  sword ;  the  mace  and  the  axe,  with 
various  other  implements  of  war£are.    A  mas- 
sive lamp  hui^  suspended  from  the  centre,  and 
its  ssrvQi  branches,  when  lighted  up,  darkly 
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illumined  every  part  of  tlie  place,  so  as  to 
heighten  the  romance  of  its  appearance  to  the 
eye  of  the  stranger.  The  floor  was  of  white 
and  black  marble  alternately,  in  diagonal  posi- 
tions. Richly-carved  oak  chairs,  with  crimson 
velvet,  emblazoned  with  armorial  bearings,  in 
the  centre  of  their  backs,  were  ranged  along  the 
sides,  together  with  two  huge  tables  of  the  same 
wood.  The  fret  w^k  of  the  vaulted  ceiling 
frowned  in  the  gloom,  and  showed  the  fantastic 
shapes  projecting  from  the  cornices  in  mockery 
of  life. 

The  armed  party,  with  their  prisoner,  stood 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Ddlphin^s  comman- 
der; and  Feaghan,  who  had  carefully  noticed 
every  oountenaoce  that  presented  itself,  became 
more  at  ease,  as,  by  their  being  all  strange  to 
him,  he  trusted  that  the  honour  of  being 
unknown  was  rectprocal.  At  length  two  aer* 
▼ants,  each  carrying  two  masaive  silver  candle- 
sticks^  with  wax  topers,  preceded  a  short,  atout, 
ivd-eyed  man,  who  called  for  <<Mr.  Dobaon,** 
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and  the  officer  rmpecCfuIly  approached  him,  hat 
in  hand. 

^  Well,  Dobaon,  and  what  news  of  the 
smugger?"  enquired  Captain  Lilybum  in  a 
poinpoiis  manner. 

^  We  can  he«r  nothing  of  him,  air,^  answered 
the  officer ;  **  all  is  quiet  up  the  mountains-— 
not  a  thing  stirring.^ 

^  We  hare  other  intelligence^  Mr.  Dobson— - 
other  intelligence,  or,^  responded  Captain  Lily- 
bam  ;  ^  the  smuggler  is  at  this  very  moment 
at  andior  in  the  DeviPs  Cove.  But  who  have 
weherer 

The  officer  who  had  been  addressed  by  the 
name  of  DobooD  had  pcnnitted  Feaghan  to  re- 
same  his  dkiak  after  his  capture,  and  he  now 
held  it  wraj^ped  round  him,  as  he  stood  between 
two  men  with  pistols  ready  cocked.  <^  He  says 
hb  name  is  I>oQley»  air,  a  naturaUsty  botanizing 
in  the  moimtams.^ 

^  And  is  that  any  reason  for  bringing  him 
here,  mV^  ezdaiaoed  Certain  Lilybum,  an- 


'^KU^jt 


280  HAMILTON  KINO. 

grily.  "  The  liberty  of  the  subject,  sir,  is  tcxi 
precious  and  valuable  to  be  trifled  with.  He 
bears  the  appearance  of  a  gentleman.  Release 
him,  sir— 4%lea8e  him.^ 

^^  He  attempted  to  get  away,  sir,  and  knocked 
Morrison  down,^  said  the  officer,  embarrassed 
and  confused. 

"  And  well  he  might,  sir ;  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  sir.  Mr.  Tooley^-^-he  approached  the 
smuggler— ^^  I  am  truly  sorry,  sir,  tliat  you 
should  have  suffered  inconvenience — stand  back, 
men,^  for  the  poor  fellows  still  remained  guard- 
ing Feagban.  "  These  are  perilous  times,  Mr. 
Tooley — very  perilous  times.  Walk  with  me, 
and  take  some  refreshment  Mr.  Dobson,  let  the 
men  get  a  good  allowance  served  out  to  them, 
and  then  come  to  me  for  orders.^ 

*<  The  gentleman  was  well  armed,  sir,**  whia- 
pered  Dobson  to  hia  commander,  who  was  fol- 
lowing Feaghan  into  an  inner  apartment,  pra- 
oeded  by  lights. 
<<  And  who^  pntyi  ^o  you  think  would  be  up 
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in  those  wild  mountains  without  arms,  Mr. 
Dobson  r*  returned  Captain  Lilybum.  <<  I 
fear  you  have  done  wrong— committed  your- 
sdf,  sir-— violated  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
which  should  be  hdd  sacred.  Bear  a  hand 
with  the  men,  for  we  must  instantly  go  on 
board,  and  be  round  off  the  DeviPs  Cove  by 
daylighC 

Feaghan  could  not  but  experience  the  great- 
est asttmishment  at  the  turn  affairs  had  taken 
when  be  laid  aside  bi»  overall,  and  found  him* 
self  comfortably  seated  in  a  handsome  parlour^ 
with  a  dieerful  fire,  and  at  a  table  on  which 
stood  decanters  of  rosy  wine. 

^  Come,  Mr.  Tooley,  help  yourself,  sir ;  you 
must  require  something  after  your  toil,^  said 
Captain  Lilybum.  *^  That  Dobson^s  a  block* 
bead,  or  he  might  have  known  gentility.  I 
trust,  however,  you  will  not  regret  the  incon- 
venience you  have  suffered,  since  it  has  moored 
you  in  a  snug  berth,  sir.  Your  health,  Mr. 
Tooley,  and  better  acquaintance/^ 
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Feogban  filled  a  bumper,  and  with  gentle- 
manly politeness  returned  the  salute  of  his  com- 
panion. He  did,  indeed,  need  such  a  stimu- 
lant, and  the  cordial  greatly  revived  him. 
*^  Your  officer  meant  y^ell,  sir,  I  have  no 
doubt,^  said  the  smuggle. 

<^  Ay,  ay,  Dobson^s  honest  enough,  I'll  be 
swom,^  returned  Captain  Lilybum,  *<  but 
dreadfully  stubbcnrn  and  stupid,  sir-^-obstinate, 
obstinate.  I  dare  say,  now,  he  took  you  for 
some  desperate  smuggler;^  and  the  Captain 
laughed. 

<<  It  is  not  at  all  improbaUe,  sir,"^  replied 
Feaghan ;  <*  my  doak  and  arms,  and  the  time 
of  night,  no  doubt  aided  the  deception.** 

^^  And  you  were  up  the  mountains  natural* 
iiing,  Mr.  Todey,  eh  ?"*  said  Captain  Lily* 
bum.  "  Fill,  sir,  if  you  please,and  pasi  the  de> 
canter.  Well,  I  never  could  account  for  the 
tteadineas  and  perseverance  with  which  you  men 
^  of  geniuB  undergo  difficulty  and  labour  in  pur» 
suit  of  a  plant;  but  I  suppose  it  is  mudi  the 
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mHbe  «s  a  cutttf  in  chflse  of  a  fimoggler— ^11 
6ipmeii  aod  csciteineBt; 

^  Yoor  pualkl  I  donoetre  to  be  very  just, 
rfr,  although  the  perils  of  the  great  waters  are 
to  me  unknown,**  replied  Fcaghan,  eagerly 
swallowing  another  bumper ;  <^  but  I  dare  say 
the  exdtement  of  the  chase  equals  that  which 
the  nataralint  feels  when  in  pursuit  of  some- 
tfamg  that  nmy  increase  the  knowledge  of  mui- 
kind.  TMnk  of  discoraing  a  new  plant,  sir ; 
a  plant  to  whieh  the  learned  world  may  affix 
your  name^  and  hand  it  down  to  posterity.  The 
Dool^seentnniy  air/'— >he  filled  his  glass  again 
as»  with  awming  ecstacy,  he  exdaimed,  ^  ay, 
the  Doolgraoentam— it  would  be  the  utmost 
Bfl^pic  01  aiy  mMiitiDn. 

^  And  a  very  harmless  and  inaooent  one  too^ 
Mr.  Tdoky,'^  retunied  Lilybum,  lifting  his 
l^asB ;  ^  may  your  hopes  and  expectations  be 
waKffd     Here's  to  the  Tooleysmdtum,  sir."* 

'  ^  With  all  my  heart,''  uttered  Feaghan,  with 
wdl-aasomed  ddight,  as  he  again  tossed  oflP  his 

wme.     ««  Here's  to  ihe  Dooleysoentum ;    and 
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many  thanks,  sir,  for  the  honour  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me.  I  have,  in  fact,  discovere(}  a 
.new  species  of  moss,  and  as  a  token  of  grati- 
tude— ^yes,  I  will — I'm  determined  I  will — it 
shall  be  called  after  you,  my  kind  friend  ;^'  and 
Feaghan  refilled  his  glass,  and  held  it  up. 
^^  I'll  name  it  the  Lily-bur-nalia.  I^ng  may 
you  live  to  enjoy  the  distinction.*'  And  down 
went,  the  wine. 

Well,  well,**  responded  Captain  Lilybum — 

really,  I  think — but  there,  do  as  you  please. 
But  you  must  require  food.  Shall  a  servant  wait 
upon  you,  or  will  you  help  yourself  at  the  side- 
board ?  I  hope  you  will  afterwards  accompany 
me  to  the  Dolphin,  and  thoi  you  will  be  enabled 
to  form  some  idea  of  what  a  real  chase  and  sea- 
fight  is,  for  I  certainly  shall  trap  the  audacious 
muggier,  who  thinks,  no  doubt,  that  he  has  de- 
luded me.  Deceive  me  ?  No,  no,  Mr.  Doolcy,  it 
is  not  so  easy  a  matter  to  dothat,  sir ;  I  am  not 
so  readily  deodved,  ashe  shall  learn  befi>re  noon 
to-morrow. 

Feaghan  walked  boldly  to  the  sideboardy 
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which  was  plentifully  supplied  with  substantial 
food,  and^  whilst  the  captain  of  the  revenue 
cutter  was  industriously  extolling  his  own  dis- 
cernment, the  hardy  smuggler  ate  heartily  of 
what  appeared  before  him,  and  felt  all  his 
energies  revive. 

<<  I  wonder  where  Dobson  can  be,^  uttered 
Lily  bum;  ^^  the  men  must  be  pretty  well  satis- 
fied by  this  time — but  those  fellows  would 
goiinandiEe  for  ever.  Well,  Mr.  Tooley,  what 
do  you  say  for  a  trip  to  sea?"^ 

*^  Your  oflTer  is  extremely  gratifying,  sir," 
replied  Feaghan,  bowing,  ^^  but  I  fear  my 
friends  wiU  fed  alarmed  for  my  safety. — This 
is  the  second  night  of  my  absence,  and,  if  you 
will  kindly  give  directions  for  my  pistols  to  be 
returned,  I  shall,  with  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
proceed  on  to  Bantry.^ 

'<  To  Bantry  !  why  it  would  be  madness  to 
go  alone,  Mr.  Tooley — sheer  madness,""  ex. 
claimed  Captain  Lilybum:  *^if  you  will  not 
go  with  roe  to  the  Dolphin,  you  had  better  take 
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a  bed  here.  Sir  Terence  never  sees  conipany«> 
he  is  a  lone,  a  deacdate  man,^  said  he,  mourn- 
fully, shaking  his  head,  **  his  son  manages  all ; 
but  he  is  absent  on  some  important  duty,  and 
is  not  expected  back  till  morning.  Sir  Terence, 
however,  has  given  me  carte  blatiehej  and  I  am 
sure  every  degree  of  hospitality  will  be  extended 
to  you,  Mr.  Todey.*** 

The  thought  flashed  upon  Feaghan's  mind, 
that  if  lejft  behind,  under  sudi  circumstances, 
he  might  eaidly  escape  from  his  chamber,  and 
therefore,  with  a  bow,  he  replied,  ^*  Our  island 
is  famed  for  hospitality.  Captain  lilybum ;  I 
am,  indeed,  very  weary,  and  somewhat  hurt  in 
my  fall,  I  will  therefore  remain  for  the  night,  and 
accept  my  best  thanks  and  regards  for  — -*** 

He  was  interrupted  by  the  entmice  of 
Dobson,  accompanied  by  a  thorough  ball-dog 
looking  man,  in  the  uniform  of  a  naval  Ueute- 
naat ;  his  free  was  Uoated  and  pimpled,  bis  eyes 
were  burge  and  prominent^  and  Us  voice  was 
iddgfa  and  hoarse.    Feagfaan  turned  his  bead 
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awaj,  and  a  sickly  dampness  came  over  his 
brow.  ^Yo  hoy,  Lilyburn,^  said  die  lieute- 
nant, ^  what  still  at  andKnr  ?  It*s  time  to 
be  under  way,  dse  that  d— •  l^low  will  give 
us  the  slip  again,  though  I  think  we  have  him 
safe  enough  now.^ 

<<  I  will  retire,^  said  Feaghan,  in  a  low  tone, 
addressing  Captain  Lilyburn,  **  my  presence 
nuiy  impede  business,  and  I  wish  to  be  at  rest. 
May  you  meet  with  the  success  you  merit,  sir, 
and  believe  me  I  shall  not  fiirget  you.**^ 

^  Show  this  gentleman  to  a  chamber,^  said 
the  revenue  captain  to  one  of  the  servants,  *^  and 
DobsoD  see  that  his  pistols  are  restored.  Grood 
night,  Mr.  Tooley ;  I  shall  be  proud  to  see  you 
whenever  an  opportunity  serves,  and,  my  dear 
sir,  youll  not  forget  the  Lilyburn— what-you- 
may-call-it,  the  new  moss,^  he  bowed  to  the 
retreating  Feaghan,  and  then  continued,  '^Now, 
Captain  AndenKm,  I  am  ready  to  attend  to  you."" 

**  Jkm\  let  me  disturb  the  gentleman,"  said 
Anderson,  who,  though  only  a  lieutenant,  as- 
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sumcd  the  nominal  title  of  captain,  in  virtue  of 
his  being  commander  of  the  Spider.  <*  Don'*t  let 
me  disturb  the  gentleman,  it  is  the  bottomizer, 
I  presume.  Come,  my  friend,  one  glass  in  good 
fellowship  before  we  part/* 

"  I  thank  you  for  your  polite  civility,*' 
uttered  Feaghan,  lowly  bowing,  so  as  to  keep 
his  face  in  the  sliade,  <<  I  have  already  drank 
sufficient;  and  men  of  scientific  attainments 
should  always  keep  their  heads  clear.^ 

^^  D  it,  shipmate,  one  glass  more  won'^t 

damage  your  upper  works,^  said  the  lieutenant, 
bluntly. 

<*  Liberty  all !  Captain  Anderson — ^liberty 
all,'^  exclaimed  Lilybum.  ^  Mr.  Tooley  is 
tired — ^force  no  man— freedom  is  every  thing 
— ^yet,  perhaps,  Mr.  Tooley,  at  my  request, 
will  indulge  in  another  glass,  for  the  sake  of  old 
remembrance.*^ 

Thus  pressed,  Feaghan  knew  not  what  to  do 
-^ad  he  persisted  in  his  refusal  it  might  have 
caused  suspicion,  and  he  therefore,  thou^  with 
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s  heavy  hearty  determiiied  to  brave  it  out: 
^  Most  awuredly,  I  will  comply  with  your  de* 
•ire  r  aodf  stepping  quickly  to  the  taUe,  he 
filled  his  glass ;  '<  your  health,  sir.'' 

*^  Gentlemanly — ^roost  gentlemanly,''  uttered 
the  sdf-gratified  Lilybum  ;  *^  no,  no,  I'm  not 
easily  deceived,  anybody  may  see  he  is — ^ 

**  The  Smasher  P  vociferated  the  lieutenant, 
rdeasing  a  pistol  from  his  belt  and  cocking  it ; 
^  surrender,  rascal,  you  are  my  prisoner." 

"  £h,*liow,— what,"  uttered  Lilybum,  «*  the 
Smasher — the  skipper  oi  the  smuggler — impos- 
sible—you must  labour  under  error.  Captain 
Anderson — ^no  one  can  practice  upon  me." 

^^  Practice,  or  not  practice,  that's  the  man,*' 
growled  the  lieutenant,  ^^  and  I  have  others  here 
to  prove  it.  Seize  him,  men — if  he  offers  to  stir 
ni  put  a  ball  through  his  head.'* 

^  Keep  the  men  off,  Captain  Anderson !" 
dbouted  Feaghan,  who  saw  that  subterfuge  was 
useless ;  ^*  do  not  drive  me  to  desperation.  Cap- 
tain   Lilybum,  I   daim  your   protection— the 

VOL.  I.  o 


290  HAMILTON   KING. 

liberty  of  the  subject,  sir — the  liberty  of  the 
subject.^ 

^'  But  the  face  of  affairs  has  changed,  my 
inan,^  returned  Lilybum ;  ^*  in  fact,  I  sus- 
pected as  much  all  along.^  He  shook  his  head. 
"  No,  no— I*m  not  easily  deceived.'* 

*^  Remember  the  new  moss,''  said  the  reckless 
smuggler ;  ^^  would  you  lose  such  lasting,  im- 
perishable fame— the  Lilyburnalia  ?" — and  he 
burst  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which,  though  none  knew  the  joke,  all  heartily 
joined.  ^  Well,  Captain  Anderson,  I  surren- 
der," continued  he ;  ^^  and  now,"  raising  his 
glass,  **  may  the  divel  fetch  every  mother's  son 
of  you !" 

<*  m  take  you  on  board,"  said  Andersoo— 
<*  mustn't  lose  sight  of  you  again.  Come, 
on  with  your  storm-gear;  we've  no  time  to 
throw  away." 

*'  Not  to-night,  Captain  Andenon,"  returned 
the  smuggler,  proudly;  *<  I  shall  accept  the 
hospitality   of   Sir  Terence-Jie  is  a  county 
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Qigittnite^  dir ;  and  I  yield  myself  to  the  civil 
power,^  pointing  to  some  of  the  police,  who  had 
entered  the  iqjartment  with  the  seamen  to  get  a 
i^t  of  the  notcHious  Smasher.  **  Besides, 
thou^  I  wfll  not  appeal  to  your  humanity,  yet 
I  must  claim  eariy  assistance.  Your  marines 
gave  me  a  benediction  in  that  little  affair  off 
Scilly ;  one  of  thehr  blessings  still  remains  in 
lay  body ;  my  wounds  are  festering  and  sore ;  I 
am  yet  untried,  and  I  demand  the  treatment  of 
amao.^ 

^  He  is  right,  Ciqptain  Anderson,""  whispered 
Lilybum ;  *<  he  is  beneath  the  same  roof  with 
the  dvii  magistrate,  who  cannot  see  him  till  the 
morning;  it  would  be  gross  disrespect  to  our 
host  and  his  woithy  son,  and  we  mustnH  repay 
UDdness  by  insult."^ 

*^  Are  diere  any  places  of  confinement  in  the 
house?'**  inquired  the  lieutenant,  addressing  the 
Met  of  the  police. 

'^  Shure  an'  there  is,  sir,*"  answered  the  man, 
^  a  tight  hole  enough,  where  I'll  engage  he'd 

oS 
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niver  get  out  till  doomsday,  if  jouM  wish  to 
keep  him  so  long.*" 

**  An*  no  very  long  time  eather,*^  said  another 
of  the  police,  ^<  if  he's  the  raal  Smasher.  We^ 
take  care  of  him,  any  how,  seeing  his  head*8 
worth  two  hundred  pound." 

^^  Which  I  shall  claim,"^  said  Anderson,  whilst 
Feaghan  eyed  them  with  silent  contempt  ^  I 
thought  my  marines  must  have  hit  you,  and  you 
well  deserved  it.  Five  of  my  men  expeodedf 
and  his  Majesty^s  schooner  riddled  with  shot, 
beside  the  loss  of  the  fore^yard. — ^You'll  go  to 
heaven  in  a  string,  to  a  certainty.^ 

^^  He  who  foretels  another's  fate  may  come  to 
it  himself,'*"  said  Feaghan.  *^  Show  me  mj 
prison.  You  shall  not  see  me  shrink ;  nor  do  I 
yet  despair  of  nipping  the  Spider's  legs  again. 
From  you.  Captain  Lilybum,  I  have  received 
generous  kindness,  and  I  will  not  forget  it, 
should  fortune  ever  enable  me  to  return  the 
obligation.  Here,  bind  my  hands  and  arms,  if 
you  wish  it ;  I  am  ready  to  gp.^ 
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<^  Let  him  have  a  bed,  or  a  mattress,  at  the 
least,  with  comfortable  covering,^  said  Lilybum ; 
**  whatever  his  future  fiite  may  be,  let  us  act 
towards  him  with  humanity  now.^ 

'*  Order  it  as  you  please,"**  said  the  lieutenant, 
**  for  my  part,  I*m  oflF.  Away  fellows,— away 
Spiders,  away.  WeVe  got  the  chief,  and  well 
have  his  craft  before  this  hour  to-morrrow  after- 
noon.*^ 

WeU  guarded  by  the  police  and  the  servants, 
Feaghan  was  conducted  to  a  stone  cell,  about 
twelve  feet  square,  with  a  small  i^ierture, 
strongly  secured  by  iron  bars  to  admit  air. 
Agreeably  to  the  wish  of  Captain  Lilybum,  a 
mattress  was  laid  upon  the  wooden  frame  that 
served  for  the  prisoner's  resij  and  blankets  and 
coverlets  were  spread  over  all,  forming  a  very 
comfortable  couch  for  a  wearied  and  wounded 
man,  accustomed  to  privations  and  hardships. 
Some  warm  wine  was  brought  to  him,  which  he 
drank  off  fteely,  and  then  laid  himself  upon  the 
pailet ;  the  door  closed ;  he  listened  to  the  fast* 
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ening  of  the  locks  and  bolts,  and  was  left  in 
total  darkness.  Sleep  began  to  steal  upon  his 
senses,  when  he  heard  a  low  whining  noise,  which 
he  immediately  knew  proceeded  from  his  faithful 
animal,  Neptune,  and  instantly  rising,  he  took 
the  bandage  from  his  arm,  thrust  it  through  the 
grated  window,  hap-hasard,  and  then  called-** 
*<Away,  Nep,  away  to  the  craft,  boy,  to  the  crafltr 
His  door  was  suddenly  opened,  and  a  policeman 
looking  in,  gave  him  warning  there  was  a  sentry 
in  the  passage.  The  light  that  was  thrown  around 
his  cell,  added  to  the  previous  investigation  he 
had  made,  amply  satisfied  him  that  egress  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  except  throu^  the 
doorway,  and  the  policQnan's  carbine,  ready  fior 
instant  use,  showed  him  the  inutility  of  a  per- 
sonal attack.  He  threw  himself  on  his  pallet 
again,  and  his  guardian  retiring,  he  was  soon  in 
a  profound  sleep,  in  defiance  of  pain  and  un- 
easiness of  mind. 

Maurice  Feaghan  was  the  son  of  a  graiier, 
iriio  had  been  well  to  do  in  the  world,  and,  by 
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attending  tbe  various  markets  in  England  and 
Sootland,  as  wdl  as  Irebmd,  had  acquired  a 
degree  of  infiHmation  and  knowledge  that  gave 
him  a  sort  of  off-hand  polish^  whidi»  added  to 
the  vivacity  of  his  manner^  and  a  fiind  of  hu- 
mour^  devated  him  above  society  in  his  own 
tank  of  lifie,  and  rendered  him  a  great  favourite 
amongst  a  higher  grades  who  prized  his  compa* 
nioB-like  qualities,  and  valued  his  banh^nnie. 

Maurice  was  destined  lor  the  priesthood,  and 
cGoaequently  at  an  early  age  he  was  confided  tb 
theoareof  the  Reverend  Father  O'^Fogharty,  thie 
parish  oonfinsor,  who,  with  much  benevolence  of 
hearty  blended  a  strange  eccentricity  of  rotoner, 
and  loved  a  good  joke  above  all  things,  saving 
and  excepting  a  taste  of  the  <'raal  mountain 
dew«^  Yet  he  was  far  ttaok  being  of  intemperate 
habits^  and  his  scientific  and  literary  knowledge 
was  sufficiently  extensive  to  entitle  him  to  be 
ocMisidered    a  profound  scholar  and  excellent 
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rollicking  youth  like  Maurice,  had  its  eviU  as 
well  as  its  advantages ;  indeed  it  was  question* 
able  whether,  in  many  instances,  the  former  did 
not  predominate;  for  young  Feaghan  knew  well 
how  to  put  his  ^^  commether  ^'  on  the  old  man, 
and  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause  ; 
and  though  the  lad  greatly  respected  his  pre- 
ceptor, yet  the  volatile  disposition  of  youth  con- 
stantly involved  the  pupil  in  some  scrape  or 
other,  and  at  wakes,  fairs,  and  ructions,  none 
was  more  active  than  Maurice  Feaghan.  It  is 
true  that  the  master  called  him  to  account  for  his 
outbreaks :  but  the  love  of  humour  in  the  dd 
man  was  not  proof  against  the  irresistible  drol- 
lery of  his  charge,  who,  when  pleading  in  his 
own  behalf,  contrived  to  introduce  such  ridicu- 
lous descriptions  of  the  occurrence  as  completely 
to  overpower  the  risible  faculties  of  the  worthy 
father,  and  the  pretended  penitent  had  forgive- 
ness promptly  extended  to  him. 

In  all  the  athletic  exercises  and  pastimes  of 
Jiis  Gountrymenf  young  Maurice  was  no  mean 
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proficient ;  be  w«s  strong,  active,  and  Tigorous, 
fimd  of  a  bit  of  hannless  mischief,  and  **  who 
tarried  his  head  so  high  among  the  lasses,  as 
the  young  praste  as  vas  to  be?^  whilst  they  in 
reCurn  rendered  him  their  silent  admiration. 
Against  tithe  proctors  and  revenue  men  he  had 
conceived  a  sort  of  instinctive  antipathy, 
amountmg  almost  to  hatred.  The  tales  which 
were  told  of  their  arbitrary  proceedings  and  un* 
natural  oppression,  caused  him  to  consider  them 
as  enemies  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  he  formed 
a  determined  resolution  to  make  war  upon  the 
whole  race,  and  punish  every  individual  of  the 
class,  wherever  or  whenever  they  got  within  his 
grasp. 

Such  a  spirit  could  not  long  remain  the  quiet 
inmate  of  a  retired  study  ;  there  were  those  who 
saw  the  peculiarities  of  the  young  man,  and  caU 
culated  upon  the  uses  to  which  they  might  be 
put  in  organizing  rebellion.  Arts  and  schemes 
were  employed  to  decoy  him  into  secret  combi- 
nation ^  the  agitators  pretended  to  repose  entire 
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confidence  in  his  honour,  and  he  was  introduced 
to  the  midnight  meetings,  in  some  wild  romantic 
gkn  or  uncouth  cavern,  that  was  well  calculated 
to  operate  on  the  enthusiastic  temperament  of  a 
youth,  whose  mind  was  already  pre-occupied  by 
the  florid  description  of  such  scenes  that  he  had 
found  in  books.  Here  the  utmost  deference  was 
paid  him,  and,  in  an  evil  hour,  incited  by  a  love 
of  liberty-— the  rational  meaning  of  which  he  had 
never  defined*-he  joined  himself  to  a  band  of 
Whiteboys  that  had  long  been  the  terror  of  that 
part  of  the  island.  For  some  length  of  time, 
notwithstanding  the  many  outrages  that  were 
perpetrated,  he  remained  under  the  mask  of 
concealment :  but  in  a  desperate  aflray,  involving 
the  sacrifice  of  several  lives,  his  person  was  re- 
oogniied,  secrecy  was  no  longer  possible;  he 
bade  adieu  to  the  church  and  to  Father  OTog- 
harty,  and  became  at  once,  young  as  he  was,  a 
determined  daring  leader  of  rebels. 

Rewards  were  oflbred  for  his  apprriienskm : 
but  he  continued  to  elude  the  seardi  that  was 
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made  for  him,  and  he  gamed  the  name  of  *<  The 
Smasher,^  fhmt  his  propenaties  to  beat  in  the 
dami  and  window-frames  of  the  houses  that 
resisted  his  lawless  exactions.  But  at  length  he 
found  h  impossible  to  retain  his  position  on 
shore,  and,  indulging  his  cheridied  detestation 
of  rcrenue  men,  he  became  a  smuggler  under 
one  of  the  most  intrepid  captains  on  the  coast, 
and  in  his  new  emplojr  he  was  equally  inde- 
fatigable as  he  had  been  in  his  old.  The  excite- 
aicnt  suited  his  reckless  hiibits;  he  saw  there 
was  a  fortune  to  be  made,  if  he  could  only  keep 
from  being  captured ;  and,  not  over  scrupulous 
as  to  means,  he  toiled  unceasingly  in  his  voca» 
tlOB,  and  applied  himself  most  diligently  to  the 
acquisitioB  of  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  rarious  inlets,  coves^  and  creeks,  upon  the 
southern  shores  of  the  island,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  he  obtained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  the 
Frendi  coast 

Qualitiea  like  these  could  not  long  be  kept  in 
a  Male  of  subordination.    Mr.  Cornelius,  or  the 
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Baccah,  as  he  was  called,  traded  extensively  in 
the  contraband.  The  Blue  Bob  liad  just  been 
launched  for  the  free  iradej  and  an  offer  of  the 
command  made  to  young  Feaghan,  whidi  he  at  * 
once  accepti'd,  and,  still  retaining  his  designation 
of  ^*  the  Smasher,^  he  proved  himself  the  most 
successful  smuggler  that  ever  hoisted  sail  upon 
the  ocean.  This,  together  with  his  hair- breadth 
escapes,  in  which  science  and  skill  were  aided 
by  great  good  luck,  had  rendered  him,  in  the 
(estimation  of  his  superstitious  people,  as  somew 
thing  surpassing  human  nature,  and  they  looked 
up  to  him  with  a  confidence  equal  to  his 
daring. 

During  his  runs  he  had  had  frequent  en- 
counters with  the  revenue  vessels,  which  he  had 
either  outsailed  or  beaten  off,  and  had  fought  the 
Spider  for  two  hours  before  he  could  get  dear 
away.  Once  he  had  been  apprehended,  and 
Lieutenant  Anderson  having  appeared  against 
him  in  person,  became  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  his  identity.    The   individual,   through 
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wboae  ireach^y  lie  had  been  takeur  swore  (o 
imiiy  facts,  and-  Feaghan  was  fully  cominitted 
lo  tak#  his  trial  for  murder  on  the  high  seas : 
but  through  the  active  agency  of  his  father, 
who  bribed  the  gaoler  with  a  little  fortune,  be 
was  eofaUed  to  escape  to  France,  where  he  again 
resumed  command  of  the  cutter.  An  act  of 
outlawry  was  passed  against  him— -two  hundred 
pounds  reward  was  offered  for  his  apprehension, 
yet  be  bad  recklessly  walked  through  the  sUa^ets 
of  Cork,  and  read  the  posting  bills  describing 
his  appearance;  nay,  he  had  more  than  once 
▼ifiiled  Father  OTogharty,  and  left  him  hand- 
some testimonials  of  his  grateful  esteon.  Most 
probably  bis  previous  escape  had  been  the  in- 
duoemciit  to  Anderson's  design  of  taking  him 
with  him  to  the  Spider* 

And  there  laid  the  wounded  outlaw,  soundly 
sleeping-^-insenBible  to  the  fate  which  seemed 
iiievitably  to  hang  over  him.  Suddenly  he 
started  up  frmn  his  pallet,  and  exclaimed, 
'flUasH  Tcmil    wbfit's  the  news?"    For  the 
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moment,  he  fancied  himself  on  board ;  but  the 
darkness  was  too  profound — and  immediate 
recollection  of  his  situation  came  across  his 
mind. 

<^  It  could  not  be  a  dream  !*'  said  he.  **  Some 
one  touched  me;  I  will  swear  some  one  touched 
me.     Who  and  what  are  you  ?^ 

<'  Hush !  make  no  noise,*^  uttered  a  whisper 
at  his  ear ;  and  though  the  words  were  scarcely 
audible,  yet  there  was  a  harmony  in  the  tone, 
low  as  it  was,  that  instantly  told  Feaghan  the 
dwarf  was  by  his  side.  But  the  exclamation  he 
had  used  alarmed  the  sentry— bolt  after  bolt 
was  withdrawn.    <^  Rest  easy,  Feaghan  ;  make 

■ 

mom,^  said  the  hunchback — ^'  make  room,  or 
you*re  lost^  He  crept  beneath  the  covering  of 
the  bed,  and  eflected  concealment  as  the  light 
of  the  sentinel^i  lamp  dispersed  the  gloom. 

^  An'  is  it  disthurbed  ye  are  ? — small  wonder 
at  that  same!"*  said  the  man.  ^  What  the  divd 
ails  you  ?^ 

^  Thnie  for  you,  my  boy,  and  t<  st  the  divel 
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uls  me,^  answered  Feaghan.  ^  I  thought  he 
diook  me,  and  wanted  to  get  into  bed ;  but  it's 
dicanring  I  was,  though  I  never  knew  any  thing 
more  like  realitj.^ 

^  Och,  then,  but  he  knows  his  own,^  returned 
the  sentry ;  **  it's  chdoe  companions  ye  are— 
the  Lord  be  between  me  and  harem— ^n'  so  I'll 
lave  you  together.*'  He  closed  the  door— the 
bolts  were  again  drawn,  and  all  was  onee  more 
involved  in  darkness  impenetrable  to  the  si^t. 

<<  Feagfaan,^  whispered  the  dwarf,  disengagini; 
himsdf  from  the  blankets,  ^  notwithstanding 
your  conduct  last  night,  I  would  not  leave  you 
to  peridi.  I  tdd  you  I  would  be  your  ftiend, 
if  you  would  let  me.  I  come  to  serve  you — ^it  is 
in  my  power  to  do  so— ^ 

^  Can  you  take  me  out  &  this  without  any 
more  bother  ?**  returned  the  outlaw,  in  the  sane 
low  whisper.  ^  The  Blue  Bob  is  lost,  and  there 
arfr  thoK  on  board  will  split  about  the  stow-^hole 
if  I  am  not  there  to  prevent  it.** 

^  How  know  you  that?^  inquired  the  dwarf; 


now.  Lilvburn  and  Anderson  were 
night;  they  have  both  returned  to  the 
and  will  be  round  at  dte  ix/ve  by  dayli 
expren  Iiaa  been  aeDt  off  to  Cork,  a 
have  been  deqMtched  akng  tbe'^ois 
is  no  time  to  lose.  How  you  came  he 
of  my  buaioBBs,  eseept*  aH  I  wmppim 
get  out  the  same  way  * 

*<  If  I  release  you^  will  you  6tLMA 
meat  respecting  the  ^Udren  ?^  aaM'tl 

^<  This  is  sheer  fdly,*  returMd'Vea 
thought  you  werd  better  acquidttted' 
preserration.  I  am  here  with  •  hti 
my  neck,  and  would  wijtiogly*  Mea 
those  stone  walls  to  save  myaeiA*"'"^' 

«^WiU    you  impBdily  fiill0i>''ar 
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but  the{;«Ikiwft  jiiat now^^  mqmided Fcaghui, 
^<  and  then  be  guided  by  my  own  indinationt 
aftcnmidfti  If  you  aie  not  iatiafiedk  leave  me, 
and  let  me  ileep^  ao  lliat  I  may  colkct  my 
tiioii^ta ;  I  4haU  hare  mk  important  examina- 
tien  to  undeigo  to-morrov.^ 

**  Would  yotf  betray  your  friend — ^your  enn 
pipyer,  Feaghan  T  said  the  dwarf,  in  a  tone  of 
inquiry. 

^<  I  cannot  and  will  not  hold  further  conrersa- 
tion  here,"^  uttered  Feaghan ;  <<  if  it  is  in  your 
power  to  sprite  me  away  through  the  key-hole^ 
or  squeeze  me  flat  out  between  those  iron  grat^ 
ings — ior  these  are  the  only  modes  of  escape  I 
know  ci — well  and  good;  if  not,  haul  your 
wind  out  of  this— for  may  be  I  shall  hare  an 
sttadi^  of  cramp,  and  be  compdled  to  caU  out.^ 

**  Well  then,  Feaghan,  I  will  testify  my  coo* 
fidenoe  in  your  honour,"  returned  the  dwarf; 
**  you  shall  experience  my  generosity  and  friend* 
ship.    Arise — make  no  noise — your  hand.*" 

Feaghan  complied  with  the  directions,  and 


was  a  slight  grating  noise  in  the  wall. 
down,'"  said  he,  "  and  feel  your  wj 
outlaw  did  so,  and  found  himself  i 
tore  opened  in  the  solid  wall,  but 
mesDDi  effected  he  oouM  aot  diseover. 
through  it,  upon  his  hands  and  kne 
coveted  thai  he  was  at  ooee  on  tb 
a  stone  staircase;  there  was  the  aan 
noise^  and  they  descended  to  a  low  d 
opened  on  the  broad  moat  sumu 
house.  A  small  boat  laid  in  rendiw 
a  few  minutes  they  wetie  saidy  land 
other  side. 

^  Now  then,  Feaghan^  yon  ane  €■ 
liberty,''  asid  the  dwarf ;  ^doeanol 
of  heayen  come  reAeahiog  to  your  tei 
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^ 


would  be  more  plcttsnt  to  nle  than  idl  the  per- 
fomed  gales  of  Araby.*" 

^*  Be  oontcnted*— you  are  safe,^  uttered  the 
other.  *^  And  now,  Feagfaan,  will  you  accede 
to  my  request  relative  to  the  reward  ?^ 

^  For  mysielf,  may  the  money  perish  !^  an- 
swered tbeoutlaiTy  proudly ;  <<  you  have  rescued 
me  from  peril,  and  I  would  soom  to  be  ungrate- 
foL* 

^  You  will  cancdi  the  demand,  then  ?**  con- 
tinued the  dwarf— *<  you  will  not  expect  the 
payment  V* 

**  I  have  add  it,  Mr.  Comdius,*'  returned  the 
amu^;ler;  <<  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  can  have 
BO  right  to  make  such  a  dedaration  for  others, 
I  leave  them  in  your  hands.'* 

^  And  the  boy !"  eagerly  interrupted  the 
dwarf—"  the  boy,  Feaghan— what  do  you  say 
of  him  ?*' 

'*  Do  not  urge  me  on  that  point,"  answered 
the  captain^w  ^^^  jf  you  will,  I  tell  you  at  once 
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he  shall  never  come  to  harm  whilst  I  have  the 
power  to  prevent  it." 

^'  Suppose  him  already  disposed  of/*  said  the 
dwarf ;  ^*  that  which  has  been  done,  can  never  be 
recalled." 

<<  But  it  may  be  avenged,^  returned  Feaghan, 
— ^^  ay,  and  shall  be  so,  if  any  one  has  dared  to 
injure  him.  You  will  find  me  at  my  post,  Mr. 
Cornelius— or,  rather,  will  hear  from  me,  as  1 
shall  put  to  sea  the  moment  I  get  on  board,  and 
make  a  running  fight  of  it,  if  I  can  do  no  better. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  boy  shall  be  kept  safe ; 
and,  perhaps,  should  it  be  absolutely  necessary, 
he  may  be  disposed  of  where  there  will  be  no 
fear  of  his  troubling  you  again.  Farewell,  Mr. 
Cornelius.  I'm  off.  Expect  to  see  me  back  in 
less  than  a  fortnight.*" 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Oeh,  tlM  wluakey«*-the  whitkey's  the  dirers  delight ; 

It  tmches  to  lore  and  it  urges  to  fight; 
Makes  a  foe  of  a  friend  and  a  friend  of  a  foe ; 
'  The  aweeteit  of  blits  and  the  bitterest  woe. 


Thb  beautiful  cutter  lay  reposing  on  the 
water  after  Feaghan  had  quitted  her,  and  the 
mm  were  holding  u  sort  of  revelry  on  shore, 
nuoBy  of  their  friends  and  acquauitanoes  having, 
on  notice  of  their  arrival,  come  down  to  welcome 
them  in  good  French  brandy.  A  sail,  spread 
over  an  opening  amcHigst  the  rocks,  sheltered 
them  from  the  night  dew— a  wood  fire  was 
kindled->-and  lighted  wicks  of  cotton-cloth,  im« 
mersed  in  tin  pans  of  fat,  threw  a  bright  glare 
around,  as  the  piper  played  his  lilt,  and  the 
wild-looking  beings  entered  into  all  the  vio- 
lent extravagance  of  the  Irish  dance. 
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It  was  a  scene  for  the  pencil  of  Salvator  Rosa 
— the  tubs,  and  arms,  and  marine  appendages, 
being  introduced  to  heighten  the  effect  of  the 
smuggler's  gala.  Nor  was  there  wanting  many 
a  little  love  affair,  both  of  the  heart  and  of  the 
shillalab,  to  vary  the  by-play  and  give  character 
to  the  whole. 

Peterson  and  Tom  Graves  remained  on  board 
the  cutter ;  the  former  in  obedience  to  his  com- 
mander's directions,  the  latter  because  he  fimdy 
believed  the  vessel  would  not  be  safe  without 
him.  The  children  had  gone  early  to  rest,  for 
they  had  lost  their  playmate  Ned  cried  him- 
self to  sleep,  whilst  Hamilton  joined  in  his  aor- 
aow  soldly  on  Ned's  account. 

*^  I'm  thinking,  Muster  Peterson,"  said  old 
Tom,  <*  that  Muster  Rapartee  owes  us  a  grudge 
for  that  Vre  aifair  at  Brest ;  for  my  part*  I  n^/wet 
bears  no  malice  to  any  one,  but  he  doesoft  seeiB 
to  me  to  come  of  a  breed  that  ^ud  forgire  and 
forgef* 

Our  opinions  are  alike  there,  Grravesy"  r^' 


(( 
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turned  Peterson.  <<We  cannot  be  too  mucli 
upon  our  guard  against  him.  Lawless  as  our 
qccupation  is,  at  all  events  we  ou^t  to  be  true 
to  one  aootfaer.  Rafforty  has  mofe  of  the  tiger 
in  him  than  any  man  I  ever  knew.^ 

<<  I  d€m*t  know  what  you  calls  lawless,  sir/" 
said  Graves,  somewhat  offended  at  his  honesty 
being  suspected,  ^^  but  to  my  notion  of  things, 
we  acts  more  by  the  rule  of  right  than  them  as 
fliakes  so  much  palavering  about  law.  They've 
a  Parliament-house  and  a  Custom-house  here 
in  Irdand  as  well  as  they  have  in  England,  and 
all  the  money  as  they  gets  in  the  Custom-houses 
is  shared  out  in  the  Pariiament-houses,  where 
they  tell  me  its  ^  catch  as  catch  can.'  Now,  I 
take  it  wc^ve  a  just  right  to  some  share,  that  is 
if  we  can  get  it ;  so  if  we  helps  ourselves  to 
the  Tally  o'  the  dooties,  why  we^re  only  doing 
the  same  as  they^re  doing^looking  out  for  num- 
ber one.  They  makes  laws  to  divide  it  among 
theirselves,  and  we  makes  laws  not  to  let  ^em 
get  bould  on  it.^ 
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"  There  can  be  very  little  difFerenoe  to  U8 
either  way.  Graves,^  said  Peterson ;  '*  we  are 
merely  paid  for  our  services,  though  I  must  own 
the  wages  are  good,  in  consideration  of  the  ha* 
zards  that  we  run.^ 

"  There  lies  the  difference,  Muster  Peterson,*" 
drily  returned  the  boatswain ;  '*  the  extra  wages 
comes  out  o^  that  which  would  otherwise  be 
sarved  out  amongst  the  Parliament  folk.  And 
arter  all,  there^s  not  none  on  'em,  from  stem  to 
stam,  in  your  Lords  and  Commons,  but  likes  a 
drop  of  stuffs,  cnr  a  bit  of  dry  goods,  dooty  free, 
if  so  be  as  they  can  get  it  upon  the  sly.  Why 
there  was  a  Parliament  man,  I  dunks  his  name 
was  Penny  punt,  as  we  always  used  to  supply 
reg'larly  with  pieces  when  I  was  in  owld  Dan- 
gerfield^s  '  None  so  Lucky ,^  belonging  to  Folk- 
stun;  and  which  on  Vm  is  without  hii  bang- 
danna  either  for  his  neck  or  for  his  pocket,  and 
them  bangdannas  are  next  thing  to  beings  pro- 
hiUtated  by  the  heavy  dooties.  Well,  if  so  be 
as  they  can  get  'em  for  thirty  shillings  a  piece. 
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apieoe  amoggled,  they  won*t  go  for  to  give  three 
or  four  guineas,  because  it*8  the  law.^* 

^  And  BO  by  your  xeckoning,  Tom,  conscience 
is  sacrificed  to  pelf,^  said  Peterson,  laughing, 
"and  therefore  we  of  the  ccHitraband  sell  our 
oonadeiieeB  as  well  as  our  labour.^ 

^  Why,  Muster  Peterson,  I  ar*n*t  possessed  of 
fiiculty  enough  to  make  any  particular  diskrim^  ^ 
magement  in  the  religion  of  the  business,  but  it 
does  seem  to  my  thinking  out  o'  reason  to  sup* 
pose  sdh  a  thing,  'kase  why  ?  we  do  for  con- 
sdeooe  sake  that  which  they  do  again  their  con- 
aftieiices— for  we  sticks  by  our  law,  whilst  they 
breaks  theim." 

^  A  very  nice  distinction  truly,  Tom,*^  said 
Peterson,  in  a  tone  of  merriment*  ^^  And  wor- 
thy of  any  lawyer  in  Westminster  Hall — though 
I  Sear  neither  judge  nor  jury  would  be  of  your 
opinion." 

^^'Ijtte  they  don^t  belong  to  us,  Muster 
Peterson,"  answered  the  boatswain;  '^if  the 
judges  were  owners  of   craft  and  the  juries 

VOL.  I.  r 
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reg''lar  hands  at  the  trade,  they*d  soon  show  'eni 
right  from  wrong  by  their  vardicks.  Our  skip- 
per ud  make  a  good  foreman  of  a  jury.*' 

^^  I  hope  he  will  not,  be  long  away,  Tom,'* 
tmd  Peterson,  with  some  symptoms  of  uneasiness. 
^^  Should  the  mate  return  before  him,  with  his 
grog  aboard,  we  shall  be  sure  to  have  some  dis- 
^  turbance  or  otlier — he  is  like  a  wild  beast, 
always  ready  to  bite  when  his  keeper*s  not 
alongside  to  muzzle  him.'* 

^^  And  Captain  Figgin  keeps  him  pretty  well 
muzzled  too^'*  responded  old  Tom,  "  though,  for 
my  part,  I  can^t  see  but  the  craft  ud  sail  just  as 
well  without  him." 

^*  He  is  useful  too  at  a  pinch,  Tom,"  argued 
the  second  mate,  "  be  has  a  certain  je  ne  mw 
quoij  that  can  only  be  produced  by  animal 
instinct." 

*^  By  all  accounts,  Muster  Peterson,  he's  .got 
a  good  many  Jenny  Saqquawsy"  rejoined  the 
boatswain,  **  and  as  for  his  Aaninud  inkstink  its 
altogether  beyond  my  calkelations.  Howsomever 
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here  we  are  in  as  sweet  a  craft  as  ever  lifted  her 
bows  to  a  sea.  I  loves  the  cutter,  Muster  Peter- 
son, better  nor  any  vessel  I  was  ever  in,  and,  as 
you  say,  tliere*s  good  wages,  which  gladdens  my 
heart,  bekase  I  can  the  better  purvide  for  them 
as  has  daim  to  my  support.  The  station 
too,  is  a  good  and  christian-like  station,  for 
there's,  so  many  hoks  and  comers,  and  devil's 
coves  to  didter  in ;  and  the  runs  are  pleasant, 
that  it*s  very  difierent  to  crosong  the  channel  in 
an  open  boat,  with  a  breeze  enough  to  Uow  all 
die  hair  off  your  head,  and  the  sea  running  arter 
you  like  a  race  horse.  And  its  hazardous  work, 
that  beaching.  Muster  Peterson,  whether  its 
down  among  the  shingle,  near  Bumney  Marsh, 
or  under  Hay  Cliff,  with  its  rerf  of  chalk  stones. 
To  be  sure^  like  a  donkey's  galkip,  it's  short  and 
sweet,  and  a  fellow  may  creep  luider  hatches  in 
his  little  home^  and  ]ie  all  snug  till  next  cruise,  if 
ao  be  as  he  carries  a  weather  helm  among  the  o£B- 
oers,  and  shows  an  innocent  figure-head.  Many's 
the  trip  I*ve  had  to  Flushing  and  along  shore 

p  2 
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in  the  owld  < None-so-lucky;'  but  it*8  hard 
lines.  Muster  Peterson,  in  them  long  daric 
nights,  dioving  away  between  Blanket-bug 
and  BuUing,  and  then  pushing  acrofli  the 
water  under  a  reefed  niain-lug^--ev^  plank 
quivering,  like  a  dog  in  a  fit ;  and  only  a  quaiw 
ter  of  an  inch  between  your  coffin*  and  your 
grave.     Well !  I  say  we  ames  all  we  gets.*' 

*^So  we  do,  Tom,  and  earn  it  wdl  too,*^ 
assented  Peterson ;  <*  but  come  old  boy,  we*U 
have  a  glass  of  grog  a  piece,  and  drink  succeaa 
to  Folkstone  pier,  where  the  mayor  wished  the 
foundation  stone  to  be  laid  at  the  top,  that  Im 
might  see  his  name  upon  it.'* 

^*  Ay,  ay.  Muster  Peterson,  the  lubbers  are 
always  spinning  some  yam  or  other  about  us 
Folkstuners,"  responded  Graves.  ^They  si^ 
the  women  rallied  the  bale-pond  to  catch  the' 
moon,  and  put  it  out— but  it's  all  gammon. 
And  as  for  a  glass  of  grog,  why  it's  a  tad 
heart   as  never  rgoioes — they're   hard   at   it 

*  The  nmme  of  aparttealar  kind  of  sinoggliiig  boiil ' 
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there  ashore,  and  them  Paddjs  are  the  devil's 
own  suie^  at  a  spree.** 

The  steward  was  called — ^the  grog  ordered— 
and  soon  seated  side  by  side  the  two  officials 
coQTeraed  over  tbrir  beverage,  of  past  events  and 
future  prospects.    It  was  somewhat  approaching 
to    midnight  when   O'Bafferty  returned— the 
men  were  by  this  time  in  a  state  of  wild  tumult 
^— aiiaiiig  from  indbriety,  and  the  mate  bad  swal- 
lowed auffident  to  inflame  all  the  evil  passions 
and   propensities  of  his  nature.  He  was  not 
dninky  but  infuriated  to  a  degree  of  demoniac 
miaehief :  there  was  nevertheless  a  method  in  his 
wrhcHe  proceedings,  that  developed  the  real  and 
iindi^^uiaed  nature  of  the  man.  At  first  he  joined 
the    riotous  crew  on  shore,  and  shouted  and 
diuooed  with  any  of  them;  but  though  the  men 
felt    that  he  reduced  himself  to  their  level,  by 
hia  conduct,  yet  he  did  not  entertain  the  same 
optniociy  as,  upon  some  imaginary  offienoe  being 
^ven   to  his  node,  be  seiced  hold  of  a  musket, 
and  would  bftve  sent  the  unfortunate  offender  to 
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his  last  account,  had  he  not  been  restrained  by 
others  just  at  the  moment  he  was  about  to  fire. 
This  only  served  to  render  him  more  furious, 
and,  struggling  from  those  who  held  him,  he 
ordered  every  man  to  bear  a  hand  on  board, 
without  a  moment's  dday.  But  he  was  speak- 
ing to  men  over  whom  reason  held  no  oontroul; 
a  few  indeed  obeyed  the  command,  but  the 
principal  portion  either  held  him  in  derision, 
or  openly  set  his  authority  at  utter  defiance. 

Peterson  and  Graves  witnessed  the  transac- 
tion from  the  cutter ;  and,  when  the  mate  came 
on  board  with  those  who  were  ready  to  accom- 
pany him,  they  naturally  expected  that  they 
should  become  the  objects  of  his  rage;  they 
therefore  armed  themselves  and  prepared  for 
the  worst;  but  so  eager  was  0*Raflerty  for 
revenge  on  the  men  who  had  recently  provoked 
him,  that,  without  noticing  his  subordinates^  he 
at  once  issued  orders  to  turn  the  cutter*8  guns 
upon  the  spot  where  the  refiractory  crew  and 

dr  assodatesi  instead  of  continuing  united 
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in  their  mutiny,  had  oammenoed  fighting  with 
each  other ;  and  there  was  as  pretty  a  specimen 
of  give  and  take  as  any  amateur  in  an  Irish  row 
need  wish  to  witness. 

<<  The  O'Raflertys,''  as  the  njate  called  them, 
had  pronptiy  complied  with  the  directions  of 
their  leader ;  and  the  guns  were  cast  loose,  and 
pointed  at  the  scene  of  drunken  discvder,  by 
men  who  were  very  little  less  intoxicated  than 
the  comrades  they  were  disposed  to  murder — 
the  match  was  lighted,  and  the  work  of  des- 
truction was, about  to  cqpai  with  deadly  effect, 
(finr  the  shot  could  not  fail  of  doing  great  execu* 
tioo)  when  Peterson  and  Graves  thought  it  time 
to  interfere. 

*^ Avast!  ye  man-eating  rascals,^  bellowed 
old  Tom,  <*  them  guns  was  only  cast  for  enemies, 
not  shipmates— drop  the  match  you  cuckoo-dock 
making  wagabone,^  and  he  knocked  the  ignited 
match  from  the  hand  of  the  man  who  was 
kindling  than  for  others,  and,  snatching  it  up, 
be  hove  it  overboard. 
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"  Out  o'  that  wid  yer,''  said  O'Hafferty,  as  he 
aimed  a  furious  blow  with  a  hand-spike  at  the 
head  of  Graves,  but  the  latter  dexterously 
avoided  it,  and  catching  up  a  boat-hook  kept 
him  at  bay. 

^^Are  you  all  rappartees/*  exclaimed  the 
boatswain,  addressing  the  men.  "  Is  there  no 
Figginties  among  you  all  ?— -Teddy,  will  you  side 
again  your  skipper,  and  shoot  your  messmates  ?^ 

^<  Not  a  taste  in  life,"*  said  Teddy,  ran^g 
himself  with  old  Graves,  "  Ireland  for  ever — 
horroo !"  and  in  an  instant  he  was- followed  by 
several  others,  so  as  to  render  the  balance  of 
physical  strength  somewhat  equal.  O^Rafibrtj 
raved  like  a  maniac,  but  his  mad  purpose  was 
defeated,  the  guns  were  deserted,  and  the  scenes 
of  the  shore  were  re-acted  on  the  vessd^s  deck, 
and  general  tumult  prevailed. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  Mike  Ha* 
gan  (who  had  descended  from  his  country  seal 
in  the  mountains  with  a  communication  to 
tlie  mate  from  the  dwarf)  suddenly  appeared 
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amongst  them.  Whether  be  fully  comprehended 
the  spectacle  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  no  material 
consequence ;  certam  it  is  that,  he  no  sooner  be- 
held the  affray,  than,  bounding  into  the  thick 
of  it,  he  swung  a  heavy  shillalah  round  bis  head, 
without  giving  any  previous  instruction  on 
whom  it  was  to  ialL  *^  The  Philistines  are  on 
yer,  boys,"^  shouted  be,  laying  it  on  right  and 
left.;  *<and  there^s  a  short  dthrop  and  a  long 
swing  for  every  mother^s  son,  and  ye  all  fightin ;"" 
down  came  the  weapon  again.  *^  Is  it  brake  the 
pace  you  will,  then  ?***  another  blow,  <*  and  the 
raal  inimy  close  at  hand— hurroo,  Faddy  Kier- 
oan  C*  md  Faddy  felt  the  weight  of  the  stick. 
**  Tm  ould  and  wake  now,  but  times  has  been, 
Dinnis,^  and  down  went  I>ennis  at  full  length. 
**  It^s  meself  as  manes  to  befriend  yer  all  and 
hannimandhioul,  but  youll  be  quiet,  will  you.* 
Thus  Mike  continued,  keeping  his  twig  in  fiill 
occupation,  till  be  was  confronted  with  the  mate. 
''  Arrah,  Mr.  Rafferty,  it*s  a  message  I've  got 
for  yer,^  and,  fransheer  impulse,  he  flung  himself 

p  3 
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forward  and  struck  the  officer  a  severe  blow  on 
his  freshly-set  collar  bone,  hat  made  the  fracture 
worse,  and  the  pain  a  thousand  times  more  acute. 
The  mate  yelled  with  anguish  as  he  fired  a  pis- 
tol at  Mike,  but,  from  the  unsteadiness  of  his 
aim,  without  any  injurious  effect.  ^*  Bad  man- 
ners to  your  oncivil  sowl,**  said  3Iike;  *'  and 
me  come  down  to  your  thave's  hole,  to  befriend 
yer  in  regard  o*  the  Baccah.  It's  out  o*  this  you 
must  get  afore  daybreak,  and  run  for  Birdoh  ; 
the  captain's  a  prisoner — why  ?** 

But  O'Kaflerty  was  suffering  too  much  pain 
to  heed  what  Hagan  said,  though  Peterson  im- 
mediately questioned  him,  and,  from  much  cun- 
ning as  well  as  deception,  contrived  to  extract 
the  truth  as  to  the  captain's  capture ;  for  Mike 
had  secretly  followed  the  party  of  Dobson,  and 
witnessed  the  unsuccessful  attempt  of  Feaghan 
to  escape ;  he  then  returned  to  his  hut,  removed 
the  old  chest,  and  the  dwarf  ascended  from  the 
ooooealed  cavity, 

<*  By  the  powers,  but  they've  got  him  anj 
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how,  Mister  Cornelius,*'  said  Mike,  and  he 
related  the  oocurrraoe  he  had  seen,  as  well  as 
their  securing  the  captain's  person. 

*'  He  is  a  rash,  wrongJieaded  fellow,^'  said  the 
dwarf,  <<  and  would  merit  the  punishment  he  has 
drawn  upon  himsdf,  but  that  I  want  his  further 
help;  I  must  see  to  that  myself,  and  instantly 
too,  though  my  future  prospects  call  me  to  the 
cutter.  But,  Mike,"  uttered  he,  in  the  most 
winning  and  musical  tone  of  voice,  *^  Mike,  I 
must  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  zeal 
and  discretion ;  I  have  been  your  benefactor, 
Mike,  and  saved  you  firom  a  death  of  shame. 
Your  residence  here  is  unknown  to  them  as  would 
gladly  have  you  in  their  power.  Feaghan  has 
ever  befriended  you,  and  he  is  now  in  captivity ; 
will  you  fiEdthfiilly  perfcmn  my  bidding,  and 
thus  enable  me  to  hasten  to  the  captain's 
rescue." 

*<  It^s  mesdf  as  will  do  that  thing,  Mr.  Cat" 
nalius,"  returned  Hagan ;  ^^  ownly  tell  me  what 
it  ia,  and  I'U  jomp  lyke  a  billy-goat  to  per* 
form  it." 
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"  Well,  then,  after  my  departure/*  responded 
the  dwarf,  ^^  you  must  away  to  the  cove,  and 
tell  O'Rafferty  to  get  the  cutter  out,  and  run 
for  Bordeaux,  as  the  Spider  is  coming  along  the 
coast  to  look  for  them.  Not  a  moment  must  be 
lost,  and  Feaghan  shall  join  him  in  the  6a- 
roime.  Now,  do  you  understand  this,  Mike  ?" 
"  Faith,  an'  I  do,"  returned  Hagan ;  «  an' 
you  may  consider  it  as  good  as  done,  barring 
I*ve  ownly  to  tdl  it  Mr.  Rafferty." 

**  But  there  is  another  thing,  Mike,*^  said  the 
dwarf.  **  Captain  Feaghan  has  brought  over 
with  him,  this  last  trip,  a  pretty  child.  Whe- 
ther it  is  his  own  or  not,  I  cannot  take  upon 
myself  to  say;  but  I  have  my  suspicions,  Mike.**^ 
"  The  praste's  niece,^  observed  Hagan,  mus- 
ingly :  «<  yet  no^Miss  Janets  too  howly  for  that. 
Yet  love  is  the  divel,  and  if s  only  the  vest- 
ments as  fnghtens  it  away.*" 

'*  It  is  c^  so  consequence  to  throuble  our. 
■elves  in  endeavours  to  ascertain  its  parentage,*' 
the  dwarf;  "  but  the  child  must  he  brought 
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asbore  in  safety^  and  kept  in  secredy  till  fetched 
avay.  It  is  a  boy,  Mike— a  pretty  boy,  and 
Feagfaan  b  Tcry  fond  of  it;  even  RafFerty 
k>ve8  it  as  if  it  were  his  own,  and  perhaps  he 
will  not  let  it  oooie.  You  must  try  to  do  the 
thing  by  stealth,  Mike.  If  you  succeed,  i)ere*s 
an  earnest  of  my  future  reward.'^  And  he* 
threw  a  guinea  into  the  old  man^s  open  palm. 

^1*11  schame  it  for  you,  Mister  Comalius," 
replied  Hagan;  **and  may  the  howly  saints 
bless  your  honour  for  your  bounty.  He  shall 
be  brought,  safe  and  snug  as  a  fish  in  a  basket, 
and  divd  a  sowl  shall  have  a  knowst  of  the 
matter,  barring  its  yourself  and  Captain 
Feaghan.'' 

''  And  now  I  think  of  it,  Mike,""  added  the 
dwarf,  ^*you  know  the  secret  passage  to  the 
cave?" 

**  Is  it  the  store  cave  your  honour  manes  ?^ 
returned  Hagan.  ^*It^s  myself  as  does,  and 
well,  too»^ 

^  The  boy  must  be  taken  there  for  the  pre^ 
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sent,  Mike,^'  said  the  dwarf;  ^^  and  as  soon  as  he 
is  secured,  come  and  let  me  know.  Poor  Feag^ 
han  !  I  fear  he  is  I)eyond  my  rescue,  but  I  must 
try  my  best.  Some  wine,  Mike,  or  brandy  ; 
the  keen  air  of  the  mountain  chills  the  blood.^ 

Without  hesitation  Hagan  quitted  the  hut, 
*and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  with  a  horn  of 
brandy,  which  the  dwarf  swallowed^  ^*  Youll 
be  correct  and  punctual,  Mike  ?^  said  he.  "  Re- 
member that  it  is  for  our  good  friend.  Captain 
Feaghan,  that  I  make  the  request;  and  the 
successful  issue  will  confer  a  great  favour  upon 
myself — a  very  great  favour.  Act  cautiously— 
feel  your  way  in  the  afFair^-trust  to  no  one,  but 
do  it  all  yourself.  I  have  witnessed  many  spe- 
cimens of  your  sagacity.  Now,  try  what  more 
you  caa  accomplish.  Bring  the  boy  away;*** — 
and  an  ilUrepressed  chuckle  of  delight  escaped 
the  dwarf,  as  he  anticipated  the  wished-for  suc- 
cess to  his  plan. 

They  parted— Mr.  Cornelius  to  perform  the 
$nt  already  described,  of  releaimg  Feaghan  from 
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oonfinement— -Hagan  to  deliver  his  orders  to 
O^Rafferty,  and  to  steal  the  boy  clandestinely 
away.  As  before  rdated,  he  found  the  cutter^s 
men  in  a  state  of  mutiny ;  and  he  gave  O^Raf- 
ferty  a  friendly  admonition  against  drunkenness^ 
which  laid  him  on  the  deck,  and  he  was  carried 
down  to  his  cabin.  The  commands  of  the  owner 
were,  however,  imparted  to  Peterson,  who, 
without  hesitation,  began  to  prepare  for  hauling 
out  of  the  cove.  The  news  of  the  captain'^s  cul- 
ture, and  the  probability  that  their  own  would 
follow,  quelled  the  turbulence  of  the  crew,  and 
most  of  them,  though  wild  with  liqucn:,  felt  the 
strong  inducement  there  was  for  exertion,  and 
went  to  their  duty  as  well  as  they  could, 
prompted  by  self-preservaticm. 

Mike  watched  his  opportunity.  He  cau* 
tiously  descended  the.  companion-ladder,  and 
having  entered  the  cabin,  looked  anxiously 
around  ;  but  the  prize  he  sought  was  not  to  be 
seen.  The  groans  and  imprecations  of  O^Bafferty 
informed  him  which  state-room  the  mate  was  in; 


328  HAMILTON  KING. 

and  passing  over  to  the  opposite  one,  he  felt  the 
bed-place— found  a  child,  and  gently  raising  it 
in  his  arms  beneath  his  cottamore,  he  went  on 
deck—  quietly  attained  the  boat,  and  before  the 
sleeping  boy  awoke  he  was  half-way  between  the 
cutter  and  the  shore.  A  threat  from  Mike 
frightened  him  into  silence,  and  they  were  soon 
landed  on  the  rocks  and  ascending  the  moun- 
tain. 

Peterson  and  Graves  lost  not  a  moment  in 
hauling  out  to  the  entrance  of  the  cove ;  the 
sails  were  set,  and  every  thing  in  readiness— yet 
still  the  second-mate  clung  to  tlie  hope  that  the 
captain  might  escape ;  and,  therefore,  he  deter- 
mined not  to  start  till  just  before  the  break  of 
day.  The  time  arrived,  and  Feaghan  not  mak- 
ing his  appearance,  the  stem-fasts  were  cast  off, 
the  breeze  was  favourablci  and  away  flew  the 
cutter,  as  if  rejoiced  that  she  was  once  more  to 
try  her  speed. 

It  was  a  reqdendent  morning;  the  wind  was 
fresh  and  cool ;  the  sky  was  serene  and  clear ; 
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and  though  the  long  swell  came  rolling  m,  as 
the  rdics  of  the  late  gale,  jret  the  surface  of  the 
water  was  smooth.  Many  wer»  the  anxious  eyes 
that  looked  with  intense  eagerness  to  the  ofRng, 
as  the  cutter  launched  boldly  out  of  the  bay 
into  the  main  ocean,  and,  taking  the  wind  on  the 
starboard  beam,  steered  a  north-west  course,  to 
gain  a  good  distance  from  the  land.  But 
scarcely  had  they  opened  out  from  Sheep'*s  Head, 
than  the  Spider  and  the  Dolphin  were  revealed 
to  their  view,  about  three  miles  distant,  upon 
their  lee  bow,  making  all  sail  in  chase. 

Peterson  was  at  first  undecided  how  to  act ; 
if  he  hauled  to  the  wind,  there  was  every  chance 
of  fidling  in  with  a  cruiser  or  a  revenue  vessel 
akmg  diore ;  if  he  kept  his  course,  he  must 
pass  dose  to  the  two  vessels  who  had  hove  about 
in  order  to  near  and  to  intercept  him  ;  and  if  he 
at  once  ran  away  before  it,  they  could  sail  nearly 
as  well  as  the  Blue  Bob,  and  men  of  war  were 
plentiful  in  the  fair  wi^  to  the  British  Channel. 

**  What  would  be  the  best  to  be  done.  Graves?* 
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inquired  the  second  mate  of  his  subordinate,  the 
boatswain.  ^  I  feel  inclined  to  run,  as  giving  us 
the  better  diancae.  The  sails  are  all  repaired, 
TomT 

"  With  my  own  palm  and  needle,  muster  Pe^ 
terson,^  replied  the  boatswain ;  '^  new  cloths  in 
the  mainsel;  a  bran  new  squar&-sel,  from  the 
store ;  a  spare  gafftopael,  and  a  new  square  top- 
sel,  ready  bent.  I  wam't  idle,  sir,  whilst  they 
were  working  the  crop,  and  there  were  four  good 
hands  to  help  me,  whilst  another  gang  knotted 
and  spliced  the  rigging,  as  you  well  know,  see- 
ing as  It  was  under  your  own  directions.^ 

"  Well,  then,  we'll  bear  up,  I  think,  Tom,"" 
•aid  Peterson,  in  a  tone  and  manner  which  indi- 
cated a  desire  to  ascertain  the  veteran^s  opinian ; 

but  he  was  silent    "  D it,  Tom,  why  don't 

you  speak  ?*'  added  the  second  mate,  impatiently 
*^  You  know  how  much  I  priae  your  skill  P** 

'*  But  there^s  another  aboard,  muster  PeCff 
son,*  replied  the  boatswain  ;  *^  and  though  he 
hove  down  obhis  beam  ends,  and  was  owldDr 
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himself,  yet.  Captain  Feaghan  not  being  in  com- 
mand, muster  Rapartee  ought  to  be  towld  how 
we*re  bamboxtered.'*' 

^^  You  remind  me  of  my  duty,  Tom,  and  I 
tbank  you  fcnr  it,^  returned  Femrson ;  ^^  see  all 
dear,  old  boy,  for  swaying  the  spred-yard  aloft, 
and  get  the  squartel  and  topsel  up  in  readiness.^ 

/^  Ay,  ay,  sir  T  responded  the  boatswain,  as 
Peterson  went  below.  He  found  O'Rafferty  in 
a  raging  fever,  and  wholly  incapable  of  issuing 
any  command,  or  even  understanding  what  was 
iaid  to  him,  whilst  in  his  delirium  he  raved  of 
deeds  of  Uood  and  vengeance  that  made  the 
heart  sick  to  shuddering. 

The  vessels  were  rapidly  approaching,  when 
Peterean  ascended  to  the  deck.  The  Spider  was 
fight  ahead, keeping  away  towards  the  smuggler; 
the  Dcdphin,  fuU-and-by  to  get  the  weather-gage, 
was  on  the  8chooDer*s  lee  quarter,  and  both  were 
within  hail  of  each  other.  ^<  Are  you  ready  for 
making  sail  there  forud  ?**  shouted  Peterson,  and 
the  ^Ay,  ay«— ^  ready,  sir  !**  being  respond* 
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ed,  his  vcAce  was  again  heard  : — <^  Ease  off  the 
main-sheet ! — haul  forud  the  boom-guys ! — Up 
with  the  hehn,  lad — ^hard  up,  and  keep  her  away 
before  it ! — down  with  the  foresel,  and  get  the 
square-sels  onirfier  as  quick  as  you  can.  Bear 
a  hand,  my  hearties,  and  well  be  drinking  claret 
to-morrow  night !" 

'*  And  cowld  stuff  it  is,  muster  Peterson,**  said 
the  boatswain;  ^^it  chills  the  bowels  to  think  on 


it." 


c« 


Get  the  sail  on  her  smartly,  Tom,  and  all 
hands  shall  have  a  dram  to  make  *em  steady  at 
the  guns,  should  they  be  wanted,**  exclaimed 
the  second  mate ;  *^  run  up  that  square-sel  there, 
forud.  Steady,boy,  steady, — mind  your  helm  !** 
The  cutter  was  now  tearing  away  before  the 
wind,  and,  being  flying  light,  her  superiority  in 
sailing  was  very  soon  evinced ;  her  enemies  could 
not  get  her  within  reach  of  shot,  and  by  night 
were  hull  down  astern.  The  following  mcmiing 
they  were  nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  the  Blue  Boh, 
with  a  ten  knot  breeze,  was  abreast  of  the  Pai- 
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marks  Point;  in  the  eveniog  a  pilot  boarded 
them  off  the  Chasaenin  light,  and  continuing 
their  oourae,  by  the  aid  of  the  Cordovan,  they 
ran  into  the  Ganmne,  and  anchored  off  Royan. 
The  next  day  they  were  again  under  way,  and 
in  the  afternoon  moored  the  cutter  abreast  the 
beautiful  city  of  Bordeaux. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


*'  But  like  a  constant  and  confirmed  devil, 
He  entertained  a  show  so  seeming  just, 
And  therein  so  ensconced  his  secret  evil, 
That  jealousy  itself  could  not  mistrust.'* 

Shakspbare. 

A  LOW  wild  laugh  of  derision  escaped  the 
dwarf,  as  Feaghan  disappeared  in  the  gloom ; 
but  the  smuggler  did  not  hear  it— for,  rallying 
all  his  energies,  he  hurried  on  his  way,  prompted 
/by  the  hope  of  rescuing  his  cutter  and  his  people 
from  the  imminent  peril  which  he  was  well 
aware,  by  what  had  fallen  from  Anderson,  hung 
threateningly  over  them.  His  wounds,  it  is  true, 
were  excessively  troublesome;  his  limbs  were 
sore  and  stiff  with  £fttigue ;  but  be  felt  that  he 

▼OL.  II.  B 
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was  once  more  at  liberty,  with  the  free  air  of 
heaven  around  him,  and  his  heart  bounded  with 
gratification,  whilst  anticipating  the  triumph  he 
should  enjoy  when  the  chagrined  and  mortified 
commander  of  the  Spider  found  that  the  sup- 
posed captive,  for  whose  detention  Anderson 
meant  to  claim  the  reward,  was  again  at  large, 
and  ranging  over  the  waters  in  defiance  of  the 
laws. 

The  daring  smuggler  was  no  longer  to  be 
seen,  when  the  dwarf  put  a  small  silver  whistle 
to  his  lips ;  and  its  shrill  sound  instantly  brought 
two  men  to  his  side.  They  were  stout,  haidy- 
looking  fellows,  well  armed,  and  habited  some- 
thing superior  to  the  general  run  of  the  Irish 
peasantry. 

**  How  is  this  ?^  exclaimed  the  dwarf,  wb^ 
strongly  suspected  they  had  been  watching  him ; 
«<  you  must  have  flown,  to  have  quitted  your 
posts  thus  quickly ;  what  were  yoa  doing  here 
so  near  me  r* 

<*  So  near  yer  honour  T  rritemted  one  of  die 
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men;  '*  iriiy^  ihea,  it^s mesdf  has  the  Date  knack 

ci  xadfi^  when  ye  calls.    An^  ahuie  IVe  niver 

been  frmn  the  poet  at  the  great  gate  smce  yer 

boBour  placed  me  there.*" 

.  **  'Tb  false,^  replied  the  dwarf,  in  irrepressi- 

Ue^angir ;  ^^  both  you  and  Casey  were  amongst 

tfaetreea.^ 

^Divel  a bit^  Musther  Comalius,"  returned 
Casey,  in  a  positive  manner ;  ^<  not  the  laste 
taste  of  a  step  have  I  stirred  from  the  bridge.*' 
: .  «<iWhat !  will  you  insult  my  reason,  by  telling 
me  such  a  lie  ?^  angrily  responded  the  dwarf. 
*^  H^re  were  you,  Tim  Donovan,  at  one  post — 
sad  you,  Casey,  at  anotheiv— ^ 

.  <f  Oh,  divel  the  post  was  there  at  all,  yer  ho- 
nour,'* uttered  Casey.  <<  Shure  an*  it  was  at 
the  bridge  you  put  me — ^ 

.,-••  Fool  r  ejaeulated  the  dwarf,  "  you  were 
both  placed  at  some  distance  from  each  other, 
m4^  M  different  direetions,  when,  in  an  instant, 
yHu  spring  up  before  me,  opposite  ta  where  you 
might  tQ  bavf^bMi^    How's  this  T 


4  HAMILTON  KING. 

^'Ah,  then,  may  be  we  mistook  our  way, 
Misther  Cornalius,^  said  Casey ;  ^*  it's  black 
dark,  yer  honour,  and  nothing  to  clear  our  eye- 
sight." 

The  dwarf  was  fully  convinced  that  he  had 
been  watched,  and  that  the  men  had  seen  him 
land  some  one  from  the  boat ;  but  he  also  felt 
that  this  was  no  time  for  controversy.  ^^  Had 
you  been  at  your  duties,"  said  he,  ^^the  Smasher 
could  not  have  escaped  ;  and  now  he  is  away  be* 
fore  you — though  in  what  manner  he  can  have 
got  oiF  is  to  me  a  mystery." 

"  Yer  honour'^s  sure  that  the  man  in  the — " 
Casey  stopped  short,  for  his  quick  recollection 
informed  him  that  he  was  betraying  himself. 

^*  The  man  in  the  what,  sirrah?*'  demanded 
the  dwarf,  fiercely.  *<  But  I  have  not  time  to 
dispute  the  matter  with  you  now.  The  smug* 
gler  rushed  past  me  but  this  instant,  and  cannot 
lie  very  far  on  his  way  up  the  mountain.  After 
him,  boys !  Remember,  I  have  promised  a  hun- 
dred guineas  to  the  best  marksman.^ 
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^^  But,  Misther  Comalius,  dare,^  said  Casey, 
impldringly,  ^^^  shure  an'  you  don't  forget  to 
remember  what's  already  due,  and  has  been  due 
for  many  a  long  day — the  twenty  guineas  y&r 
honour  sworn  to  give  us  for  that  little  affair  of 
the  law.'' 

"  No,  no,  I  have  not  forgotten  it,"  returned 
the  dwarf;  ^*  the  whole  shall  be  forthcoming  at 
your  return." 

<^  If  it's  the  same  to  yer  honour,  weM  rather 
settle  that  business  at  onest,"  returned  Casey ; 
*^  it'^s  best  to  clear  off*,  and  be  friends." 

**  I  tell  you  every  farthing  shall  be  paid  when 
you  come  back,"  exclaimed  the  dwarf;  **  and  to 
prove  my  sincerity,  here  is  a  guinea  each  in 
earnest."  The  men  took  the  gold.  ^*  And  now 
recollect  that  the  reward  of  two  hundred  pounds 
from  government  is  certain,  whether  he  is  taken 
alive  or  dead.  The  best  way  is,  however,  to 
make  sure  of  your  man ;  for  whilst  he  retains 
life,  he  may  give  you  the  slip  as  he  has  done 
others,  and  your  recompense  will  then  be  lost 
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But,  with  a  couple  of  balls  through  his  head  or 
his  heart,  you  would  make  him  sure  enough— 
his  identity  can  easily  be  proved,  and  the  money 
become  your  own.^ 

^*  An*  that's  thrue,  too,^  said  Tim— <^  making 
in  all  three  bonder  and  twenty  pounds.  By  the 
powers,  saving  yer  honour's  presence,  but  it'^s 
ours  nate  enough.^ 

^^  But,  Misther  Comalius,  isn^t  it  murdther, 
or  manshlaughter,  or  felly-de«8ea,  to  shoot  at  a 
man  ?"*  inquired  Casey,  with  an  assumption  of 
simplicity. 

**  At  an  innocent  man,  most  certainly,*^  re- 
plied the  dwarf;  *'but  Feaghan  is  an  outlawed 
prisoner,  who  has  broken  from  his  confinanent. 
Besides,  as  humanity  may  pmnpt  you,  your 
firing  at  him  direct  will  be  an  act  of  kindness ; 
for  if  he  is  taken  to  jail,  there  will  be  a  long 
harassing  trial,  to  exhaust  his  already  wearied 
and  wounded  frame ;  and  then  a  public  execu- 
tion, amidst  the  inhuman  gase  of  assembled 
thousandsi    A  bullet,  well  applied,  will  save  him 
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from  a  felon's  end,  and  with  this  advantage  to 
yourselvesy  that  you  can  make  your  own;uDCOQ- 
tradicted  statement  to  the  authorities  rdative  to 
the  enoounter-^how  that  you  met  him  in  the 
n)ountains"-tried  to  take  him  prisoner—a  despe- 
rate conflict  ensued,  and  he  £rUs  by  your  superior 
valour,  because  he  would  not  surrender.^ 

<^  Oh,  then,  it's  Bquire  Comalius  has  the  gift 
of  tb^  forethought,^  ^claimed  Tim.  **  By  this 
and  by  that,  but  divel  a  saint  in  the  calendar 
could  bate  you  at  it^ 

**  You  both  understand  me,  then  ?^  said  the 
dwarf,  pleased  at  his  prospect  of  success ;  ^'  and 
let  me  remind  you  that  you  have  both  law  and 
justice  on  your  side.^ 

<<  One'^s  Plough,  yer  honour ;  we'll  be  content 
with  the  law  without  the  justice,^  said  Casey. 
<*  We^re  off,  Misther  Comalius,  and  shall  soon 
overtake  him.^ 

^<  Awi^,  then,  my  lads— away  i  and  make  the 
douUe  recompense  your  own,^  exclaimed  ibe 
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excited  dwarf.    <<  Let  the  deed  be  done,  and 
your  future  fortunes  are  made.^ 

The  two  men  immediatdy  hurried  away  upon 
the  track  which  they  naturally  supposed  Fea- 
ghan  had  taken;  and  the  dwarf,  eyeing  them 
as  they  receded,  again  indulged  in  a  low,  wild, 
demoniac  chuckle,  that  had  nothing  human  about 
it.  ^^  The  villains,^  said  he,  ^<  acting  as  spies, 
too  !  Now,  should  they  destroy  the  outlaw,  the 
chances  are  that  they  will  quarrel  as  to  which  is 
entitled  to  the  reward,  and  one  or  both  may  fall. 
Thus  shall  I  be  rid  of  all  three!  At  all  events, 
I  must  take  a  force  to  the  mountains;  and, 
whether  Feaghan  lives  or  dies,  these  fellows 
will  be  found  with  arms,  and  must  be  disposed 
of.  They  have  me  too  much  in  their  power 
already.^  He  paused  a  few  minutes,  gazing 
at  the  tranquil  sky,  then  mournfully  uttered, 
^*  <  Whoso  sheddeth  man*s  blood,  by  man  shall 
hisUoodbeshed.'**  He  shuddered.  <«Yetno 
one  has  ever  fallen  by  my  hands;  they  are  still 
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mutaiiied.  My  heart  sickens  at  the  sight  of 
blood ;  my  very  soil  recoils  at  the  livid  hue  of  a 
oorpK.  On  their  heads  who  perpetrate  these 
Crimea  lei  the  guilt  of  murder  rest  T 

He  remained  silent  for  several  minutes,  as  if 
engaged  in  deep  thought,  and  then  uttered, 
^  Wretched««— wretched  sophistry  !  And,  oh ! 
Beatrioe,  what  is  it  you  have  not  to  answer  for ! 
To  answer  for !  <— to  whom  ?  Pshaw !  they  preach 
of  an  hereafter;— where  is  it?  What  learned 
churcb*man  can  fix  a  place  of  bliss  or  torment  ? 
The  matter  has  yet  to  be  proved.*" 

Again  he  paused.  <^  Yet  'tis  a  fearful  thing  to 
destroy  e»stence— *to  take  away  that  which  can 
never  be  restored  !  The  outlaw  may  die  as  such, 
—but  unoffending  innocence !  Yet  it  must  be 
done ;  Beatrice  will  have  it  so,  and  my  own  beau- 
tifnl  diild  claims  it  at  my  hands.  Yes,  the  boy 
must  be  put  out  of  the  way,  and  that  speedily, 
too ;  he  stands  in  the  path  of  my  ambition — in 
the  way  of  my  own  flesh  and  blood.  Ha,  ha,! 
it  mu8t-*it  shall  be  done!^ 

b3 
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He  re-entered  the  little  punt,  and  paddling 
back  across  the  moat,  disappeared  at  the  door 
through  which  he  had  conducted  the  outlaw. 

The  harbinger  of  day  began  to  spread  its 
lovely  colours  over  the  eastern  horizon,  as  Fea- 
ghan,  almost  exhausted,  gained  the  summit  of 
the  mountain,  and  his  spirit  bowed  in  admiration 
at  the  glorious  spectacle.  Here  he  rested  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  rapidly  descended  to 
Hagan^s  hut.  Old  Mike  was  absent.  Anxiety, 
irritation,  and  scorching  fever  now  raged  through 
the  smuggler's  heart  and  frame,  as  he  recklessly 
bounded  from  crag  to  crag,  in  his  descent  to- 
wards the  cove,  till  the  increasing  daylight 
shewed  him  the  basin  unoccupied,  and  he  saw 
the  cutter  under  canvas,  having  just  quitted  the 
entrance;  but  the  next  minute  she  was  shut 
from  his  sight  by  the  intervening  mountainous 
rocks.  A  feeling  of  despair  came  over  him,  and 
he  sank  powerless  to  the  ground.  Nevertheless, 
he  could  not  but  commend  the  mate  toft  hit 

idenoe  in  getting  her  away — ^little  imagining 
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that  tl^ir  departure  had  been  the  effect  of  trea^ 
chevy  by  the  dwarf. 

At  thia  moment,  whilst  crouching  down  in  a 
deft^  the  sound  of  voices  at  no  great  distance 
came  on  the  smuggler's  ears.  Unable  to  tell 
whether  it  was  fnend  or  foe  who  was  advancing^ 
Feaghan  crept  into  the  obscurity  of  the  recess, 
which  eflfectually  concealed  him  firom  observa- 
tion. 

<<  Shure  an*  it's  missed  him  we  have,  Tim,"^ 
said  one  ci  the  apfuroaching  party,  in  a  Ume  of 
disq)pointment 

*<  An^  small  blame  for  that,"^  responded  the 
olher»  <<  an^  he  lapeing  lyke  a  billy-goat  down 
the  0ooks»  as  if  heVl  no  life  to  lose.^ 

^  Amh»  Tim,  jewel,  you  should  have  fired 
when  I  towld  you,*"  said  the  first.  '<  Faith,  an' 
he  was  oock^roost  up  at  top  there,  offering  a 
fine  mark  tar  bringing  down  game.^ 

«  Why^idrft  you  fire  yourself,  Casey  ?^  ar- 
gued' Tim  ;  **  shure  an'  you'd  as  good  right  as 
nesidf  to  do^tbat  same.^ 
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<<  Well,  then,  Tim,  I  tell  you  again  that,  to 
my  thinking,  it*8  foul  play  he'd  get,^  respondcil 
Casey.  ^^  He*8  sarved  the  Baccoh  faithfully ; 
what  can  he  want  to  kill  him  for  P"' 

^^  Howld  your  fooFs  breath,  Casey ,^  said  the 
other,-  contemptuously  ;  ^*  what's  that  to  us  ? 
Let  the  Baccah  settle  it  with  his  own  conscience 
and  the  praste.  If  he  likes  to  commit  murdther, 
och,  the  divel's  cess  to  him,  we  shan*t  have  to 
answer  for  it.*" 

'<  But  it*s  we,  Tim,  that*U  have  to  do  the 
job,^  urged  Casey ;  **  it  is  on  our  heads  that 
the  crime  will  fall.^ 

<<  Well,  of  all  the  fools  that  iver!""  ejaculated 
the  other ;  ^<  what  inthrest  or  affair  have  we  in 
his  death  ?  We  ownly  are  what  the  praste  calls 
insthruments ;  and  we  may  just  as  well  blame 
our  guns  as  Uame  ourselves  for  what  may  hap- 
pen. We^re  paid  for  it.  It's  the  motive,  Casey— 
it^s  the  motive ;  and  ours  is  to  obtain  the  reward. 
So  let  us  on,  my  boy.  And  hark!  it^s  footsteps 
I  hear.    Let  us  hide,  and  watch  who  oomes.^ 
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The  next  moment  Feaghan  saw  the  two 
men  enter  the  cleft ;  but  he  was  too  far  within 
the  darkness  of  his  retreat  for  them  to  see 
him.  <<  Be  all  ready  on  the  cock,^  continued 
Tim^  as  the  peculiar  click  of  his  lock  echoed 
through  the  place ;  ^*  there's  the  mountain-path 
—we  shall  catch  him  as  he  turns  the  comer; 
fire  right  slap  at  him,  with  a  steady  aim."^ 

It  would  be  impossible  to  describe  the  indig- 
nation and  rage  that  prevailed  in  the  breast  of 
the  smuggler,  when  he  saw  his  premeditated 
murderer^  ready  to  take  the  life  of  any  one  who 
might  approach.  He  would  have  sprung  at  once 
upon  th^ ;  but  two  stout  athletic  men,  with 
finnirms,  were  fearful  odds  against  his  exhausted 
strength ;  and,  powerful  as  was  his  inclination, 
he  nevertheless  had  prudence  to  refrain  from 
that  which  must  have  ended  in  his  destruction. 
He  beheld  them  raise  their  firelocks,  as  they 
knelt  at  the  mouth  of  the  recess.  He  could  not 
see  the  object  of  their  aim  ;  but  the  ringing  dis- 
charges came  like  thunder-claps  through  the 
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caTity ;  and  springing  forward,  with  one  despe- 
rate effort  he  hurled  the  fellow  called  <^  Tim" 
over  the  projecting  rock,  and  with  a  laugh  of 
delight  beheld  the  fidling  body  bounding  from 
crag  to  crag,  till  the  waters  of  the  cove  opened 
to  receive  it.  The  surface  was  ruffled  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  the  mimic  waves  swelled  outwards 
towards  the  centre;  then  all  was  smooth  and 
tranquil  as  before.  He  who  had  contemplated 
the  death  of  another,  was  himself  a  breathless  and 
a  buried  corpse ! 

Without  waiting  to  attack  the  other,  Feaghan 
qprang  down  the  pathway ;  and  as  he  passed  the 
fallen  man  at  whom  the  miscreants  had  fired, 
he  recognised  the  person  of  Mike  Hagan.  The 
poor  fellow  was  not  yet  dead ;  he  turned  his 
look  upon  the  retreating  smuggler,  as  a  grim 
smile  flashed  over  his  features;  and  the  captain 
felt  a  melancholy  but  ccmacding  oonvictioD  that 
Mike  had  rightly  attributed  his  fall  to  th^ 
rascal  who  laid  peaceably  at  the  bottom  of  the 
cove,  and  the  smile  was  a  last  teiliiiioDy  of 
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gratitude  that  his  death  was  thus  arenged.  But 
though  Feaghan  had  not  interfered  with  the 
remaining  murderer,  there  was  cme  who  promptly 
supplied  the  omission;  for,  whilst  the  wi^etdi 
was  busily  rdoading  his  piece,  he  was  suddenly 
seized  by  the  throat,  and  laid  prostrate  on  the 
ground,  whilst  the  teeth  of  a  noble  dog  hcM 
him  fast,  as  his  hoarse  growl  came  with  terrific 
tnenaee  to  his  ears.  Feaghan  instantly  caught 
the  sound,  and  rudiing  back  again,  beheld  hk 
faithful  Neptune  exulting  over  his  fidlen  ibe. 
To  seize  and  secure  the  man  was  but  the  work 
<A  a  few  minutes.  Indeed,  he  was  too  terrified 
to  offer  resistance ;  for  he  was  promptly  disarmed, 
and  the  powerful  and  angry  animal  lay  watchirtg 
his  every  m€ytion« 

"An*  who  set  you  on  this divel's job,  Misther 
Caaey  P^  asked  the  smuggler,  as,  with  the  strap 
tisken  from  the  firelock,  he  bound  the  feUow^s 
arms. 

*^  Shure,  Captain  Feaghan,  an*  it's  meself Akll 
spake  the  truth  intirely,^  answered  the  man— 
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<t 


ownly,  for  the  love  of  Christ,  kape  off  the 
dog." 

^*  That  must  depend  upon  your  behaviour, 
Misther  Casey,***  uttered  the  smuggler,  fiercely ; 
*^  but  by  the  vestments,  if  you  attempt  to 
deceive  me,  the  creature's  teeth  shall  gnaw  your 
vitals.  Look  to  him,  Nep,  boy;  see  to  him 
well,  ladr 

The  animal^s  tremendous  snarl,  as  he  lifted  his 
lips  and  shewed  his  terrific  fangs,  set  the  trem- 
bling prisoner  begging  for  mercy,  ^<  an^  he^d 
teU  every  thing." 

^'  Speak,  then,"  exclaimed  Feaghan,  as  he 
shook  with  passion ;  **  was  it  the  dwarf  who  set 
you  on  this  hellish  deed  P" 

«<  It^'s  the  althar  thruth,  Captain  Feaghan," 
responded  the  man  ;  *<  it  was,  indeed,  Misther 
Comalius." 

<<  The  villain !"  mutteied  Feaghan.  *<  But 
your  object  was  better  game  than  poor  owld 
Mike?*' 

^  An*  that's  thrue,  too^  captain,^  acknow- 
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kdged  the  man ;  ^*  for  ehure  an'  it  was  ycndf 
that  was  meant  for  mischief.  Oh,  divel  the  lie 
ITlteU.'* 

^*  The  Uack-heorted  monster  !^  exclaimed  the 
smuggler;  '^  yet  what  could  be  his  motive  for 
ao  vile  an  act  ?^  He  paused,  as  if  his  thoughts 
were  n^idly  flying  over  past  events,  and  then 
suddenly  exclaimed,  "  Ha !  I  have  it  now ;" 
and  grasping  the  fellow  by  the  collar,  with  Nep- 
tune dose  in  the  rear,  be  hurriedly  advanced  to 
the  spot  where  poor  Mike  Hagan  laid.  Gentfy 
raising  the  wounded  man,  ^'  An'  how  is  it  vrith 
you,  Mike  T  said  he ;  **  the  Baccah  has  sent  you 
a  pretty  present,  Mike,  and  sorrow  the  sowl  to 
wake  you,  or  cry  '  piUalloo !'  over  you.'*  The 
unjGortunate  man  shook  his  head«  <<  Speak,  then, 
Mike— oh,  you  must  speak."  Another  shake  of 
the  head.  ^^  By  the  holy  saints,  but  you  mustl" 
persisted  Feaghan,  in  wild  but  determined  man* 
ner.  <^  The  boy^  Mike— -the  boy!  Is  he  gone 
in  the  cutter  ?  You  must  know,  owld  man,  and 
I  will  have  the  truth."    But  Mike  could  not 
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articulate  a  word;  he  waved  his  hand  downwards 
to  the  cove,  and  then  closed  his  eyes  apparently 
in  death.  ^^  Ha !  is  it  so  P  what,  killed  ? — mur- 
dered ?  Then  will  I  live  for  revenge ;  and  every 
limb  and  sinew  of  that  hideous  deformity  shall 
suffer  a  thousand  deaths  in  one.  Til  do  it — I'll 
doit!**  shrieked  the  agitated  man. 

Again  the  sound  of  voices  was  heard;  the 
dog  listened,  but  gave  no  indications  of  alarm. 
'*  Good  Nep,^  said  Feaghan,  '*  they  are  friends, 
then;**  the  creature  looked  expressively  in  his 
master's  face  and  wagged  his  tail ;  '*  but  friends 
may  be  fSslse ;  the  villain,  the  murderous  vil- 
lain!'* continued  the  smuggler,  taking  up  the 
musket ;  <<  oh  that  I  had  him  now  within  reach  of 
this.  But  he  shall  be  paid  back  in  his  own  coin.'' 

In  a  few  minutes,  several  of  the  revellers,  who 
had  joined  the  debauch  of  the  smugglers  at  the 
oove  the  previous  night,  and  had  assisted  the 
cutter's  men  in  getting  her  to  sea  that  morning, 
aaeended  the  mountain.  They  were  well  known 
to  Feaghan,  and  from  them  he  learned  the  par- 
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ticulars  of  the  affray  thai  had  taken  place;  the 
further  injury  sustained   by  O^Rafferty  firoffl 
Mike's  stick ;  the  orders  which  Hagan  brought 
for  going  to  sea,  and  Peterson^s  compliance  with 
that  order,  as  well  as  his  waiting  till  thelfist  poa- 
siUe  moment  for  the  captain's  return.    But  they 
knew  nothing  of  any  child ;  none  had  been  Bern 
by  them,  nor  were  tbey  in  any  way  aware  that 
children  had  been  aboard.    The  captain  briefly 
rdated  the  snare  that  had  been  laid  for  him 
(though  without  naming  the  principal  concerned 
in  it),  and  then  engaged  the  men  to  oanwey  poor 
Mike  and  the  prisoner  to  Hagan'*s  hut. 

**  Jkn!"  we^ll  take  the  rascally  informer  with  all 
the  pleasure  in  life,^  uttered  cme  of  the  partyi 
seising  hold  of  Casey  and  actually  biting  off 
Un  left  ear,  which  he  qpit  out  amongst  his  ctai* 
rades,  exclaiming,  ^Mt^s  the  swatest  mouthful 
Vye  had  for  many  a  long  day."^ 

The  unfortunate  fellow  roared  with  the  p^in, 
Mid^b^gged  most  piteously  for  Feaghan  to  affiord 

him  protection ;  but  the  outlaw  turned  from  him 
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in  disgust,  and  Casey  sunk  upon  the  ground  as 
if  he  wished  to  shrink  into  a  senseless  mass,  so  that 
he  might  escape  the  yells  and  taunts  of  his  per- 
secutors. But  he  was  not  suffered  to  remain  pros- 
trate ;  they  goaded  him  with  knives  to  make  him 
get  up,  and,  Hagan  having  been  lifted  carefully 
on  the  shoulders  of  three  men,  the  wretched  pri- 
soner was  dragged  along  after  him  to  the  hut. 
Here  Mike  was  extended  on  his  pallet  speech- 
less; and  Feaghan  questioning  the  men  who 
had  come  from  the  cove,  found  them  determined 
to  wreak  summary  vengeance  on  the  prisoner. 

A  doctor  was  too  important  a  personage  to  be 
found  in  that  wild  district,  and  therefore  per- 
sons were  despatched  to  inform  the  dwarf  of 
Hagan*8  condition,  but  without  stating  what 
had  actually  occurred.  Feaghan  longed  to  get 
ComeliuB  within  his  power,  that  he  might  tax 
him  with  his  treachery :  but  scarcely  had  the 
messengers  departed,  when  a  man  arrived,  in 
almost  breathless  haste,  to  give  them  the  intelli- 
gence  that  a  party  of  soldiers  and  police  were 
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coming  across  the  mountain.  There  was  then 
no  time  to  be  lost ;  one  of  the  least  suspected 
was  appointed  to  remain  with  old  Mike,  and  the 
rest,  taking  the  prisoner  with  them,  struck  into 
the  most  unfrequented  passes,  and  disappeared. 

In  a  very  short  time  afterwards  a  body  of 
troops  and  police  fiUed  the  hut,  and  at  their 
head  was  the  dwarf,  who  afiected  great  surprise 
and  anger  when  informed  that  Mike  had  been 
assassinated. 

'*  And  where  and  who  are  the  miscreants  that 
have  thus  perpetrated  one  of  the  worst  of  human 
crimes  P""  exdauned  the  dwarf. 

^*  Meself  dunna,**  answered  the  man,  with  a 
look  of  assumed  stupidity,  and  then,  in  as  con- 
fused a  manner  as  possible^  he  detailed  the 
affiiir,  that  Hagan  had  been  shot  by  two  men 
(both  balls  had  taken  effect), '  and  had  been 
found  speechless  by  himself  and  companions, 
some  of  whom  had  gone  to  inform  Mr.  Come> 
lius,  whilst  others  were  escorting  the  prisoner  to 
the  magistrate. 
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^^Did  he  name  who  it  was  that  set  these 
fellows  on  to  do  the  deed  ?^  asked  the  dwarf. 

^*  Uivel  a  name  he  spoke  at  all,  yer  honor/* 
answered  the  roan  with  vehemence. 

**  Are  you  certain  of  that  ?'^  inquired  the 
dwarf,  fixing  his  keen  gaze  upon  the  counte- 
nance of  Malone. 

"  Sartin — sure,  yer  honor,"  responded  Ma- 
lone  ;  ^^  I'll  take  a  thousand  oaths  meself  never 
harde  him  name  a  living  crature,  barring  as  he 
sed  he  knowed  who  it  was,  and  would  take  his 
revenge." 

A  scowl  of  contempt  passed  over  the  features 
of  the  dwarf,  whilst  he  still  continued  to  fix  his 
intense  gaze  on  the  man,  as  if  he  would  pene- 
trate into  the  very  recesses  of  his  heart  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  his  venudty.  <'  Malone," 
said  he,  in  a  low  deep  tone,  *^  did  he  not  name 
me?* 

^  Oh  divel  the  name  he  named  at  all,  yer 
hoDor,^-good,  bad,  or  indifiSerent,"  boldly  an- 
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swered  the  man.  ^^  Shure,  an^  why  should  he 
name  you^  and  you  both  sich  friends  ?^ 

^*  True,  true,^  exclaimed  the  dwarf,  whilst  a 
smile  of  derision  curled  his  lip ;  ^^  yet,  Malone, 
we  are  often  apt  to  speak  of  our  friends  rather 
than  our  enemies.^ 

**  May  be  so,  yer  honor,^  responded  the  man, 
with  firmness,  '^  but  1^11  swear  he  never  named 
nobody.'*' 

^*  I  am  sorry  for  it,"^  said  the  dwarf,  with 
well-assumed  regret,  ^^for  I  was  in  hopes  we 
should  have  been  enabled  to  discover  who  it  was 
that  employed  these  men,  or  whether  they  had 
any  private  pique  against  poor  Mike.  I  will 
just  speak  to  the  officer,  and  then  return.'"  He 
walked  to  the  outside  of  the  hut,  and  calling 
Mr.  Williams  away  from  the  men — *^  I  have 
reason  to  believe,^  said  he,  ^^  that  the  notorious 
Smasher,  for  whose  head  £W0  reward  is  offeredt 
and  whom  we  have  come  out  to  seek,  has  recently 
left  this  place.  He  cannot  be  far  off — mort 
likely  descended  to  the  cove.     "Will  you  leave  a 

VOL.    II.  c 
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portion  of  the  men  with  me,  and,  taking  the  rest 
yourself,  pursue  the  fugitive?  The  wounded  man 
shall  he  removed  where  he  can  have  proper 
attendance.  I  will  see  to  that,  and  do  not  let  a 
mistaken  lenity  induce  you  to  spare  the  culprit ; 
it  is  his  hand  that  has  smote  poor  Hagan,  I  fear, 
to  death.  But  hasten,  Mr.  Williams ;  spread 
out  your  men,  but  beware  of  ambush.  Fire  at 
him  wherever  you  may  see  him,  that  he  may  n<i 
longer  remain  the  terror  of  our  coast.*" 

The  yoimg  officer  immediately  adopted  the 
suggestions,  and,  detaching  a  party  of  his  men, 
he  proceeded  down  the  mountain,  whilst  the 
dwarf  returned  to  the  pallet  of  the  apparently 
dying  man.  ^^And  so,  Malone,  it  is  Casey 
they  have  carried  off;  do  ye  think  they  mean 
him  mischief?^' 

**  Sbiire,  an^  how  is  it  posidble  for  me  to  tell  what 
they  manc?^  returned  the  other;  '^yer  honor 
knows  the  ways  of  the  boys,  and  may  be  they'll 
procthcH'  him  far  his  turning  traithor;  theyll 
dit  his  nose,  and  pickle  his  ears — that^s  the  one 
he  wears.'' 
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At  this  moment  a  wild,  unnatural  jM  was 
heard,  and  the  next  instant  a  man  rushed  into 
the  hut,  threw  himself  before  the  dwarf,  and 
clung  to  his  knees ;  his  clothes  were  neariy  torn 
from  his  back,  and  the  blood  came  streaniing 
from  several  wounds  in  his  head,  whilst  his 
nostrils  on  either  side  were  split  asunder  from 
top  to  bottom.  **  Save  me,  save  me,  Misther 
Comalius — for  the  love  of  Christ,  save  me,** 
shrieked  he,  and  the  voice  told  them  it  was 
Casey. 

The  hut  was  immediatelj  filled  hj  the  party 
Ml  bdiind,  and  they  witnessed  the  dwarf  spum- 
ing the  suppliant  away.  **  Hold  off,  ye  villain ;'' 
said  he,  ^^  look  at  your  infernal  deed,^*  and  he 
pointed  to  the  body  of  Hagan;  *^you  are  a 
murderer— -a  base  murderer ;  my  very  soul  scorns 
you.  Serjeant !  bind  him,  and  let  execution  be 
done  at  once.^ 

Casey  seemed  completely  paralyzed,  aa  he 
heard  these  invectives  and  commands ;  he  neither 
spoke  nor  moved  till  the  serjeant  grasped  his 
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arm,  when,  once  more  throwing  himself  before 
the  dwarf,  he  uttered  in  the  most  piercing  ac- 
cents, '^  Oh,  Misther  Comalius,  sure,  an"*  jer  not 
maneing  what  you  say ;  It^s  yerself  as  knows 
who  set  us  on    ■   '^ 

*^  Drag  him  away,^  screamed  the  dwarf,  trem- 
bling with  either  rage  or  alarm ;  *^  gag  him — 
bind  him — take  him  out  in  front,  and  let  him«-> 
die.'' 

*<  Misther  Comalius,  dear,""  shrieked  the  man, 
"  for  the  love  of  mercy,  don^t  dhrive  me  to  de- 
shpair ;  I\e  niver  split,  nor  niver  will,  ownly 
save  me.^  The  scddiers  seized  hold  of  him  as 
he  struggled  to  get  free.  "  By  the  howly  cross 
I  swear  111  tell  all ;  Misther  Comalius,  ye  dare 
not "^ 

*'  Gag  him,  I  say^^  shouted  the  dwarf,  as  he 
stamped  his  foot  upon  the  rocky  floor  with  mge. 
**  Place  him  on  yon  crag,  and  let  instant  justice 
hedone.^ 

« It  wa»  yeirmslft  Mm— ^  What  more  Casey 
would  have  said  was  lost^  fbr  a  gag  was  instantly 
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thrust  into  his  mouth,  and  he  was  dragged  to 
the  projecting  crag,  from  whidi  his  comrade  had 
been  burled,  and  commanded  to  kneel ;  but  no 
persuasions,  no  inducements,  no  threats,  no  tor- 
ture, could  enforce  compliance;  be  stretched 
himself  at  full  length,  and  though  raised  up 
rqieatedly,  yet  again  threw  himself  prostrate 
when  the  parties  left  him. 

*^  It  must  be  done  where  he  is,  seijeant,^  said 
the  dwarf;  ^^  draw  your  men  up,  and  fire  at  him 
as  he  lies.^* 

^  I  hardly  know,  your  honour,***  said  the  Ser- 
jeant ;  ^  I'^ve  been  thinking  that  my  officer  is 
not  hereto  command,  and,  without  any  disreqpect 
to  your  honour,  I  should  rather  wait  till  he 
comes. 

^  Am  not  I  a  magistrate,  sir,*^  demanded  the 
dwarf,  angrily,  **  bearing  the  King's  oommis- 
sion,  and  will  you  dare  refuse  to  obey  me  ?  :  On 
my  head  let  the  responsibility  rest ;  I  shfU  be 
ready  to  answer  it«  I  am  discharging  a  painiiil 
duty,  but  it  must  be  done.'' 


•   V 
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Casey  could  hear  this  conversation,  and  lie 
laid  in  fareathlesB  uience  listening,  but  casting 
an  imploring  look  towards  the  dwarf,  as  well  as 
his  blood-stained  and  mutilated  countenance 
would  let  him. 

'^Obedience  belongs  to  a  subordinate,  sir,"** 
said  the  serjeant,  ^'  and  as  I  am  ordered  to  act 
under  the  civil  power,  I  have  no  alternative. 
But  may  I  not  plead  for  the  poor  fellow — ^ 

"  And  become  an  enemy  to  your  country, 
Serjeant,^  screamed  the  dwarf;  ^^  I  must  re- 
port your  contumacy,  and  should  the  fellow 
escape,  you  know  your  doom."*^ 

The  Serjeant  turned  hurriedly  away.  '^  To 
the  right  face — niarch,*^  exclaimed  he  to  his 
men ;  *'  halt,'*  as  they  gained  the  front  of  the 
hut ;  **  make  ready—  present^fire." 

Cas^,  who  had  watched  the  whole  proceed- 
ings, shrunk  up  together  as  he  saw  the  soldiers 
bring  their  firelocks  to  <<  make  ready,"  and  then, 
aa  if  wild  with  affright,  be  rolled  over  till  his 
body  was  on  the  extreme  veige  of  the  crag ;  the^ 
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cnracking  discharge  echoed  amongst  the  cUfiis— 
the  sacrificed  wretch  sprang  from  the  ground-— 
there  was  a  wild  and  horrible  yell,  and  the  de* 
soending  corpse  flew  through  the  air  to  join  that 
of  his  comrade  of  the  morning,  in  the  waters  of 
the  cove. 

The  soldiers,  as  if  accustomed  to  such  specta- 
cles, reloaded  their  pieces  like  automatons,  and 
then,  by  command  of  the  sergeant,  stood  ^^at 


«» 


"  We  could  not  have  got  that  fellow  through 
these  mountains  alive,  seijeant,*'  said  the  dwarf. 
*^  It  is  a  melancholy  and  painful  duty ;  my  very 
heart  sickens  at  such  executions — ^but  they  are 
requisite  in  a  wild  and  lawless  district  like  this. 
Detach  six  of  your  men,  and  six  of  the  police 
force,  and  let  them  convey  the  wounded  Hagan, 
on  his  truckle  bed  as  he  lies,  to  the  nearest  bar^ 
rack  station,  and  send  for  Doctor  Macneish  im* 
mediately  that  they  arrive.  This  is  not  peao&^ 
ful  England,  Serjeant ;  keep  the  men  in  com* 
pact  order,  their  arms  in  readiness  for  instant 


iM^  '^cs7  ftnie  of  CTTWr  omt  (r*iai«  *«weM*«t 
i^emy.  SohI  the  enrvjni  aiih  t^  Atttet«i»Bt- 
^kI  fi*«  him  fx^miv^  'vnitr*  thai  be  afian<  do 
oae  to  «ra(;i|V,  V^jt  that  ««a-v  man  l»«e  iut 
mudket  lrj«MWl  anri  rtH  eye  uprn  tbc  alou  for 
ttMTft  ikn  «fiint«  in  thrw  mountaiiK  ■>  udUii> 
aMc  M  lt>«  of  the  hy«TM.  I  *ha}l  fiMlov  Sir. 
Williams  al'jnr,  l<«V)ng  ibe  other  portion  of  the 
mni  at  a  f»«nt  vhich  will  cmiinand  an  impor- 
tant pkM.  !y>  hut«n,  MTJeant,  and  let  the 
lbinf(  be  promptly  (Ifme." 

WitUiut  be^tationur  r|ue!itiMiing,the8eiieant 
uheyeil,  aiK)  in  a  few  minutes  Mike's  hut  was 
<leatTt«d.  The  dwarf,  accompanied  by  the  resi- 
due of  the  force,  dettcended  the  mountain ;  and 
leaving  the  wrjeant  at  the  place  he  had  men- 
tioned, he  went  forward  alone.  But  instead  of 
tracing  the  downward  track,  no  looner  had  he 
turned  an  angle  uf  the  rock  that  obscured  him 
frum  olwervation,  than  he  hastily  began  tu  re- 
■Mend  through  several  clefla  and  by  a  tortuous 
IMMige,  when  suddenly  stopping  be&rc  a  sort 
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of  glaciar  that  shewed  a  smooth  sur&oe  outside, 
he  looked  earnestly  but  rapidly  around  him ;  he 
then  gave  a  bound  from  his  feet,  cleared  the  &ce 
of  the  crag,  and  entered  tiie  concealed  and  secret 
passage  to  the  cave. 

*^  This  has  been  a  desperate  moming^s  workT 
uttered  he  to  himself,  as  he  groped  his  way, 
sometimes  in  darkness,  and  at  other  times  faintly 
lighted  from  holes  broken  out  in  the  rock.  ^^  A 
desperate  moming'^s  work,  truly !  And  how 
stands  the  reckoning  ?  I  released  Feaghan  be- 
cause he  could  give  dangerous  testimony  against 
me  if  brought  to  trial,  and  would  not  fail  to  do 
so  if  I  urged  him  on  to  desperation.  Two  men 
are  employed  to  trace  his  steps,  and  deprive  him 
of  existence ;  his  being  an  outlaw  would  exonerate 
them,  and  I  should  have  got  rid  of  my  enemy. 
The  scheme  fails  as  it  regards  Feaghan,  though 
Mike,  I  trust,  is  laid  at  rest ;  and  if  he  has  suc- 
ceeded with  the  boy — ha,  ha,  ha  !^  He  laughed 
wildly.  *^  Tve  yet  another  task  to  perform,  and 
then  I  can  sleep  in  peace.     Perhaps  I  might  have 

c  5 


leased  hini,  and  he  has  no  doubt  heard  from 
Smasher  of  my  seeming  treachery.  It  was 
duty  as  a  magistrate  to  send  them  after  the  < 
law ;  but  then  ugly  questions  might  haw  I 
asked  had  Casey  lived.  He  is  now  in  eten 
for  shooting  an  assKfant  of  the  magiatiacy  ; 
district  is  proclaimed ;  he  is  found  with  arm 
thenffore  I  have  but  executed  summary  jui 
on  a  wilful  murderer,  which  mycommisrinn 
powers  me  to  da  At  all  events,  they  oanre^ 
nothingnow  of  their  having  sworn  folsely;  thai 
so  far,  to  Feaghan  and  the  soldierSi  Nowtifi 
liams  can  but  kill  the  Smasher,  who  have  1 
fear?  Nonebutthosewhonuy  easily  be  sikno 
He  entered  the  cavern,  which  was  lighted 
small  apertures,  opening  on  a  perpeodioular  i 
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proudly  aitnind,  and  then  furoceeded  onwards. 
**  Silks  and  vdveCs  of  the  richest  qualities  !  But 
Where's  the  boy  ?''  He  lowered  his  voice  to  an 
audiUe  whisper.  *<  Can  Hagan  have  failed  in 
his  enterprize  ?  Perhaps  he  is  in  the  cavity  at 
the  hut.**  He  approached  where  some  loose 
sails  and  cotton  cloths  were  spread;  his  eye 
lightened  up  with  infernal  delight — the  blood 
rushed  to  his  cheeks,  and  suffused  them  with 
crimson;  he  clutdied  his  hands  together,  and 
set  bis  grinding  teeth  ~  for  there  lay  the  uncon- 
scious child,  sweetly  reposing  in  a  tranquil 
sleep.  The  dwarf  did  not  stir  for  several 
minutes ;  he  seemed  to  banquet  his  sight  on  the 
pretty  lad ;  and  frequently  the  long  white 
fingers  of  his  large  but  delicate  hands  were 
thrust  into  his  black  bushy  hair,  and  pressed 
upon  his  forehead.  But  he  did  not  speak ;  he 
scarcely  breatlied;  every  faculty  seemed  ab- 
sorbed in  contemplating  the  deed  he  had  deter-^ 
mined  to  perform. 

At  length  he  cautiously  and  noiselessly  walked 


to  and  fro  througli  the  eye,  so  as  to  cause 
slip  easily  when  hauled  upon.  Having  a 
tainedy  by  attaching  a  wdghti  that  no  stif 
remained,  he  again  advanced  towards  the  a 
ing  boy.  He  then  laid  aside  his  doak  and 
turned  up  the  sleeves  of  his  ooat,  and  stood 
all  his  unnatural  deformity  feveated! 

In  one  hand  he  held  the  running  noose^  n 
the  other  retained  the  slack  part  of  die  si 
now  converted  into  a  single  rope,  whilst 
shook  with  the  tremor  of  his  whole  ^nmt,  81 
he  bent  down  over  the  diild,  with  the  intei 
of  passing  the  noose  over  his  head ;  but  die 
fellow,  probably  disturbed  by  dreams,  mo 
and  turned  himself  round,  yet  without  awal 
The  coward  shrunk  back,  and  stood  ill  \m 
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over  him.  The  flush  of  delight  had  faded  from 
the  dwarfs  cheeks,  which  were  now  spread  with 
a  pallid  hue  approaching  to  an  ashy  whiteness; 
his  large  full  eyes  glared  wildly  on  his  victim ; 
yet  he  remained  for  some  time  as  if  irresolute- 
convulsive  spasms  contorting  his  features,  and 
givmg  him  the  appearance  of  a  demon. 

**  It  must  be  done,'*  whispered  he.  ^*  Have  I 
not  longed  for  an  opportunity  like  this — here — 
alone— in  secret— with  no  eye  to  bear  evidence 
against  me?  Why,  then,  do  I  delay?  Aid 
me,  ye  fiends  of  hate!  Nen-e  my  arms,  ye 
restless  spirits  of  evil  !**  He  darted  on  the 
child,  clutched  him  by  the  throat,  and  whikt 
his  horrible  laugh  was  answered  in  shrill  echoes 
through  the  cave,  the  noose  was  passed  over  the 
head  of  the  struggling  boy,  who  had  not  the 
power  to  cry  out.  It  was  drawn  quickly  and 
tightly  round  his  neck  ;  but  the  monster  had 
not  sufficient  nerve  to  retain  it  in  that  position, 
for  his  trembling  limbs  refused  to  perform  the 
offices  of  strength ;  his  eyes  grew  glazed  and 
dim,  and  the  child  was  stoutly  wrestling  to  get 
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free.  But,  suddenly,  the  dwarf  caught  the  child 
in  his  arms ;  he  tightened  the  noose  with  all  the 
power  he  was  able  to  exert ;  the  work  of  stran- 
gulation was  rapidly  going  on — when,  walking 
as  fast  as  his  trepidation  would  allow,  he  gained 
the  hole  which  formed  the  passage  to  the  outer 
cavern  that  was  overflowed  with  water  from  the 
sea.  Here,  then,  he  lowered  the  body  to  the 
full  length  of  the  rope,  retaining  the  end  clutched 
tightly  in  his  hands.  It  shook  with  the  death- 
throes  of  the  lad ;  but  they  became  less  and  less 
violent  as  life  escaped.  The  dwarf  did  not  dare 
bend  over  the  rock,  to  witness  the  expiring 
agony  of  die  dying  innocent ;  but,  when  about 
to  haul  the  body  up  to  complete  his  sanguinary 
purpose,  he  beheld  a  fearful  commotion  in  the 
waters  below ;  and  a  voice  shouted,  or  rather 
shrieked,  •*  Murder — villain — ^murder !"  The 
words  reverberated  through  the  cavern;  the 
dwarf  quitted  his  hold  of  the  rope  and  fied,  and 
the  dead  body  of  the  child  descended  heavily 
into  the  liquid  element 
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CHAPTER  II. 


**  Suppose  a  sinner  in  an  hour  of  gloom, 
And  let  a  ghost  with  all  its  horrors  come; 
From  lips  unmoved  let  solemn  accents  flow, 
Solemn  his  gesture  be,  his  motion  slow ; 
Let  the  waved  hand  and  threatening  look  impart 
Truth  to  the  mind,  and  terror  to  the  heart ; 
And  when  the  form  is  fading  to  the  view, 
Let  the  convicted  man  cry,  *  This  is  true  I'  " 

Cbabbk. 


Wksn  Feaghan  quitted  the  hut  of  old  Mike 
with  the  lawless  company  that  bad  joined  hioUt 
they  separated  into  divisions  of  twos  and  threes^ 
taking  the  most  secret  routes  to  places  of  con- 
cealment^  and  appointing  to  meet  again  at  nigfat 
in  a  spot  well  known  to  all.  With  one  of  these 
detachments  went  the  prisoner  Casey,  having  hi* 
arms  secured  by  the  strap  already  mentioned ; 
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but  as  this  impeded  their  progress,  they  released 
his  arms,  and  shifted  the  strap  to  his  neck. 

"  You  thafe  o'  the  world!"  exclaimed  one  of 
his  guards,  ^^  an*  it's  shooting  at  honest  men 
you'd  be!  Bad  scran  to  your  ugly  mouth,  that's 
ownly  fit  to  dthrink  spoon«mate!*'  And  he 
lugged  him  along  by  the  strap,  so  as  nearly  to 
throttle  him. 

**  Aisey,  Jemmy — aisey,"  uttered  Casey,  im- 
ploringly ;  ^^  times  has  Inx^n  when  we  were 
betther  cronies  than  we  are  now.** 

"  Out!  ye  dhioul's  baby,"  responded  the 
other;  ^*  an'  whose  fault  is  it  we're  not  cn)nies 
still  ?  Come  along  wid  yer,  and  none  o'  your 
besaching  blarney.  Small  mercy  would  you 
share  to  me  and  us,  to  change  places.  Ar'n't 
you  a  purty  villain  now  .^" 

^'  Well,  Jemmy,  an'  what  if  I  o«  ns  my  fault  .^' ' 
ur|i;ed  Casey,  with  persuasive  accents ;  *^  what, 
if  I  coofess  roy  sins,  and  promise  to  do  betther 
in  future?" 

'*  Own  your  fault,  is  it  you  mane  ?" 
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Jemmy,  <<  with  a  look  of  contempt ;  **  oh  then 
Misther  Casey,  you  may  spare  your  tongue  the 
throuble,  seeing  there's  no  occasion  in  life  for 
that  same — ^And  as  for  the  future — don't  min- 
tion  it ;  may-be  we  won't  take  special  care  of 
that  any  how — ^it  isn't  much  future  as  ^ull 
come  to  your  share." 

*^  You  surely  cannot  intend  to  murder  me, 
Jemmy,"  said  the  prisoner  in  a  tone  of  deprecar 
doH.  **'  No — no,  you  cannot  mane  that !  Ounly 
think  of  my  poor  fatherless  babes  and  the  mo- 
ther as  bore  'em — the  cries  of  the  childther  and 
the  wail  of  the  woman  who  owns  'em.  Jemmy." 

^  By  the  howly,  but  its  yertelf  should  have 
thought  of  that  when  you  turned  thndtof) 
Casey,"  said  the  other,  reproachfully.  **  How 
much  did  ye  sell  your  sowl  for,  ye  bom  rascal  f^ 

Casey  thrust  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  and 
produced  the  guinea  received  from  the  dwttrf. 
^  Take  it.  Jemmy — ^take  all  I  have,"  exclaimed 
the  prisoner,  **  ounly  give  me  a  chance  once 
more ;  do  take  it,  Jemmy,  in  regard  o'  ftind- 
ship  then." 
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The  man  keenly  eyed  the  gold,  whilst 
struggling  with  something  like  repugnance  at 
the  offer ;  for  it  seemed  the  price  of  blood.  **  No, 
thank  you,  Casey — och,  an  I  won*t  touch  it — 
shall  I  Darby  r 

"  Its  lawful  coin,"  answered  his  comrade, 
*^  an'  what  for  shouldn't  we  take  it  P  It  *s  no 
counterfate,  Casey;"  he  extended  his  hand  to- 
wards  the  prisoner  to  receive  the  guinea,  but 
Jemmy  instantly  prevented  his  design  by  seizing 
it  himself. 

•*  Thrue  for  you  my  boy — the  money's  good 
money  and  lawful  money,"  said  Jemmy  as  he 
clapped  the  guinea  into  his  mouth,  *^  it  'ull  be 
sweet  to  the  belly,  however  bitter  to  the  tashte." 

'*  You'll  befriend  me  then  and  let  me  go," 
uttered  Casey  in  a  voice  of  mingled  suspicion 
and  entreaty. 

**  Your  sowl  to  the  dhioul !"  growled  Darby, 
vexed  with  not  having  been  the  first  to  secure 
the  gcdden  prize,  **  is  it  sdl  oursdves,  do  ye 
think  we  would?    The  guinea's  ours  by  right 
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of  capture,  not  by  deed  of  gift.  What  mare 
have  you  ?" 

<^  Sorrow  the  scurragh  have  I  left,"  answercd 
Casey  deploringly.  ^*  But  sbure,  boys,  you'll 
do  me  no  harm — and  me  the  ftither  of  a  wile 
and  five  childther/' 

^<  Howld  your  rogue's  tongue,  and  don*t  think 
to  put  yer  commether  upon  us,"  said  Jemmy. 

^^  Arrah  Darby,  what  shall  us  do  wid  him  ?*^ 

*^  The  sooner  we  're  quit  of  the  villain  the 
better  for  all  of  us,"  returned  Darby,  wiih 
savage  sternness;  *^  if  he 's  to  swing,  why  not  do 
it  at  onest,  and  put  him  out  o'  suspense." 

^  Och  murther,  but  it 's  putting  him  into 
suspense  we'd  be.  Darby,  if  he  swings,"  said 
Jemmy,  laughing  in  reckless  glee  at  his  un- 
natural joke. 

^  Bother !""  ejaculated  Darby,  angrily,  <<  ai- 
ther  let  him  swing  or  not  svring ;  an  if  he 's  not 
to  swing,  why  then  give  him  a  regular  dischai^, 
and  make  my  mark  to  it.*^ 

«<  Och  Darby,  but  it  *&  the  broth  of  a  boj 
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you  'd  make  for  a  lawyer,"  said  Jemmy,  laughing, 
"  May  ye  live  to  rise  from  the  bar  any  how." 

They  now  entered  upon  an  open  space  where 
nature  had  formed  a  sort  of  amphitheatre,  and 
where  several  of  their  comrades,  who  had  been 
unencumbered  in  their  flight,  had  arrived  before 
them.  "  It 's  here  we  are  then,"  said  Jemmy, 
•*  and  the  boys  to  the  fore." 

Nearly  a  dozen  men  were  thus  assembled,  or 
rather  grouped  together,  in  small  parties,  de- 
bating upon  some  knotty  point ;  and  knotty  in- 
deed it  was,  for  their  own  personal  safety  was 
the  subject,  each  contending  for  a  different 
course  to  be  pursued  as  the  most  effectual  to- 
avoid  collision  with  the  troops,  who  they  were 
well  aware  would  not  be  sent  to  the  mountains 
but  in  strong  force.  At  last,  after  some  general 
debate,  it  was  decided  to  separate,  and  steal  oft' 
the  best  way  they  could. 

*<An'  what '11  we  do  with  the  rascally  in- 
former,  that  'ud  bethray  his  own  brother  for  a 
irppenny  r*  exclaimed  one  of  the  men. 
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<*  Do  wid  him  ?"  bellowed  Darby,  as  he 
thrust  his  liand  into  his  breast  and  withdrew  it 
again  instantly  ;  then  seizing  the  wretched  pri* 
8oner,.who  locJced  the  very  iinage  of  despair  and 
was  unable  to  resist,  with  a  sharp  razor-like 
knife  he  severed  the  remaining  ear  from  Casey's 
head.  A  piercing  shriek  arose  as  the  blood 
gushed  out,  and  the  man,  springing  at  Darby, 
caught  him  firmly  in  his  arms,  and  hurled  him 
with  Yiolence  to  the  craggy  ground  on  which 
they  had  been  standing;  but  Casey  was  instantly 
secured,  and  Darby,  writhing  with  pain  and 
uttering  imprecations,  once  more  gained  his  feet. 
^  He  grinned  with  savage  fierceness  on  the  man, 
and,  whilst  his  comrades  held  the  mutilated 
wretch's  arms,  the  barbarous  villain  with  a  fiend- 
ish glee  proceeded  to  slit  the  nostrils  of  the  cap- 
tive. *^  Its  purty  you  look,  Misther  Casey,"  said 
he;  ^<and  shure  your  childther  wouldn't  know 
their  daddy  this  blessed  morning;"  one  nottg} 
was  cut ;  <^  but  this  side  is  grinning  at  the  other, 
faith,  but  we  must  sarve  them  both  alike,"  .and 


46  HAMILTON  KING. 

he  {lerformed  a  similar  operation  on  the  opposite 
nostril.  "  Divel  another  plot  yell  ever  smell 
again  with  that  thave's  nose  of  your's,  my  dar- 
Itn:  oh!  it*s  a  beautiful  cratur  ye  make,"  and  he 
drew  back  to  look  at  his  unfortunate  victim,  n% 
the  red  stream  ran  down  his  face,  and  rendered 
him  a  hideous  and  revolting  spectacle. 

At  this  moment  the  report  of  fire-anns  close 
to  their  retreat,  came  in  pealing  echoes  to  their 
ears,  and  the  next  instant,  almost  as  if  by  magic, 
the  place  was  deserted,  except  by  the  mutilated 
Casey,  who  shrank  in  between  two  rocks,  dread- 
ing that  he  might  be  taken  for  one  of  the  rebels 
and  fired  at  by  the  soldiers.  There  he  remained  # 
till  the  din  of  war  had  rolled  further  away,  when, 
creeping  out,  he  hurried  back  to  Mike's  hut,  and 
met  with  the  fate  which  has  already  been  described. 

The  firing  that  had  been  heard  was  from 
some  of  the  men  bdonging  to  the  detachment  of 
Mr.  Williams^  who  bad  fallen  in  with  a  few 
of  the  Bmuggler*!  party,  amoagat  whom  was 
Faaghan  bimadf.    They  had  oome  npoa  them 
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unawares  in  a  narrow  de61e ;  a  sharp  but  short 
conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  Smasher  received 
another  wound ;  but  finding  that  he  was  likely 
to  be  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  made  a  pie* 
dpitate  retreat,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  moun* 
tains  enabled  him  to  get  clear  of  his  pursuers, 
and  conceal  himself  till  they  had  passed.  His 
intention  was  to  try  for  the  secret  passage  to  the 
store-cave,  and,  finding  all  quiet,  he  made  the 
attempt;  but  here  he  came  upon  the  serjeant 
and  his  party,  who  had  been  left  by  the  dwarf, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  run,  whilst  chise  was 
promptly  given  to  the  fugitive. 
.  Beckless  was  Feaghan's  descent  from  crag  to 
crag ;  and  though  nature  was  every  minute  get- 
ting more  and  more  exhausted,  yet  he  still 
rallied  all  his  energies,  and  his  coolness  and  coit- 
rage  seemed  to  increase  in  propcntion  to  the  dif- 
ficulties he  had  to  encounter.  Repeatedly,  as 
his  person  became  exposed  to  his  pursuers,  the 
bullets  whistled  past  him,  but  happily  without 
doing  injury,  and  the  sound  served  to  tpar  him 
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on  to  renewed  exertion.  At  length  he  attained 
the  platform  at  the  cove,  and  presented  a  capital 
mark  for  the  troops  under  Lieutenant  Williams, 
who  were  preparing  to  fire,  but  were  restrained 
by  their  officer,  who,  seeing  that  the  smuggler 
could  have  no  other  retreat  but  the  sea,  was  in 
great  hopes  of  taking  him  prisoner,  to  grace  his 
triumph  on  his  return  to  his  superiors.  Fea- 
ghan  stood  upon  the  verge  of  the  platform,  at  a 
part  that  rather  projected  over  the  water ;  and 
here  he  turned  and  faced  his  enemies,  who  were 
hurriedly  advancing.  There  was  a  stem  deter- 
mination in  his  look  as  he  grasped  a  pistol  he 
had  taken  from  Casey,  and  held  it  extended  as 
if  about  to  spring  the  trigger. 

<*  Surrender,  you  rascal  !^  shouted  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. *'  Surrender  I  or  I  will  immediately  order 
my  men  to  riddle  you  with  balls — make  ready  ! 
present  !'* — and  the  young  officer  fell  prostrate 
from  the  pistol-bullet  of  the  smuggler. 

'<  Fire  !"  shouted  the  next  in  command : 
and   the  ringing  diacharges  of   the  muskeCiy 
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wioMaded  like  a  feu-d^jaie  from  the  eclx)es 
tbot  disturbed  the  silenoe  of  the  core — ^but 
Eeeghan  had  ditappeared — ^he  had  thrown  him- 
aelf  backward  into  the  dear  element — the  soldiers 
believed  it  to  be  the  effect  of  their  fire,  and 
prepared  to  remove  their  o£5cer,  whilst  the 
smuggler  dived,  beneath  the  archway  of  the 
cavern,  that  was  anterior  to  the  store-cave,  and 
emerged  ftom  the  element  just  at  the  time  when 
the  dwarf,  like  a  devil,  was  suspending  the 
expiring  duld  by  the  rope — it  was  the  smuggler 
who  caused  the  commotion  in  the  water  that 
alarmed  Mr.  Comdius,  and  his  was  the  voice 
that  caused  him  to  let  go  his  hold  of  the  rope» 
and  fly  from  what  he  deemed  a  spirit  of  retribu- 
tion, come  to  avenge  the  death  of  the  innocent. 

Feagfaan  swam  towards  the  sinking  body :  he 
adied  it  firmly  in  his  grasp,  and  having  attaine4 
the  steps,  raised  it  on  his  shoulders,  and  carried 
it  to  the  upper  cave.  Why  or  wherefore  he  had 
taken  so  great  a  liking  to  young  Hamilton,  he 
could  not  wdl  define — perhaps  it  was  that  the 
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possession  of  the  lad  would  offer  a  fair  opportu- 
nity for  keeping  the  dwarf  in  constant  subjection 
to  his  own  will,  as  he  believed  himself  to  be  the 
only  depository  of  the  secret  of  the  child's  birth, 
which  had  been  revealed  to  him  by  Hagan, 
whom  he  supposed  was  already  numbered  with 
the  dead.  But  now  he  held  in  his  arms,  he 
feared,  the  breathless  corpse  of  the  child— deep 
anguish  and  bitter  resentment  stung  his  spirit 
almost  to  madness;  he  did  not  attempt  to 
pursue  the  dwarf — though  revenge  prompted 
him  to  do  so— lest  by  leaving  the  boy,  he  might 
throw  away  the  only  chance  that  remained  of 
restoring  animation.  Hurrying  to  the  place 
from  whence  the  lad  had  been  so  recently  taken 
alive  and  well,  he  laid  him  on  the  cloths — a 
sickening  sensation  almost  overpowered  him — 
he  looked  in  the  face,  and,  though  strangu- 
lation had  swelled  and  bloated  the  features,  yet 
he  immediately  recognised — Ned  Jones. 

Vehement  and  wild  was  the  unnatural  laugh 
of  the  smugglei^-but  it  was  only  momentary : 
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for  the  idea  flashed  upon  his  mind,  that  pro- 
bably Hamilton  had  already  been  sacrificed. 
Rushing  back  to  the  entrance  cave,  he  explored 
every  part,  which  he  was  well  enabled  to  do 
through  the  transparency  of  the  water;  but 
foiled  in  his  fearful  expectations,  he  again 
returned  to  the  store-cave,  and,  wearied  out 
with  exertion,  he  drank  a  quantity  of  brandy, 
threw  himsdf  upon  some  canvass,  and,  in  despite 
of  severe  pain  from  the  smarting  of  his  wounds 
caused  by  the  salt  water,  was  soon  in  a  heavy 
but  feverish  sleep. 

The  soldiers  having  raised  their  young  officer, 
who  was  desperately  wounded  in  the  breast,  they 
bore  him  up  the  mountain  towards  Mike^s  hut ; 
but  near  the  spot  where  the  seijeant  had  been 
placed  they  encountered  the  dwarf  without  his 
doak  or  hat ;  his  face  blanched  with  fear,  and 
every  limb  of  his  body  quivering  with  aflHght. 
They  would  have  informed  him  of  the  occur- 
rences that  had  ensued  after  he  had  left  them, 
but  he  was  not  sufficiently  collected  to  attend  to 
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the  detail^  though  he  eagerly  caught  at  the  in- 
formation relative  to  the  supposed  death  of 
Feaghan.  The  seijeant  spoke  to  him  of  the  loss 
of  his  cloak  and  hat ;  but  his  explanations  were 
evasive;  he  shuddered  when  he  looked  upon 
the  inanunate  lieutenant,  and  commanding  the 
party  to  follow  with  all  speed,  he  took  with  him 
four  of  the  police  force  for  protection,  and  hur- 
ried as  fast  as  nature  would  allow  across  the 
mountain. 

Two  different  scenes,  the  result  of  this  adven- 
ture may  now  be  presented  to  the  reader  :  the 
first,  is  a  neat  and  quiet  little  bed-chamber,  with 
simple  furniture,  and  white  draperies;  the  bed, 
according  to  the  French  fiEuhion,  was  in  a  re- 
cess, across  which  a  curtain  was  drawn;  the 
evening  sun  was  shining  through  the  rich  ivy 
that  clustered  over  an  old-fashioned  projecting 
window,  with  diamond  panes,  and  their  shadows 
chequered  the  carpet  on  the  floor  of  the  room. 
There  was  a  degree  of  taste,  and  frequently  of 
elegance,  in  the  arrangements  of  the  a|iartment, 
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though  there  was  nothing  costly,  or  eren  beyond 
the  attainment  of  a  person  in  the  middle  class 
of  life :  there  were  two  sets  of  book-shelves 
covered  with  gieen  silk,  which  being  partly 
undrawn,  displayed  several  choice  volumes  in 
rich  missal  binding ;  water-colour  drawings, 
and  a  few  exquisite  paintings  hung  in  gilt  frames 
against  the  walls ;  the  toilette  was  delicately 
white ;  and  by  itself  in  a  small  recess  with  doors 
stood  an  altar,  with  white  satin  coverlet,  upon 
which  was  a  represoitation  of 'the  crucifixion 
exquisitdy  carved  from  sdid  ivory — an  embl*- 
floned  missal  laid  open  before  it,  at  a  prayer  for 
the  guil^  and  afflicted. 

The  most  profound  stillness  prevailed,  broken 
only  by  the  slight  rustling  of  the  ivy  leavesi  as 
the  gentle  breeze  played  amongst  them,  or  the 
warbling  of  some  bird  that  was  chanting  forth  * 
its  evening  hymn.  A  young  female,  apparenHj 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  was  seated  in  a  chair 
near  the  bed,  and  her  languid  eyes  and  swollen 
cbedcB  bespoke  her  the  child  of  sorrow,  whilst 
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the  handkerchief  which  she  held  in  her  hand,  as 
it  rested  on  her  knee,  indicated  that  grief  was 
still  occasionally  forcing  those  ebullitions  of  its 
strength  which  ease  the  heart,  and  keep  it  from 
utterly  breaking. 

Within  the  bed  lay  one  who  was  deeply,  and 
heavily  breathing,  though  with  quickness  that 
manifested  a  parched  and  fevered  frame — it  was 
a  matter  of  doubt  whether  he  was  sleeping  or 
not — his  eyes  were  glazed  over,  but  staring,  and 
fixed  with  an  unnatural  glow  of  redness  over 
all — his  nostrils  distended  and  dilated  as  he 
respired,  and  his  teeth  were  set  fast  as  if  in  con- 
vulsive agony.  It  was  Feaghan — carefuUy,  ten- 
derly, and  affectionately  watched  by  the  niece 
of  father  OTogharty,  under  whose  roof  he  then 
was — having  been  found  at  daybreak  insensible 
*  in  the  garden  fronting  the  house,  with  a  halter 
in  his  hand,  and  the  dead  body  of  a  child  by 
his  ride. 

We  will  now  take  the  other  picture,  (the 
time  four  and  twenty  hours  earlkr  than  the  last,) 
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and  enter  a  splendid  room  fit  for  the  reception  of 
royalty.  The  curtains  and  drapery  were  made 
of  the  richest  purple  velvet,  bordered  with  broad 
gold  laoe — the  cords  were  also  gold,  with  mas- 
sive bullion  tassels — the  walls  were  splendidly 
adorned  with  exquisite  tapestry,  the  colours  as 
dear  and  as  bright  as  in  the  hour  in  which  it 
was  firsjt  put  up — the  compartments  divided  by 
admirably  wrought  gilt  mouldings.  The  furni- 
ture corresponded  in  magnificence :  the  couches 
and  sofas  were  made  of  the  same  materials  as 
the  curtains ;  an  extremely  valuable  Persian 
carpet  covered  the  floor— marble  tables  upon 
richly  gilt  pedestals  were  arranged  in  differ- 
ent places — a  superb  time-piece  stood  upon 
the  delicately  cut  statuary  of  the  white  marble 
mantle-piece,  and  the  requisites  for  use  were 
manufBCtured  either  in  highly  polished  steel,  siU 
ver,  or  gold,  of  admirable  pattern  and  workman- 
ship. But  there  was  a  gloominess  in  this  gran- 
deur for  want  of  something  lighter  to  relieve  the 
8c»nbre  colour  of  the  purple,  and  it  was  only  when 
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brilliantly  illuminated  that  its  splendour  was 
made  fully  manifest.  Only  one  thing  was  wanted 
to  give  a  finish  of  perfection  to  the  whole-— there 
was  neither  mirror  nor  glass  in  the  room. 

■ 

And  here^upon  a  couch  that  was  canopied  oyer, 
laid  a  misshapen  being,  whilst  crouching  near 
him,  and  anxiously  watching  his  countenance 
through  dim  and  rheumy  eyes,  was  a  very  aged 
female  habited  in  grey  serge — a  hood  passed 
over  her  head,  but  beneath  it  could  be  seen  a 
scanty  mob  cap,  from  which  descended  a  very 
few  long  straggling  hairs  as  white  as  silver. 
Her  checks  were  wrinkled  and  shrunk — her 
open  mouth  displayed  no  teeth,  and  her  whole 
qipearance  would  have  corresponded  with  that 
of  the  ^^  midnight  hags,^  who  divined  the  elevfr' 
tion  of  Macbeth  to  the  kingly  dignity.  These 
were  the  dwarf,  and  the  woman  who  had  nursed 
him  in  his  in&ncy. 

Death  seemed  to  have  passed  hia  cold  and 
corse-like  hands  over  the  face  of  Mr.  Comdiu% 
which  was  ashy  pale^  iriulat  his  full,  dark  and 
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expreniye  eyes  seemed  stardng  from  their 
sodsets  as  thej  restlessly  wandered  over  vacancy. 
Sometimes  his  delicatdy  white  hands  were  spread 
before  his  sight,  as  if  to  shut 'out  mme  horrible 
vision,  and  then  starting  fiom  his  recumbent 
position,  he  uttered  a  wild  shriek,  for  the  hideous 
nfectte  was  still  palpable  to  his  mind's  eye, 
though  the  visual  organs  were  closed. 

^And  she  will  not  come  to  me,^  exdakned 
the  dwarf;  **  no  not  even  to  me,  who  sacrificed 
happineM  here,  and  periUed  salvation  hereafter, 
to  raise  her  to  the  estate  she  wished — O  fool  I 
fool !  what  bad  I  to  do  with  beauty  ?  Who 
would  look  upon  this  hideous  deformity,  with 
eyes  of  love,  or  warm  desire?  Hence,  old  hag-^ 
hence  I  say,  and  drag  her  hither-^et  her  see 
the  dying  contortions  of  that  innocent — ^look  at 
its  writhing  limbs,  and  blackening  features 
Away,  old  fiend !  force  her  hither  to  witness  the 
devoted  worship  of  my    heart  in  the    death 

throes  erf ha--a !  His  there  again,  pale  and 

ghastly— oh  my  soul  sickens  at  a  corpse — take 
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k  away,  you  infernal  wretdi  I  take  it  fimn  wf 
flght,  and  give  me  drink — ay  wine»  wine^  bot 
no  pGuon  in  it!*^  and  he  shrunk  togethar-iai 
the  couch  at  the  yery  thought. 

The  woman  made  him  no  TBflj^  bat  idll 
cootinued  crouching  down,  and  roddng  henelf 
to  and  trOf  when  the  door  of  the  apartmeBt 
opened,  and  a  huly  moat  magnificently  afttupsd 
walked  towards  the  couch  of  the  aufirer. 
Stately  in  persoo,  with  a  figure  ai  perfect  aa  ever 
was  moddled  by  the  master-hand  of  nature^  and 
a  &oe  proudly,  grandly  beautiful,  the  lady  looked 
upon  the  dwarf  as  she  stood  by  his  side.  ^  I 
am  here,  Cornelius,^  said  she,  in  a  coldy  hau^ity 
and  unfeeling  tone ;  <<  what  is  it  you  require?** 

The  dwarf  gazed  upon  her  exquisite  lofdi- 
ncsB  his  eyes  were  brilliant  with  iJiasuiTi  a 
glow  of  crimson  spread  over  his  ftaturca.  ^  Bea- 
trice,^ said  he  in  a  voice  of  thrilling  harmonyy 
*'  Beatricfr-««oh  how  my  very  soul  adores  you  I^ 

«*  I  am  not  come,  sir,  to  hear  love  qMechea,^ 
returned  the  haughty  female;  *<  they  wcra  ever 
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di^giudng  to  me  from  you,  and  you  know  my 
ovcnioa  to  them  was  never  concealed — I  am 
here,  Cornelius,  as  your  wife,  to  fulfil  the  com- 
pact which  united  us.^ 

.  ^'  Oh  I  talk  not  thus  cruelly  and  coldly.  Bear 
tlioe,^  implored  the  dwarf,  and  his  voice  was  like 
the  moaning  of  the  wind  amongst  the  chords  of 
an  aeolian  lyre,  ^^  have  I  not  proved  my  utter 
devotion  to  your  wishes  P*^ 

<*  It  is  a  part  of  our  contract,  sir,^  answered 
the  lady,  preserving  the  same  unfeeling  and  dis- 
cofdant  tone,  approaching  almost  to  masculine 
gruffness,  ^<  and  what  have  you  to  complain  of 
OD  my  part  that  is  unfulfilled  V* 

"  True — true,  Beatrice — ^very  true!"  groaned 
the  dwarf;  "  you  have  adhered  most  feithfully 
to  your  solemn  pledge — it  is  unbroken.  Yet, 
ch!  could  you  tell  what  was  passing  in  my 
heart — could  you  see  its  silent,  yet  intense  wor- 
ship—did you  know  how  my  very  soul  ardently 
loogs  for  one  endearing  expression— one  look  of 
fondncM    ^ 
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The  lady  listened  with  the  same  unmoved 
features,  though  she  drew  heradf  proudly  up, 
as  if  conscious  of  the  influence  of  her  beauty 
over  the  humbled  being  before  her,  as  he  spoke 
of  the  worship  of  his  heart ;  but  when,  in  the 
dulcet  wailings  of  distress,  he  tried  to  awaken 
her  sympathy,  she  eagerly  stopped  him.  ^*  This 
is  sheer  folly,  sir ;  I  never  knew  but  one  that  I 

could  love,  and  he "     A  fiendish  smile,  like 

the  triumph  of  a  fallen  angel,  curled  her  lip, 
and  gave  a  fearful  expression  to  her  features. 
*'  But  you  have  revenged  me,  Cornelius,  and  I  am 
grateful — ^yes,  very  grateful."  Though  her  man- 
ner indicated  any  thing  but  a  corresponding 
feeling  with  her  utterance. 

<*  Oh !  Beatrice,  how  have  I  toiled  unceasingly 
to  win  one  smile  that  could  beam  with  gladness 
on  my  spirit  !**  pleaded  the  d war£  '*  Hope  still 
lured  me  on,  and  bade  me  trust  that  my  anient 
passion  would  soften  your  obduracy  and  repug- 
nance.'' 

**  You  speak  of  impossibilities,  sir,''  returned 
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the  lady;  **  I  listened  to  your  suit  with  loathing, 
and  you  knew  it.  A  mistaken  feeling  of  revenge 
upon  another  induced  me  to  listen  at  all — ^for, 
however  harmonious  the  music,  the  instrument 
was  my  aversion.  I  acceded  to  your  requests, 
and  became  your  wife,  whilst  every  impulse  of 
my  nature— every  facul^  of  my  mind— every 
attachment  of  my  soul,  belonged  to  Maurice 
Feaghan.    Were  you  ignorant  of  this  ?" 

"No— no — no!"  shrieked  the  dwarf ;  whilst 
the  fjw  of  the  nurse,  even  in  their  dimnesB, 
betnrfed  a  savage  ferocity,  as  she  fixed  their 
earnest  and  basilisk  gaae  upon  the  beautiful 


<^  The  priest  joined  our  hands,"  continued  the 
lady,  ^^  but  not  our  hearts,  and  you  were  oogni- 
lant  to  the  fSict.  The  tenderness  of  afiection 
was  lost  to  me  fin*  ever.  Then  wealth,  grandeur, 
uMignificence,  opulence,  and  a  titl^/l^ecame  my 
aim ;  and  richly  have  you  gratified  me !  Would 
you  see  our  infimt  ?  Its  form  is  perfect— 4ta 
beauty  matchless;  yet  I  cannot  look  upon  il 
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with  a  mother's  eyes,  or  a  mother  s  love ;  it  is  not 
in  our  contract." 

<<  Obdurate  woman !"  uttered  the  dwarf,  as 
he  fixed  his  earnest  gaze  upon  her — ^^  oh,  how 
heavily  has  the  curse  fallen  on  my  head — the 
withering  curse  of  one,  whose  tongue  will  never 
curse  again !  Beatrice,  I  have  persecuted  my 
own  blood — I  have  stained  my  soul  with — " 
Stop,   sir,"    said  the  lady,  energetically; 

your  confessions  would  best  suit  the  ears  of 
your  spiritual  adviser.  I  admit  that  you  have 
most  arduously  performed  my  bidding,  or  rather 
complied  with  my  requests— it  is  in  the  bond, 
Cornelius ;  but  your  taunts  and  your  persecu- 
tions are  breaches,  which  become  more  and  more 
difficult  to  endure." 

<<  You  speak  of  your  love  for  Feagfaan :  I 
released  him  through  your  entreaty.  You  know 
not  the  holgf  sentiment  of  love ;" — and  the  dwarf 
wrapped  the  velvet  covering  more  closely  round 
him,  and  dutched  something  that  was  concealed 
beneath. 
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^  Another  breach,  Cornelius,''  said  the  lady, 
with  stem  reproach ;  ^<  nor  shall  the  weapon 
3rou  are  now  grasping — ^for  I  know  it  well — I 
say  your  weapon  shall  not  prevent  my  asserting 
what  I  once  felt  for  the  now  wretched  outlaw/' 

^*  Ha,  ha,  ha!*'  laughed  the  dwarf,  in  sounds 
resembling  a  discordant  crash  of  music.  ^^  Bea- 
trice, the  outlawry's  removed,  for  Feaghan  is 
no  longer  a  living  being.  His  body,  pierced  by 
bullets,  is  now — " 

The  dwarf  stopped — ^for,  at  this  very  instant, 
the  door  of  the  apartment  once  more  swung  upon 
its  hinges ;  and  Feaghan,  with  the  dead  body  of 
the  murdered  child  grasped  closely  in  one  arm, 
and  the  halter  in  his  hand,  moved  slowly  and 
noiselessly  in.  His  eyes  were  fixed  and  glaring ; 
his  dress  was  still  dripping  with  water  and  satu- 
rated with  blood,  that  kept  oozing  through; 
his  face  was  ghastly  pale,  and  he  slowly  advanced 
towards  the  couch.  The  lady  shrieked,  and  fell 
in  strong  convulsive  fits;  the  nurse  buried  her 
face  beneath  her  knees,  in  breathless  silence— 
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whilst  the  dwarf,  with  eyes  nearly  starting  from 
their  sockets,  looked  wildly  on  the  supposed 
spectres,  till  horror  overpowered  his  reason,  and 
he  fell  backward  on  his  pillow  a  raving  maniac 

Whatever  was  Feaghan*s  purpose  in  this 
insane  visit  to  his  enemy,  or  how  he  had  gained 
admission,  must  remain  mysteries.  He  stood 
for  several  minutes,  sternly  looking  at  the  dwarf 
—gave  a  scowl  of  contempt  at  the  prostrate 
beauty — muttered  the  word  "  Revenge !" — and 
then  slowly  returned  by  the  way  in  which  he 
had  come. 

Beatrice  Mackenzie  was  the  daughter  of  Scotch 
parents,  but  bom  in  England,  at  a  period  when 
her  father  was  a  subaltern  in  the  army,  and  her 
mother  marched  with  the  n*giment ;  but  though 
poor  and  often  in  difficulties,  their  near  con- 
nexion with  the  head  of  a  leading  Highland  dan, 
rendered  them  almost  insuffisraUy,  and  certainly 
most  ridiculously,  proud.  From  the  eariieit 
hour  of  her  birth,  Beatrice  bad  known  no  other 
bonie  than  the  cheeriess  and  confined  apartment 
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allowed  as  barrack  accommodationj  or  the  \m* 
ccmfortable  and  ooDfined  space  afforded  by  cheup 
lodgings. 

lacutenant  Mackenzie  was  a  lemarkably  haikU 
some  man,  and  his  <^  leddy,^  as  he  always  styled 
her,  was  extremdy  beautiful ;  but  there  was  a 
cold  reserve  in  both  that  rendered  their  acquain- 
tance anything  but  agreeable,  whilst  their  a»v 
sumptions  of  dignity  and  exactions  of  respect  be- 
came a  by-w<»rd  and  a  jest  amongst  both  officers 
and  men.  After  fifteen  years  of  hard  service  as 
lieutenant,  in  addition  to  seven  years  in  the  rank 
of  ensign,  Mackenzie  was  elevated  to  a  cap- 
taincy in  the  same  raiment,  and  ultimately  be» 
came  it*  major,  the  increase  of  pay  and  the  snpe^ 
rxsr  acoommodatioo  enabling  him  with  more  £ih 
cility  to  sustain  the  character  that  was  natural 
tohini. 

For  this  promotion  he  was  indebted  to  tha 
surpassing  beauty  of  his  daughter,  when  pre* 
seated  in  the  vice-r^al  court  at  Dublin,  when 
the  regiment  was  then  doing  duty ;  but  the  ex* 
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treme  haughtiness,  of  the  young  lady  kept  the 
youthful  and  gay  at  a  respectful  distance,  whilst 
her  coldness  of  manner  nipped  at  once  the  young 
germ  of  affection,  which  spontaneously  sprang 
forth  in  the  warmth  of  admiration  at  a  first  inter- 

• 

view.  It  is  true  there  were  men  in  the  middle 
age  of  life  who  would  have  been  proud  of  such 
commanding  beauty  in  a  wife ;  but  these  were 
generally  place-hunters  or  afflicted  with  poverty, 
and  Beatrice  scorned  them  all— whilst  gentlemen 
of  wealth  and  title  saw  in  her  person  every  thing 
to  admire,  but  in  her  repulsive  manners  nothing 
to  love. 

Still  Beatrice  remained  for  many  months  the 
reigning  toast  of  Dublin,  and  incessant  were  the 
compliments  she  received  from  all  classes  of  the 
warm-hearted  Irish.  Nor  was  she  insensible  to 
this  species  of  adulation,  for  it  inflated  her  pride 
and  hardened  the  natural  obduracy  of  her  heart. 
Her  parents  viewed  with  ill-repressed  gratific*- 
tioQ  the  homage  that  was  paid  to  their  child,  and 
though  her  education  had  been  but  scanty,  yet 
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good  natural  abilities  and  a  perfect  self-confi- 
dence rendered  her  worthy  of  the  regard  of  those 
who  valued  external  accomplishments  and  native 
dignity  beyimd  the  soft  yearnings  of  a  humane 
and  aflectionate  heart. 

Miss  Mackenzie  was  in  her  eighteenth  year 
when  the  regiment  was  ordered  into  the  wildest 
part  of  the  county  of  Cork,  and  the  major  esta^- 
bliiAed  his  quarters  in  the  town  of  Bantry. 
Beatrice  felt  this  a  sad  change  from  the  spleiir 
dour  and  security  of  a  metropolitan  dty  to  the 
mountainous  district  and  barbarous  manners 
which  every  where  presented  themselves.  Still 
the  same  admiration  was  experienced,  and  an 
intercourse  was  soon  opened  with  all  the  great 
families  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  whilst  on 
a  visit  to  an  ancient  baronial  castle  that  the 
young  lady  entered  the  drawing-room,  just  as 
the  twilight  shades  of  evening  were  closing  in, 
and  the  gorgeous  splendour  of  the  setting  son 
glowed  on  the  verge  of  the  horison,  casting  a 
rich  reflection  on  the  beautifully  stained  glass  of 
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the  castle  casements.  There  was  but  little  oob^ 
pany  present,  and  Beatrice  walked  to  one  of  tba 
window  recesses  to  view  the  brilliant  speotads^ 
tat  adamant  indeed  must  be  that  heart  which  i^ 
fuses  and  rgects  the  influences  and  hallowed  .de- 
votion which  the  glorious  sunset  of  an  autmmal 
evening  is  calculated  to  inspire. 

Within  the  same  recess,  but  partly  concealed 
by  the  mantling  curtains,  sat  (as  she  thott^t) 
aperson,  whose  features  were  unknown  to  Mist 
Mackenrie;  but  the  large  and  exptearive  ejea 
were  fixed  upon  her  in  the  silence  of  iatienaa 
worship.  She  spoke  of  the  rich  tints  that  hiu^g 
upon  the  sky,  and  the  magnificence  ptescntsd  faj 
the  rainbow  mixture  of  resplendent  colours^  and 
die  was  answered  by  a  low  didcet  voics  tlMt 
sounded  like  the  breath  of  heaven  apocCing 
amongst  harp-strings.  A  thrill  of  eactacy  ■  a 
strange  sensation,  sudi  as  she  bad  never  befiiiit 
experienoed,  passed  through-  her  bosom'  Ihoaa 
large  but  piercing  eyes  were  riveted  oa  hm 
countsnaace  with  a  look  appioaching  to 
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tion ;  for  the  first  time  in  her  life  ahe  shrank  be> 
fore  the  gaze  of  man,  and  an  unaooountahle  tre- 
mor came  over  her  whole  frame.  Intently  did 
she  listen  to  that  sweet  hannonious  voice— an 
enchantment  seemed  to  be  weaving  its  mystic 
web  around  her ;  yet  the  fieucination  was  so  ex- 
quisite, that  had  existence  been  the  forfeit,  she 
could  scarcely  have  closed  her  ears. 

The  room  was  lighted  up,  but  still  the  pair 
remained  within  that  pleasant  recess,  watching 
the  Sidling  shades  as  they  deepened  on  the  land* 
scape,  and  cast  a  mournful  gloom  over  the  fading 
splendour  of  the  west.  It  led  the  conversation  to 
moralizing  themes — the  brightness  of  hc^  re- 
treating before  the  moody  melancholy  of  unre- 
quited affection — the  smile  of  friendship  and  the 
look  of  love  yielding  to  the  funereal  darkness  of 
ft- threatened  tomb. 

'*  We  will  return  to  the  company,"^  said  the 
lady,  presenting  her  hand  to  her  impassioned 
admirer,  who  would  have  still  lingered  in  that 
leoess  where  he  had  first  drank  the  intoxicating 
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draught  of  love,  that  filled  bis  fiame  with  vew 
and  never-befine^felt  Benaations  of  frq^^iffkft  de» 
light.  Sanguine  in  his  temperament,  «lie  liad 
lived  years  in  those  few  minutes  of  deUeious  en* 
joyment.  He  pressed  the  soft  band  of  the  lady 
to  his  lips,  nor  did  she  seem  offended  at  the  lirae* 
dom,  though  it  hastened  her  dqiartoie.  Tliey 
stepped  forth  from  the  recess  into  the  brig^  glave 
of  the  room.  Miss  Mackenaie  turned  to  look 
upon  her  companion — those  piercing  eyes  were 
keenly  fixed  upon  her;  but  a  odd  sick  dbnddetw 
ing,  like  the  plunge  into  icy  water,  earned  her 
to  draw  a  tremulous  respiration-i-an  evidence'  of 
repulsive  horror  was  pourtrayed  on  her  ooimte^ 
nance  when  she  beheld  the  hideous  deiaraii^  of 
Comdius,  the  dwarf,  and  suddenly  die  withdmr 
her  hand,  as  if  shrinkiii^  from  his  gimtiist  tnodi. 
The  humUed  being  saw  in  an  instant  Ihat  the 
structure  he  bad  been  erecting  was  at*  once  laid 
prostrate  and  in  ruins :  there  was  no  mistakiag 
the  proof  of  utter  hopelessness,  as  it  reepMBi  li- 
dprocal  regard,  and  he  was  in  a  mooMit  horlid 
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horn  the  height  to  which  he  had   heedlessly 
climbed  into  the  very  depths  of  agonized  des- 
pair.   Writhing  his  white  hands  amongst  his 
jet  Uadc  hair,  he  uttered  a  yell  of  anguish,  and 
rushed  frcm  the  room.     The  peculiarities  of  the 
dwarf  were  wdl  known  to  the  persons  assembled, 
and  the  present  occurrence  caused  but  few  ob^ 
servations;  though  Beatrice  learned  that  he  was 
a  jroung  man  of  great  wealth  and  good  family, 
and  heir  to  still  greater  expectations  as  well  as  a 
title,  no  small  recommendations  to  the  ambitious 
girl,  and  throwing  a  gilded  pall  over  his  de- 
formity of  perscm. 

Some  few  weeks  after  this  event,  as  Mitt 
Mackenzie  was  retiuning  to  Bantry,  she  &31 
into  the  hands  of  a  party  of  rebels,  who  carried 
her  off  to  the  mountains,  but  offered  no  other 
molestaticm,  though  every  hour  her  peril,  in- 
creased as  theur  respect  diminished.  From  this 
situation  she  was  relieved  by  the  presence  of 
Feaghan,  who  behaved  to  her  with  gallant  de- 
corum, and  so  won  upon  her  regard,  that  in  qpite 
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of  herself  she  could  not  help  cherishuig  for  the 
outlaw  sentimmts  of  attachment  which  she  had 
denied  to  more  honourable  men.  But  Feaghan 
was  impervious  to  her  fascinations— he  looked 
upon  her  commanding  beauty  with  an  eye  of  in- 
difference, amounting  nearly  to  total  disregard. 
This  was  something  new  to  the  [nt)ud  girl,  who 
had  been  so  universally  used  to  the  admiration  of  aU. 
The  smuggler  treated  her  with  becoming  cour- 
tesy ;  but  went  not  beyond  the  bounds  of  distant 
politeness,  and  Miss  Mackenadle  &lt  piqued  that 
her  charms  should  fail.  Besides,  there  was  an  air  of 
romance  in  her  detention  that  corresponded  with 
her  haughty  notions,  for  it  seemed  to  render  her  of 
great  personal  importance  in  her  own  estimation. 

At  length  she  was  restored  to  her  friends ;  but 
not  till  she  had  conceived  for  the  outlawed  smug- 
gler a  passion  as  powerful  and  as  permanent  as 
her  nature  woidd  admit.  Nay,  slie  even  ex- 
ceeded  what  might  have  been  expected  from  one 
80  habitually  frigid.  She  detennined  to  see  the 
Smasher  again,  for  the  romance  of  her  regard  was 
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heightened  by  his  situation  as  an  outlaw,  and  by 
the  anecdotes  of  his  gallantry  and  bravery  which 
she  had  heard  since  her  return. 

She  did  meet  him;  but  Feaghan  expressed 
but  little  pleasun?  at  the  interview,  which  had 
been  obtained  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
dwarf,  who  still  worshipped  the  divinity  his 
mind  had  created,  though  at  a  humble  distance. 
More  than  once  she  sought  the  handsome  smu^ 
gler,  who  remained  perfectly  insensible  to  her 
blandishments,  though  he  conducted  himself  with 
studied  politeness  and  respect.  She  had  at  length 
found  a  man,  young,  handsome,  and  daringly 
brave,  who  did  not  care  for  her.  The  vanity 
which  characterized  her  disposition  was  hurt — 
the  self-esteem,  which  formed  a  prominent  fea- 
ture in  the  operations  of  her  mind,  was  wounded; 
and  the  greater  were  the  efforts  she  used  to  shake 
off  the  trammels  with  which  she  was  enveloped 
the.  more  die  became  ^nbarrassed  in  its  meshes, 
till  every  faculty  and  feeling  c^  her  heart  was 
devoted  to  the  outlaw  Feaghan. 

VOL.  II.  £ 
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CHAPTER  III. 

"  The  thieve*  btxe  bound  the  true  mcD^^.naw  c^ald 

thou  and  I  rob  the  thieTes  aod  ga  merrily  to  London, 

it  would  be  srgnmBDt  for  a  week,  langfiter  fe^  •  iMOtt^ 

utdkgoodjeit  for  ever."  -     .    >      .^-^l■ 

Ubhkt  IV. 

What  a  strange  compound  of  rtubbornheBs 
and  perversity  is  the  hunun  mind,  'ioicl  tt^ 
quentlydoes  itliappen  that  the  Suprenie' Befn^^ 
in  the  plenitude  of  his  omniBdenw,  ^i^Wb 
raortalB  to  inflict  punishment  on  tfietMidve^  ti]r 
allowing  them  the  fi*e  exercise  of  ftiett'  oirn 
worldly  wisdom  and  de§ires  !  Thus  Miss  Mac- 
kenzie, who  felt  an  averaion  to  the  dwarf  amount- 
ing almost  to  hatred  and  detestation,  submitted 
to  coax,  and  even  to  flatter  Iiim,  so  as  to  secure 
his  agency  in  procuring  interviews  with  a  man 
who,  whatever  were  his  lawless  dealings,  was 
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disgusted  with  her  boldness  and  want  of  deli- 
cacy ;  and  the  woman,  who  would  have  shrunk 
from  the  dishonourable  proposal  of  a  monarch, 
was  madly  sacrificing  reputation  to  lavish  her 
uncoveted  regards  upon  an  outlawed  smuggler, 
and  a  rebel  to  his  king. 

Thousands  would  have  felt  supremely  ho- 
noured by  a  smile  from  the  proud  beauty,  but, 
disregarding  her  ardent  admirers,  she  looked 
only  with  pleasure  on  an  outcast  fix>m  society 
with  a  price  upon  his  head  ;  and  at  length  that 
outcast  spurned  her  from  him ;  for  his  affections 
were  undeviatingly  cemented  to  the  simple- 
minded  but  confiding  niece  of  his  aged  tutor, 
nor  could  all  the  temptations  or  allurements  of 
Beatrice  induce  him  for  one  moment  to  forget 
his  fidelity  to  Annie. 

It  was  then,  when  stung  almost  to  madness 
by  unrequited  passion,  the  beautiful  woman, 
contemned  and  despised  by  the  only  man  she 
had  ever  loved,  determined  on  revenge,  and  for 
this  purpose  formed  that  (Contract  with  the  dwarf 
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which  subsequently  led  to  the  chief  evils  of  his 
exist^Ace,  and  she  became  the  prompter  to  his 
acts  of  guilt  and  vengeance.  Yet  still  her  re- 
gard for  Feaghan  could  not  be  subdued,  and 
after  her  union  with  the  dwarf  she  became  the 
mockery  of  the  gay  and  fashionable  world,  and 
the  scorn  of  those  in  humbler  life.  Thus  situ- 
ated, splendour  and  magnificence  became  her 
aim  ;  the  residence  of  her  husband  displayed  the 
evidences  of  her  aspiring  mind — she  ruled  in 
everything  uncontrolled,  and,  as  she  sought  no 
longer  to  be  loved,  she  left  no  means  untried  to 
excite  envy. 

The  delighted  Cornelius  fancied  himself 
blessed  by  the  acquisitSon  of  such  a  treasure, 
but  as  time  progressed  he  longed  for  softer  en- 
dearments—for a  more  congenial  communion  of 
sfHrit — ^for  a  home  of  quiet  and  joy  in  the  heart 
of  her  his  very  soul  loved ;  and,  like  the  parched 
wretch  who  is  perishing  for  thirst,  his  agony 
grew  more  acute  as  his  oonvictiona  became 
■tronger  that  such  enjoyments  were  lost  to  him 
— perhaps  for  ever. 
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Still  his  hopes  were  iMnimated  when  his 
bride  gave  promise  of  becoming  a  moth^,  for 
be  fervently  anticipated  that  the  sight  of  h^ 
infant  would  -work  a  change  in  the  fbelings  of 
the  wife.  She  ga^e  birth  to  a  girl— a  lovely 
babe,  perfect  <in  Ibrin,  and  fair  as  alabaster, — 
but  the  lady  miiiiifested  no  indications  of  ten- 
derness for  hear  child ;  it  is  true  she  bad  its  wants 
auppUed,  but  sbe  would  hot  nourish  it  from  those 
nMutd  sburees  which  Heaven  had  boi;mtifully 
dispensed  to  ber.  She  saw  that  it  was  well 
attended  to,  but  she  gave  it  no  caress  of  maternal 
solicitude  or  fondness,  and  she  never  nursed  it 
•—no,  not  bven  for  a  minute,-— whilst  ber  con* 
duct  to  her  husband  was  more  overbearing  than 
ever. 

The  qiirit  of  ComdiuB  was  nearly  <»ver» 
wbdmed  by  dis^)pointment,  yet,  still  falsiidly 
in&tuated,  her  presence  overawed  bim  in  Us 
most  savage  moods,  and  all  his  reaoives  faded 
away  ^en  he  oootemplated  her  majatic  peraoo, 
and  gaaed  with  rapture  on  ber  heavenly  counle. 
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nance,  forgetting  that  it  concealed  an  unfeeling 
and  degenerate  heart.  Such  was  the  position  of 
aiFairs  at  the  period  now  recorded,  when  Fea- 
ghan,  in  the  delirium  of  fever,  entered  the  room, 
and  the  results  took  place  as  already  described. 

But  to  return  to  the  little  chamber  at  the 
humble  abode  of  father  0*Fogharty,  where, 
anxiously  watched  by  the  eye  of  aiFection,  the 
smuggler  laid,  unconscious  of  all  that  was  pass- 
ing around  him.  The  priest  well  knew  the 
penalty  to  which  he  was  liable  for  harbouring 
a  rebel  for  whose  apprehension  Groyemment  had 
proffered  so  large  a  reward,  yet  his  heart  yearned 
towards  his  former  pupil,  and  he  could  not  deny 
him  the  rites  of  humanity.  None  but  his  own 
'  immediate  servants  were  aware  of  Feaghan^s 
introduction  to  the  house,  and  of  course  no  sus- 
pidon  could  be  entertained  as  to  the  manner ; 
the  priest  was  himself  well  acquainted  with  sur- 
gery,  he  washed  and  dressed  the  wounds  of  the 
outlawy  and  he  was  laid  in  Annie^a  own  chan>- 
ber.    Of  what  had  actually  occurred  they  were 
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wholly  ignorant,  but  the  fair  girl  sickened  when 
she  thought  of  the  dead  child  and  the  hal- 
ter with  which  he  had  been  murdered,  for  the 
discoloration,  caused  by  the  rope  around  his 
neck,  made  it  but  too  apparent  that  it  had  been 
effected  by  strangulation. 

Days  passed  away  before  Feaghan  was  res* 
tored  to  consciousness,  and  sentiments  of  grate- 
ful praise  to  the  Deity,  such  as  he  had  expe- 
rienced in  his  hours  of  innocence,  spontaneously 
burst  forth.  It  seemed  as  if  the  lapse  of  years 
had  been  a  dream  of  guilt  and  crime  from  which 
be  had  just  awoke,  and  he  once  more  found  him- 
self beneath  that  peaceful  roof  where  he  had 
been  fostered  with  kindness,  and  under  the 
guardianship  of  those  who  sincerely  and  anai* 
iously  desired  his  real  welfare.  There  stood 
the  worthy  old  man,  the  tears  standing  in  his 
eyes,  as,  with  hands  extended  over  the  penitent, 
he  implored  the  Omnipotent  to  grant  his  pardon 
and  his  peace ;  there,  too,  kneeling  by  his  side, 
was  his  faithful  Annie,  shedding  tears  of  unutr 
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terable  delight  as  she  fondly  cherished  the  hope 
that  a  restoration  to  reason  was  the  precursor  of 
a  change  from  imminent  danger  to  a  prospect  of 
ultimate  recovery. 

<<  How  I  came  here,"  said  Feaghan,  <*  I  will 
not  ask ;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  know  where  I 
am,  to  rest  satisfied  I  am  safe  ;*'  he  paused ; 
^*  yet  there  are  confused  recollections  of  the  past 
that  bewilder  me.  Did  I  come  alone  ? — ^had  I 
no  companion  ?'"  and  he  shuddered. 

**  Rest  aisey,  my  son,*^  said  the  kind-hearted 
priest;  ^*do  not  disturb  yourself  by  asking 
questions ;  but,  as  you  have  put  it  to  me,  I  must 
tell  you  that  you  were  not  alone  when  they 
discovered  you  insensible  in  the  garden.  You 
would  inquire  what  has  become  of  the  burthen 
you  carried  ?  Rest  aisey  again,  my  son ;  it  lies 
in  consecrated  ground^— masses  have  been  said 
ibr  its  repose,  for  it  was  untimely  cut  off—'* 

'^Hapfr-ha!**  shuddered  Feaghan;  <<  mur- 
dered !  father— murdered  I— but  not  by  me-^)h 
no— uo^  Annie,  not  by  me.    It  is  no  dream. 
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then ;  the  chfld  was  hrougbt  hither,  and  by  my 
hands!  But  where  is  the  other  boy  ?^  he  glared 
wildly  around  him,  and  then,  laying  himself  back 
on  the  pillow — <<  stpp,''  said  he,  *^  I  must  think 
-*4ny  thoughts  are  sadly  deranged — &ther,  for- 
give ine !" 

"  An*  may  the  Father  of  Mercies  forgive  you, 
my  son,**  uttered  the  aged  priest,  as  his  hands 
were  once  more  spread  over  the  wounded  man, 
as  if  to  impart  the  remission  of  guilt  as  far  as  he 
was  temporally  concerned,  and  to  implore,  with 
the  energy  of  his  spiritual  capacity,  the  gift  jBrom 
on  high  which  kadeth  the  sinner  from  the  errors 
of  his  ways.  ^'  But  rest  aisey,  Maurice ;  you 
must  not  tidk  now ;  Annie  here  will  watch  over 
you,  and  — " 

*^  May  the  Grod  of  Heaven  bless  her,"  slowly 
but  fervently  articulated  the  smuggler,  as  he 
pressed  her  soft  hand  to  his  lips.  <<  Oh,  father, 
in  the  midst  of  guilt,  when  remorse  sat  heavy  on 
my  soul,  how  have  I  longed  for  the  days  of 
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early  youth  and  innocence,  when  you  were  my 
kind  preceptor,  and  Annie  was — " 

"  What  she  will  ever  be,  Maurice,"  returned 
the  affectionate  girl ;  *^  do  ye  think  I've  not 
harde  how  you  scorned  that  great  and  beautiful 
lady  for  me,  and  can  you  suppose  I  will  for- 
get it  r 

^^  Annie,  Annie/'  said  Feaghan,  in  a  tone  of 
anguish,  **  you  must  not,  dare  not,  cherish 
feelings  of  regard  for  me ;  I  am  a  man  of  crime, 
an  outlaw,  a  wretch  proscribed,  and  you  are  all 
innocence  and  simplicity.  May  the  God  of 
Heaven  stretch  forth  his  hand  between  you  and 
harm!" 

The  priest  madb  a  significant  motion  for  the 
maiden  to  be  silent,  and  then,  in  the  sublime 
language  of  Scripture,  he  soothed  the  troubled 
mind  of  his  patient,  and,  administering  a  com- 
posing draught,  left  him  to  the  operations  of  quiet 
reposa  Feaghan  slept  soundly  for  several  hours, 
and  then  awoke  greatly  refreshed ;  but  he  was 
not  allowed  to  converse,  for  the  priest  was  his 
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doctor,  and  Annie  was  his  nurse,  and  they  were 
incessant  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  duties, 
well  knowing  that  nothing  but  quiet  could  pre- 
serve him  from  a  relapse.  This  regulation,  en- 
forced by  mildness  as  it  was  dictated  by  kind- 
ness, produced  the  desired  effects,  and  in  a  few 
days  Maurice  Feaghan  was  convalescent.  His 
first  act,  after  the  preliminary  rites,  was  that  of 
confession;  but  nothing  was  concealed  from 
Annie  that  it  was  requisite  or  delicate  for  her  to 
hear.  He  visited  the  grave  in  which  Ned  Jones 
had  been  secretly  interred,  and  after  a  consultar 
tion  amongst  the  trio,  it  was  arranged  that  he 
should  proceed  to  Bordeaux  (where  he  expected 
the  cutter  would  wait  for  him),  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  fate  of  Hamilton,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, rescuing  his  men  from  peril,  for  he  deter^ 
mined  at  once  to  abandon  his  illegal  mode  of 
life. 

"Oh!  Maurice,''  said  Annie,  **let  not  the 
temptations  of  the  world  induce  you  to  forget 
me ;  other  faces  may  smile  upon  you,  but  the 
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anile  will  not  come  like  mine — wamn  from  my 
heart)  Maurice,  and  embalmed  with  my  tears.^ 

^<  B^Doember,  my  son,  that  here  you  may  at 
ways  find  a  haven  of  peace  and  calm,^  uttered 
the  priest,  with  earnest  solemnity ;  '*  and  when 
your  heart  is  ready  to  exclaim,  ^  Oh  that  I  had 
wings  like  a  dove,  for  then  would  I  fly  away  and 
be  at  rest,^  call  to  mind,  my  son,  that  I  am  a 
minister  of  that  Saviour  who  said,  ^  He  that 
Cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  nowise  cast  him  out^  ^ 

<^0h  never— 4iever,  Annie,  will  I  forget,  or 
cease  to  think  of  you  as  my  guardian  angel,^  re^ 
turned  Feaghan.  '^  Whatever  may  betide  me, 
still  I  will  cherish  your  memory  in  my  heart, 
and  should  it  please  Providence  to  restore  me  to 
health  and  respectability,  then,  Annie^  I  will 
oome  to  claim  your  pranised  hand.  And  now, 
fiither,  your  Uessing  before  I  depart,  and  oh  ! 
may  it  rest  upon  my  head  as  a  safeguard  from 
enemies  without,  and  the  still  more  subtle  enemy 
within 

The  young  man  kneded,  and  Annie  took  up 


a  similiur  position  by  his  mde,  whilst  the  agod 
priest  uttered  his  fervent  benediction-- jiis  ymte 
aometiuies  full,  bold,  and  clear,  and  then  again 
shaken  by  tremulous  emotion  to  diildishr  w«ak>- 
ness,  as  fenrid'  recollections  came  across  hb 
mind,  for  he  loved  them  both.  When  the  U6S»- 
ing  -Mtas  oven,  a  silence  prevailed  for  above  two 
minotes,  at  the  end  of  which  Annie  threw  her 
ams  round.  Feaghan'^s  neck  and  wept  upon  his 
b«at.  As  soon  as  calm  was  restored,  the 
outlaw  bade  them  fiuewell,  quitted  the  house 
nf  his  generous  benefactcnr,  and,  mounting  the 
priest'^s  hone,  galloped  hastily  away,  unable 
tooontral  his  feelings. 

After  «r  smart  ride  of  three  hours,  be  putup 
Mi  the  inn  where  he  was  to  leave  the  animal;  and 
Ihe  coaoh  for  Cork  coming  up  shortly  aflei> 
wards,  he  took  his  place  inside,  to  proceed  on- 
waadi  with  the  intention  of  crossing  over  into 
England.  What,  however,  was  the  painful  co^ 
dition  of  his  mind,  when  just  previously  to  stall- 
ing he  beheld,  by  the  light  of  the  coach  Jamps 
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(for  it  was  dark),  the  features  of  several  of  the 
passengers  who  had  descended  for  refreshment, 
and  recognized  the  face  of  Captain  Lilybum, 
who,  with  an  armed  escort,  was  conveying  two 
prisoners,  heavily  ironed,  to  the  metropolis,  by 
way  of  Cork. 

"  Haugh,  fellows— hem  !"  exclaimed  the  re- 
venue captain,  addressing  his  captives.  '*  Sorry 
to  be  obliged  to  keep  you  in  limbo,  very  sorry, 
for  the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  a  great  boon ; 
but  can^t  help  it — ^positively  can'*t.  Will  you 
have  anything  to  keep  the  fog  out  of  your 
throats  ?  eh  lads,  speak — some  whiskey  or  bran- 
dy r    He  held  up  a  bottle—"  This  is  whiskey." 

'<  Why,  Captain  Lilybum,"  returned  one  of 
the  prisoners,  who  by  his  voice  Feaghan  imme- 
diately knew  to  be  Tom  Graves,  "  I  am  afeard 
it  *ull  taste  of  the  highgrommetter  or  the  low- 
grommetter,  or  some  sich  excise  oonsam ;  but  as 
I  suppose  there's  nothing  else  to  be  got,  I'D 
thank  you  for  a  glass  of  whisky,  whilst  they're 
fttdnng  out  the  brandy  .'* 
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^^Good!  very  good,  my  man/'  exclaimed 
Lilyburn,  laughing,  ^^  and  what  will  your  ocmn 
rade  have  ?  a  little  of  both  ?  The  night  will  be 
chill,  and  though  freedom  is  denied,  we  must 
not  forget  humanity." 

"  111  take  some  whiskey,  captain,"  replied  the 
second  man,  who  proved  to  be  Peterson,  ^  and 
if  you'll  just  let  somebody  clap  a  handkerchief 
by  way  of  parcelling  round  the  shackle  to  keep 
it  from  chafing  my  wounded  ankle,  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you." 

^  Certainly,  my  man,  certainly,"  returned  the 
captain,  and  he  immediately  gave  directions  that 
the  request  should  be  complied  with,  adding, 
*^  they're  brave  fellows^  and  have  bdiaved  well : 
no,  no,  I'm  not  to  be  deceived  in  my  knowledge 
of  seamen." 

The  coach  soon  afterwards  drove  olT,  the 
guards  having  previously  examined  the  primings 
of  their  fire-arms  and  inspected  the  fetters  of  the 
[Mrisoners.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  perturbft^ 
tion  of  Feaghan,  as  he  beheld  his  old  subordi- 
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nates  close  to  him,  yet  dared  not  put  a  single 
question.  Lilyburn,  however,  had  taken  his 
seat  right  opposite  to  him,  and  though  the  dark- 
ness was  too  dense  to  apprehend  detection,  yet 
Feaghan  took  the  precaution  to  muffle  hb  hce 
in  a  shawl  handkerchief,  and  to  gather  his  cloak 
closer  about  him.  The  inside  passengers  con- 
sisted  only  of  himself  and  the  revenue  captain, 
together  with  another  individual  habited  in  the 
dress  of  an  ecclesiastic 

^^  Fine  night,  sir,"  said  Lilybum,  addressing 
the  outlaw.  '^  Very  keen  though ;  keener,  I 
think,  than  it  is  in  England  at  this  season,  anfl 
I'm  seldom  mistaken  in  such  matters.  Pray, 
sir,  are  you  a  native  of  Ireland  ?" 

^^  I  am,  sir,''  responded  Feaghan,  speaking  be- 
neath his  muffle,  so  as  to  disguise  his  voice,  lest 
his  fellow  passenger  should  indulge  in  remi- 
nisoenoes  of  the  past. 

^Delij^tful  country,  sir— charming  people, 
only  they've  such  strange  ways  of  showing  it," 
said  Lilybuniy  delivering  his  sentiments  in 
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nest  ^^  Plenty  of  hofipitality,  and  all  that  sort 
(^  thing;  but  then  for  duelling,  sir.  Loid^  a 
man  hardly  dare  open  his  lips,  but  a  challeiige 
is  thrust  down  his  throat.  Yet,  what  otherwise 
is  to  be  expected  P  Men  who  have  warm  hearts 
aie  sddom  provided  with  cool  heads." 

*^  I  trust  you  have  not  met  with  any  inconve^ 
nicDoe  from  my  countrjrmen,  sir/'  said  Feaghan, 
oonaiderattly*  *^  I  sboidd  regret  that  one  who 
qipears  to  be  so  humane  should  suffer  from  oi^ 
national  peculiarity." 

^^Inconvenience?  Bless  your  heart,  no. 
Mister--*!  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
your  name— mine  is  Lilybum,  Captain  of  his 
Miyesty's  revenue  oruizer  the  Dcdphin." 

^  And  mine»^'  said  the  outlaw,  as  a  spice  of 
his  former  daring  recklessness  crept  over  himi 
<<i»  Fea^um,  a  poor  lieutenant^  with  leave  of 
absence  to  pay  suit  and  service  to  the  Vice  Be^ 
gal  Court  at  DuUin.  Nothing  done  without  in* 
terest  now,  Captain  Lilybum— nothing.^ 

^<  You^re  very  right,  Mistar  Figgin,"  responded 
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the  captain,"  very  right — ^it  is  the  curse  of  favour, 
sir — as  one  of  our  poets  says,  *  it  is  the  curse  of 
favour  that  preferment  goes  by  service.' " 

^^  Pardon  me.  Captain  Lilybum,"  said  the 
smuggler,  <^but  you  have  misquoted  the  pas- 
sage. Shakspeare  presents  the  very  reverse 
position/' 

"  The  pardon's  granted,  Mr.  Figgin — ^readily 
granted,"  answered  Captain  Lilybum;  ^^but 
bdieve  me,  sir,  I  quoted  the  passage  right. 
Shakspeare,  sir?  Bless  your  heart  I  have  him 
at  my  fingers^  ends.  No,  no,  Mr.  Figgin,  I'm 
never  mistaken  in  such  matters.  What  do  you 
say,  sir  ?^  turning  to  the  third  passenger. 

<<  Say  !  why  that  you\e  got  him  quite  pat,^ 
answered  the  individual  in  a  stnxig  Irish  accent, 
and  with  an  extremely  rough  vcxioe. 

<^  Pat,  sir.  I  think  there  is  something  ambi- 
guous meant  by  that  term,^  exclaimed  the  cap- 
tain angrily,  for  though  generally  good-tempered, 
he  was  i^  at  times  to  be  a  little  choleric  when 
indnuationa  wane  offered  that  were  hostile  to 
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his  8elf4x>nceit.      But  the  stranger  made  no 
replj. 

^<  May  I  ask,"*  said  Feaghan,  in  a  tone  of  in- 
quiry, <<  who  and  what  your  prisoners  are  ?** 

♦*  Thereby  hangs  a  tale,  Mr.  Figgin,"  replied 
the  captain,  with  cautious  reserve.  **  However, 
I  may  just  mention,  that  they  are  smugglers, 
charged  with  having  fired  upon  and  killed  in  an 
action  some  of  his  Majesty's  servants,  in  a 
schooner  called  the  Spider.  Large  rewards 
have  been  set  upon  their  heads,  and  it  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  catch  these  two,  who  I  am 
taking  to  Dublin,  that  the  Lcnrd  Lieutenant  may 
personally  be  sensible  of  my  zeal  and — ^interest  is 
everything,  Mr.  Figgins — ^interest  is  everything.'* 

^  Of  course  you  picked  them  up  ashore.  Cap** 
tain  Lilybum,"  said  the  smuggler,  endeavouring 
to  draw  the  other  forward  to  a  narration. 

"  That  will  come  out  on  the  evidence,  sir,"  re- 
plied Lilybum ;  ^'  but  I  may  just  tell  you,  that 
I  did  not  pick  them  up  ashcMre,  but  took  them 
off  a  sinking  boat  that  had  been  swamped.*^ 
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"Poor  fellows,  they  were  wrecked  then," 
uttered  the  outlaw  in  mournful  accents.  *^  To  be 
wrecked  and  made  prisoners  was  doubly  hard." 

^^AIl  that,  sir,  will  be  detailed — amply  de- 
tailed, when  I  am  under  examination,*'  returned 
the  revenue  captain ;  *^  but,  Mr.  Figgins,  there 
can  be  no  harm  in  my  hinting  that  they  were 
not  what  is  technically  called  wrecked.  The 
fiict  is,  sir,  their  vessel  was — '*  he  paused  to  listen 
to  some  commotion  that  appeared  to  be  taking 
place  outside. 

^^ Their  vessel  was  what,  sir?"  exclaimed 
Feaghan  impatiently,  and  forgetting  in  his 
anxiety  the  necessity  there  was  for  ccHiceabnent. 

^'  You  seem  over  hasty,  Mr.  Figgins,"  mur- 
mured Captain  Lilybum ;  ^^  but  I  attribute  it 
to  your  national  peculiarity,  as  you  just  now 
called  it,  as  well  as  your  humanity." 

"  Pray  accept  my  sincere  and  eaniest  apolo- 
gies,  sir,"  said  the  outlaw,  happy  to  find  that 
hu  indiscretion  had  not  betrayed  him.  <*  You 
do  indeed  do  me  no  more  than  justice,  when  you 


HAMILTON  KINO.  93 

attribute  my  vehemence  to  a  humane  anxiety  to 
ascertain  the  fate  of  the  rest  of  the  crew." 

'^  And  very  laudable  too,  Mr.  Figgins — very 
laudable,"  assented  Lilybum ;  ^<  but,  sir,  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  being  too  communicative*^ 
though  in  genteel  society  one  may  have  but 
little  to  fear ;  and  £ix)m  your  appearance  I  should 
write  you  down  gentleman,  for  I'm  not  very  apt 
to  be  deceived  in  these  matters.  There's  no  tell'- 
ing,  however,  what  ears  may  listen,  and  you 
know  the  adage,  Mr.  Figgins,  ^a  still  tongue 
makes  a  wise  head.' " 

*^  Your  reasoning  is  correct,  sir,"  answered 
the  smuggler,  ^^  thou^  ^e  in  the  army  are  not 
so  very  scrupulous  in  attending  to  the  rule. 
Still  punctilio,,  sir,  is  decidedly  best  in  all  the 
affairs  of  life,  particidarly  amongst  those  who 
bear  the  king's  commission ;  it  saves  unpleasant- 


nesses." 
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I  very  much  admire  the  gentlemen  of  the 
army,  Mr.  Figgins,"  returned  Mr.  Lilybum ; 
^'  and  had  I  not  commenced  my  career  in  a 
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different  line^  I  should  most  certainly  have  been 
a  soldier.  Pray,  have  you  been  much  engaged, 
sirr 

^*  I  presume  you  mean  in  Ireland  ?*'  replied 
Feaghan.  ^^  Why,  nothing  but  a  few  skirmishes 
with  the  Whiteboys,  who,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
are  hung  or  shot  as  occasicm  serves.  By  the 
by,  we  had  a  tolerably  smart  affair  in  pursuit  of 
a  notorious  cliaracter  they  called  the  smouch — 
no,  not  the  smouch — the  snatch — no,  that  was 
not  it  either/' 

"  Pray,  where  was  it  ?"  inquired  Lilybum, 
eagerly ;  ^*  if  you  can  tell  me  where  it  happened, 
I  may  probably  assist  your  memory/* 

<<  It  was  somewhere  on  the  coast  about  Baiitry 
Bay,*'  returned  the  outlaw ;  *^  and  the  fellow 
was  a  rebel  and  a  smuggler." 

<<  But  a  polite,  gentlemanly  man,  Mr.  Fig- 
gins  ?*'  said  the  captain — whilst  the  third  pas- 
senger made  a  curious  sort  of  a  noise,  but  whe- 
ther a  grunt,  or  an  ilUrepressed  chuckle,  the 
sound  was  very  odd.     Lilybura  paused  for  a 
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moment,  offended,  but  again  proceeded.  ^  The 
person  you  mean  is  called  the  Smasher." 

**  Ay,  that  is  it,"  assented  Feaghan  with 
quickness ;  <<  how  strange  that  I  should  for- 
get! It  was  the  Smasher.  You  seem  to  know 
him?" 

^^  I  was  once  in  his  coropaii^,  Mr.  Figgins ; 
and  I  must  say  a  more  polite  and  well-bred 
man  I  have  not  often  met  with,"  responded 
Lilybum.  *^  I  am  seldom  deceived  in  sudi 
matters — though,  curse  the  chap,  he  played  me 
a  roguish  trick,  too  !" — and  the  captain  laughed 
— but  suddenly  checked  himself,  and  solemnly 
added,  "  It  is  wrong — ^very  wrong,  to  curse 
him  now,  since  he  has  gone  to  his  final  account. 
I  heard  of  it  last  night,  at  O'Connor  Hall ;  and 
I  could  not  help  a  feeling  of  regret  that  he  should 
have  been  so  instantaneously  killed,  without  a 
moment  for  repentance." 

Feaghan  listened  with  deep  attention ;  for  this 
was  the  first  intimation  he  had  received  that  his 
ruse  had  succeeded.     '^  It  was  sharp  work» 
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captain;  he  died  a  double  death — shot  and 
drowned!" 

The  third  passenger  again  grunted  or  chuckled. 
"  Are  you  ill  ?"  inquired  Lilybum,  who  seemed 
annoyed  at  the  noise ;  but  no  reply  was  made. 
^^  The  gentleman,  I  presume^is  fast  asleep  and 
snoring,  though  - 1  must  own  I  never  heard  so 
strange  and  ulmatural  a  snore  before,  and  I  am 
not  apt  to  be  mistaken  in  such  things. — Ay,  sir, 
as  I  was  saying,  there  was  fire  and  water  to 
destroy  him,  and  the  same  elements  conspired  to 
sink  his  cutter."*' 

''D— n!"  uttered  Feaghan,  with  vehemence, 
as  in  fancy  he  beheld  the  wreck  of  his  lovely 
little  craft,  and  became  regardless  of  conse- 
quences. 

'^  Ay,  it  was  indeed  d n !''  responded  Lily- 
bum,  totally  mistaking  the  cause  of  the  exclar 
mation,  whilst  the  third  passenger  gave  a  louder 
grant  than  before ;  '<  she  was  blown  up,  sir, 
and  then  went  down.^ 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  the  outlaw  could 
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repress  his  feelings,  and  probably  some  ebuUition  . 
would  have  ensued^  but  the  driver  of  the  coach 
pulled  suddenly  up— the  report  of  fire-arms  was 
heard-^he  third  passenger  threw  open  the  door, 
bounded  into  the  road,  and  gave  a  shrill  whistle, 
which  brought  nearly  a  hundred  armed  men  in 
white  frocks  around  him,  and,  calling  to  the 
guard,  he  ordered  them  to  ^*  surrender  if  they 
wished  to  save  their  lives."  The  escort  saw  in  an 
instant  the  utter  uselessness  of  resistance,  for 
the  road  was  completely  blocked  up  by  trunks 
of  trees,  cars  overturned,  and  whatever  could  be 
made  available  at  a  short  notice  for  a  barrier — 
they  complied  with  the  demand,  and  gave  up 
their  arms. 

**  How,  what  the  devil  is  all  this  !^  shouted 
Lilybum,  when  the  vehicle  first  came  to  a  stand- 
still ;  ^^  a  turnpike  ?^  He  heard  the  shot  that 
levelled  one  of  the  horses.  **  Eh-'-what,  high- 
waymen ?  I  hope,  Mr.  Figgins,  you  will  stand 
by  me — ^halloo,"  observing  his  fellow  passenger 
jump  out ;  •*  why  the  man^s  going  to  run  away 
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—the  coward,"  and  he  cocked  one  of  his  pistols, 
giving  the  other  to  Feaghan,  when  he  learned 
that  he  was  unarmed. 

^^.We  are  surrounded,  Captain  Lilybum," 
observed  the  outlaw;  *^ these  are  a  band  of 
Whiteboys,  come  to  rescue  your  prisoners.'*' 

"  They  shall  have  my  life  first,  Mr.  Figgins,'** 
returned  the  Captain  with  energy ;  "  wiU  you 
stand  by  me,  sir,  or  not?— say  the  word  ^yes,^  for 
the  honour  of  the  army  and  your  commission, 
sir.  These  fellows  will  run  the  moment  thev 
are  attacked,  and  here  goes.'^ 

*'  Pardon  me,  Captain  Lilybum,*^  said  the 
smuggler,  detaining  him  in  his  seat ;  ^^  you 
know  but  little  of  the  courage  and  desperation 
of  such  men.  Any  resistance  on  your  part  would 
prove  wholly  unavailing,  and  draw  down  certain 
death  upon  your  head,  as  well  as  upon  the  heads 
of  your  men.^ 

**  My  life  is  my  country's,  and  so  ought  yours 
to  be,  Mr.  Figgins,"  retorted  Lilybum  fiercely, 
as  he  brake  from  Feaghan''s  hdd ;  **Ikiiowmy 
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duty,  sir,  and  am  seldom  mided  in  such  affairs." 
He  sprung  out  on  the  road,  and  calling  on 
his  men  to  secure  the  prisoners,  discharged  his 
pistol,  which  happily,  however,  did  no  further 
execution  than  putting  another  ball  into  tfie 
dead  horse.  The  next  instant  he  looked  arondd 
him — saw  his  men  disarmed,  and  slipping  soine* 
thing  from  his  pocket,  he  attempted  to  throw  it 
away,  but  his  hands  were  seised,  and  the  key  of 
the  prisoners'  fetters  dropped  at  his  feet,  as  he 
uttered,  in  mournful  accents,  <<  Dead  beat,  by 
Jove!" 

^*  Itfs  well  you^re  not  bote  dead,  you  hum- 
grufien,**  exclaimed  one  of  the  mm  who  hdd 
him ;  <^  by  the  powers,  but  it's  the  laste  taste  in 
life  youll  get  of  another  hour^--you  hangman 
thief.'' 

«  Be  civil,  my  friend— be  dvil,*'  uttered  Lily- 
bum  ;  **  I  am  not  inexperienced  in  the  hosj^ 
tality  of  your  countrymen,  and,  believe  me^  I 
venerate  the  liberty  of  the  subject.'^ 

*<  Be  me  sowl,  an  it  seems  so,  by  yer  keeping 
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it  locked  up,"**  uttered  another  as  he  picked  up 
the  key,  and  handed  it  to  the  passenger  who 
had  jumped  out  of  the  coach. 

'^  An,  who  the  dhivil  may  you  be,  when  yere 
scraped?^  inquired  a  stout  brawny  fellow,  look- 
ing into  the  coach  at  Feaghan,  who  still  retained 
his  seat. 

^^  Oh !  that-^that  is  a  wounded  officer  too 
lame  to  walk  I"  exclaimed  Lilyburn,  in  the 
goodness  of  his  heart  trying  to  preserve  his  com- 
panion from  molestation* 

"  An  offisher,  and  not  use  his  throtters  ? — bad 
luck  to  me  if  I  don^t  carry  him,  then,^  said  a 
third  approaching  the  carriage,  so  that  Feaghan, 
to  prevent  unpleasantness,  alighted. 

The  spectacle  was  wild  in  the  extreme ;  in  front, 
gleamed  upon  by  the  lighted  lamps,  and  seen 
dimly  through  the  reek  from  the  heated  horses, 
was  the  barricade,  and  the  dead  animal  ;^a  lofty 
bank  ran  up  on  the  right  hand  covered  with 
plantation,  and  on  the  1^  was  the  sloping  des- 
cent of  a  rather  steep  hill,  the  valley  being  lost 
in  the  distant  gloom,  and  the  shade  of  the  moun- 
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tain  that  rose  en  the  other  side  of  it.  Bdiind,  all 
was  darkness,  though  against  the  fidnt  light  of 
the  sky  could  be  discerned  a  mass  of  monng 
bodies,  the  glimmering  from  the  lamps  as  they 
threw  out  their  radiance  plainly  showing  their 
white  smocks.  Round  the  body  of  the  coaeh 
were  uncouth  beings,  armed  with  firelocks,  pitdi- 
ibrks,  scythes,  spades,  and  numerous  other 
weapons,  engaged  on  the  work  of  plunder,  whilst 
seated  on  the  bank  were  Peterson  and  Tooi 
Graves,  from  whose  1^  the  shackles  were  being 
removed,  and  during  the  operation  it  was  with 
extreme  difficulty  they  could  keep  away  ai  no- 
ble looking  Newfoundland  dog  that  would  harre 
almost  smothered  them  with  caresses. 

*•  Down,  Nep— down,  owld  bdy,**  said  Tom 
Graves,  soothingly;  '^  well  talk  to  you  pie- 
sently — ^kt^s  get  out  of  the  darbies,  Nep^and 
then--poor  £dlow,  how  natral  to  know  an  owld 
dii[Hnate.  But,  whereas  your  master^  Nep?*^ 
He^a  gone^  owld  boy — gone  for  ever,  and  yoo?ll 
never  get  such  another,  Nep.^ 
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The  prisoners  were  released,  and  Lilybum, 
Feaghan,  and  the  guards  were  placed  under 
surveillance,  whilst  a  council  was  held  as  to 
what  should  be  their  future  destiny.  Their 
fellow  passenger  in  the  coach  had  headed  the 
main  body,  and  retreated  along  the  road,  as  hav- 
ing some  other  immediate  object  in  view,  leaving 
about  a  dozen  behind  them  to  decide  the  fate  of 
the  captives,  which  was  soon  announced  to  be — 
death. 

^*  This  is  playing  vengeance  with  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  Mr.  Figgins,*^  said  Lilybum, 
composedly  ;  ^^  rough  law,  sir,  and  rough  jus- 
tice— or  rather  vengeance.  I  will  not  plead  for 
my  life  to  lebds,  sir — rebds  against  the  King 
I  venerate,  and  who  have  no  respect  for  the  trial 
by  jury,  or  the  privileges  granted  by  Magna 
Charta — ^besides,  sir,  I  see  it  would  be  useless, 
utterly  useless.  Look  at  those  cat-throat  faces 
longing  for  our  lives — I  never  was  deceived  in 
physiognomy,  sir,  and  take  my  word  for  it,  Mr. 
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FigginS)  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we 
shall  both  be  as  dead  as  mutton.^ 

'^  Have  better  hopes,  captain,^  returned  Eea- 
ghan,  in  a  voice  only  audible  to  his  companion ; 
^^your  prisoners  experienced  your  humanity, 
and  see  they  are  pleading  for  you — earnestly 
pleading.^ 

^*  They'll  plead  in  vain,  Mr.  Figgins,  for  they 
plead  in  forma  pauperis^  sir,^  responded  Lily* 
bum ;  **  and  when  was  that  ever  attended  to  in 
4ny  court  ?  I  know  a  little  of  the  law,  sir,  and 
am  not  often  mistaken  in  these  things.  Nor 
have  I  any  fear  of  death  !  I  liave  discharged 
my  duty  to  my  country,  and,  thank  Grod,  have 
a  conscience  void  of  offence.  But  let  us  pre- 
pare, sir;  do  not  cherish  a  single  hope^  Mr. 
Figgias,  and  thereby  deprive  yourself  of  the 
Christian's  last  consolation.  See,  Mr.  Figgins^ 
their  entreaties  are  rejected ;  let  us  look  up  to 
the  great  Being  whose  ears  are  ever  open  to 
the  cry  of  the  afflicted  and  the  prayer  of  the 
penitent'^ 
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Feagfaan  fdt  putiealaify pMUkd M'ltH\.iiflm 
■etf-pcMBeaeion  of  the  tvnaue  captini,'  Ibd'Oe  ' 
total  absence  of  unmanly  fear.  PetenAfltad 
Graves  were,  indeed,  eanKsUy  iinjdori(l|f-  the 
Whitebuys  to  spare  the  lives  tH  tiot^^iffft 
tivea,  but  such  waa  the  strong  IiostiUty  frt«4(- 
ing  at  the  time  against  the  revenue  'md'tlM 
troops  (some  of  the  rebels  having  1]a9i"t«kw 
(Nily  the  day  previous,  and  hui^  fHF-ha^WfOt 
die  branches  of  trees),  that  no  iaterVoAmyit* 
vailed,  and  two  or  thne  of  the  WhhttMya  mU 
vanced  towards  their  prisoners  wilh'WpN^'ttl 
thmhanda.  i..  j>ai  v«- 

"  I  told  you  so,"  said  Lilybum  ;  "  here  they 
come  with  tlie  halters ;  yuu  ate  I'm  never  mis- 
taken. It's  discreditable,  though,  to  die  like  a 
thief,  when  a  l>all  through  the  heart  would 
answer  every  purpose,"  The  men  conimanded 
them  to  take  oft'  their  neck-cloths.  "  Let  me 
look  at  that  rope,"  said  the  captain. 

"  Be  my  conscience  but  it's  sthrong  enough, 
seeing  as  it  hung  Jack   Hagarty  yesterday,' 


HAMILTON  KIN0«  105 

said  tbe  man,  preseoting  the  rope ;  ^ob^tunder, 
never  liBar,  my  jewel,  but  itll  howld  you  safe 
enough.^ 

^*  Allow  me,  my  friend,  to  guggest,''  said  the 
captain,  as  he  carefully  inspected  the  nposer^ 
*' just  allow  me  to  say  that  this  is  not  a  hang* 
man^B  knot ;  you  see  it  will  not  render  easily,'^ 
and  he  demonstrated  his  assertion.  *^  Vm  not 
ignorant  of  these  matters,  having  been  many 
3^ears  at  sea*— and  seamen,  you  must  know,  are 
curious  in  knots  ;  I  cannot  endure  to  see  any^ 
thii^  done  lubberly.  Now,  learn  somethiog, 
my  friend,  and  youll  be  able  to  ascertain  that 
all's  ship-shape  when  it  comes  to  your  own 
tum,^  and  the  matter-of-fact  man  cast  off  the 
noose,  and  then  renewed  it  aecundem  artem^ 
ottering,  as  he  returned  it,  '^  There.**" 

*^  I  am  pleased  to  witness  so  much  presence  of 
mind,"  said  Feaghan,  ^^  and  trust  it  will  have 
its  effect  upon  these  savages." 

**  Now  then,**  exclaimed  the  man,  "  say  a  short 
prayer,  or  you  may  just  squeeze  out  a  couple^ 

F  S 


10b*  HAMILTON  KING. 

but  let  them  be  close  together,  as  time  is  precious 
to  us,  having  other  work  in  hand,^  and  the  fel- 
low put  the  halter  round  Lilybum''s  neck. 

<^  Here''8  a  basis  for  the  moralist,^  uttered  the 
captain,  adjusting  the  rope  and  turning  to  Fea- 
ghan ;  *^  he  talks  of  the  precious  nature  of  time ; 
if  it  is  so  valuable  to  him,   what  must  it  be 

to  us  r 

The  outlaw  had  not  followed  the  example  of 
resignation  set  him  by  his  companion,  for  he 
had  stood  unmoved,  without  complying  with  the 
mandate  to  take  off  his  neckerchief  and  undo 
his  collar.  "  You'd  betther,''  uttered  the  fellow 
who  was  appointed  to  make  his  last  toilette. 

'*  Ay — ^it  is  of  no  use  resisting,  Lieutenant 
Figgins,^  said  Lilybum,  grasping  his  hand ; 
'*  let  us  die  like  men,  and  more,  like  gentlemen, 
fcft  such  I  am  sure  we  are,  though  you  did  not 
exactly  second  my  attempt  at  defence.  But, 
sir,  Ftn  not  easily  deceived  when  I  look  upon  a 
gentleman— there  is  a  sort  of  brotherhood-- a 
fTOoaaflonry — "^ 
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<<  Will  you  take  the  clout  off,  or  must  I  make 
you?^  roared  the  ruffian,  addressing  Feaghan 
and  snatching  at  his  collar,  for  ^rhich  a  blow 
from  the  outlaw  stretched  him  on  the  ground. 

.  ^<  By  all  the  divels  in  hell,^  shouted  another 
ruffian,  rushing  up  to  him,  ^<  but  you  shall  pay 
dear  for  that,^  and  he  aimed  a  blow  at  him  with 
a  spade,  which  would  have  cleft  his  skull,  but 
Feaghan  adroitly  slipped  aside,  and  the  fellow, 
overpowered  by  his  own  impetus,  fell  prostrate 
with  heavy  weight. 

Lilybum  had  knelt  down  in  prayer,  but  this 
resistance  on  the  part  of  his  companion  brought 
him  to  his  feet  again,  though  the  miscreant  who 
held  the  halter  tightened  it  about  his  neck. 
Peterson  and  Graves  advanced  to  bid  Lilybum 
farewell,  and  to  express  their  sorrow  that  he 
should  suffer  for  having  done  his  duty.  ^^  Cease 
this  cursed  cruelty — this  thirst  for  blood,^ 
shouted  Feaghan,  as — throwing  off  his  cloak, 
sliawls,  and  cap, — he  stood  revealed  before  them. 
"Down,   Nep— down,"   exclaimed  he,  for  the 
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dog  instantly  recognized  his  vdce,  and,  making 
one  bound  towards  his  master,  leaped  upon  him 
in  joyous  playfulness. 

'^  An*  who  may  you  be,  Misther  king*s  offi- 
cer, tliat  takes  upon  you  to  command  free  men  IT 
said  the  apparent  principal  among  the  rebels, 
boldly  strutting  up  to  the  outlaw. 

"An"  who  am  I,  Shamus?*'  returned  Fea- 
ghan,  in  strong  Irish  accent,  whilst  Lilyburn 
looked  on  with  amazement,  and  Tom  Graves 
recoiled  in  superstitious  dread ;  ^^  it*s  yeself 
as  shall  answer  the  question,  as  the  brute  baste 
has  done  afore  you,  Shamus.  Who  am  I,  says 
he — Gramniachree,  an*  who  should  I  be  ?  *' 

^^  Hurroo  !  your  sowls  to  glory, ^  yelled 
Shamus ;  ^*  divel  the  bit  less  than  himself. 
Hurroo  and  hurroosh,  you  tunderingomadhaums 
— ye  murthering  bug  throtters,*'  and  away  he 
cut  and  diuffled  in  the  Irish  dance,  twirling  his 
switch  (about  the  dimensions  of  three  stout 
bruomstickB  rolled  into  one),  to  the  astonishment 
of  his  barbarous  comrades. 
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**  Well,  this  is  a  moral  revolution,  at  all 
events,  Mr.  Figgins ;  and  you  bearing  his  ma- 
jesty's commission,*"  said  Lilybum.  ^*  To  what, 
pray,  may  I  attribute  this  change  ?" 

^'  Have  you  no  recollection  of  my  features. 
Captain  Lilybum  ?-*  returned  the  smuggler, 
facing  towards  the  coach*lamps  so  as  to  throw 
the  whole  of  their  light  upon  his  countenance. 
^^  I*m  paler  and  thinner  than  I  was,  for  I  have 
suffered  much ;  yet  you  cannot  have  forgotten 
me  ?  or,^'  added  he,  laughing  in  recklessness, 
^*  you  must  remember  the  Lilybumalia  !*' 

"  Mr.  Tooley,  by  all  that's  abominable !  My 
mind  did  misgive  me,"  uttered  Lilybum,  as  if 
vexed  at  the  imposition,  *^  for  I  suspected  some- 
thing  of  the  kind  all  along.  No,  no,  no,-^I*iQ 
not  easily  deceived.     But  how  was  you  saved  ?" 

^  Let  it  suffice  for  the  present.  Captain  Lily- 
bum, that  you  and  your  men  are  saved,*'  re- 
turned the  smuggler,  as  he  fondled  his  huge 
animal,  and  then  grasped  the  hands  of  his  two 
subordinates,  Peterson  and  Tom  Graves. 
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'<  I  am  more  happy  to  see  you,  sir/*  said 
Tom,  ^^than  I  am  at  having  regained  my 
liberty ;  but  both  are  a  god-send,  and  so  Til 
just  log  *em  down  in  the  same  reckoning.  But 
the  poor  craft,  sir,**  added  he,  with  a  mournful 
shake  of  the  head  ;  ^^  the  cutter,  sir, — poor 
thing,**  and  he  hung  down  his  head  in  sorrow. 

••  Well,  well,  Tom,  you  shall  tell  me  about 
that  by  and  by,"*^  said  Feaghan,  much  moved 
by  the  man's  earnestness.  ^^  A  t  present  we  must 
have  other  matters  in  hand ;  the  coach  must  be 
released,  and  Captain  Lilybum  and  his  men 
sent  forward  on  their  journey.'" 

The  Whiteboys  no  sooner  were  aware  that 
the  noted  Smasher  was  amongst  them,  than  they 
prepared  implicitly  to  follow  his  directions,  and 
though  at  first  there  was  some  murmuring  rela. 
live  to  allowing  the  revenue  men  their  liberty — 
especially  as  they  were  considered  already  con- 
demned  by  the  /tile  of  retaliation — ^yet  they  ulti- 
mately consented  to  his  wishes,  and  set  about  to 
dear  away  the  barricade ;  whilst  the  driver  of  the 
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coach  unharnessed  the  dead  animal  from  his  team. 
In  a  yery  short  time  the  passage  was  open  for 
them  to  renew  their  journey,  and  Feaghan  was 
anxious  for  their  departure  previous  to  the 
return  of  the  main  body  of  the  rebels,  whom  he 
oonjectured  might  not  be  so  accommodating  as 
their  comrades. 

Feterscm  and  Tom  Graves  expressed  their 
thanks  (or  the  humanity  with  which  they  had 
been  treated  by  the  revenue  captain,  who  was 
excessively  mortified  at  the  rescue,  .though  ke 
had  behaved  well  to  the  men.  ^^  I'll  be  honest, 
my  lads,"  said  he ;  ^^  though  I\n  not  altogether 
sorry  far  your  good  fortune,  yet  I  would  much 
rather  liave  carried  you  on  with  me.^ 

**  You  will  act  wisely.  Captain  Lilybum,  to 
refirain  from  such  language,^  remonstrated  the 
outlaw ;  *^  these  men  surrounding  you  are  now 
dissatisfied  that  you  will  be  suffered  to  proceed; 
do  not  inflame  their  passions  by  intemperate 
expressions.  Life  is  worth  more  than  a  few 
hasty  words.     Besides,"  added  he,  laughing 
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**  a  man  who  so  much  reRpects  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  ought  to  be  rejoiced  to  witness  the  ex- 
emplification of  his  principles,  whether  apfdied 
to  others  or  brought  nearer  home  to  himself.^ 

*'  In  a  just  cause,  Mr.  Tooley,  or  Mr.  Fig* 
giiis,^  responded  the  revenue  captain ;  ^^  mark 
me,  only  in  a  just  cause.  My  detention  of  your 
men  was  a  point  of  duty ;  their  release  and  my 
ciqjture  is  a  rebellious  outrage, — there^s  the  dis* 
tincticm,  sir.  Oh,  I  know  something  of  the  law, 
Mr.  Tooley  Figgins,  and  am  seldom  wrong  in 
my  Tiews  upon  such  subjects.^ 

**  At  all  events  you  are  about  to  proceed  upon 
your  journey,*'*  said  Feaghan,  **  and,  therefore, 
your  only  inconvenience  is  the  loss  of  two  noUe 
fidlows,  who,  instead  of  being  sacrificed  to  what 
you  caU  broken  laws,  will  henceforth,  probably, 
be  a  gam  to  their  country.  Had  they  disobeyed 
onkn  I  should  have  shot  them  for  mutiny ;  they 
preserved  discipline,  and  I  alone  ank  to  blame/ 
-  **  I  can't  desactly  understand  the  gentleman,** 
uttered  old  Tom,  taking  off  his  bat  with  be- 
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oBttiiag  leipttt.    ^*  It^i  true  he  has  been  good 
to  11%  wad  we've  had  plenty  of  grab,  and  nafatf 
treatment;  but,  to  my  thinking,  when  the  fiq^ 
eendof  aiope  waa  to  faring  us  up  all^standing,  it 
waa  aomut  like  fattening  a  mouse  for  the  jaws 
of  the  cat    Now,  look  ye  here.    Suppose  yott 
had  got  us  stowed  away  in  the  howld  of  Dublin 
jail,  or  any  other  jail— -what  then  ? — why,  we 
ahould  have  been  had  afore  the  big^wigs,  who 
arVt  got  no  r^ar  proper  notions  of  the  rigfata 
and  privileges  of  the  free  trade,  though  many  on 
^em  encourages  it  to  sarve  their  own  sehrei. 
Well,  we  should  have  been  had  up,  and  the 
coBsam  of  the  Spider  overhauled  again  us;  and 
not  knowing,  as  I  said,  the  rights  and  privilegea 
of  the  free  trade,  theyM  make  out  the  d^entt 
of  our  lives  and  liberties  to  be  an  act  of  pira^ 

«"when,  Lord  love  your  heart,  it  ar*n^  na 
mom  like  piracy  than  a  tub  of  stuff  is  like  a 
pope'^a  mttre.  But  that  arVt  all,  for  they^d 
clench  the  end  this  here  way— nnipposing  any 
of  the  man-of-war's  men  lost  the  number  of  their- 

mess,  they'd  bring  in  a  vardick  of  wilfril  mu^- 
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der,  instead  of  accidental  death ;  for  we  never 
points  our  guns  with  malice  on  a  fore  thwart^ 
and  don*t  know  who  we  hits,  so  that,  if  they  gets 
in  the  way  of  the  shot,  it's  their  own  faults,  not 
oum ;  and  besides,  they  never  think  o*  taking 
into  their  calculations  who  may  be  killed  and 
wounded  on  our  side.     Now,  this  is — ^ 

<'  Rather  too  long  a  nermon  to  be  finished 
to-night,  Tom,^'  said  Feaghan,  as  he  motioned 
to  him  to  remain  silent. 

^^  There's  some  force  in  the  man*s  argument,**^ 
said  Lilybum,  who  dearly  loved  a  controversy  ; 
^'  but  if  there  is  any  one  thing  I  can  do  better 
than  another,  it  is  just  to  show  the  fallacy  of  his 
reasoning.  To  a  mind  like  yours,  Mr.  Tooley, 
or  Mr.  Figgins^  only  a  very  short  time  will  be 
required  to  force  conviction—" 

^'  Which  short  time,  my  dear  sir,  able  as  I 
know  your  appeal  would  be,  I  cannot  permit 
you  to  employ  as  you  wish,*  said  feaghan, 
respectfully.  <*  Sdf-preservation,  you  know, 
Laybum— " 
They  say  is  the  first  law  of  nature,  Mr. 
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Tooley,''  returned  the  reyenue  officer,  empha^ 
tically.  **  But,  sir,  if  you  will  just  graot  me 
your  indulgoat  hearing  a  few  minutes,  I  think 
I  can  disprove  the  assertion — at  least,  plaoe  it 
in  a  negative  light." 

^'  I  fear,  if  you  do  not  quickly  depart,  you 
will  have  to  regret  not  making  it  positive,*' 
urged  the  outlaw.  <<  I  can  control  the  few  who 
are  surrounding  us,  but  I  will  not  answer  for 
the  main  body  being  so  tractaUe,  should  they 
return ;  there  are  some  desperate  fellows  amongst 
them." 

''  Well,  well,  Mr.  Tooley  Figgins,  it  is  kind 
and  considerate  of  you,"  uttered  Lilybum,  with 
strong  emotion ;  ^^  and  as  I  hope  one  day  or 
other  to  meet  with  you  again,  we  may  possibly 
be  blest  with  more  leisUK  to  discuss  the  point 
at  length.  But,  sir,  you  may  rest  assured— 
and  I  am  not  easily  deceived  in  these  matters-— 
I  say  you  may  rest  assured — ^" 

*'  That  the  coach  is  waiting  for  you.  Captain 
Lilybum,"  interrupted  Feaghan,  somewhat  ish 
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any  poor  devils  iif  smugglers  hereof 
your  han(k,  reti lumber  that  your  111 
saved  by  an  outlawed  rebel  this  nigh 
them  with  generous  humanity." 

"  In  every  thing  consistent  with  i 
my  sovereign,  Mr.  Figgins,"  retuniei 
nue  captain,  not  a  littie  afTected.  "  1 
one  thing,  sir,  in  which  I  wish  to  pn 
the  correctness  of  my  discernment, 
difficult  it  is  to  deceive  me  in  such  n 
said,  from  the  first  moment  I  taw 
you  was  a  man  of  education  and  A  g 
and— ■■ 

*'  You  forget  the  Lilybumalia," 
ghan,  laughing,  as  he  opened  the  a 
and  let  down  the  r 
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^  However,  I  have  most  cordially  to  thank  you 
for  your  kind  intervention,  and  shall  certainly 
inake  it  known  at  head-^quarters ;  not  but  I'm 
thinking  the  only  promotion  they  would  be  de- 
sirous  of  bestowing  on  you,  you  would  be  equally 
desirous  of  dispensing  with«  Ah !  my  men  are 
all  aboard,  I  see  i  there'^s  coachee,  with  his  signal 
for  sailing.*'  He  extended  his  hand  to  the  out* 
law,  which  was  grasped  with  eagerness.  ^^  Grood 
bye,  Mr.  Tooley-^good  bye ;  Anderson  will 
have  the  laugh  at  me  again ;  but  then,  sir,  he^s 
a  know-nothing,  after  all.*"  Lilybum  took  his 
seat. 

^  As  a  matter  of  precaution,  you  have  been 
deprived  of  all  means  of  defence,  should  you  be 
attacked,"  said  Feaghan  ;  ^^  and  as  the  district 
is  in  a  very  troubled  state,  I  have  written  a  pass, 
which,  if  molestation  should  occur,  you  have 
only  to  present  to  prevent  unpleasant  conse- 
quences ;'*'-^and  he  held  out  a  slip  of  paper  on 
which  he  had  been  writing  with  a  pencil. 

"  Thank  you — thank   you,''    returned    the 
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Other,  taking  the  document ;  and  as  he  threw 
himself  back  in  the  vehicle  as  Feaghan  closed 
the  door,  he  heard  him  utter,  ^^  Smasher  or  no 
Smasher,  he'^s  a  perfect  gentleman,  and  there^s 
no  mistaking  it.*" 

Away  drove  the  coach.  The  party,  gathering 
up  the  plunder,  promptly  quitted  the  scene  of 
action,  leaving  a  scout  to  inform  their  comrades 
of  the  cause  of  departure.  Feaghan  now  learned 
that  the  third  passenger  of  the  coach  was  well 
known  to  him  as  a  man  of  independent  property, 
who  had  become  an  amateur  leader  of  the  White- 
boys.  He  had  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
OTonnor  Hall,  and  had  ascertained  that  Lily- 
bum  was  there  with  two  prisoners,  whom  he  was 
about  to  conduct  by  land  to  Cork,  in  defiance 
of  the  recommendations  to  take  them  round  in 
his  cutter.  But  Lilybum  could  not  believe 
there  was  any  .difference  between  travelling  in 
Irdand  and  travelling  in  England :  and  as  be 
declared  <*  he  was  never  deceived  in  such  mat- 
ten»^  he  was  allowed  to  have  his  own  headstrong 
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way.  The  leader,  on  being  informed  of  his  decif- 
sion,  promptly  despatched  an  express  to  get  the 
boys  together  at  the  very  spot  were  the  coach 
was  8top|)fd,  and  taking  his  passage  inside,  the 
success  of  the  stratagem  has  already  been  shown. 
But  immediately  on  alighting,  the  leader  de- 
tached the  main  body,  leaving  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  carry  summary  execution  into  effect,  and 
preferring  to  be  out  of  the  way  at  the  time,  for 
he  entertained  no  idea  that  the  Smasher  would 
intercede  in  favour  of  the  captives.  The  osten- 
sible reason  for  detaching  the  main  body  was 
that  a  strong  party  had  gone  to  seize  some  illicit 
stills  that  had  been  discovered  in  the  neighbour* 
hood,  and  he  deemed  it  right  to  take  with  him 
an  overwhelming  force  to  defeat  their  intents. 
How  far  this  was  correct  they  did  not  discover ; 
the  stills  were  unmolested,  they  saw  no  troops, 
and  long  before  daylight  every  man  was  snugly* 
ensconced  in  his  own  little  crib. 

Feaghan  was  well  aware  that,  as  socm  as  the 
rescue  of  the  smugglers  and  the  resuscitation  of 
^^  the  Smasher  ^  became  known,  no  means  would 
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be  left  untried  to  apprehend  them  ;  he  thought 
it  would  therefore  be  most  advisable  to  quit  that 
part  of  the  country  without  delay,  and  as  Kin- 
sale  was  the  nearest  sea-port,  a  car  wa^  procured 
immediately  at  the  next  hamlet,  and  they 
arrived  about  daybreak  upon  the  precincts  of 
the  harbour,  where  several  homeward-bound  ves- 
sels were  riding,  having  been  driven  in  by  stress 
of  weather.  A  fisherman's  punt  received  the 
three,  and  they  boarded  a  West  Indiaman  that 
was  preparing  to  sail.  Feaghan  represented  him- 
self as  the  mate  of  a  brig  that  had  been  wrecked, 
and  his  two  subs  as  seamen  of  the  same  vessel, 
all  wanting  a  passage  to  England,  for  which 
they  proffered  their  services  to  navigate  the 
ship.  The  West  Indiaman  was  short-handed, 
and  such  an  offer  was  very  acceptable ;  no  ques- 
tions were  asked,  no  suspicions  entertained, 
and  the  outlaw,  accompanied  by  Peterson  and 
Graves,  and  his  faithful  Neptune,  had  in  a  few 
hours  the  satisfiMtion  of  seeing  the  Old  Head 
of  Kinsale  far  astern,  as  they  proceeded  with  a 
IkToiinbk  bnew  fiir  the  British  ChanneL 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

**  Hark !  to  the  crashing  of  her  masts ;  the  spar,  and 

helm,  and  sail, 
Ar6  b<irDe  away  in  the  wrathful  swirl  of  that  relentless 

gale; 
And  from  her  broad  and  ribbed  side  each  straggling 

plank  is  reft. 
Till  there  is  not  a  shred  of  her  bravery  on  that  dark  wild 

ocean  left." 

^  And  now,  Tom,^  said  Feaghan,  as  sitting 
on  deck  in  their  watch,  ^^  I  must  crave  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  fate  of  the  Blue  Bob,  of 
which  I  have  only  heard  some  few  particulars 
by  fits  and  starts.*** 

*•  Ah  !  poor  thing,^'  groaned  old  Tom,  "  she 
hardly  ever  held  up  her  head  again  after  she 
lo«t  yer  honour ;  and  that  same  morning  when 
olrld  black  Mike  came  down  to  order  us  to  sea, 

VOL.  II.  G 
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and  Muster  Rapertee,  like  a  deviFs  babby,  all 
brimstone  and  blue  blazes,  it  was  a  melancholy 
time  for  them  as  knew  what  a  good  craft  was, 
and  had  any  feeling  in  their  hearts/* 

**  It  was  Hagan,  then,  that  brought  the  orders 
for  going  to  sea  ?^*  said  Feaghan  in  a  tone  of  in- 
quiry. 

<«  It  was,  sir,  and  he  got  ''em  of  the  owner,*** 
answered  Tom  ;  **  but  there  was  Muster  Rapar- 
tee  mad  groggy,  besides  a  broken  collar-bone, 
and  the  people  all  mops  and  brooms.  Howsom- 
ever,  Muster  Peterson  got  her  out,  and,  as  I  have 
already  towld  you,  we  shortly  arterwards  missed 
one  of  the  boys,  for  the  young  "^un  they  called 
Hammy,  was  shouting  for  him.  What  had  be- 
come of  him  in  course  we  never  knew ;  but  we 
made  a  beautiful  passage  to  Bordoaks,  and  after 
waiting  some  time  in  expectation  of  your  com- 
ing, we  took  in  a  cargo^  and  got  all  ready  for 
starting.  Muster  Rapartee  was  aabore  with  his 
traps,  laid  up  in  sick  quarters,  so  Muster  Peter- 
son  and  I  got  Hammy  to  live  and  mess  with  a 
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good  motherly  owld  lady,  as  promised  to  take 
care  of  him ;  but  when  Muster  Rapartee  came 
aboard  again,  he  insisted  upon  having  the  boy 
brought  back,  or  to  be  towld  where  he  was ;  but 
we*d  made  up  our  minds  not  to  do  either  the 
one  ncM*  the  toother.  Well,  yer  honour  knows 
what  he  is  when  he  gets  into  a  rage — somat  next 
akin  to  a  norwesterly  gale — still  we  wouldn^ 
let  him  have  his  will  o'  the  child,  for  he  swore 
he^d  miuxler  him ;  and  at  last  he  takes  it  into 
his  head,  all  of  a  sudden,  to  purchase  the  anchor 
and  run  for  home.**^ 

^'  Did  he  never  say  anything  about  the  cause 
of  his  hatred  to  the  child  ?^  inquired  Feaghan. 

**  No,  sir,  not  disactly,^*  responded  the  boats- 
wain. ''  He  used  sometimes,  when  he  was  tosti* 
cated)  to  talk  about  a  large  reward  for  the  boy''s 
life;  but  we  never  could  make  out  what  he 
meant,  and,  some  how  or  other,  I  don^t  think  be 
knowM  his-self.^* 

**  The  grand  secret  then  was  safe  from  him^^ 
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obscn-ed  the  outlaw,  as  if  communing  with  his 
own  thoughts;  "  but  go  on,  Tom.'* 

**  There  was  a  pretty  breeze  upon  our  quarter 

us  we  passed  the  Cordovan  lights,**  continued 

Tom,  **  and  we  kept  dose  along-shore,  that  we 

might  step  into  any  of  the  small  ports,  if  so  be 

as  we*d  been  chased ;  but  the  wind  dropped  by 

the  time  we  were  inside  of  Bellisle,  and  then  it 

fell  calm  for  a  couple  of  watches,  and  arterwards 

sprung  up  dead  again    us.      Muster  Peterson 

wanted  to  work  up  for  L*Orient,  or  run  into 

Quiberon  Bay ;    but  Muster  Rapartee  would 

thrash  her  along-shore ;  and  though  I  own  he  is 

a  good  seaman,  yet  he  am*t  got  the  delicacy  of 

the  thing  in  working  such  a  sweet  hooker  as  the 

Blue  Bob ;  he*d  no  tenderness  nor  diskrimmage- 

ment  to  relieve  the  craft  in  the  heavy  squalls, 

but  forced  her  smack  through  all,  however  much 

the  spars  complained  or  the  timbers  moaned. 

Well,  yer  honour,  we  kept  her  onnatrally  at  it, 

atnaning  her  frame-work,  and  finding  ^lls  for 

the  pumpsi  till  we  got  up  to  Quimperlay ;  but 
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Muster  Bapartee  was  never  what  you  may  call 
altogether  sober,  and  he  swore  he  would  not 
give  in,  ^  though  it  blowed  top  mawls  and  marlin 
spikes  with  the  points  downwards;'  and  there 
we  was,  retching  ofF  and  on,  burying  the  poor 
thing  under  the  green  seas  as  would  have  swal- 
lowed her,  but  that  she  was  still  lively  and  strug- 
gled again  it,  raising  herself  up  upon  the  comb 
of  the  sea,  and  shaking  herself  clear  of  the  spray, 
like  a  marmaid.*^ 

**  Ah  !  she  was  a  precious  creature,  Tom," 
apostrophized  Feaghan,  as  recollections  of  his 
lovely  vessel  came  across  his  mind ;  ^^  she  has 
stood  under  us  in  many  a  dark  and  trying  hour, 
old  boy,  and  1  used  to  please  myself  with  the 
idea  that  she  was  proud  of  carrying  us  securely 
over  the  foaming  waters,  and  through  the  con- 
flicting elements,  where  larger  vessels  must  have 
perished.^' 

"And  d'ye  think  she  wam't  proud,  yer 
honour?'*  appealed  the  boatswain,  as  if  confi- 
dent of  the  fact.     "  When  did  she  behave  so 
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wdl  as  during  a  strong  gale  and  a  heavy  sea  P — 
and  to  liave  such  an  onnatral  eend  at  last!" 

"  D —  the  fellow^s  perverseness !"  exclaimed 
Feaghan,  with  a  strong  expression  of  bitterness ; 
*'  but  then  it  cost  him  his  life,  Tom." 

"  And  good  right,  too,  sir,''  returned  Graves ; 
^^  if  he  alone  had  suffered,  it  would  not  have 
been  much  matter;  but  there  was  them  inno- 
cents, sir,  who  ownly  obeyed  orders— -  smart 
active  men,  throwing  their  limbs  in  the  air,  a 
leg  here  and  an  arm  there,  as  if  the  craft  had 
been  laden  with  human  fragments ;  oh !  it 
was" — 

<<  Ay,  ay,  old  boy,  Tm  fully  sensible  of  it,*^ 
said  Feaghan  ;  *^  but  heave  arhead,  Tom ;  the 
watch  is  nearly  out  and  I  should  like  to  have 
the  Bequel.** 

^Then  I*m  thinking  it's  lost,  yer  honour, 
that  9uekweU^  said  Graves,  not  comprehending 
his  captdn^s  meaning ;  '^  everything  went  down 
inthecraft^ 

^So  I  suppoae,  Tom, — so  I  suj^xise,'*  re- 
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sponded  the  outlaw^  whose  spirit  was  too  deeply 
touched  even  to  smile  at  the  veteran^s  mistake ; 
^  however,  go  on  with  your  account." 

^^  It  was  no  use  argufying  with  him,  ar,^' 
proceeded  the  old  man ;  ^^  he  was  detarminedly 
wilful,  and  wilful  men  will  have  their  way.  I 
was  in  hopes,  howsomever,  that  when  we'd  wea- 
thered the  Saints,  or  got  through  the  Raz  passage 
so  as  to  open  Dowaminney  Bay,  he  would  shel- 
ter th^re,  or  make  for  Brest ;  but  he  retched  right 

* 

out  from  the  land  into  the  open  sea,  and  we  got 
the  whole  weight  of  the  gale.  At  last  it  blowed 
itself  out,  and  backed  round  to  the  southard, 
and  then  we'd  a  good  offing,  and  made  sail  for 
home,  with  a  heavy  swell  from  arhead  running 
right  again  us,  and  burying  our  bowsprit  Aap 
imder.  Nothing  mislested  us  till  we  got  some- 
where away  in  a  line  to  the  west  of  Sdlly,  when 
a  large  frigate  and  a  cutter  hove  in  sight,  right 
in  our  track  as  ever  they  could  be.  We  wanted 
Muster  Rapartee  to  haul  to  the  wind  and  daw 
off  out  of  their  way,  by  weathering  Vm  and  fore* 
retching  withal — ^but  he  was  stupid  and 


128  HAMILTON   KING. 

nate,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the  doom  of  the  pretty 
craft  was  already  fated.  The  strange  cutter  we 
knew  to  be  the  Dolphin,  and  therefore  we  didn't 
care  for  her,  provided  we  could  keep  clear  of  the 
frigate ;  but  once  under  her  guns,  and  it  would 
be  all  over  with  the  Blue  Bob.*" 

^^  And  yet  I  have  been  under  a  frigate^s  bows, 
Tom,  within  half-musket  shot,'*  said  Feaghan, 
proudly.  **  Her  shot  went  over  and  over  us, 
but  they  were  bad  marksmen,  and  except  a  rope 
or  two  stranded,  and  some  dozen  holes  in  the 
sails,  I  clawed  off  uninjured.  And  pray  how 
did  you  go  on?^ 

'*  Arter  all  we  could  say,"  rejoined  the  boat- 
swain, ^^  Muster  Rapartee  wouldn't  bring  her 
to  the  wind ;  he  said  ^  she  had  beat  her  enemies 
afore  by  running,  and  she  should  beat  ^em  again.* 
— But  Muster  Rapartee  wam't  yer  honour,  to 
watch  every  heave  and  set  of  her  bows,  and  to 
keep  her  steady  in  her  course.  He  didn^t  know 
so  much  of  the  ways  of  the  craft  as  yer  hcmour, 
and  consequently  he  acted  a  very  foolish  part  in 
bearing  down  right  slap  into  their  teeth,  when  he 
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might  have  got  clear  off  to  windard  in  a  few 
hours,  and,  mayhap,  not  never  seen  no  more  on 
'em.  Howsomever,  away  we  went  almost  right 
afore  it,  and  the  people  began  to  grumble,  and 
then  to  threaten ;  and  at  last  he  towld  'em  to 
bring  the  cutter  close  at  it.  The  squaresds 
were  lowered,  and  the  sheets  hauled  in,  in  no 
time ;  but,  just  as  we  began  to  creep  firom  'em, 
the  full  effects  of  straining  the  poor  creatur  in 
the  gale  became  onparent,  and  we  found  her 
mast-head  badly  sprung  just  under  the  eyes  of 
the  shrouds,  and  it  kept  twisting  round  at  every 
heave,  so  that  we  expected  to  see  the  whole  a 
wreck,  without  the  slightest  hope  of  getting 
away.     How  it  held  so  long  is  my  wonder  !*^ 

^^It  was  a  good  stick,  too,^  said  Feaghan, 
mournfully ;  '<  but  nothing  can  stand  against  the 
wear  and  tear  of  a  heavy  sea  and.  a  strong  wind.^ 

^^  Especially  when  there  was  no  necessity  for 
it,  yer  honour,"  observed  the  boatswain.  ^'How- 
somever, we  got  up  some  handspikes,  and  tried 
to  fish  it  as  well  as  we  could,  and  shifted  some 
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of  the  blocks  below — but  all  was  of  no  use; 
down  it  came,  after  drawing  away  from  em  for 
about  three  hours ;  and  had  it  been  only  an  hour 
m*  two  later,  when  darkness  spread  itself  over 
the  ocean,  they  might  have  passed  us  by  with- 
out seeing  us.  As  it  was,  there  we  laid  a  com- 
plete wreck  to  be  gazed  at  by  the  enemy,  then 
out  about  two  miles  dead  to  looard.  But  whe> 
ther  to  looard  or  to  windard  was  no  matter  now, 
we*d  only  a  bare  pole  standing,  without  a  rope- 
yam  to  kiver  its  nakedness,  and  every  part  of 
the  decks  was  strewed  with  the  sails  and  gear. 
I  saw  it  was  a  done  job,  and  there  was  no  use  in 
staying  to  be  taken  if  so  be  as  there  was  any 
chance  of  escape,  so  Peterson  and  I  lowers  down 
the  cocktail  from  the  after-davits  without  being 
obsarved,  and,  sliding  over  the  taffrail,  we  got 
dear  off,  and  pulled  away  right  in  the  wind's 
eye. 

**  Presently  Muster  Rapartee  caught  sight  of  us, 
and  hailed  fcr  us  to  come  back ;  but  we  couIdnH 
'  Hgree  to  it  at  do  price,  so  he  orders  up  the 
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muskets  and  began  peppering  away  at  the  cock- 
tail, whilst  some  of  the  men  wM'e  lifting  the 
galley  clear  of  the  wreck,  and  trying  to  launch 
her.  Just  as  we  were  rising  on  a  sea,  so  that  the 
open  boat  became  exposed,  a  musket-ball  grazed 
Muster  Peterson's  ankle,  and  knocked  a  plug-hole 
through  the  bottom ;  but  we  soon  stopped  the 
leak,  and  then  stretched  out  again  with  all  our 
strength.  The  galley  was  at  last  got  out — but 
they  broke  her  back  in  launching  her,  so  that 
she  would  scarcely  float;  still  she  was  soon 
filled  with  hands,  though  we  had  no  fear  of  her 
catching  us,  and  soon  arterwards  we  saw  her  go 
down.'* 

"  Poor  fellows !"  said  Feagfaan,  "  they  de- 
served a  better  fate — ^braver  lads  never  en- 
gaged in  the  trade — and,  except  a  little  wild- 
ness  that  was  easily  subdued,  many  of  them 
were  civilized  beings  compared  with  the  rough 
cast  of  their  country.     Did  they  all  perish  ?*' 

**  No,  sir,"  responded  old  Tom,  **  for  when 
we  saw  ^em  struggling  in  the  water  we  pulled 
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the  sin-iKiunders  to  Ixar— but,  thou 
JancMl  past  ub,  Ihej  never  touched ; , 
no»  four  good  hands  „d  a  oockawa 
"idened  our  dirtimce,  and  begaa  to  nt 
gelling  off,  wlicn  an  onluckj  shot  stri 
under  the  counter,  tilled  one  of  the 
w«  were  soon  striking  out  for  our  live 
"  The  villain  !"  exclaimed  Feaghai 
hemence,  "  the  black-hearted  vilhun , 
could  your  capture  do  for  him  ?" 

"  Not  none  in  the  worU,  yer  hon 
BWered  the  veteran  ^  "  ownly  I  ,„ 
thought  di  hands  ought  to  be  turol 
"""  '»■'"''•  "«PI>ilj  for  us,  how«», 
boM  didn't  sink,  k  that  ive  were  able 
to  her  sides,  and  buoy  ourseK 
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prey  for  the  Philistines.  But  I  was  mistaken, 
sir,  for  whilst  I  was  looking  at  the  poor  thing, 
ready  to  make  a  child  of  myself  at  the  thoughts 
of  parting,  a  sudden  blaze  of  light  shot  up  in 
the  air — there  was  a  noise  like  thunder — the  wa- 
ters became  convulsed — spars  and  limbs,  and 
headless  bodies,  and  burning  sails,  and. many 
other  gredients,  all  went  aloft  together,  and 
then  descended  into  the  ocean  in  a  thousand  dif- 
ferent directions,  hissing  and  smoking  as  they 
fell ;  then  the  waves  rolled  on  as  smoothly  as 
ever.  The  Blue  Bob  had  gone  down,  and  the 
creatur  that,  one  hour  before,  had  looked  so 
beautiful  and  brave,  was  buried  beneath  that 
element  she  loved  to  sport  in,  whilst  a  black, 
cloud  of  smoke,  like  a  funeral  pall,  hung  over 
her  place  of  intarment.^ 

<<  Do  you  think  that  it  occurred  by  accident' 
OT  by  design,  Tom  ?^*  inquired  Feaghan,  much 
moved  at  the  earnestness  of  the  old  man. 

'^  Ifs  onpossible  for  me  to  say,  sir,***  answered 
Graves,  in  a  tone  of  melancholy  sadness ;  ^'  may? 
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hap  they  wam*t  over  careful  vdth    the   car- 
tridges " — 

<^  Or,  perhaps  O'Rafferty,  in  desperation, 
determined  not  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  those 
from  whom  he  expected  no  mercy,  fired  the 
magazine  himself/^  observed  Feaghan. 

*^  It  might  be  so,  sir,^'  returned  the  boatswain, 
**  but  I^m  ignorant  which  way  it  was  done,  and 
so  is  Muster  Peterson.  The  Dolphin  picked  us 
up,  and  mayhap  there  was  some  others  saved 
from  the  craft,  as  I  seed  the  frigate^s  boat  out ; 
but  I  rather  think  not,  the  thing  was  so  sudden. 
As  I  towld  you  already,  the  Dolphin  picked  us 
up,  and  then,  after  speaking  the  frigate,  bore  up 
for  Bantry  Bay.  I  believe  you  knows  the  rest^ 

**  Peterson,  I  suppose,  knows  the  persons  with 
whom  he  left  the  boy  ?^  said  the  outlaw,  inquir- 
ingly. 

'*  I  should  think  ao^  sir,''  answered  the  boat- 
swain. ^*  I  could  find  it  out  easy  enough,  if  I 
was  ashore  in  the  city,  but  I  am^t  much  head- 
piece to  recollect  outlandish  names.*^ 
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^  And  now,  Tom,  what  do  you  mean  to  do 
with  yourself?'"  asked  Feaghan;  <^ you'll  not 
go  back  to  Irdand  just  yet,  I  presume  r* 

^  Not  for  this  day  or  two,  yer  honour," 
replied  old  Tom,  laughing,  *<  though  the  owner, 
I  hope,  will  make  all  square  in  regard  of  the 
wagea.^  Feaghan  smiled.  *<  I  shall  go  and 
dap  my  owld  woman  alongside,  and  lay  in  a 
stock  of  sleep  to  last  me  for  the  next  six  months.  "^ 

''  A  letter  from  me  would  find  you,  old  boy, 
if  directed  to  Folkstone  ?'^  inquired  the  outlaw. 

^  Why,  for  the  matter  o^  that,  I  dare  say  it 
wouldt  sir,*"  responded  the  veteran ;  ^^  but  then 
I  hopes  youll  said  somebody  to  read  it,  for  I 
never  could  make  out  written  hand.*^ 

^  Ob,  there'*ll  be  no  danger  of  your  not  find- 
ing out  the  meaning.  Graves,^'  urged  Feaghan. 
^  I  may  get  another  craft,  or  a  hundred  things 
may  happen  in  which  I  can  serve  you,  and  rely 
upon  it  I  will  never  forget  we  have  been  ship- 
mates. But  the  watch  is  out,  cdd  boy, — ^good 
night  r 
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Greatly  to  the  disappointmeot  of  the  outlaw, 
who  hoped  they  should  be  obliged  to  put  into  a 
western  port,  the  wind  continued  fair  up  the 
Channel  They  took  in  their  pilot  off  Dungeness, 
and  proceeded  for  the  Thames,  and  the  first 
shore  the  smugglers  touched  was  the  landing- 
place  at  Execution  Dock.  This  they  ascertained 
from  the  waterman  who  landed  them,  in  an- 
swer to  their  inquiry  as  to  what  part  of  London 
it  was.  Feaghan  gave  his  subordinates  a  com- 
prehensive look,  but  it  served  them  for  a  joke 
when,  seated  in  a  snug  parlour  at  a  public-house, 
they  were  taking  a  parting  glass. 

Peterson  declared  his  intention  of  returning 
to  his  native  isle  directly,  but  gave  the  outlaw 
very  clear  directions  as  to  where  he  would  find 
young  Hamilton.  Tom  Graves  started  for  Folk- 
stone  ;  and  Feaghan,  having  procured  casli  &r 
some  good  bills  he  held  belonging  to  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius, removed  to  the  West^nd,  previously  to 
taking  his  departure  for  Bordeaux.  At  length  a 
veMel  direct  for  the  Garonne  was  advertised ;  be 
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bargained  for  his  passaged—embarked  in  the 
course  ot  a  few  days — and  by  the  expiration  of 
the  week,  landed  at  this  opulent,  though  far 
from  splendid  city.  Without  loss  of  time,  he 
hastened  to  the  street,  according  to  the  direction 
he  had  received,  when  a  gens-d'armes  arrested 
his  steps,  and  demanded  his  passport.  This  was 
a  requisite  it  had  never  entered  into  his  mind  to 
obtain,  for  when  captain  of  a  vessel  it  was  un- 
necessary ;  he  was  accordingly  unprovided  with 
the  document,  and  as  strong  jealousies  were  then 
existing  in  the  south  of  France,  he  was  taken 
before  the  mayor,  who  committed  him  to  prison 
till  he  could  be  sent  out  of  the  country. 

In  vain  Feaghan  pleaded  in  his  own  behalf^ 
and  told  a  narrative  of  the  real  circumstances 
that  had  brought  him  to  Bordeaux ;  he  was,  in 
their  estimation,  either  an  Englishman  or  an 
American  imbued  with  a  revolutionary  and  re* 
publican  spirit,  because  he  was  destitute  of  pass- 
port. In  vain  the  outlaw  endeavoured  to  get 
some  one  to  proceed  to  the  house  of  Madame 
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Brienot  (the  person  with  whom  Hamilton  had 
been  left),  and  inquire  for  the  child :  no  one 
dared  offend  the  authorities,  and  the  money  he 
offered  for  the  purpose  was  construed  into  an 
attempt  at  bribeiy,  and  he  was  confined  more 
closely  than  ever.  The  schooner  he  had  come  in 
was  ready  to  sail  again,  and  the  disappointed, 
vexed,  and  dispirited  smuggler  was  compelled 
to  reimbark  for  England,  without  obtaining  the 
slightest  information  of  the  object  for  which  he 
had  undertaken  the  voyage. 

The  schooner  quitted  the  Garonne  with  a  fiur 
wind,  but  the  weather  was  of  that  portentous 
character  that  indicated  a  gale.  Although 
running  dose  along-shore,  the  land  could  be  but 
very  dimly  seen,  and  at  length  the  haze  was  so 
dense  that  it  was  necessary  to  haul  further  out 
to  keep  dear  of  the  rocks  off  Sable  d^Olonne, 
(the  Barges),  and  to  run  outside  the  Isle*  d^Oye. 

*  Oenerslly  printed  Isle  Diea  on  the  English  charts, 
and  thus  the  **  island  of  Oooae"  is  transformed  into 
*<  God's  isle"^**  lie  d*Oye**  being  the  correct  name 
gSvm  by  the  French. 
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Feaghan  was  well  acquainted  with  eveiy  part  of 
the  coast,  and  he  more  than  once  or  twice  sug- 
gested to  the  master  of  the  schooner  (a  stubborn 
north  countryman)  the  propriety  of  getting  a 
good  offing,  lest  the  gale  which  threatened  to 
come  frdm  the  westward  should  embay  them 
with  the  whole  weight  of  the  Atlantic  on  their 
back.  The  master,  however,  was  offended  at  the 
outlaw's  interference— told  him  to  <^mind  his 
own  concerns,*^  and  persisted  in  his  course. 

The  evening  was  dark  and  gloomy,  and  the 
'  schooner,  with  but  little  wind,  was  enshrouded 
in  a  thick  fog,  that  seemed  to  cUng  to  her  rig- 
ging and  sails  with  a  pertinacity  that  did  not 
fiul  to  make  a  due  impression  on  the  supersti- 
tious minds  of  her  crew.  The  heavy  swell  came 
rolling  in,  indicating  that  there  had  been  or  still 
was  raging,  a  strong  gale  to  the  westwaidf 
which  had  not  yet  reached  the  bight  of  the  bay. 
The  craft,  however,  was  considered  a  good  sea> 
boat,  and  she  was  very  fairly  manned. 

During  the  first  watch  the  wind  shifted  to 
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wesUnorth-west ;  but  light,  with  occasional  puffs 
that  by  their  peculiar  angry  sound,  conveyed  a 
warning  to  the  seamen  there  was  no  possibility 
of  mistaking.  The  master  was  informed  by  his 
mate  of  the  change,  and  was  promptly  on  deck, 
and  got  a  cast  of  the  lead,  but  found  no  ground 
at  eighty  fathoms.  Judging  by  this  that  they 
must  be  well  out  from  the  land,  he  continued 
on  the  larboard  tack,  imagining  that  as  the  tide 
was  setting  to  the  northward,  he  should  thus 
make  a  weatherly  board.  The  lead  was  kept 
going  at  intervals  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  (the 
schooner  having  but  little  way) ;  but  still  no 
bottom,  even  with  a  hundred  fathoms. 

At  midnight  a  sudden  squall  that  nearly  laid 
the  vessel  on  her  beam-ends,  came  like  a  fierce 
herald  spurring  with  hot  haste  to  announce  the 
approach  of  the  gale.  Feaghan  was  prompt  in  ren- 
dering his  assistance ;  the  sails  were  reduced  or 
taken  in,  and  every  moment  increased  the  fiiry  of 
the  storm.  The  swell  no  longer  moved  lazily 
in  undulating  waves — sometimei  as  if  aroused 
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from  stupor,  curling  their  heads  with  mimic  foam ; 
—they  now  dashed  with  raging  wildness,  im- 
petuously tossing  their  hoary  crests  in  air,  as  if 
defying  the  mighty  power  that  rushed  howling 
over  them  with  a  war-whoop  of  desolation. 

The  exertions  of   his    passenger  somewhat 
softened  the  asperity  of  the  schooner^s  master, 
and  he  deigned  to  ask  Feaghan  several  questions^ 
concerning  the  coast,  though  the  outlaw  had 
studiously  avoided  every  thing  that  could  lead 
the  other  to  suspect  his  real  character.     Yet 
the  few  words  he  had  uttered  by  way  of  re- 
commendation, were  sufficient  to  impart  to  a 
seaman  a  conviction  that  Feaghan  was  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  world. 
But,  still  conceitedly  confident  in  his  own  re- 
sources, the  north  countryman  determined  to  be 
guided  solely  by  his  own  judgment. 

"  Whereabouts  do  you  imagine  us  to  be?" 
inquired  he  of  the  smuggler ;  "  we  must  be  well 
out  firom  the  land,  as  we  had  no  sounding  in  a 
hundred  fathoms  at  the  last  cast" 
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"  That's  no  criterion  of  your  distance  from 
the  shore,"  returned  Feaghan,  "  for  right  in  the 
£Edr  way  into  Basque  roads,  between  the  Chasse- 
roD  light  and  the  Baleine  tower,  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty  fathoms/' 

^^  It  is  not  so  on  my  chart,^  said  the  master ; 
and  they  descended  into  the  cabin,  where  he 
produced  a  book  of  old  maps,  known  by  the 
name  of  *^  the  Quarter  Waggoner  ;*"  scarcely  a 
rock,  or  a  shoal,  or  a  sounding  being  laid  down 
correct.  *^  You  see,'*  said  he,  pointing  to  the 
spot,  ^^  there's  no  such  depth  of  water  here.'" 

*^  I  do  see,"  returned  Feaghan ;  "  but  I  also 
know  that  it  is  incorrect.  With  such  a  haze  as 
this,  you  cannot  see  your  way  to  run  back 
again.  As  it  is,  we  are  setting  bodily  in  with 
the  flood  tide  for  Basque  Roads,  and  by  keeping 
her  away  we  shall  soon  be  enabled  to  get  under 
shelter.'* 

**  I  have  a  different  opinion,^  returned  the 
other ;  <<  but  will  get  another  cast  of  the  lead  ;^ 
and  they  returned  to  the  deck. 
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The  deep-sea  line  was  passed  along,  and  the 
lead  hove.  "  Watch — watch — watch  P  went  the 
meny  as  the  line  came  taut  to  their  hands ;  but 
instead  of  a  hundred  fathom  running  off  the 
red,  the  ground  was  struck  in  forty-five. 

<(  We  are  now  well  in  the  passage,^  said  Fea- 
ghan,  ^^  and  she^U  drift  in,  in  spite  of  you.^ 

<'  Then  I'm  blowed  if  she  shall  r  muttered 
thq  master,  and  instantly  ordered  the  hands  out 
to  wear  her  round. 

The  manoeuvre  was  accomplished ;  but  the 
gale  came  down  heavier,  till  they  could  carry 
no  other  canvas  than  the  foresail,  with  the  bon- 
net off,  a  storm  fore-staysail,  and  a  main  try- 
sail, under  which,  being  heavily  laden,  she  made 
no  head-way,  but  bagged  down  bodily  to  lee- 
ward, shoaling  her  water  every  hour. 

A  dubious  glimmering  of  approaching  day 
began  to  mingle  with  the  reflection  from  the 
white  foam  of  the  waters,  when  a  blazing  light 
became  visible  close  to  them,  and  the  next  in- 
stant the  schooner  struck  heavily  abaft,  and 


144  HAMILTON   KING. 

knocked  away  her  rudder ;  aU  hands  were  in- 
stantly on  deck,  expecting  immediate  death, 
and  terrific  was  the  scene  as  the  breakers  rolled 
over,  and  nearly  buried  the  vessel  beneath  the 
ponderous  mass  of  waters  that  fell  upon  her 
deck  :  but  she  still  continued  to  float,  though 
bulwarks,  booms,  boats,  and  every  thing  move- 
able were  washed  away.  She  did  not,  however, 
strike  again — the  panic  subsided,  and  as  the 
master  had  slunk  below  directly  after  the  shock, 
Feaghan  issued  directions  to  man  the  pumps, 
and  free  her  from  the  water  she  had  shipped, 
whilst  others  took  in  the  foresail  and  fore-stay- 
sail ;  he  knew  by  the  light  they  had  struck 
upon  the  extreme  point  of  Oleroo,  and  the  gale 
having  come  round  to  the  north-west,  the  only 
chance  was  a  long  drift,  and  the  tide  now  set- 
ting out  of  Basque  Roads. 

Happily  she  did  not  leak  much,  and  by  dint 
of  hard  pumping  she  was  freed  from  water,  and 
kept  free,  and  though  dragging  along-shore,  every 
Wave  driving  her  nearer  in,  yet  he  did  not  whcdly 
deipair  of  saving  thepcople,  should  thegaleabate. 
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The  vessel  being  pretty  snug  again,  the  mas- 
ter came  on  deck,  and  once  more  resumed  autho- 
rity ;  but  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been  em-< 
ployed  whilst  below  was  speedily  made  evident 
by  the  rolling  of  his  eyes  and  the  thick  utter- 
ance of  his  speech,— he  was  brutally  drunk. 

^^  Who  has  shortened  sail  ?*"  exclaimed  he,  ad- 
dressing the  mate  in  as  loud  and  threatening  a 
voice  as  he  could  command, — "  How  dare  you, 
sir,  take  in  the  canvas  without  my  orders  ?"' 

"  There  were  superior  orders  to  youm,''  re- 
turned the  mate,  in  a  tone  and  manner  of  defi- 
ance :  "  orders  there  were  no  disobeying,  unless 
you  wanted  to  make  the  schooner  your  coffin.^ 

**  And  whose  orders  may  they  be,  you  vaga- 
l)one?^  demanded  the  master,  highly  exasperated, 
and  approaching  the  mate  in  a  menacing  atti- 
tude. 

"  The  orders  of  Heaven,'*  responded  the  sub- 
ordinate,— <*  would  you  had  the  sails  blowed  out 
of  the  bolt-ropes  ? — Besides,  when  one  man  quita 
his  station,  if  s  time  for  another  to  takeit.^ 
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a  vesseFs  canvas,  for,  after  taiung 
and  gathering  way,  she  is  likely 
l)ows  beat  in,  in  coming-to  again,  aj 
Still,  if  the  men  will  but  work  hai 
the  main-boom,  the  jib-boom,  and 
mast  together,  we  may  contrive  m 
nidder,  and  keep  her  away  for 

^^  And  what  pilot  will  there  be  1 
inquired  the  master,  with  contemp 

^^  Will  you  place  the  craft  in  m 
Feaghan,  with  considerable  stenn 
every  channel  as  well  as  the  priest 
to  his  own  parish  church.*" 

^^  I  have  always  found  greal 
little  doers,^  muttered  the  mai 
then  turning  to  where  the  steei 
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which  the  vessel  was,  this  ridiculous  command 
(the  vessel  being  destitute  of  a  rudder)  produced 
a  burst  of  laughter  from  the  crew. 

**  It's  not  starboard— 'it's  part  we  want  just 
now,"^  said  the  mate,  ^^  and  I'm  — —  if  we  don't 
try  for  it,  if  the  passenger  will  only  take  com- 
mand out  of  hands  that  am't  fit  for  it.  What 
do  you  say,  lads  ? — this  is  no  time  to  flinch." 

The  men  had  all  gathered  aft  during  the  fore- 
going controversy ;  even  the  pumps  were  desert- 
ed, whilst  Feaghan  was  holding  on  by  the  main- 
sheet  block,  and,  with  the  practised  eye  of  a 
seaman,  was  examining,  as  the  vessel  raised  her 
stem,  in  what  state  her  stern-post  was,  and  cal- 
culating the  probability  of  steering  her  by  the 
main-boom  alone.  The  language  of  the  mate 
inflamed  the  passion  of  the  master  to  an  ungo- 
vernable pitch  of  fury,  and  the  men  replying  to 
the  appeal  that  they  were  ^^  ready  to  obey  the 
orders  of  a  sober  roan,''  maddened  him  still  more. 
He  cursed  and  raved,  but  there  was  nothing  for 
him  to  lay  hold  of  for  the  purpose  of  inflicting 
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^  ^'  I  striking  his  hands  vehemently  togei 

rascallv  scoundrels,  you  shall  bring 
cution  Dock  every  soul  of  you. 
hang  in  chains  in  Blackwall  Reach, 
dogs;*'  he  made  an  attempt  to  j 
companion-ladder,  but  fell  from  n 

to  the  bottom. 

*«  He  means  mischief,**  said  the 
the  companion-hatch,  and  fasten  it 
lads,  Tve  every  reason  to  believe 
knows  which  are  the  aft-most  brae 
ral'sship.  Will  you, all  hands,  folio 
and  obey  him  ?  At  all  events,  till 
can  do  better  ourselves." 

This  proposition  was  immediat 
and  a  request  submitted  to  Fea 
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you  will  find  me  a  rough  hand  to  deal  with — 
remember  it  is  your  own  seeking.  Now  away 
to  the  pumps.^ 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  all  this  passed 
in  a  tranquilKty  resembling  that  of  a  quiet  par- 
lour ashore.  No;  the  gale  whistled  fearfully 
through  the  rigging,  and  howled  aloft,  whilst 
the  sea  roared  and  raged  below.  The  noise  was 
almost  deafening,  and  those  who  spoke  had  to 
raise  their  voices  to  a  pitch  above  the  storm, 
though  the  wind,  descending  out  of  the  try- 
sail, kept  the  words  from  being  instantaneously 
wafted  away  to  leeward. 

The  pumps  were  readily  manned,  and  the 
mate,  with  a  party  of  hands,  got  the  anchors 
clear  for  letting  go,  and  hauled  up  a  range  of 
both  cables  along  the  deck — the  main  boom 
was  then  launched  over  the  stem,  the  jaws  being 
secured  by  means  of  a  stout  hawser,  that  passed 
under  the  counters,  and  the  ends  brought  in- 
board;  guys  were  placed  at  half-way  of  the 
length,  and  at  the  extremity  of  each  rove  through 
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a  block  lashed  upon  the  boom,  so  as  to  afford 
a  very  fair  purchase,  and  thus  the  spar  extended 
right  away  from  the  stem-post.  The  very 
first  trial  proved  its  utility ;  and  had  the  wea- 
ther been  more  moderate,  would  have  served  the 
purpose  till  they  got  into  the  Garonne.  As  it 
was,  however,  they  did  not  dare  to  strain  it  too 
much,  and  every  sea  made  it  quiver. 

The  foresail  and  forestaysail  were  once  more 
set,  and  they  enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  finding 
that  they  deepened  their  water,  and  were  slowly 
drawing  off  the  land,  while  their  temporary 
rudder  acted  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. The  countenances  of  the  men  were 
once  more  animated  and  cheerful.  They  were 
ordered  to  get  hasty  refreshment,  as  Feaghan 
proposed  to  run  for  the  Garonne;  the  mate 
descended  the  companion-ladder,  but  imme- 
diately appeared  on  deck  again,  his  face  pale 
and  agitated,  for  he  had  found  the  master,  lying 
in  the  same  spot  where  he  had  fallen,  a  breathless 
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**  Do  not  let^  the  people  know  any  thing  of 
the  matter,"  said  Feaghan;  ^<it  will  perhaps 
excite  superstitious  fears  and ^ 

The  mate  shook  his  head.  ^^  He  said  he  was  a 
doomed  man,  when  we  first  left  our  moorings 
in  the  Thames — ^and  I  knew  it  would  be  so« 
for  the  cat  iiad  been  foul  of  his  stores  the  night 
before,  and,  in  the  heat  of  his  passion,  he  hove 
her  overboard.  I  fear  there^s  a  curse  upon  us, 
and  concealment  can  be  of  no  use." 

I'he  outlaw  saw  that  remonstrances  would  be 
useless;  nevertheless,  he  commanded  the  mate 
peremptorily  to  keep  the  master's  death  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  crew ;  and  now  the  very  man 
who  had  been  the  first  to  place  himself  under 
Feaghan's  orders,  was  also  the  first  to  resist  his 
authority.  By  the  master's  death  he  succeeded 
to  the  command,  and  trusting  that  the  principal 
danger  was  passed,  he  longed  to  exercise  the 
power  this  new  office  conferred  upon  him.  The 
authoritative  order  of  Feaghan  sounded  harshly 
to  him,  and  he  answered,  <^  Who  the  devil  set 


•iL'nce  from  me,-  exclaimed 
"  Ask  them  ;  I'm  ready  to  p 
in  an  instant." 

"  I  tWI  you  vbat  it  m 

you're  a  Wt  of  a  jimdmr 

been  bundled  m  quick  Mt 

torted  the  mate,  a^ril^ ;-  m  ^ 

forth  obey  m^  and  me  e«te." 

"  Let  them  say  as  muebt^ 

I'm  content,"  mponded'F^ 

your  taunt,  marie  me,  teOmt  V 

one  of  hi*  terrible  Iaok«— *(I 

better  men  than  ct«-  atoodia 

I'd  my  breakfcst,  in  tfaeiwn|i 

Part  of  the  crew  ira«  ctd 

durius  tbediamiaiL.. .  iu.._ 
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hands  came  up,  and  the  mate  informed  them 
that  the  master  was  dead — that  he  now  took 
upon  himself  the  command,  but  had  been  re* 
sisted  in  his  duty  by  the  passenger,  who  had 
insulted  him,  and  wanted  to  usurp  the  sole 
authority/** 

^^  My  lads,*'  said  Feaghan,  **  it  seems  that 
the  strife  of  the  elements  is  not  sufficient  to  call 
every  man  to  his  station,  but  that  human  pas> 
sions  must  also  have  contention,  and  whilst  the 
angry  breath  of  the  Almighty  is  on  the  waters, 
the  puny  voices  of  his  creatures  must  be  heard 
in  quarrels  with  each  other.  This  ought  not  to 
be ;  and  as  fit>m  you  I  received  my  command,  so 
I  will  not  yield  it  up  but  into  your  hands.  If 
your  new  master — how  he  came  so,  he  must  him* 
self  bethebest  to  explain— -but  I*m  say ing,if  your 
new  master  can  save  you,  let  him  do  so ;  if  not, 
then  trust  to  me ;  and  though  it  is  not  in  mortal 
power  to  command  success,  yet  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  on  my  part  to  place  you  in  safety.^ 

This  long,  and  to  them  learned,  harangue  was 

h8 
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listened  to  with  earnest  attention :  but,  without 
replying,  they  all  went  aft,  clinging  to  the  ropes 
that  had  been  secured  to  the  stancheons  by 
way  of  rails.  The  mate  soon  joined  them, 
and  they  continued  in  consultation,  whilst  Fea- 
ghan  ascended  the  fore-rigging  to  look  away 
to  leeward  along  the  land,  that  he  might  try 
and  make  out  the  beacons  of  the  river  that 
forms  the  eastern  boundary  to  the  isle  of  OUeron, 
or  the  river  Seudre,  a  narrow  creek  running  into 
the  main.  The  principal  object  he  was  desirous 
of  accomplishing  was,  if  practicable,  to  get  the 
schooner  into  one  of  these  places,  should  it  be 
found  preferable  to  going  for  the  Garonne. 
Whilst  thus  engaged,  he  beheld  a  tremendous 
broken  sea,  rushing  with  vengeance  towards 
tliem,  and  he  dung  convulsively  to  the  shrouds. 

Again  it  rose  with  still  mightier  power,  curl- 
ing its  huge  head,  and  roaring,  as  in  its  baste 
its  summit  cascaded  like  an  impetuous  torrent, 
leaving  behind  a  bubbling  and  a  hissiDg  foam. 

A  tMrd  time  it  lifked  its  enormous  mountain 
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of  water  close  to  the  vessel's  bows— the  men 
were  too  deeply  engaged  in  debate  to  be  con- 
scious of  its  approach— Feaghaa  shouted,  but 
his  voice  was  borne  away  to  leeward  unheard- 
it  struck  the  schooner — the  shock  made  her 
masts  tremble  like  reeds — the  decks  were  com- 
pletely buried,  not  a  vestige  of  them  was  to  b^ 
seen — the  waves,  to  the  height  of  several  feet, 
made  a  clear  breach  over  her.  Feaghan  gave 
himself  up  for  lost,  but  the  stout  vessel  once 
more  righted — and,  raising  herself  from  the 
threatened  grave,  seemed  trembling  at  the  hor- 
rible fate  she  had  so  lately  escaped.  But  not  a 
soul  was  visible  where,  only  a  minute  before, 
the  mate  and  twelve  stout  men  were  holding 
eager  consultation.  There  was  a  struggling  in 
the  white  foam  to  leeward— here  and  there 
a  head  was  raised,  and  some  strong  swimmer 
plied  his  sinewy  arms  with  unavailing  energy — 
the  main  boom  had  snapped  in  two,  and  one  was 
grasping  the  shattered  spar  with  the.dutdi  of 
despair — the  trysail  and  the  foresail  were,  rent 
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to  ribaiids — the  vesad  had  been  forced  to  bear 
up  by  the  weight  of  the  billows — ^the  forestay- 
sail  had  no  counterbalancing  power  abaft,  and 
accelerated  her  motion — she  was  soon  careering 
before  the  wind — the  drowning  wretches  were 
left  to  perish,  and  Feaghan  alone  remained  of 
all  the  gallant  spirits  that  had  quitted  the 
Garonne  the  morning  previous. 

For  some  time  the  outlaw  remained  in  the 
rigging,  his  energies,  in  a  great  measure,  para- 
lysed at  the  awful  spectacle  he  had  witnessed 
— he  then  descended  to  the  deck  to  obtain 
food  and  brandy;  but  the  cabin  was  full,  the 
dead  body  of  the  master  was  washing  to  and 
fro^a  shuddering  sickness  came  over  him — 
he  experienced  a  dreadful  feeling  of  loneliness 
on  the  deck,  and  therefore  again  took  his  station 
in  the  slmouds  aloft,  and  watched  the  wild 
course  of  the  schooner,  which,  unrestrained  by 
the  hand  of  man,  rushed  onward  in  her  devious 
track,  and,  aa  if  maddened  by  the  storm,  pursued 
own  impetuous  way •  Every  moment  brought 


HAMILTON  KINO. 


167 


her  nearer  to  the  land,  upon  which  the  sea  was 
breaking  to  a  dreadful  height — she  struck,  and 
reeled  upon  her  side,  as  the  receding  wave  re- 
coiled on  the  one  approaching.  Again  she  was 
lifted  up  and  borne  further  in — then  her  crashing 
timbers  fell  heavily  on  the  beach — her  masts 
went  by  the  board — she  rolled  over  and  over— 
and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  not  a  vestige  of 
her  was  to  be  seen. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


'*  A  negro  has  a  soul,  an  please  your  honour/'  said 
the  corporal,  doubtingly. 

"  I  am  not  much  versed,  corporal,**  said  my  uncle 
Toby,  *'  in  thing^s  of  that  kind  ;  but  I  suppose  God 
would  not  leave  him  without  one  any  more  than  thee 


or  me. 


>> 


Stkrne. 


But  it  is  now  necessary  to  resume  the  dropped 
thread  of  our  narrative  attached  to  Hamilton, 
and  first  of  all  it  would  be  as  well  to  give  a 
brief  account  of  the  individual  to  whose  care 
he  had  been  entrusted. 

In  one  of  the  small  dwellings  that  contrast  so 
strangely  with  the  large  and  magnificent  ware- 
houses abutting  upon  the  quay  where  the  river 
Garonne  first  washes  the  city  of  Bordeaux, 
lodged  Madame  Brienot,  upon  a  second  floor, 
her  window  commanding  a  pretty  prospect  of 
the  vine-clad  hills  upon  the  opposite  shore,  and 
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a  long  sweep  of  the  downward  course  of  the 
stream,  that  carried  off  all  the  impurities  of  this 
opulent  mart,  except  such  as,  in  its  vagaries  or 
disgust,  it  offensively  deposited  upon  the  banks 
on  either  side  to  offer  putrid  exhalations  to  the 
sun. 

Madame  Brienot  was  a  native  of  the  island 
of  San  Domingo,  and  in  eafly  life  must  have 
been  very  beautiful.  She  was  the  reputed 
daughter  of  European  parents,  but  in  point  of 
fact,  her  father  was  a  Spaniard,  and  her  mother 
a  coloured  woman,  whom  he  actually  had  the 
hardihood, — the  daring  hardihood, — to  make  his 
wife.  This  marriage,  however,  exposed  him. to 
the  contumely  and  revilings  of  his  neigbboum, 
and  as  his  wife  was  not  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
presence  of  white  pec^le,  even  in  his  own  houae, 
he  had  the  alternative  of  cutting  all  his  old 
acquaintances,  or  seeing  the  partner  of  his  heart 
dishonoured  and  degraded. 

He  was  not  long  in  making  up  his  mind,  and 
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soon  after  the  birth  of  a  daughter  he  embarked 
for  his  native  land,  where  he  hoped  the  taint  of 
blood  and  colour  would  pass  unknown,  and  con- 
sequently unnoticed.*    But  this  he  found  was 
not  to  be  the  case,  so  he  retii*ed  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bordeaux,  where,  in  a  small  neat 
chateau,  he  lived  in  blessed  retirement  and  edu- 
cated his  child.     Madeline  was  indeed  a  lovely 
girl,  with  all  the  pride  of  the  Spaniard  blended 
with  the  vivacity  of  the  Frenchwoman.     As  she 
grew    up  she  became   the  admiration    of  the 
gallant  youths  of  Bordeaux,  and  at  a  fitting  age 
was  married  to  a  young  officer,  of  small  fortune, 
but   the  representative  of  an   ancient  family, 
which  had  in  former  days  borne  exalted  titles, 
and  inhabited  splendid  palaces.     But  property 
must  fail  where  double  the  amount  of  income  is 
expended  every  year,  and  the  young  Marquis 
de         ■  found  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
with  scarcely  any  other  resource  than  his  com- 
mitaioD  as  a  lieutenant,   and  a  imall  annual 
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stipend  from  the  royal  purse ;  he  therefore 
wisely  dropped  his  title,  and  assumed  the  family 
name  Brienot. 

Unexceptionable  in  character,  handsome  in 
person^  Don  Juan  Pinziero  would  not  rgect 
him  on  account  of  his  poverty ;  the  Don  had 
wealth  enough,  derived  from  his  West  India 
estates,  and  the  affectionate  Brienot  was  united 
to  the  beautiful  Madeline,  on  condition  that  the 
former  resumed  his  title.  This  was  a'bcdd 
stroke  of  policy  in  the  Spaniard,  for  he  hoped, 

as  the  Marchioness  de  ,  his  child  would 

nevcff  be  remembered  as  having,— -by  how  many 
descents' was  unknown, — the  dark  blood  of  the 
negro  race  within  her  veins. 

But  human  foresight  and  human  precaution 
are  ofdmes  baffled  bv  the  decrees  of  fate.  Man 
fancies  his  schemes  are  immaculate  in  the  wis^ 
dom  that  planned  them ;  he  raises  what  he  con- 
*  ceives  to  be  an  adamantine  barrier  against  mis- 
fortune, and  he  dies  full  of  confidence  that  no 
attack  can  injure  the  structure  he  has  raised. 
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Alas !  how  very  often  does  almost  the  last  breath 
that  departs  his  body  destroy  the  whole,  and 
the  toil  of  years  is  crumbled  with  electric-like 
force  to  dust.  Don  Juan  departed  this  life, 
and  his  body  was  interred  with  much  pomp  at 
his  native  place  in  Spain ;  the  Donna  did  not 
long  survive  him,  and  the  young  Marquis  and 
Marchioness  took  possession  of  the  chateau,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  the  enjoyment  of  every 
thing  that  could  render  existence  desirable. 

A  storm,  however,  was  literally  gathering 
against  them,  for  a  hurricane  in  one  night  de- 
vastated their  estates  in  Saint  Domingo ;  and,  as 
they  had  not  lived  very  frugally  at  home,  they 
became  involved  in  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culties, and  the  Marquis  resolved  to  embark 
with  his  wife  for  the  colony,  to  see  what  could 
be  rescued  from  the  wreck*  Once  more  sinking 
his  title,  they  arrived  at  the  island  in  safety ;  but 
to  his  great  miHtification  he  found  the  marriage 
between  Don  Juan  and  his  partner  waa  doubted, 
and  that,  although  a  still  further  remove  bad 
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taken  place,  his  beautiful  Madeline  was  still  con- 
sidered to  have  negro  blood  in  her  vdns,  and 
therefore  was  not  eligible  to  the  society  of  pure 
whites ;  whilst  a  relation  of  Don  Juan,  taking 
advantage  of  all  the  circumstances,  had  put  in  a 
claim,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  estates, 
which  the  courts  ultimately  awarded  to  him. 

Now  it  was  shrewdly  suspected  that  this  very 
relative  had  destroyed  the  evidences  necessary 
to  prove  the  legitimacy  of  Madeline,  and  having 
been  for  many  years  a  resident  on  the  island, 
had  been  able  to  influence  the  judges  in  the 
cause.  Whether  this  was  true  or  not,  the  Mar- 
quis and  Marchioness  found  themselves  reduced 
almost  to  penury.  He  was  glad  to  accept  of 
a  minor  appointment  in  the  colony,  till  he 
should  be  enabled  to  obtain  something  more 
advantageous ;  and  as  his  wife  was  excluded  from 
female  society,  he  sent  her  back  to  Bordeaux, 
to  dispose  of  their  effects  in  that  neighbourhood, 
purposing,  as  soon  as  he  could,  obtain  leave  of 
absence,  to  re-join  her  in  France. 
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AUsI  that  time nevercame;  forabortly'^lblr 
Madeline's  departure  he  uckened  and  died,  knft'a 
'month  after  her  arriTal  at  Bordeaux  the  affllctb'^ 
news  was  brought  to  her  that  she .  vas  a  widow. 
Thus  was  she  left  in  a  slate  bordtring  upon 
destitution,  for  the  sale  uf  the  chateau  would 
scarcely  do  more  than  pay  the  creditors.  The 
young  and  lovely  Madeline  shrunk  from  the 
world,  and  was  jutit  kept  above  actual  want  by 
a  small  pension  fiuni  the  royal  purse.  Several 
suitors,  both  honuurubleaitd  dishonourable,  pre- 
sented themselves  ;  but  she  refused  all,  out  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  her  husband  ;  and  though 
by  title  and  rank  a  Marcliiunras,  yet  she  con- 
tenfaid  herself  with  the  lo<]gings  above  named  as 
Madame  Brietiot. 

Kind,  aflaUe,  and  cuinely,  she  was  universally 
respected,  and  every  one  was  ready  to  perform  an 
act  <rf  attention  to  the  widow,  so  that  she  slipped 
over  the  roughs  of  life  with  greater  ease  and 
conilort  than  could  have  been  expected,  con- 
sUntng  tlie  circmn stances   in   which   she   ivas 
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placed.  Thus  years  glided  away — her  rooms 
were  the  beau  ideal  of  neatness  and  taste,  as  far 
as  her  extremely  limited  means  would  extend ; 
nor  were  there  wanting  many  who  made  her 
presents  of  numerous  articles  to  please  the  eye, 
although  her  Spanish  pride  would  have  revolted 
at  the  offer  of  pecuniary  aid. 

Such  was  Madame  Brienot,  when,  looking 
out  of  her  window  on  to  the  quay,  she  had  seen 
Peterson  and  Tom  Graves,  with  little  Hammy 
between  them,  making  anxious  inquiries  of  the 
bystanders,  who  shook  their  heads,  as  if  unable 
to  reply  in  the  affirmative.  Now  Madame 
Brienot,  although  no  gossip,  yet  possessed  the 
usual  inquisitiveness  of  all  Eve's  daughters, 
and  longed  to  know  what  it  was  that  the  two 
seamen  were  asking  about, — ^and  really  there  was 
some  excuse  for  it ;  the  noble-looking  boy,  with 
his  fine  flaxen  curls  and  full  blue  eyes,— »the 
apparent  seriousness  of  the  men,  and  the  con- 
stant palsied  negative  that  met  their  questiom-** 
Madame  Brienot  could  not  resist  it ;  she  slipped 
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on  her  bonnet,  and  armed  with  a  fan,  of  formi- 
dable dimensions,  dangling  on  her  left  arm,  she 
sallied  forth,  without  however  exciting  suspicion 
as  to  her  real  object,  just  as  the  seamen  and  their 
charge  was  approaching  towards  the  door. 

Neither  Peterson  nor  Tom  Graves  would 
probably  have  mustered  up  resolution  enough 
to  address  her  had  she  not  gazed  upon  the  boy 
with  a  smile  which  instantly  made  prize  of  the 
hearts  of  both  ;  and  Peterson,  removing  his  hat 
with  all  the  politeness  of  a  Frenchman,  inquired 
whether  she  could  direct  him  to  some  person 
with  whom  he  might  leave  the  garfon  for  a  few 
weeks,  till  they  sailed. 

The  widow  looked  at  the  boy,  his  countenance 
pleased  her,  and  after  a  few  inquiries  she  invited 
them  to  her  lodgings,  where  she  liecame  mistress 
of  his  story,  as  far  as  the  second  mate  and  the 
boatswain  thought  proper  to  state  the  circum- 
stancfss  connected  with  what  they  knew  of  his 
history.  Hamilton  seemed  to  make  himself 
irsrj  comfiirtaUe  with  the  ban  tons  which  were 
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supplied  to  him,  by  a  young  girl  who  formed 
the  whole  of  the  widow^s  establishment,  and 
eventually  she  consented  to  take  charge  of  the 
boy  for  the  time  required.  There  was  some 
difficulty  about  terms,  as  Madame  Brienot  de* 
clined  all  arrangements  by  way  of  payment ;  it 
was  purely  philanthropical  on  her  part,  and  the 
tars  took  their  leave,  full  of  gratitude,  Peterson 
entrusting  ten  bright  British  guineas  to  madame^s 
care  for  the  use  of  the  lad. 

Frequent  visits  were  paid  during  the  stay  of 
the  cutter,  and  neither  the  second  mate  nor  the 
boatswain  ever  went  empty-handed;  but  when 
Feaghan  did  not  appear,  according  to  their  ex* 
pectations,  and  O^Rafierty  returned  to  take  the 
command,  they  were  obliged  to  use  more  cau- 
tion, and  Peterson  deposited  the  captain^s 
writing-desk  and  other  private  property  with  the 
lady,  so  as  to  be  secure  from  the  mate's  rapacity. 
The  suddenness  of  their  sailing  prevented  the 
removal  of  Hamilton,  or,  in  fact,  any  fiirther 
oommunication  on  the  subject ;  but  Madame  B. 
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having  aacertained  that  the  writing  desk  con- 
tained a  considerable  sum  of  nioncv*  with  securi- 
ties  and  papers  of  value,  made  no  doubt  that 
she  should  very  soon  be  visited  by  the  right 
claimant  to  the  child. 

Days,  weeks  passed  on,  and  still  madame's 
expectations  were  not  realized ;  but,  in  the 
meantime,  she  had  become  attached  to  Hamilton, 
whose  playfulness  cheated  her  of  many  solitary 
hours,  and  whose  ready  attention  to  her  com- 
mands gratified  her  pride.  They  very  soon 
began  to  understand  each  other,  for  the  lad, 
having  no  oik?  near  him  who  could  speak  Eng- 
lish, was  compelled  to  catch  up  the  French  in 
self-defence,  and  what  with  the  widow  and  her 
factotum,  together  with  the  occassional  visitors, 
Hamilton  became  a  tolerable  proficient  in  the 
new  tongue. 

It  was  shortly  after  Feaghan^s  unsuccessful 
voyage  to  Bordeaux  that  madame  received  letters 
from  Saint  Domingo,  informing  her  of  the  de- 
of  the  cruel  relative  who  had  deprived 
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them  of  their  estates,  and  that  he  had,  as  an  act  of 
justioe  for  pastpersecutionyleft  her  his  sole  heiress 
to  wealth  and  estates  far  superior  to  all  that  she 
had  lost;  but  that  her  presence  would  be  required 
in  the  island  to  render  her  title  to  the  property 
perfectly  clear.  At  the  same  time  she  received 
instructions  to  draw,  to  any  reasonable  amount, 
upon  a  mercantile  house  which  had  received 
extensive  remittances  on  account  of  the  estates. 

The  widow's  equanimity  of  temper  was  fiur 
more  tried  by  this  accession  of  fortune  than  it 
had  been  by  the  deprivation  of  it ;  she  saw  at 
once  the  great  debt  of  gratitude  that  was  due  to 
her  many  friends,  who  for  years  had  cherished 
and  comforted  her  under  misfortunes,  and  she 
feared  that  her  returns  would  not  be  adequate 
to  express,  in  a  substantial  manner,  the  boun* 
teous  feeling  of  her  heart.  Whilst  poor,  she  had 
but  little  to  think  of,  and  still  less  anxiety ;  but 
now  she  had  suddenly  become  rich  (for  she  had 
ascertained  the  correctness  of  every  thing  that 
had  been  communicated  to  her),  cares  and  90^ 
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citude  crowded  upon  her  mind,  and  she  coiild 
scarcely  find  interval  for  those  social  enjoyments 
which  were  so  precious  to  her  heart. 

Preparations  for  the  voyage  were  promptly 
made,  and  she  determined,  if  no  one  appeared  to 
reclaim  him  previously  to  the  period  of  the  ship 
sailing,  Hamilton  should  accompany  her,  and  as 
this  was  literally  the  case,  the  youngster  was 
once  more  tossing  on  the  billows  as  they  flew 
across  the  Atlantic ;  nor  was  the  time  lost,  for 
his  kind  patroness  employed  every  leisure  mo- 
ment in  instructing  him  in  her  native  language, 
which  eventually  became  so  natural  to  the  child, 
that  he  entirely  abandoned  the  English,  as  in- 
comprehensible to  those  about  him. 

A  mcmth^s  run  with  fine  weather  brought 
them  to  Port  au  Prince,  then  partially  rising 
ftxim  the  ashes  of  an  earthquake,  and  Madame 
Brienot  immediately  repaired  to  her  principal 
estate,  situated  in  one  of  the  most  delightful 
parts  of  this  fertile  island.  Every  thing  had 
been  rendered  so  clear  in  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
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perty,  that  not  the  slightest  difficulty  or  opposi* 
tion  oocurred  to  possession;  and  though  Ha- 
milton could  not  at  first  reconcile  himself  to 
the  appearance  of  the  negroes,  yet  habit  soon 
rendered  him  accustomed  to  it,  and  he  became  a 
great  favourite  amongst  them ;  for,  unlike  the 
young  Creoles,  he  had  not  been  taught  .to  consi* 
der  the  slaves  as  mere  blocks,  on  whom  they 
might  inflict  torture  without  fear  of  retaliation. 
The  heat  affected  him,  and  every  one  was  ready 
to  fan  and  keep  him  cool  whilst  he  slept,  whilst 
Madame  Brienot  experienced  a  degree  of  reno- 
vation at  being  upon  her  native  soil. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  widow  was  to  send 
to  Europe  for  a  splendid  monument,  to  be  erected 
over,  the  grave  of  her  deceased  husband,  setting 
forth  his  titles  and  excellent  qualities ;  she  then 
inquired  particularly  for  those  who  bad  been  his 
finends,  and  all  received  some  substantial  mark 
of  grateful  remembrance.  She  next  inspected 
the  wants  of  her  slaves,  and  extended  every  pos- 
sible indulgence  towards  them.     In  point  of 

i2 


I 


172  HAMILTON  KING. 

fact,  few  of  the  West  India  islands  were  in  a 
worse  state  of  demoralization  than  San  Domingo. 
The  whites  lived  in  careless  voluptuousness,  inr 
dulging  in  vice  and  immorality  ;  and  the  negroes, 
imitating  the  example  of  their  owners,  were 
))ound  by  no  restraint,  except  the  fear  of  detec- 
tion, which  was  sure  to  bring  a  heavy  punish- 
ment, inflicted  with  remorseless  cruelty. 

But  there  was  also  a  Uiird  party,  distinct 
from  the  other  two— the  free  people  of  colour, 
who  looked  upon  the  slaves  witii  the  same  un- 
measured feelings  of  contempt  and  disdain  that 
they  themselves  (the  mulattoes)  experienced 
from  the  whites.  But  the  slaves  were  involved 
in  the  grossest  ignorance,  and  wretchedly  pocH*, 
whilst  many  of  the  free  people  of  colour  were 
well  educated  and  wealthy.  The  slaves  knew 
nothing  beyond  the  labour  of  their  own  colony, 
whilst  the  leaders  amongst  the  mulattoes  had 
visited  France  and  England,  where,  having 
plenty  of  money  at  command,  they  were  wel- 
comed in  polished  society,  and  their  children  ad- 
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mitted  to  the  best  schools  for  instruction. 
Great,  indeed,  was  the  change  on  their  return 
to  their  island  estates.  Cut  off  from  all  commu- 
nicatiotfi  with  the  whites,  who  viewed  them  as  a 
debased  and  degraded  caste,  they  were  deprived 
of  all  participation  in  the  government  of  their 
country,  for  though  they  possessed  some  of  the 
best  and  most  extensive  plantations  in  the  colony, 
they  were  not  considered  eligible  to  the  exercise 
of  the  franchise,  and  were  excluded  from  every 
office,  whatever  its  nature  or  description. 

Nor  were  females  exempt,  for  even  Madame 
Brienot  had  the  bar  of  exclusion  issued  against 
her  from  the  moment  she  landed  at  Port  au 
Prince ;  and  the  lady  who  had  been  the  delight 
of  civilized  associations  at  Bordeaux,  was  in 
San  Domingo  shut  out  from  all  intercourse  with 
the  whites,  as  a  being  far  bdow  their  notice, 
for  she  had  the  taint  of  negro  blood  in  her 
veins.  Still,  upon  ber  own  domain,  she  was 
looked  up  to  by  the  slaves  as  a  sort  of  feudal 
chief,  whilst  the  individuals  who  were  placed  in 
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the  same  awkward  circumstances  as  herself, 
placed  great  reh'ance  on  her  shrewdness  of  intel- 
lect and  the  clearness  of  her  judgment. 

It  could  not  be  supposed  that,  whilst  disor- 
ganization was  rapidly  spreading  itself  through 
France,  the  colonies  could  be  deterred  from 
taking  part  in  the  controversies,  and  even  con- 
tests of  the  day.  The  influences  of  republic* 
anism  were  becoming  widely  diffused  on  the 
French  division  of  San  Domingo;  but  whilst 
many  whites  continued  firm  royalists  to  the 
very  last  gasp,  the  principal  portion  of  the 
white  settlers  had  imbibed  the  spirit  of  the 
various  clubs  at  Paris,  and  were  arrayed  against 
each  other.  The  mulattoes  narrowly  watched 
the  proceedings  that  were  going  on,  and,  as 
people  who  knew  and  felt  their  position,  they 
steadily  pursued  their  own  course.  They  were 
well  aware  that  neither  in  numerical  strength 
nor  in  personal  courage  they  were  any  way 
equal  to  their  opponents,  and  therefore  they 
oontented  themselves  with  making  demands  upon 
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the  government  of  France,  in  which  they  were 
powerfully  aided  by  a  society  in  Paris,  entitled 
^^  Ami  des  Naira  ;'*  and  though  now  and  then, 
in  the  assumption  of  unreoognixed  rights,  squab* 
bles  and  even  skirmishes  took  place  between  the 
parties,  yet  nothing  of  any  material  importance 
was  done  till  the  revolutionists  in  the  mother 
oountry,  grown  desperate  in  their  undertakings, 
and  determined  to  annihilate  their  opponents, 
called  in  to  their  aid  that  mighty  popular  tor- 
rent wliich  swept  away  every  law,  both  human 
and  divine,  and,  in  its  monstrous  convulsion, 
engulphed  humanity  and  social  order  in  one 
common  ruin,  and  ultimately  destroyed  the  very 
men  who  had  first  set  the  impetuous  rush  in 
motimi. 

«  It  was  in  the  early  part  of  Robeqiierre^s  popu* 
larity  that  the  decree  passed  which  enacted  ^  that 
the  people  of  colour  resident  in  the  French  colo- 
nies should  be  allowed  the  privileges  of  French 
citizens,  enabling  them  not  only  to  vote  in 
the   choice  of   representatives,   but  also  that 
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they  should  be  eligible  to  seatB  both  in  the 
parochial  and  colonial  assemblies.^  This  was 
rettsted  by  the  whites,  who  felt  indignant 
that  persons  who  had  hitherto  been  consi- 
dered as  mere  national  property  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  of  no  repute,  should  at  once  be  placed 
upon  a  level  with  themselves.  The  mulattoes, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  resolutely  bent  on  ob- 
taining and  enjoying  the  conceded  privilege,  and, 
fearing  that  their  own  strength  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  accomplish  the  purpose,  they  instigated 
the  slaves  to  revolt,  and  thus  similar  scenes  to 
those  witnessed  in  France  threatened  the  colo- 
nists of  San  Domingo. 

At  first,  the  slaves  were  unwilling  to  join 
the  mulattoes,  finr  they  feared  that  the  change 
of  masters  would  to  them  be  productive  of 
more  injury  than  benefit;  for  the  free  people 
of  colour  were  far  more  rigid  and  severe  over 
their  slaves  than  the  whites — and,  in  fact,  this 
invariably  ooeurred  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
West  Indies.    To  incite  them  to  revolt,  how- 


% 


HAMILTON  laNO^  177 

ever,  freedom  and  jdunder  were  offered,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  the  temptation  8iu>* 
oeedad.  The  slaves  rose,  and  devastation, 
Uoodshed,  and  cruelty  marked  their  progress. 
Haying  been  kept  in  a  state  o£  barbarism, 
without  any  ameliorating  feelings  to  soften  the 
Sil^vage  ferocity  of  the  brute  in  their  nature, 
tbey  at  onoe  perpetrated  crimes  of.  the  most 
horrible  description,  laying  waste  the  :  planta* 
tions,  burning  the  houses,  and  murdering  the 
whites,  while  the  females,  were  reserved  |o  suf« 
ta  the  worst  of  debasement  previously  lo  being 


Having  thus  given  a  brief  sketch  of  events^ 
as  connected  with  the  history  of  the  colody,  we 
will  again  return  to  young  Hammy,  whose  name 
had  become  galidsed  into  Ami;  and  as  nasuiv 
name  had  ever  been  given  (for  no  one  in  the 
cutter^  not  even  the  chUd  himself,  was  ac-> 
quainted  with  it),  his  kind  patroness  gave 
him  her  own,  and  thenceforward  he  was  styled 
<^  Ami  de  Brienot*' 
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Beautifully,  as  well  as  healthfully  situated 
on  the  summit  of  a  lofty  eminence,  was  the 
residence  of  the  widow,  having  on  the  descent, 
near  its  base,  her  rich  plantation,  ^*  Solitaire.** 
The  building  was  light  and  elegant— -each  of 
the  sides  was  shaded  by  a  handsome  verandha, 
bordered  by  flowers  and  fruits,  that  crept 
through  the  trelessed  work,  and  excluded  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  sun,  whilst  the  cool  air 
of  heaven  found  a  ready  admission.  Here  the 
palmetto  flourished  in  all  its  gigantic  gran- 
deur, amid  the  constant  verdure  of  a  tropical 
climate.  The  view  to  the  southward  com- 
manded a  prospect  of  Jaquemel,  with  its  fer- 
tile plain,  and  an  extensive  range  over  the 
Carribean  Sea,  mostly  sleeping  in  its  intense 
blue,  with  here  and  there  a  white  sail  on  its 
glossy  surfiaoe.  To  the  northward,  the  eye 
rested  on  the  town  and  bay  of  Port  au 
Prince,  with  the  island  of  Gonaives  to  the 
left,  and  Leogane»  with  its  extensive  and  fer- 
tile   plainsi  to  the  right    To  the  westward. 
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l«id  the  long  and  mountainous  peninsula, 
extending  to  Cape  Tiburon ;  to  the  eastward, 
the  land  was  also  mountains,  raising  their  lofty 
heads  into  the  very  heavens,  whilst  intersecting 
hills  and  verdant  vallies  manifested  the  extreme 
care  and  labour  of  man.  The  bright  blue 
green  of  the  sugar-cane  contrasted  prettily  with 
the  darker  cotton  trees  and  ooffee-fdants,  whilst 
the  brilliant  yellow  flower  and  bursting  bulbs 
in  itB  pure  whiteness  on  the  fnmer,  or  the  flower 
and  red  berry  on  the  latter,  gave  rdief  to  the 
whoUsi 

All  that  luxury,  or  a  sense  of  comfort  and 
coolness,  could  devise,  was  arranged  within  the 
dwelling.  The  houses  of  the  domestic  n^roes 
wereerected  in  a  situation  to  be  concealed  amidst 
the  bright foliagethat  every  wherepresented  itself; 
the  residences  of  the  overseers  and  field  negroes, 
with  all  the  appurtoiances  of  cookery,  ho(^tal, 
stores,  mills,  &c.  were  about  one^^hird  up  the 
eminence,  and  formed  a  pretty  break  in  the 
downward  scenery. 
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Here,  then,  young  Hammy  was  located,  and  a 
man  of  colour,  who  had  been  to  Europe,  and  was 
toleraUy  capable  of  undertaking  the  task,  be- 
came his  instructor :  not  in  the  character  of  a 
tutor  it  is  true,  for  the  laws  of  the  colony  pro- 
hibited any  but  whites  undertaking  such  an 
office,  and  no  white  could  be  supposed  to  stoop 
to  the  d^radation  of  becoming  a  teacher  in  a 
family  of  a  person  of  colour.  But  my  reader 
may  naturally  conjecture  that,  as  I  have  said  the 
widow  retained  evidences  of  having  formerly 
been  a  beauty,  there  could  not  have  been  much 
darkness  on  her  skin.  The  conjecture  is  correct ; 
she  was  lemaricably  fidr ;  the  colour  was  in  the 
blood,  which  no  removes,  however  distant  from 
the  first,  could  ever  obliterate.  Calumny-— ever 
rife  to  injure  reputation*— had  reported  Hamilton 
to  be  her  son,  and  this  was  pretty  generally 
believed,  not  only  amongst  the  planters  but  even 
on  her  own  estates  ;  nor  was  it  much  to  be 
wondered  at^  when  the  truly  maternal  care  and 
tenderness  she  at  all  times  evinced  towards  him 
is  taken  into  consideration. 
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The  youngster  had  an  entire  establishment  to 
faimsdf :  a  groom,  a  head^-nurse,  senranta  of 
both  sexes  ;  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to 
heair  a  drawling  negro  voice  exdaim-— ^  Jean»  go 
and  pdca  Saam  to  tell  Jacques  to  call  Quaoo  to 
the  young  massa  !-«*hearee  ?^ 
.  To  perform  this,  Jean  would  probably  pass 
Jaoques  or  Quaoo  in  seeking  for  Sam,  but  it 
would  have  been  entirely  out  of  negro  routine 
to  intimate  one  word  to  them,  except  through 
the  proper  messenger,  as  desired ;  and  thus,  * 
Quaco,  who  might  have  been  summoned  instant* 
ly,  was  usually  half  an  hour  before  he  made  his 
appearance,  with  a — *^  Wharra  him  young  massa 
want?'* 

Quaco  was  an  old  negro,  who  had  not  only 
visited  several  of  the  other  West-India  islands, 
but  his  early  days  had  been  passed  as  a  slave 
amongst  the  English  in  Jamaica ;  he  had  also 
been  some  time  in  England,  with  his  former 
master,  where  he  might  have  remained  a  frae 
man ;  but  returning  to  the  islaqd,  he  was  again  k 
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slave,  though  his  owner  placed  so  much  confi- 
dence in  him  that  he  made  him  captain  of  one  of 
his  sloop-built  drooghers,  which  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  much  of  the  other  islands. 
Unfortunately,  his  vessel  had  been  wrecked  off 
Cape  Tiburun,  and  he  alone  escaped  to  the 
shore,  where  he  was  seized  as  a  runaway  slave, 
kept  some  time  in  confinement,  and  then  sold  to 
a  Spanish  planter  to  pay  the  expenses.  In  the 
course  of  time  he  was  purchased  by  the  late  pro- 
prietor  of  Solitaire,  and  ultimately  became 
house-steward  at  the  residence. 

Now  thoughQuaco  could  speak— that  is,  could 
mutilate— both  Spanidi  and  French,  he  had 
chosen,  when  any  thing  displeased  him,  to  grum- 
ble and  to  swear  in  English.  Whether  there  was 
any  thing  of  an  affinitive  character  between 
English  and  grumbling,  or  whether  the  full- 
mouthed  utterance  of  a  hearty  "  d "  gave 

greater  relief  to  the  stomach  than  a  moe 
*<8acrer'  it  is  hardly  necessary  here  to  discuss : 
Quaoo  invariably  used  the  French  language 
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in  his  ordinary  duties — sported  the  Spanish 
when  he  wanted  to  be  a  grandee,  and  rapped 
out  unmercifully  in  English  when  a  disposi- 
tion preTailed  to .  become  a  downright  black- 
guard—^he  more  especially  as  he  could  have  it 
all  his  own  way  :  for  as  no  one  understood  him, 
so  no  one  oould  answer  him  in  his  angry  moods, 
and  the  fit  of  passion  was  the  sooner  over. 

It  happened,  diortly  after  tlie  landing  of 
Madame  Brienot,  tiiat  Quaco  was  summoned  to 
her  presence,  and  reprimanded  for  a  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  younger 
slaves. 

<^  Madame,^'  returned  he,  with  an  obsequious 
bow,  *^  la  faute  n'est  pas  mienae,"  ^nd  then  mut^' 
tered  to  himsdf,  ^^  £m  d— -**^  blaack  nigger."' 

Hamilton  caught  the  broken  words,  for  be 
was  standing  close  to  biro,  but  said  nothing. 
<<Well,  Quaco"  uttered  his  mistress,  <«I  shall 
look  to  you  for  the  management  of  these  things^ 
and  hope  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  complain 
again." 
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The  negro  bowed  most  politely  as  he  uttered, 
*<  Au  plaisir,  madame,"  but  there  was  a  grimoess 
of  look  about  his  visage  that  plainly  evinced  he 
was  far  from  pleased.  He  then  retired  from  the 
room,  followed  by  Hamilton,  who  overheard 
him  muttering  to  himself,  ^^  £m  daam  cowcum- 
ber-shin  rascal !-— Mon  Dieu  !  but  dey  get  jolly 
film  fum  for  db  !^  He  then  shouted,  *^  Mem- 
sieur  Jacques !  ayez  la  bonte  de  veni  ici,  s^  vous 
plait !"  adding,  in  a  lower  key,  **  Yer  daam  deb- 
bil  babby  for  makec  me  missee  tink  me  no  sabby 
ebery  ting  for  you  !*'  Again  he  shouted,  ^*  Mon- 
sieur  Saam !  d^pSchez-vous  done — un  brave  gar- 
oon,  sans  doute  T*  Once  more  his  voice  fell— - 
**cus  you  black  libber  for  all  day  long  T 

^  Monsieur !"  exclaimed  Jacques,  cautiously 
looking  in  at  the  doorway  to  ascertain  the  mood 
of  the  old  man,  before  he  ventured  to  approach 
within  assailable  distance—  "  Que  dites  vous. 


monsieur.*' 


<*  Que  dites  vous,  monsieur,"  repeated  Quaco 
spitefully,  wdl  knowing,  from  former  experi- 
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enoe^  that  Jacques  wa&  too  wary  to  be  caught : 
<^  Que  dites  vous,**  he  reiterated,  whilst  he  ad* 
vanced  upbn  the  young  negro  as  he  retreated 
backwards ;  ^  arretez  vous  la ! — ^yer  daam  moih> 
key-fEU3e,  lib-in-a-bush,  white-libber  nigger^s 
nigger  r 

This  was  quite  enough  for  Jacques;  he  wa^ 
wdi  aware  that  the  storm  was  rising,  and,  there- 
fore, to  use  a  nautical  phrase,  he  made  a  grand 
*^ stem-board'"  towards  the  flight  of  steps  that 
led  from  the  verandha  to  the  garden  below.  At 
this  point  Quaco  made  a  sudden  spring  to  catch 
the  youth,  previously  to  his  descent,  and  actually 
achieved  his  object  at  the  very  moment  that 
Sam  had  attained  the  summit  in  his  ascent ;  the 
oAiBequence  was,  that  Jacques,  impelled  by  the 
additional  stimulus  of  Quaco,  stumbled  over 
Sam,  and  all  three  went  rolling  head  over  beds 
to  the  bottom,  roaring  and  hallooing  with  all 
their  might.  The  altitude,  however,  was  not  very 
great,  so  that  no  injury,  beyond  a  thorough 
ing,  was  sustained  by  the  fall.    But  Quaoo 
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had  DOW  got  both  culprits  in  his  clutches,  and 
though  he  could  not  let  go  one  to  thump  the 
other,  yet  he  knocked  their  heads  together  with 
all  his  force,  exclaiming,  **  Darra  for  you ! — 
yer  daam  bajain-bom,  craab-for-n^yam,  suck- 
^em-goat  niggers-— di  ?  Yer  nebber  mind  n'oder 
time,  Monsieur  Jacques — no  ?  D^un  autre  cote. 
Monsieur  Saam.  Mettre  quelque  chose  dans 
votre  tete  mon  ami ! — Cus  you  rogue-heart,  for 
nebber  do  what  genelman  tell  you  !— faire  des 
singeries,  eh  ?  Darra  den,  ye  haang-gallows, 
jdaintain-tieving,*Bopy-drinkingooquin— me  one 
daam  rascale  for  you  !^ 

All  the  time  Quaco  was  very  foolishly  knock* 
ing  their  pates  against  each  other,  with  very  little 
efiect ;  for  as  a  nq;ro^s  head  is  the  least  vulne- 
rable part  of  his  body,  the  punishment  was 
scarcdy  felt,  and  the  moment  they  escaped  from 
Ms  dutches,  they  testified  their  sense  of  it,  by 
dianging  their  loud  yells  to  unoontroUable 
laughter,  as  Quaco  reasoended  the  steps,  down 
which  he  had  gone  so  much  against  hisindina- 
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tion.  The  noise,  howeTa*,  brought  out  Madame 
Brienot,  who  wannly  inquired,  *^  qui  fait  oette 
grand  bruit-la?" 

^^Lfs  esclaves,  Madame!"  returned  Quacoi 
painting  to  the  two  ofiendera,  who  could  scarcely 
suppress  their  mirth,  even  in  the  presence  ci  the 
mistress;  ^Vvoyez  vous,  Madame^-^Em  daam 
sooffpion  forneU)er  hab  respect  fordd  head  T 

^'  J'ai  toujours  vous  dit  ne  frappez  pas  I"  ex* 
ekdmed  Madame,  angrily,  and  shaking  her  hand 
at  the  steward. 

'*  Out,  Madame,"  returned  the  obsequious 
Quaco ;  *^  Mais  on  ne  pent  pas  subvenir  a  tout 
sans  chatiment  :-*-cus  you  for-«-*'  the  old  man 
stopped,  for  Hamilton,  who  had  witnessed  the 
whole,  explained  it  in  favour  of  Quaco,  and 
Madame  retreated  to  her  apartment. 

<^  MiUe  graces.  Monsieur  Ami,"  said  the  old 
man,  addressing  Hamilton.  <^Plusd'une  fois 
vous  avez  rendu  votre  faveur.  Je  suis  nnii  de 
fatigue." 

Hamilton's  ears  had  tingled  with  delight  at 
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the  sound  of  his  native  tongue^  however  imper- 
fectly spoken.  It  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard 
it  flince  he  parted  with  old  Tom  Graves,  and  in 
an  instant  it  revived  associations  and  recollections 
that  had,  in  a  considerable  measure,  faded  away. 
This  it  was  that  made  him  defend  Quaco  before 
the  widow,  for  there  was  now  a  link  of  connec- 
tion that  bound  him  to  the  old  man ;  and  when 
the  latter  complained  of  his  &tigue,  the  kind- 
hearted  lad  immediately  uttered,  in  English — 
**  Shall  I  get  you  some  sangaiee,  daddy  ?" 

*^  Eh,  Garamerde,  wharra  dat?**  shrieked  the 
old  man,  as  he  started  back,  and  his  staring  eyes 
were  fixed  upon  the  boy.  ^^  You  French  picka- 
ninny for  missy,  peak*a  me  in  buckra  tongue." 

<<  No,  Quaco,  I  am  not  French  pickaninny,  as 
you  call  me,''  responded  Hamilton,  somewhat 
offended ;  <<  nor  is  Madame  Biienot  my  parent  i** 
he  then  added  sorrowfully-**^!  never  bad  a 
mother." 

<<  Well,  dis  baang  ebery  ting  f*  uttered  the 
negno  with  endent  delight  and  satisftctiop  ;-^ 
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<f  young  maaaa  peak*a  me  in  ooie  natib  tongue. 
EhfO^ramercie!— meso  gladPand  the  old  man, 
notwithstanding  he  had  just  beencomplainhig  of 
fititiguey .  cut  a  hundred  fantastic  capers  about 
the  ante^room. 

From  that  moment  Hamilton  and  the  steward 
were  almost  inseparable ;  and  though  the  only 
recollections  of  the  former^s  infantile  years  led  him 
back  to  the  latter  portion  of  the  time  be  was  with 
Mrs.  Jones,  yet  he  remembered  the  fine  tall  old 
gentleman,  who  used  to  pat  his  head  and  bring 
him  sweatineats,  and  the  number  of  elegant  du> 
riages  and  smart  ladies  who  used  to  visit  his 
nurse.  Of  his  own  name  he  knew  nothings 
except  that  by  which  he  had  been  called, 
^  Hammy,^  now  dianged  to  <*  Ami,?'  the  pro- 
Bunciation  being  nearly  similar.  The  seenes^  on 
Jboard  the  cutter,  together'  with  soine  cS  the 
actors,  particularly  the  dog  ^<  Neptune,*^  Were 
too  fresh  and  too  vivid  to  be  easily  forgotteA^ 
and  whilst  conversing  with  old  Quaoo  many 
reminisceiloes  would  cast  their  sun^light  ortheiv 
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HAMILT024  KING.  191 

oommuiUDn  of  kindred  spirits — that  delightful 
intercourse  of  friendly  and  affectionate  hearts, 
which,  maugre  the  cold  cheerlessness  of  worldly 
business,  shed  their  enlivening  beams  upon  the 
path  of  human  life,  to  lighten  it  with  smiles,  and 
to  cherish  all  the  kindly  feelings  of  Christian  Ipve 
apd  charity.  Without  doubt,  Madame  Brienot 
was  happy,  for  she  had  mental  resources  that 
the  worldling  can  know  nothing  of;  she  was 
punctual  in  her  religious  duties— had  a  oon- 
sdence  void  of  offence  to  Grod  and  man;  yet 
her  wishes  often  lingered  for  her  comfortable 
apartments,  however  humble,  oh  the  quay  Ht 
Bordeaux,  and  for  the  conversation  of  those 
many  friends  who  had  cherished  her  in  the  period 
of  adversity. 

Nevertheless,  in  imparting  instruction  to 
Hamilton,  she  found  occupation  for  many  an 
hour  that  would  probably  have  otherwise  been 
tedious,  whilst  the  progress  and  docility  of  the 
grateful  boy  were  such  as  endeared  him  more 
powerfully  to  his  patroness.     She  would  have 
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returned  to  France,  but  the  distracted  state  of 
that  country  offered  no  inducement,  whilst  the 
tenure  of  estates  in  the  colony  became  every  day 
more  and  more  precarious,  as  the  contests  be- 
tween the  whites  and  the  coloured  people  con- 
tinued. Often  were  the  delightful  plains  of  the 
Cul  de  Sac  stained  with  the  blood  of  the  rival 
parties,  and  the  smoke  of  burning  houses  wasted 
itself  among  the  mountains.  To  quit  the  colony 
would  nearly  amount  to  a  tacit  resignation  of 
all  her  property;  and  though  she  had  no  relation 
to  whom  she  could  bequeath  whatever  might  be 
disposable  at  her  decease,  yet  her  thoughts 
reverted  to  her  young  praUg6  as  her  heir,  and 
she  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  remain  for  the 
present  where  she  was. 

Historical  writers  have  expressed  something 
like  wonder  at  the  degree  of  apathy  which 
existed  amongst  the  slaves,  whilst  the  whites 
and  the  mulatoes  were  contending  in  deadly 
strife;  but  it  was  not  altogether  iqpathy— -a 
change  of  masters  from  white  to  black  would  be 
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to  them  only  productive  of  greater  misery  and 
sterner  servitude,  and  the  more  acute  among 
them  clearly  foresaw  that  by  keeping  aloof  they 
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would  thereafter  be  enabled  to  give  weight  to 
dther  one  party  or  the  other,  as  the  price  of 
their  freedom  ;  especially  as  the  British  squa- 
dron occasionally  paraded  itself  near  the  island, 
as  if  desirous  of  gaining  a  footing,  on  which  to 
plant  the  imperial  flag  of  England. 

Hamilton  frequently  interrogated  old  Quaco 
upon  the  subject  of  these  quarrels,  as  the  foes 
met  and  carried  on  their  destructive  warfare  in 
the  plains  beneath  them  ;  but  all  he  could  glean 
from  the  steward  was  a  mysterious  shake  of. 
the  head,  and  ^*  *£m  daam  rogue  for  cut  one 
anoder  troat ;  n''em  mind  massa,  when  dey  gone 
dead,  dere  be  more  room  for  we/' 

Oge,  a  native  of  San  Domingo,  who  had  been 
educated  in  France  a  strict  disciple  of  the  hate- 
ful Robespierre,  and  for  whom  the  society  of 
Ami  des  Nmrs  had  purchased  a  lieutenant- 
coloners   commission  in  one   of   the  Grerman 
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states,  to  give  him  a  military  character,  paid 
the  forfeit  of  his  rebellion  by  being  broken  on 
the  wheel,  after  betraying  his  accomplices,  under 
a  promise  that  mercy  should  be  extended  to- 
wards him.  The  man  was  hurried  away  to  a 
liorrible  death,  which  he  met  with  pusillanimity 
and  cowardice.  This  breach  of  faith  stirred  up 
the  impassioned  feelings  of  the  mulattoes  to 
more  deadly  hatred  and  revenge ;  for  though 
they  had  been  partially  defeated,  yet  they  col- 
lected again  in  a  formidable  body. 

It  was  shortly  after  this,  that  the  slaves  in 
the  north,  encouraged  by  the  mulattoes  with 
.the  promise  of  freedom,  suddenly  burst  into 
open  revdit.  The  hcMTible  details  of  rapine, 
devastation,  and  bloodshed  which  marked  their 
progress,  would  shock  humanity  to  peruse. 
Effbrts  were  used  to  stay  the  revolt :  but  the 
whites  were  defeated,  and  the  victorious  rebels, 
after  losing  thousands  of  their  brethren,  mus- 
tered in  the  plains  of  the  Cul  de  Sac,  with  the  in- 
tention of  makinir  an  attack  on  Port  au  Prince. 
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The  davfe  in  the  neighbourhood  would  not 
at  first 'jmi  the  revolters,  at  least  to  anj  con- 
siderable extent ;  nor  was  there  more  than  si?d 
or  seven  hundred  of  the  worst  characters,  that 
ever  united  themselves  to  the  marauders.  Only 
a  very  few  abandoned  their  mistress  at  the 
SoUtaire,  and  she  hoped  to  eseape  from  the  mis- 
chief that  had  so  universally  overwhdimed  many 
of  her  neighbours.  Quaco,  however,  shook  his 
head,  and  declared,  ^  Neber  go  for  trust  'em 
blaack  nigger  rascal." 

The  steward's  general  knowledge,  as  well  as 
being  able  to  read  and  write,  would  have  ren- 
dered him  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  rebels, 
who  vainly  endeavoured  to  get  him  amongst 
them  as  one  of  their  leaders ;  but,  besides  not 
being  over-fond  of  .fighting,  he  put  no  reliance 
on  their  promises,  and  refused  to  trust  them : 
at  the  same  time  he  used  his  strenuous  exer* 
tiofls^  to  .persuade  his  brethren  on  the  estate  to 
keep  neuter  and  attend  to  thdr  dufi^.'  i 

The  principal  portion  of  the  force  in  the  Ciil 
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vvliose  estates  had  been  devi 
to  reach  Fort  au  Prince,  an 
fly  with  their  families.  S 
^l^elte^  with  Mailaine  Brie 
had  studiously  avoided  all  i 
\ridow,  on  account  of  her  en 
^liid  to  solicit  food  to  sppe 
iiunger.  But  the  generous 
iiisidts  in  their  dietresvi  ttu 
tlieir  wants,  but  admitted  (hi 
'1  he  steward  had  foreseei 
(if  this  humanity,  and  proru 
the  place,  should  it  be  attadi 
were  nightly  posted  to  give 
proflch  of  an  enemy.     Hamil 
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^<  I  do  not  think  they  will  attack  us,"  said 
Hamilton,  one  evening,  to  a  fine  little  girl  about 
his  own  age,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  planters ; 
'^  but  if  they  do,  Eulalie — I'll  defend  you  to 
the  last/' 

*^  Pauvre  petit,**'  returned  the  spoiled  child, 
^^  and  what  can  you  do  against  such  monsters  ? 
they  will  eat  you  alive.'* 

"Neber,  missy,"  responded  the  steward;  **  him 
hab  big  heart  and  old  head— no  (or  suck  a  guava- 
jelly  spoil  him  teet ;  he  bite  hard  for  true." 

^*  You  are  always  speaking  up  for  Monsieur 
Ami,""  exclaimed  the  girl ;  ^^  but  you  are  all 
niggers  alike,  and  there's  no  believing  you."" 

^'  Em  no  nigger  dere  for  my  young  massa, 
missy,"  returned  Quaco,  angrily;  «<hmi  skin 
more  fair  dan  youm — no  possible  for  tell  who 
you  daddy  in  dis  country  ;  my  young  massa  for 
me  bom  in  England.'^ 

*'I  won't  believe  it,  Quaco,"  screamed  the 

girl,    **  you  tell    me  lies ;   and  if  you  was  at 

Santa  Martha,  my  pa  should  give  you   the 
whip!" 
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^'  He  neber  hab  noder  whip  a'  Santa  Martha, 
missy/'  drily  responded  the  steward,  **  he  whip 
too  much — *'  but  checking  himself  from  the  as- 
))erity  widi  which  he  had  spoken,  he  added — 
^'  Nem  mind,  me  massa  English  for  all  dat." 

**  Are  you  English,  now.  Ami  F*  asked  the 
girl,  petulantly,  ^^  or  do  you  only  say  so  because 
you  don't  want  to  obey  me  ?" 

**  I  am  English — born  in  England — at  least, 
I  think  so,"  returned  Hamilton ;  *^  but  I  will  do 
any  thing  you  wish  or  request  me  to  do.^' 

"  Then  you  are  not  a  thorough  true  white," 
answered  the  girl,  ^'  or  you  would  only  do  what 
you  pleased.^ 

*^  And  I  shall  do  what  pleases  me,  when  I 
serve  you,  Eulalie,''  uttered  the  boy,  with 
feelings  of  honest  pride. 

«<  Dere,  missy,  wharra  you  tink  now  ?"  in* 
cjuired  Quaco,  as  his  dim  eyes  were  lighted  up 
with  unusual  gratification.  **  Darra  English  all 
ober-^darra  country  for  me,  neber  lib  like  crab 
in  a  bush,  or  like  raat  in  a  cane  patch.  Ebery 
ting  someting  good  in  England ;  and  dere  nig- 
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ger  be  born  de  geneknan,  in  a  white  craavat  an<l 
top  boot  r 

^  You  only  say  these  things  to  vex  me,"  per- 
severed  the  girl ;  and  then  calling  to  her 
brother,  she  said  ^^  Come  here,  Henri ;  now  isn't 
Ami  a  mulatto  ?'^ 

^^  Certainly  be  is,"  responded  the  brother,  a 
youth  of  fourteen*  pale  and  emaciated  through 
.ov^r7indulgence ;  ^'certainly  be  is;,  I  wonder 
h^  presumes  to  sit  down  in  the  presence  of  a 
white  lady." 

**  I  would  stand  with  pleasure,  to  gratify 
Miss  Eulalie^'*  said  Hamilton,  ^^not  because 
she  is  a  white  lady,  but  because  she  is  a  female, 
and  we  are  bound  to  love  and  defend  them." 

The  youth  curled  his  nose  and  lip  with  con- 
tempt, as  he  uttered,  "  A  pretty  lover  and  de- 
fender truly — go,  sir,  fetch  me  my  hat,  and 
consider  yourself  honoured  by  waiting  on  me.*^ 

Hamilton  hesitated,  as  his  pride  revolted 
jigainst  the  command,  and  he  was  about  to  give 
a  peremptory  refusal ;  but  better  feelings  came 
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over  him,  and  he  was  going  to  fetch  the  hat, 
when  Quaco  shouted,  in  English,  **  Tan  lUy  bit, 
massa,  me  go  for  him  cocoa-nut  case  ;*'  and  the 
disdainful  black  soon  re-appeared  with  the  hat, 
which  he  presented  to  the  youth. 

^^  That's  right,  old  baboon  visage,'*  exclaimed 
Henri,  as  he  maliciously  kicked  the  steward^s 
shins.     "  Go  !  get  one  plaster." 

The  rage  of  Quaco  was  vented  in  words,  but 
not  so  with  Hamilton — ^he  grasped  the  youth  by 
the  collar,  and  shook  him  vehemently,  whilst  both 
he  and  his  sister  seemed  paralysed  by  terror. 
"  You  are  a  guest  under  the  roof  of  my  bene- 
factress,'* exclaimed  the  excited  lad,  "  or  I  would 
teach  you  what  it  is  to  feel  pain  yourself,  by 
inflicting  proper  punishment.  Henceforward 
I  look  upon  you  as  a  poltroon  and  a  coward.** 

*<  Eh !  my  Garamerde,  massa,"  said  Quaco ; 
'<  he  no  wonder  for  nigger  'volt  and  turn  a  evolu- 
tion spose  get  such  usage.^ 

<<What  is  this  noise,  Henti,"  exclaimed  a 
lady,  entering   the  room  in    afiright;   '*you 
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should  remember  you  are  not  at  Santa  Mar- 
tha." 

^^  We  know  it  and  feel  it,  mawma,^  drawled 
Eulalie,  as  sheran  crying  to  her  mother.  ^^  Henri 
did  but  just  touch  the  old  nigger,  and  Ami 
wanted  to  beat  him  for  it.^ 

The  lady^s  face  reddened  with  anger  as  she 
exclaimed,  "  The  cruel  brutes — oh  !  my  dear 
children,  when  shall  we  be  in  safety  ?" 

^/Now  touch  me,  if  you  dare,*'  shouted  Uenri» 
with  vindictive  spite,  as  he  aimed  another  kick 
at  the  steward;  but  Hamilton  was  too  quick  foe 
him,  and  darting  forward,  he  caught  him  by 
the  heel,  and  sent  him  sprawling  on  his  back. 

No  thirsty  tiger  let  loose  upon  its  prey  could 
pounce  with  greater  fury  than  the  lady  did  upon 
poor  Hamilton;  but  the  exertion  overpowered 
her  animal  spirits,  and  she  fdl  upon  the  floor 
in  strong  hysterics.  Eulalie  and  her  brother 
indulged  themselves  in  shrieking  ^^ Murder!" 
but  offered  no  assistance  whatever  to  their  fiillen 
mothor,  nor  did  they  indeed  know  what  to  do» 
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as  they  had  never  been  accustomed  to  think  or 
to  act  for  themselves ;  but  Hamilton  unhedta- 
tingly  stooped  down  and  rendered  what  aid  he 
could,  whilst  Quaco  ran  to  the  sideboard  for  a 
goblet  of  water,  but  by  mistake  snatched  up  a 
decanter  of  port  wine,  which  he  emptied  over 
her  face. 

The  screaming  brought  the  lady*s  husband, 
who,  not  having  recovered  from  the  horrible 
spectacles  he  had  witnessed,  was  still  under  the 
influence  of  alarm,  and  when  he  saw  his  wife 
prostrate,  and  her  dress  apparently  saturated 
with  blood,  and  a  negro  kneeling  over  her— bis 
mind  was  instantly  filled  with  terrific  images : 
darting  forward,  he  caught  old  Quaco  by  the 
neck  and  threw  him  backward,  whilst  the  chil- 
dren came  clinging  round  their  father's  knees, 
still  vociferating  <^  Murder !  murder !" 

**  She  is  in  a  fit,"  said  Hamilton,  as  he  rose  up. 
*'  I  will  hasten  to  Madame  Brienot,  and  sum- 
mon the  servants.^  This  he  immediately  per- 
formed, at  the  same  time  rdating  to  the  widoir 
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every  inddent  that  bad  occurred.  The  lady  was 
at  length  restored^  and  conveyed  to  her  bed^ 
where  the  children  cowered  near  her;  and  the  hus- 
band sought,  in  vain,  to  induce  the  kind  hostess 
to  inflict  punishment  on  Hamilton  or  Quaco, 
who,  when  by  themselves,  laughed  heartily  over 
the  adventure,  though  the  waste  of  the  wine 
went  sadly  againat  the  steward's  ooosdenoe. 

Evening  was  dodng  in,  when  the  youth, 
accompanied  by  Quaoo,  rode  round  the  grounds, 
to  see  that  the  sentries  were  properly  posted, 
as  there  had  visibly  been  some  stir  amongst  the 
negroes  in  the  plain  during  the  afternoon.  He 
spoke  kindly  and  encouragingly  to  the  slaves, 
exhorted  them  to  resistance,  should  any  attack 
take  {dace,  and  received  assurances  that  they 
would  act  £edthf  uUy  and  boldly  to  the  last  Nor 
was  it  long  before  they  gave  positive  proofs  of 
their  sincerity ;  for  scarcely  had  the  youngster 
sat  down  to  make  his  report  to  Madame*  when 
a  disdiarge  of  musketry,  in  the  cotton  grounds, 
gave  intimation  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 


204  HAMILTON  KING. 

who  had  duded  the  vigilance  of  those  upon  the 
watch — or,  what  is  more  probable,  had  contrived 
to  steal  up  during  the  day,  and  conceal  them- 
selves amongst  the  trees.  The  negro  at  the  gates- 
had  detected  them  and  fired,  and  drew  upon 
himself  a  volley  in  return. 

All  was  now  terror  and  dismay  amongst  the 
inmates  of  the  house,  who  huddled  together  in 
the  hall  in  a  state  of  distraction.  Madame 
Brienot  was  cool  and  collected,  as  she  vainly 
strove  to  appease  the  minds  of  her  guests,  and 
urged  the  men  to  resistance,  whilst  Hamilton 
collected  all  kinds  of  offensive  weapons  to  place 
in  their  hands.  To  Henri  he  offered  one  of  his 
own  pistols:  but  the  terrified  youth  shrunk 
back  and  clung  round  the  neck  of  his  ^^mawma,^ 
who  shuddered  and  recoiled  at  the  idea  of  her 
darling  handling  so  dangerous  a  warlike  instru- 
ment* 

*^Em  daam  for  Jacksonapes  coward,  Mon- 
sieur Ami,"  saidQuaco,  inEnglish;  <<Garamerde 
me  massa  no  tan  tor  darra  piccaninny  babby— 
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nigger  sal  hab  him  bum-by  for  make  pepper 
pot.** 

The  assailants  approached  nigher  to  the  dwell- 
ing, when  the  domestic  slaves,  each  armed  with 
his  musket,  and  having  the  whites  amongst 
them,  took  post  in  the  bush,  that  screened 
their  huts  from  being  seen  from  the  residence — 
but  as  the  results  were  of  a  meritorious  charac> 
ter,  they  are  certainly  deserving  of  a  fresh 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


**  Fire  in  de  mountain ! — run,  boy,  run ! 


t»» 


The  residence  of  the  ^^  Solitaire*'  has  already 
been  described  as  situated  at  the  summit  of  an 
eminence^  commanding  a  veiy  extensive  pano- 
rama of  the  surrounding  country.  An  artificial 
mound  had  been  raised  about  the  basement,  so 
as  to  form  a  terrace  on  each  side»  tastefully  orna- 
mented with  beautiful  tropical  flowers,  as  well.as 
with  the  most  delicate  of  the  productions  of  Eu- 
rope, which  here  found  a  genial  temperature. 
Botes  bloomed  in  rich  perfecticm  by  the  side  of 
the  magnolia ;  and  the  parterre,  when  seen  at  a 
short  distance,  resembled  the  multitudinous  dyes 
of  the  rainbow. 
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The  aaoent  to  the  terrace,  back  and  front,  was 
by  a  flight  of  twelve  stone  steps,  with  vases  and 
statues  of  marble  at  their  extreme  ends,  round 
which  the  creeping  plants  entwined  themselves, 
and  hung  their  variegated  flowers,  as  natural 
ornaments  to  the  works  of  art.  The  negroes 
did  not  mudi  like  the  figures ;  there  was  too 
close  a  resemblance  to  the  human  form  for  the 
stony  inertness  of  those  corpse-like  limbs  to 
satisfy  their  minds,  and  few  could  be  found  with 
sufficient  hardihood  to  pass  them  after  night 
bad  spread  its  gloom  over  creation — ^for  then 
they  stood  out  with  their  whiteness  in  hcILd  relief 
fiT>m  the  dark  back-ground,  and  the  leaves  and 
flowers  that  endrded  them  made  a  whispering, 
fluttering  noise,  as  they  waved  to  and  fbo  in  th^ 
breeze. 

For  several  days  previously  to  the  expected 
attack,  Hamilton  and  Quaco  had  been  particQ-^ 
larly  busy  digging  a  trench  at  the  bottom  of 
the  steps  in  ttont ;  and  in  this,  after  nightfall, 
they  placed  several  iron  pots,  well  charged  with 
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gunpowder,  rammed  in  as  tight  as  possible, 
with  a  short  fusee  to  each.  Combustibles  were 
thickly  strewn  to  fill  up,  and  an  excellent  train 
laid — the  whole  of  the  trench  being  again  covered 
over  with  broken  bottles,  pieces  of  iron  hoop, 
and  such  like  missiles,  well  stamped  and  rolled 
down,  to  give  greater  force  to  an  explosion. 
Holes  were  also  bored  in  the  steps  to  some  depth, 
and  communications  made  with  the  chambers, 
which  were  loaded  with  two  or  three  bullets 
each. 

When  the  reports  of  the  fire-arms  announced 
the  attack  upon  the  dwelling,  Hamilton  and 
the  steward  carefully  inspected  and  renewed 
the  trains ;  and  they  also  arranged  the  marble 
figures  along  the  top  of  the  steps,  eadi  having 
a  blue  light  affixed,  so  as  to  appear  holding  it 
in  the  hand.  Gunpowder  and  light  combustibles 
were  thickly  strewed  beneath,  so  as  to  ignite  the 
lights  as  soon  as  the  blaze  ascended. 

^  Garamerde  me^  massa,"  said  Quaco^  giving 
a  last  look  at  his  preparations,   <*  dem  Uack 
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nigger  tink  Jumbee  sal  hub  ebery  one  when  he 
aee^em  debbil  for  true.'' 

^^  They  are  close  at  hand,  Quaco,'"  said  Ha- 
milton, taking  up  Tiis  small  rifle.  "  Away — 
away,  old  man;  get  into  the  bush,  and  don't  let 
a  shot  be  fired  till  you  see  the  effects  of  our 
scheme.  You  shall  have  a  good  light,  Quaco, 
presently." 

^^  An  me  massa  tan  here  for  daam  blaack  rascal 
to  kill  ?^  uttered  Quaco,  imploringly. 

*'  No,  no,  old  man ;  I  shall  lie  down  behind 
this  pedestal,'*  returned  Hamilton  ;  ^^  see,  I  have 
extended  the  train  to  it.*' 

^^  Piddlestal,  massa  !'*  said  Quaco,  as  he 
looked  at  the  spot  where  the  youth  was  crouch- 
ing. *^  Em  piddlestal  no  keep  you  from  de  fire 
in  de  bush.*" 

And  this  was  true — ^for  Hamilton,  in  his  eager 
desire  to  repel  the  foe,  had  forgotten  that  he 
would  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  his  friends, 
though  partially  screened  from  that  of  the 
advancing  enemy.    "  You  are  right,  Quaco,'' 
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responded  he ;  ^^  but  still  something  must  be 
done.  If  I  leave  this,  the  train  cannot  be  fired^ 
and  all  our  plans  will  be  frustrated.  They  are 
dose  here ;  I  can  hear  them  tread.  Run,  old 
man ;  point  out  my  situation  to  your  party,  and 
do  not  let  a  musket  be  presented  till  you  see 
me  retreating  into  the  house.  Do  you .  under* 
stand  P'' 

^^  Eees  me,  massa,^  returned  the  steward,  still 
lingering  between  affection  for  the  youth  and 
fear  of  meeting  the  revolters ;  ^^  me  do  your 
orders  good  dis  time.^  A  shot  whistled  past 
him.  <^  Garamerde !  dem  nigger  in  a  bush  fire, 
spose  me  no  dere;^ — and  he  ran  to  the  party  that 
laid  concealed. 

The  insurgent  leaders  were  surprised  when 
they  met  with  no  opposition,  and  began  to 
imagine  that  the  house  was  deserted,  the  inha- 
bitants having  escaped  down  the  other  side  of 
the  hilL  Gateaud,  the  negro  diief,  found  it 
diflBcult  to  repiest  hia  men  from  at  oooe  rushing 
fqrward,  and  comme&dng  the  work  of  plunder 
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and  devastation — ^for  he  himself  suspected  an 
ambush,  and  could  not  believe  that  a  house  so 
famed  as  it  was  for  having  many  massive  services 
of  plate,  should  at  once  be  abandoned  without 
any  shew  of  resistance.  But  the  rebels  were  too 
little  acquainted  with  military  discifdine  to  pay 
much  attention  to  command,  or  to  suppose  that 
they  would  be  permitted  to  advance  thus  quietly 
if  there  was  any  party  strong  enough  to  oppose 
them.  Not  a  light  was  to  be  seen  in  the  house, 
for  Madame  Brienot  and  the  females  had  quitted 
it  by  the  back  entrance;  and  about  twenty 
negroes  were  distributed  amongst  the  rooms  in 
front,  with  orders  not  to  fire  till  they  were 
commanded  to  do  so. 

Not  a  sound  was  heard,  but  an  occasional 
shout,  or  a  shot,  from  the  negroes  who  defended 
the  cotton  plantation  below,  and  the  noise  made 
by  the  assailants  in  their  advance.  Already 
several  of  them  had  emerged  from  among  the 
trees,  and  ciBesed  a  fair  mark  for  the  musket, 
had  there  been  light  mough  to  shew  more  than 


hut  titeir  dark  skins,  i 
the  shrubbery  in  the 
itiem  from  heiag  discc, 
bush.     Ilaniilton,    hu' 
tinfriiish  the  whole ;  an 
tuniultiiously  as  he   s. 
vance,  and  pour  a  vol! 
balls  whistling  fearfully 
him,  some  of  them  ring 
of  the  statue  behind  wl 
A  flush  of  feverish  exci' 
cheeks;  his  small  hands  t 
waited  for  the  nrament  I 
sickening  sensation  crept 
tbouglit  of  fiiHun 
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WAS  undefended,  ru^d  for  the  steps.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  marble  figures  deterred  them  for 
the  moment  from  ascending— for  they  were  dis. 
tinctly  visible,  standing,  in  spectre-like  attitude, 
to  oppose  their  way;  and  negro  superstition 
gave  them  a  character  of  supernatural  horror. 
The  rebels  came  huddling  thickly  together  over 
the  mine.  Hamilton  saw  the  period  for  action 
had  arrived.  In  an  instant,  little  streams  of 
hissing  fire  were  seen  running  in  various  direc- 
tions, to  the  great  terror  of  the  insurgents.  The 
combustibles  beneath  the  figures  ignited  and 
blazed  up,  setting  fire  to  the  blue  lights,  that 
cast  a  spectral  hue  upon  the  statues,  and  threw 
a  strong  illumination  on  every  object  that  sur* 
rounded  them.  ^ 

A  wild  cry  of  fright  arose  from  the  assail- 
ants— the  very  steps  dealt  out  death  amongst 
them-^when  suddenly  a  loud  explosion  was 
heard,  and  mangled  bodies  and  shattered 
limbs  were  tossed  into  the  air,  whilst  a  destruc- 
tive fire  came  streaming  from  every  window  of 
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the  house,  and  every  bush  and  tree  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. As  in  most  such  cases,  those  who 
were  in  the  rear,  not  knowing  what  was  going 
on  in  front,  pressed  forward  to  ascertain,  and 
thus  became  exposed  to  their  opponents,  till  the 
heaps  of  dead  and  dying  kept  constantly  accu- 
mulating. 

Gateaud,  dressed  in  a  blue  uniform,  richly 
embroidered,  with  a  scarlet  sash  wound  round 
his  waist,  rushed  up  the  steps  and  caught  sight 
of  the  retreating  Hamilton,  at  whom  he  presented 
his  rifle  and  fired.  The  lx>y  fell,  and  the  giant, 
waving  his  monstrous  cocked  hat,  cheered  on 
his  men  to  the  attack,  and  boldly  led  the  way 
without  looking  behind  him.  Hamilton  was 
striving  to  crawl  away,  when  the  rebel  chief 
approached,  with  his  rifle  clubbed,  to  finish  by 
a  blow  what  the  shot  had  left  incomplete.  The 
youth  raised  himsdf  upon  one  knee^  -but  fell 
again ;  yet  still  he  grasped  bis  pieoe  firmly  in 
his  hand,  and,  just  be  the  butt  of  his  enemy  was 
swinging  forward  to  descend  upon  bu  heady  the 
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ball  from  Hatnilton^i  rifle  pasMd  through 
6ateaud*s  skull ;  die  instrument  of  death  flew 
like  a  meteor  from  hi^  grasp,  and  the  herculean 
body  of  fhe  chief  wai  propelled  with  heavy  vio-i 
lence  on  the  wdunded  lad.  No  one  had  dared 
to  follow  their  leader ;  the  negroes  hatstily  re- 
treated down  the  mountains,  pursued  by  the 
slaves  of  the  plantation.  The  victory  was  com- 
plete. 

^*  My  Graramercie,  who  for  dis  here  V*  exclaimed 
Quaco,  as  he  beheld  the  prostrate  chief  Ijring 
upon  his  face,  and  almost  covering  the  nearly 
insensible  youth.  ^*  Massa  ossifer,  no  ? — he  go 
for  dead,  too  r  and  the  steward  shuddered  at 
the  idea  of  being  so  near  a  corpse. 

'*  Quaco,**  murmured  Hamilton,  hoarsely,  but 
feintly,  as  he  recognized  the  presence  of  his 
black  friend. 

^^  Eh  I — ^hark  *em  dere— de  dead  man  peak-a 
me  !^'  uttered  the  trembling  steward,  as  he 
started  back;  *^he  sabby  me  ni^e,  too;  oTi, 
Garamercie  !  what  sal  me  do  ?^' 
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^'  Enlevez-moi,  mon  ami,^'  said  Hamilton,  in 
the  same  huskiness  of  tone,  and  unable  to  move. 

^*  He  tella  me  for  lift  him  up  f  exclaimed 
Quaco,  in  great  alarm.  **  Wharra  for  him  dead 
ossifer  do  here  peak-a  me?  Here,  Monsieur 
Saam,  Monsieur  Jacques !  where  dem  daam 
ace-o'-club-nose  nigger  gone  ?^ 

**  Oh,  mon  Dieu — mon  Dieu  !"  uttered  Ha- 
milton, whose  ideas  had  become  bev/ildered  from 
the  pain  of  his  wound  and  the  stunning  blow 
he  had  received  in  the  giant^s  £ill.  ^^  Quaco, 
donnez-moi  a  boire.*^ 

"  Well,  him  debbil  dere  for  true !"  ejaculated 
the  steward,  making  up  his  mind  to  run  away ; 
*^  de  dead  man  want  for  drink ;  me  daddy, 
wharra  dis  ?^ 

"  Where  am  I,  Quaco  ?*^  said  Hamilton,  in 
English,  and  more  in  his  own  tone  of  voice  ;  **  I 
have  been  asleep,  I  think.  What  is  this  on  the 
top  of  me  ?" 

'<  Haang  ^e  debbil  r  exclaimed  Quaco, 
more  terrified  than  ever;  ^*  dis  beat  ebery  ting. 
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Here  boy  !  missy  for  me  I  Siuim  !  Nanchy  ! 
Pluto  !  Jacques  I  Wenus !  Amaranthe  ! — where 
you  all  got?***  and  again  he  shouted  over  the 
names  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  as  he  verily  be- 
lieved he  was  beset  by  infernal  spirits. 

^^  What  ails  you,  old  man  ?*"  said  Hamilton ; 
**  I  remember  every  thing  now.  Take  this  rebel 
rascal  off  me,"^  and  he  struggled  into  view  so  as 
to  be  seen  by  the  steward. 

*^  Me  Garamercie !  me  young  massa  l^  ex- 
claimed the  negro,  dimly  comprehending  how 
the  case  stood ;  ^^  me  look  ebery  where  some- 
where for  you  all  dis  time.  How  de  debbil  you 
get  dere,  eh?  Here,  Saam,  Jacques — where 
'em  nigger  gone  ?" 

"  Never  mind  where  they  are,  Quaco,^'  said 
Hamilton,  impatiently  ;  "  roll  this  body  off  me 
—I  am  almost  suffocated  with  his  weight.** 

^'Him  French  ossifer.  Monsieur  Ami, "^  re- 
turned the  steward,  as  he  drew  back  with  repug- 
nance from  the  corpse ;  *^  he  dead  man  !^ 

^^Dead  or  alive,**  said  Hamilton,  vexed  at 
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the  conduct  of  tlie  man,  ^^you  are  an  old  fool 
not  to  release  me  from  the  incumbrance.  Do  it 
at  once,  or  I  will  never  speak  to  vou  again  !** 

'i'hus  urged,  Quaco  tried  with  his  foot  to  turn 
the  huge  body  over,  but  without  avail ;  and,  at 
last,  half  maddened  and  driven  to  cxtremitv  bv 
Hamilton's  refilings,  he  stooped  down,  and, 
with  his  utmost  strength,  turned  the  corpse  face 
upwards.  ^*  Em  daam  nigger,  for  true,  massa  r 
exclaimed  the  steward,  contemptuously,  as  the 
colour  of  the  skin  was  exposed  to  view  ;  *^  how 
he  come  here  P'' 

^^  I  killed  him,*'  said  Hamilton,  quietly ; 
**  and  he  fell  on  the  top  of  me  as  I  laid  wounded 
in  the  leg.     I  fear,  Quaco,  it  is  broke.*" 

^*  Em  broke !''  slirieked  the  steward ;  *<  massa 
leg  broke  ? — dat  nigger  for  break  him  ?**  and 
he  ga^'e  the  senseless  body  a  kick ;  *^  nem  mindy 
he  dead  now — leg  for  massa  get  well  again.* 

**  Now  lift  me  in  your  arms,  Quaco,  and  carry 
mc  to  my  room,^  said  Hamilton,  who  was  suffer- 
ng  much  pain.    The  negro  complied,  and,  as 
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the  youth  looked  down  upon  his  fallen  enemy 
he  added,  '^  Yes,  old  man,  he  is  dead  enough--* 
it  is  the  chief  Gateaud  !^ 

<'  Gateaud  i**  exclaimed  the  steward,  nearly 
dr<q>ping  his  burthen  at  that  dreaded  name, 
which  bad  excited  umversal  terror  by  the  num* 
her  of  horrible  atrocities  its  owner  had  perpe- 
trated ;  ^^  Gateaud  !**  repeated  he ;  *^  depdchez, 
done — ^p'rhaps  him  no  for  dead  how  !"  and  he 
hastened  off  to  the  house. 

Stretched  upon  his  comfortable  bed,  Hamilton 
was  more  at  his  ease,  and  Madame  Brienot,  ex- 
ulting at  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  attended  him 
with  truly  maternal  kindness.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  the  widow's  return,  after  the  retreat  of 
the  assailants,  her  first  inquiry  had  been  fpr  the 
youth,  and  she  had  directed  every  search  to  be 
made  for  him ;  but,  as  he  could  not  be  found,  it 
was  supposed  he  had  gone  after  the  run-away 
foe.  Quaco's  discovery  had,  however,  relieved 
her  mind  in  one  saise,  though  die  wounded  state 

of  the  lad  greatly  alarmed  her  fears. 

L  ft 
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The  return  of  the  pwtj,  who  had  pursued 
the  fugitives,  showed  that  but  few  of  them 
were  injured,  whilst  the  number  of  slain 
amongst  the  insurgents  was  very  great,  and 
there  could  not  be  a  doubt  but  thev  would  be  still 
more  disheartened  when  they  heard  of  the  fate 
of  their  brave  and  daring  chief,  whose  life  they 
believed  had  hitherto  been  preserved  by  a  charm. 

Welcome  was  the  intelligence  to  Madame 
Brieriot  of  the  intrepidity  and  courage  which 
young  Hamilton  displayed.  The  sword  of  the 
fallen  chief)  a  superb,  richly-mounted  sabre, 
with  all  his  appointments,  were  brought  to  the 
youth,  and  placed  at  his  disposal;  and  the 
numerous  guests,  who  occupied  the  building,  all 
united  in  his  praise. 

But  the  brave  lad  laid  on  his  bed,  sufiisring 
great  pain ;  the  ball  had  broken  the  small  bone  of 
his  leg  completely  in  two,  and  passed  out  at  the 
opposite  side  to  its  entrance.  Surgery  was  but 
little  cultivated  in  that  district,  but  the  bone 
was  set  bj  the  individual  who  doctond  the 
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negroes  aided  by  Quaoo,  who  had  aome  expc- 
rieooe  in  such  matters — the  inflammation  sub* 
sided,  and  be  was  doing  very  well. 

The  repulse  given  to  the  rebels,  together  with 
the  death  of  Grateaud,  led  to  amicable  arrange* 
ments  between  the  whites  and  the  people  of 
colour.  Peace  was,  for  a  time,  restored;  but 
wherever  the  eye  turned  nothing  was  to  be  seen 
but  plantations  laid  waste,  buildings  in  ashes, 
and  hundreds  reduced  to  misery  and  want.  Tbe 
French  commissioners,  Santhonax,  Polverel^  and 
others,  arrived,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the 
smouldering  flame  again  burst  forth,  and  hosti- 
lities were  renewed — the  commissioners  secretly 
tampering  with  the  negroes  to  demand  their 
freedom.  Nor  was  this  climax  tardy  in  its 
approach — the  slaves  were  declared  free,  and 
they  embraced  the  boon  to  the  most  unlimited 
extent  c^  nature  in  its  wildest  state.  The  Code 
Nair  had  indeed  been  framed  for  tbeir  future 
government;  but  the  negro  idea  of  freedom 
amounted  to  self-will,  unfettered  by  any  restraint 
whatever.    They  knew  nothing  of  codes— -they 


4 


222  HAMILTON  KING. 

had  suflTered  persecution,  and  were  determined 
to  retaliate  upon  those  who  had  inflicted  punish- 
ment. Every  white  man  tliat  did  not  escape 
was  murdered— the  females  were  reser\'ed  for 
•a  less  enviable  doom  before  the  seal  of  death  was 
impressed  upon  their  fate. 

At  the  outset  the  slaves  on  Solitaire  adhered 
most  faithfully  to  their  mistress ;  but  the  force 
of  example,  coupled  with  the  declaration  of 
entire  freedom,  soon  made  them  neglect  their 
work,  and  a  life  of  wild  and  lawless  plunder 
offered  too  strong  an  inducement  to  abandon  the 
estate.  Party  by  party  they  quitted  the  delight- 
ful spot,  a  few  only  remaining  to  cultivate  the 
plantain  and  fruit  grounds  for  their  own  sub- 
sistence, and  to  pass  the  residue  of  their  time  in 
voluptuousness  and  indolence.  Of  the  domestic 
slaves  at  tlie  residence  of  Madame  Brienot,  only 
Quaoo  and  another  or  two  remained— the  whole 
of  the  women  left  her,  nor  did  they  go  empty- 
handed,  for  each,  without  restraint,  took  what 
she  pleased. 
-.  ^Thus  dtuated,   Madame  Brienot  found   it 
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absolutely  necessary  to  quit  the  habitation  that 
she  loved,  and  remove,  with  the  residue  of  her 
property,  into  Fort  aii  Prince,  where  she  already 
possessed  several  good  houses,  and  her  servants 
acoompanied  her  as  to  a  place  of  refuge.  The 
distinction  between  the  whites  and  the  coloured 
people  was  rapidly  breaking  away,  though  they 
still  looked  upon  each  other  with  eyes  of  jealousy 
and  hatred.  But  now  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  to  see  a  negro  (who  not  long  before  had 
been  a  slave)  dressed  in  splendid  uniform,  and 
well  mounted,  riding  through  the  town— his 
perfumed  white  cambric  handkerchief  stuck  in 
the  breast  of  his  coat,  a  handsome  plume  of  real 
ostrich  feathers  flowing  in  profusion  frmn  his 
cocked  hat,  and  a  sup^b  sabre,  with  a  sheath 
encased  in  crimson  velvet,  hanging  by  his  side, 
whilst  he  apph'ed  his  whip  to  the  shoulders  of 
many  a  former  fellow-labourer  to  clear  them  out 
of  his  way. 

Oh,  tyranny !  whatever  colour   thou  may'sl 
assume,   still   thou   art    predominant    in    the 
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human  breast;  and  the  being  who  may  sufTer 
from  the  operations  of  thy  influence  to-day, 
will  exercise  thy  unholy  sway  to-morrow, 
should  power  afford  him  the  opportunity. 
Sterne's  negro  had  suffered  persecution,  and 
learned  mercy.  Doubtless,  the  picture  is  pretty, 
and  a  gem — pretty,  because,  it  paints  from 
imagination  rather  than  reality— a  gem,  for  it 
is  unique.  I  am  getting  an  old  man  now, 
and,  through  many  years  of  artluous  service, 
I  have  almost  invariably  found  that  the  most 
severe  commanders  are  those  who  came  in 
at  the  hawse-holes — or,  in  other  words,  were 
raised  from  before  the  mast ;  and  the  greatest 
cruelties  on  board  a  slave-ship  have  been 
practised  by  those  negroes  who  have  been 
placed  as  overlookers  of  the  rest. 

But  to  proceed  with  my  tale.  Hamilton, 
through  several  weeks  of  confinement,  remained 
stationary  on  his  bed ;  and  though  he  endured 
great  pain  and  stifFncsfl,  through  the  unchange- 
ableness  of  his  position,  yet,  in  the  end,  he 
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reaped  his  reward,  for  the  fractured  limb 
united,  and  became  firm,  and  in  three  months 
he  was  able  to  walk  about  with  the  aid  of 
crutches,  which,  after  two  months  more,  were 
thrown  aside,  and  in  another  he  moved  along 
as  firm  as  ever.  His  prowess  at  the  Solitaire 
had  been  talked  of,  and  applauded  by  the 
colonists,  but  remained  unnoticed  by  the  com- 
missioners,  who  viewed  the  widow  and  all 
belonging  to  her  with  a  jealous  jeye,  which 
at  length  determined  her  to  embark  for 
France,  whither  she  had  already  remitted 
ample  funds  to  enable  her  to  pass  the  residue 
of  her  days  in  affluence. 

Thus  determined,  she  lost  no  time  in  put- 
ting her  scheme  into  execution,  and  obtaining 
a  passage  in  a  vessel  that  was  about  to  sail ; 
her  plate  and  valuables  were  sent  aboard, — ^to 
be  immediately  landed  again,  and  consigned 
to  the  coffers  of  the  commissioners.  Hamiltpn 
and  Quaco  embarked,  and  the  widow  was  on 
the  point  of  following,  when  she  was  suddoidy 
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arrested,  aiid  subsequently  made  prisoner  in 
her  own  house,  whilst  the  vessel  purchased 
her  anchors,  and  was  soon  under  a  cloud  of 
canvas,  rounding  Cape  Nicholas  Mole,  and 
pushing  between  San  Domingo  and  Culia. 

The  suddenness  of  their  departure  aroused 
the  angry  feelings  of  Hamilton;  but,  he  was 
powerless  to  act,  and,  to  do  the  captain  every 
justice,  he  warmly  commiserated  his  situation, 
and  assured  him  that  he  had  been  compelled 
to  put  instantly  to  sea,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  sunk  by  the  batteries  in  case  of 
refusal.  Quaco  was  inconsolable;  for  though 
he  would  have  devoted  any  thing  but  his  life 
to  the  sen'ice  c^  Hamilton,  yet  he  was  strongly 
attached  to  his  mistress,  and  he  feared  some- 
thing fatal  had  happened  to  Iter,  for  the  real 
fSuits  of  the  case  were  unknown  to  aU.  Nor 
was  the  captain  a  didionest  man,  as  he,  with- 
out hesitation,  placed  whatever  of  Madame 
Brienot^s  hlid  been  saved  fixmi  the  gnwp  of 
the   oommisrioners  entirely  at  the  disposal  of 
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HamiltOEit  who  he  bdieved  to  be  the  widow*8 
8on>  and  he  also  refunded  part  of  the  pas- 
sage money  that  had  been  paid  to  him  for 
the  lady's  cabin. 

The  breeze  was  fresh  as  they  made  the 
windward  passage,  and  Hamilton  watched,  with 
an  almost  broken  heart,  the  fading  island  as 
it  sunk  lower  and  lower  beneatli  the  curve 
of  the  horizon,  till  at  sunset  only  a  blue 
outline  was  visible,  which  soon  disappeared 
in  the  gloom  of  evening.  But  he  still  con- 
tinued on  the  deck,  gazing  towards  the  quar* 
ter  where  he  had  last  seen  it,  and  when 
darkness  covered  the  face  of  the  sky  and 
ocean,  his  oppressed  and  surcharged  heart 
found  relief  in   tears. 

The  night  grew  misty,  and  ^  Le  Bon  Mari ' 
(the  name  of  the  brig)  hugged  the  wind,  to  make 
the  island  of  Inague,  under  the  hope  of  having 
daylight  the  following  mornii^g,  to  run  out 
amongst  the  numerous  rocks  and  small  islands 
into  the  open  ocean.     She  was  none  of  the  best 
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of  sailers  when  dose-hauled,  and  as  the  wind 
was  light  she  made  but  little  way.  Tlie  eastern- 
most point  of  Cuba  was  dimly  visible,  and  all 
seemed  snug  and  safe;  when,  suddenly,  a  bright 
flash,  followed  by  the  booming  report  of  a  gun, 
indicated  the  presence  of  a  vessel  on  tlie  weather 
bow ;  yet  nothing  could  be  soen  to  confinn  such 
an  idea — no  sail  lifted  itself  above  the  liorixcHi, 
nor  was  there  the  slightest  appearance  of  a  craft 
of  any  description. 

*'  It  was  a  clap  of  thunder,'*  said  the  French 
captain,  raising  himself  from  the  painful  position 
in  which  he  had  been  earnestly  straining  his 
eyes ;  *•  we  shall  have  a  tempest !" 

**  'Em  no  tunder,  massa,^  argued  Quaco,  who 
had  stood  with  Jiis  arms  folded,  and  looking 
anxiously  at  Hamilton. 

"Not  thunder,  Mr.  Ivory?"  retorted  the 
captain,  as  if  offended  with  the  liberty  the  negro 
had  taken;  "but  I  say  it  was  thunder;  and 
theres  a  storm  brewing  to  windward— 'what 
■bould  you  know  about  thunder  ?" 
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Noting,  massa,''  responded  the  Afncan, 
with  a  deep  aiFectation  of  humility  ;  **  me  poor 
nigger,  neber  know  noting,*  and  he  shrugged 
his  shoulders. 

^^  What  do  you  think  it  is,  Quaco?^  said  Har 
milton,  in  English,  as  the  captain  walked  for- 
ward to  give  directions  to  his  mate,  to  make 
preparations  for  resisting  the  expected  gale. 

**  What  me  tink.  Monsieur  Ami  P*^  responded 
QuaCo,  ^^pVhaps,  like  massa  captain,  you  believe 
me  sabby  noting."^ 

^*  This  is  no  time  for  nonsense,  old  man,"  re- 
monstrated the  youth ;  **  I  know  you  judge 
from  experience ;  was  it  thunder,  or  not  ?'* 

*^  £h  me  massa,  wharra  for  you  angry  ?  em  no 
t  under,  den,^  answered  the  negro,  pettishly ; 
^^  we  leab  em  daam  nigger  on  a  hiland  where 
massa  liill  him  blaack  rascal,  for  jomp  out  o'  de 
fire  into  de  fry-pan,  noP' 

^^  You  talk  in  riddles,  Quaco,*  said  Hamilton, 
as  he  rose  impatiently,  and  took  a  turn  or  two 
on  the  quarter-deck ;  *^  if  you  donH  choose  to 
tell  me,  let  it  alone.'"  "" 
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**  And  what  do  you  make  of  it  now  r*^  said 
the  captain,  again  coming  aft,  and  addressing 
the  negro,  ^^  was  it  thunder,  or  not  ?'* 

Hamilton  stopped  in  his  walk  to  listen  to  the 
African*8  reply;  and  was  both  surprised  and 
vexed  when  he  heard  him  say,  *'  Yes,  massa, 
me  tink  him  tunder,  'spose  massa  pleases." 

^*  Ay,  I  knew  that  wdl  enough,''  said  the 
captain,  in  a  more  good-humoured  tone;  ^'  to  be 
sure  it  was  thunder,  though  it  sounded  very 
much  like  the  report  of  a  gun."*^ 

^*  Bery  much  like  a  gun,  massa,"  assented  the 
negro,  with  a  sort  of  low  chuckling  laugh  that 
reached  Hamilton'^s  ears,  though  it  passed  un- 
observed by  the  busy  bustling  captain,  who  was 
carefully  scanning  the  aspect  of  the  heavens. 

'*  You  are  practising  deception,  Quaco,"^ 
whispered  Hamilton,  angrily;  ^*  why  do  you  not 
give  him  your  hcmest  opinion  at  once  f^ 

^'  Tan  littly  hit  saftly,  maaaa,"  returned  the 
negro,  in  the  same  low  tone;  **he  like  Jew, 
neber  bdieve  'apoae  he  no  see  em  I" 

We  have  generally  such  intimations,'*  said 
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the  captain— *<  they  give  us  warnnig ;  and  the 
oppressive  heat  of  the  atmosphere  also  tells  me 
we  shall  have  a  hurricane.^ 

'*  Dere  him  come  den,  massa  r  exclaimed 
Quaco,  with  startling  vehemence,  as  he  pointed 
broad  away  upon  the  weather  bow,  where  two 
raking  masts,  with  all  their  gossamer  webs, 
were  traced  against  the  sky,  but  not  a  stitch 
of  canvass  could  be  seen. 

<*  Mon  Dieu !  mon  Dieu !"  ejaculated  the 
captain,  as  he  clenched  his  bands  together-^ 
'*  it  is  a  pirate  !*^  and,  springing  to  the  tiller, 
he  jammed  it  hard  up. 

The  bows  of  the  Bon  Man  teXL  gracefully 
off  from  the  wind,  and  as  she  felt  more  and 
more  its  propdling  power  filling  her  sails,  so 
was  her  speed  accelerated,  till  the  foam  threw 
up  its  brilliant  gems  beneath  her  forefoot,  and 
left  a  sparkling  track  of  light  in  her  wake. 

^<  Dere  more  tunder,  massa  r  said  Quaco, 
as  a  sudden  flash  illumined  the  horiaon  od 
the  brig^s    quarter,    and    the    booming  of  a 
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heavy  guu  was  heard,  though  where  the  shot 
went  was  not  so  easily  ascertained. 

^^  Silence !  you  coast  o'Guinea  devil,^*  re- 
sponded the  captain,  with  anger  and  vexation 
at  being  overreached.  '^  Don^t  stand  there,  but 
go  and  lend  the  people  a  hand  to  make  sail." 

^^  Em  sailor  know  best  for  dat,  massa,  *^  said 
Quaco,  quietly ;  ^'  but  ^spose  massa  like  me 
take  de  tiller." 

**  What !  can  you  steer  ?"  inquired  the 
captain,  doubtingly;  and  then  turning  to 
Hamilton,  he  asked  him,  ^^  Is  that  the  fact, 
young  gentleman^^loes  your  servant  under- 
stand the  helm?  Remember,  we  are  now 
running  fiwr-our  lives." 

*^  I  believe  he  can  steer,'^  answered  the  youth; 
**  he  tells  me  he  has  been  several  years  trading 
amongst  the  islands.^ 

^*  I  will  trust  him,  then,"  said  the  captain, 
mournfully ;  *^  every  hand  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  us  in  this  crins,  and,  if  you  will 
condeaoend  to  pull  a  rope  with  us"— 
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**  I  am  ready  to  do  any  thing  you  wkh,^ 
assented  the  youth ;  **  only  instruct  my  igno- 
rance, and  you  will  find  me  active  and  wil- 
ling." 

^  For  the  present,  stand  by  the  binnacle," 
returned  the  afirighted  man,  ^*  and  tee  tliat 
your  servant  keeps  her  head  undeviatingly 
to  that  point  of  the  compass,^  (directing  hb 
attention  to  it ;)  ^^  whilst  I  go  forud,  and  get 
the  studn^sels  on  her."  He  looked  out  abaft 
— -.^^  Sacre !  there  flutters  the  schooner^s  topael 
in  the  wind,  and  now  it  is  as  stiff  as  a  board 
— she  is  making  sail,  and,  I  fear,  we  have  not 

* 

the  shadow  of  a  chance  to  escape.*^ 

Quaco  quietly  stationed  himself  at  the 
tiller,  as  the  captain  ran  forward  to  encourage 
bis  people ;  and  Hamilton  placed  himself  as 
directed,  his  eye  alternately  directed  to  the 
compass  in  the  binnacle  and  the  stranger  that 
waa  in  hot  pursuit. 

**  Em  picaroon,  for  true,  me  massa,"  said 
the  African,  attending  most  rigidly  to  his  steei^ 
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ing,  80  that  the  card  scarcely  vibrated  on 
either  side  of  lubber's  point.  '^  As  for  run  away, 
neber  see  de  day,  him  come  along  bum-by  like 
horse — and  dere  go  'em  tunder  again.*' 

A  bright  flash  was  followed  by  a  peculiar 
whistling  sound,  that  passed  close  to  Hamilton 
and  the  negro ;  and  then  a  loud  report  sue- 
ceeded.  Quaco  bobbed  down  his  head,  as  a 
tortoise  draws  his  snout  under  his  shell,  and  for 
the  first  time  the  brig  gave  a  slight  yaw.  *^  You 
are  not  keeping  your  course,  Quaco,'^  said  Ha- 
milton, angrily ;  <^  either  resign  the  helm,  or 
pay  more  attention.'*' 

*^  Ees,  massa,^  answered  the  negro,  trembling 
with  fright,  ^^but  you  no  hear  de  hurricane 
peak  dere  ;^  and  he  tried  to  laugh.  "  Em  poor 
nigger  aabby  noting.''^ 

It  was  pretty  evident  that  the  vessd  in  chase 
was  making  sail,  and,  unless  a  cruiser  ot  some 
miracle  intervened,  it  was  equally  certain  tliat 
the  brig  must  fidl  into  their  hands ;  neverthe- 
less, the  captain  and  the  crew  bestirred  them- 
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selves  most  diligently,  and  every  bit  of  cloth 
that  would  catch  a  breath  of  wind  was  packed 
upon  her. 

**  I  can  do  no  more,"  said  the  captain,  takii^ 
the  tiller  from  the  negro's  hand  ;  ^  I  have  done 
my  best ;  yet,  mon  Dieul  mon  Dieu  !  we  diall 
all  have  our  throats  cut.^ 

Hamilton  leaned  over  the  taflrail,  and  watched 
the  approaching  schooner.  ^^  Is  it  not  strange^ 
Quaco,  that  he  does  not  fire  again  ? ""  iiip 
quired  he. 

**  He  no  want,  for  man-o*-war  buckra  hear 
him  peak,  massa,*''  responded  the  black;  ^'an 
he  sabbj  bery  well,  he  come  along  saftly,  saftly, 
for  catchee  we ;  Garamercie,  but  em  Cuba  pirate 
hab  sharp  knife  and  no  conscience.^' 

^*  What  had  we  best  do,  Quaco  ?*^  said  the 
jTouth.  **  I  suppose  resistance  would  be  useless, 
there  are,  doubtless,  so  many  of  than.'^ 

*^  Bery  true,  massa,  and  we  no  hab  de  iron 
pot  here  for  blow  'em  up,^  answered  Quaoo^ 
assuming  an  indifference  he  was  very  &r  from 
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feeling.  *^  Eh,  how  dem  nigger  jump  darra 
time." 

^^  I  do  not  wish  to  recall  the  remembrance  of 
that  horrible  evening,^  said  Hamilton,  shudder- 
ing ;  ^<  they  brought  it  upon  themselves ;  whilst 
these  fdlows  will  massacre  us  in  cool  blood  be- 
cause we  are  defenceless." 

*^  Here,  massa,*'  whispered  the  steward,  draw* 
ing  something  mysteriously  from  beneath  his 
waistcoat,  *^  here  piccanninny  gun  for  you,^  and 
he  put  into  the  hands  of  the  youth  a  brace  of 
pistols,  presented  to  him  by  Madame  Brienot. 

**  I  fear  these  will  be  useless,  Quaco,^  said  Ha- 
milton, shaking  his  head  mournfully,  <*  though 
I  would  not  wish  to  die  unresistingly,  like  a 
coward.*' 

*^Ebery  ting  ob  use  some  time  or  oder,'* 
returned  the  negro.  *^  *Spose,  masn,  no  shoot 
em  black  dog,  p^riiaps  he  shoot  em  blue  monkey 
— no  ? — Ah,  dis  hard  times  tar  we.^ 

<«  I  wiflh  I  had  my  rifle  handy,  Quaoo,^  said 
the  youth,   as  reoolkctkms  ibrocd  themaelvea 
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upon  his  mind.  **'  Fetch  it  on  deck,  old  man, 
and  well  divide  the  pistols  between  us,'' 

The  steward  went  below,  and  soon  returned 
with  the  weapon,  which  was  carefully  deposited 
inside  of  an  empty  hen-coop. 

**  What  are  you  doing  forud  ?'*  shouted  the 
captain,  as  he  observed  the  men  very  busily  em- 
ployed about  some  unusual  labour  between  the 
two  masts. 

"They^re  going  to  get  the  long*boat  out,'' 
answered  the  mate,  coming  aft  to  his  superior ; 
**  they're  bent  upon  it,  and  Hermann  is  at  their 
bead." 

**'  That  must  never  be,"  exclaimed  the  cap- 
tain eageily,  as  a  sickening  fear  ran  cold  to  his 
heart ;  **  the  vessel  must  not,  shall  not,  be 
abandoned.  Here,  coast  o*  Cruinea,"  addressing 
Quaoo,  ^^take  the  helm,  and  steer  her  steady 
^hear'ee." 

**  Ees,  massa,  me  hear  em,"  said  the  negro, 
taking  hoLd  of  the  tiller,  which  the  captain  re- 
signed ;  **  you  see  me  tick  a  jib-boom  in  a  mus* 
keeta  eye,"  and  he  tried  to  laugh. 
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^^  How,  men  !  what  is  all  this  ?'*  said  the  cai>- 
tain,  as  he  went  forward ;  "  you  shipped  for 
the  voyage ;  will  you  desert  your  craft  because 
there  may  be  danger  in  sight  ?^ 

The  seamen  remained  passive  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, till  Hermann,  the  boatswain,  a  tall, 
robust,  gigantic  Swede,  answered — "  Why,  look 
you,  sir,  we  shipped  in  Le  Bon  Mari  to  navi- 
gate her  to  Bordeaux,  all  well  and  good,  and 
we  are  ready  to  do  our  duty  against  wind  and 
weather,  sea  risks,  and  fisiir-dealing  enemies; 
but  to  stop  here,  with  the  certainty  of  being 
tortured  first  and  have  our  throats  cut  after- 
wards, is  no  part  of  the  ship^s  artides.*^ 

"  What  tlien  do  you  mean  to  do  ?^  inquired 
the  captain.  *^  Vm  still  master  here,  and  must 
and  will  be  obeyed." 

*^  IVb  of  no  manner  of  use  trying  to  top  the 
officer,^*  returned  Hermann,  with  determination. 
*<  We  have  consulted  together,  because  it  should 
not  be  said  by  the  insurers  that  you  had  any 
hand  in  it— and  we  mean  to  hoist  the  boat  out. 
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shove  ofF,  and  let  the  schooner  pass  us — then  we 
can  up  stick,  and  run  for  it."*^ 

<*Bery  like  a  whale  in  a  fisherman  trawl,^ 
muttered  Quaco  to  his  young  master,  as  every 
word  that  was  uttered  could  be  distinctly  heard. 

**  It  will  never  do,"  said  the  captain,  despond- 
ingly ;  ^^  besides,  the  act  would  be  premature— 
we  are  not  yet  certain  of  the  character  of  the 
vessel  in  chase — she  may  be  a  cruiser." 

<*  You  know  better,  captain,"  returned  the 
boatswain,  as  he  laid  hold  of  the  tackle  and 
booked  it  on  to  the  boat  abaft.  *<  No  British  or 
French  cruiser  would  be  lying  under  bare  poles 
in  the  open  ocean.  Look  at  the  cut  of  her  top- 
sel  and  the  rake  of  her  mast — the  ring  of  the 
shot  came  from  a  long  Inrass  gun."" 

*'  Perhaps  a  Spanish  guarda  ooaatOj*^  urged 
the  captain,  persuasively,  though  he  lelt  in  his 
own  mind  the  fallacy  of  his  argument.  **  It  is 
most  likely  a  guarda  ooa«/a— -they  are  constantly 
practising  such  tricks.'^ 

<<  We  have  not  time  to  dispute,  sir/'  8ai4.tlie 
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boatswain,  firmly.  **  I  shall  take  it  upon  my 
own  head— if  she  is  a  friend,  we  can  come  liack 
again  in  safety ;  but  if  slie  is  what  you  and  I 
assuredly  believe  her  to  be,  it  will  be  of  no  use 
to  shove  off  when  she's  alongside — sway  away 
upon  the  staytackles,  men/' 

*^  This  is  mutiny ,"**  shouted  the  captain,  in 
a  voice  of  desperation.  "  Boy,  bring  me  my 
pistols— I  will  shoot  the  first  man  who  disobeys. 
This  is  rank  mutiny." 

*'  Now  me,  massa,  take  care  o  piccaninny  gun,*^ 
whispered  Quaco  to  Hamilton,  **tan  littly 
minute  you  see  em  bum-by." 

*<  It  is  not  mutiny,  captain,*^  responded  Her- 
mann, firmly  but  respectfully — "it  is  not  mutiny^ 
but  self-preservation — we  are  wiUing  to  encoun- 
ter any  thing  but  rascally  pirates,  who  will  shew 
us  no  mercy  for  not  bringing-to.  If  the  brig 
was  beating  to  pieces  on  the  rocks,  would  you 
liaveus  stick  by  her  and  be  drowned,  when  there 
was  a  chance  of  getting  safe,  ashore?" 

<*  Certainly    not/'    answered    the    captain, 
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piomplly,  ^  no  one  in  his  senses  could  expect 
■uch  a  thing.  But  the  cases  are  widely  dif- 
ferent; the  brig  is  not  on  the  rocks— there  is  no 
fisar  of  her  going  to  pieces." 

^^  She  will  very  soon  be  in  one  of  the  creeks  of 
Cuba,  or  at  the  bottom,"  returned  Hermann; 
<'  and  it  will  be  of  no  use  telling  the  knife  not 
to  cut  when  you  feel  the  sharp  edge  scraping, 
your  throat  It's  for  self-preservation,  captain 
—^elf-preservation — and  you  can't  blame  us. 
High  enough,  men ;  haul  taut  the  yard-tackles." 

<'  But  you  are  finding  the  longitude  without 
making  proper  calculations,"  urged  the  captain ; 
^*  when  you  quit  the  brig,  she  will  run  into  the 
wind  and  catch  aback— the  schooner  will  in- 
stantly suspect  the  cause,  and  will  not  suffer  a 
soul  of  you  to  escape,  as  you  cannot  get  far 
away.** 

"  I've  thought  of  that,"  returned  the  boat- 
swain. ^  One  man  must  remain  aboaid,  to  keep 
her  in  her  course.'^ 

^'  And  who  do  you  expect  will  be  so  self- 
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devoted  ?^  asked  the  captain,  as  an  inkling  of 
the  other^a  meaning  flashed  across  his  mind. 

*'  Self-devoted  !^  ezdaimed  Hennann,  with  a 
laugh  of  derision  :  ^  No,  no,  its  out  of  natur, 
captain,  to  expect  a  shipmate  to  do  such  a 
thing;  but  a  dark-skinned  nigger,  who  is  no 
better  than  a  superior  sort  of  ourang-cutang, 
you  know        ^ 

^^  You  for  daam  rascal,  Monsieur  Rangoo 
Tang I*^  interrupted Quaoo,  unable  to  suppress  bis 
indignant  feelings,  and  instantly  becoming  fuILy 
sensible  to  the  boatswain's  intentions ;  ^*  You 
Rangoo  Tang,  yousef,  for  one  white^libber 
nigger !" 

*^  Let  him  blow  his  squall  out,*'  said  the 
Swede ;  whilst  Hamilton's  heart  swdled,  almost 
to  bursting,  with  rage  at  the  horrible  proposal. 
^  Ease  off  the  stays,*^  continued  the  boatswain ; 
*^  lower  away,  my  lads^lower  away  handsomely 
— KiYerhanl  the  stays — bear  her  off  the  side— Jet 
go  of  all.  Bear  a  hand  and  unhook  the  tackles. 
Now,  boys,  fi>r  your  tnqps." 
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During  the  foftegcing  conversatioii  tke  boat 
had  gradually  riaeo  from  the  chocks,  and  was 
suspended  for  a  few  seconds  in  a-mid-sfaipS'— 
the  tackle  from  the  fore  and  main  yairds  then 
lifted  her  over  the  gunwale,  and  soon  afterwards 
a  heavy  splash  in  the  water  announced  that  she 
was  afloat. 

The  captain  looked  over  the  weather^uarter 
at  the  schooner,  which  was  now  overhauling  the 
brig  very  fast-^the  love  of  life  oombatted  with 
his  sense  of  duty  to  his  ownenh— he  wrung  his 
hands,  dashed  his  hat  upon  ibe  deck,  and  tore 
his  hair,  in  the  impotence  of  rage» 

*^  Come,  captain,'*  said  the  boatswain,  walldng 
aft,  **  we  are  all  ready  for  a  start  Young 
gentleman,*'  addressing  Hsoniltcm,  ^  you  had 
better  bear  a  hand  into  the  boat-^there^s  not  a 
moment  to  be  thrown  away.  And,  d'ye  hear, 
you  dark  angel,*'  turning  to  Quaco,  ^  keep  her 
steady  in  her  course,  or  we'll  come  back  and  cut 
you  to  pieces." 

^  Many  ten  tousand  tanky,"  responded  the 
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During  the  toregaiaag  conversatioii  tke  boat 
had  gradually  riaeo  from  the  chocksi  and  was 
suspended  ftnr  «  fSew  seconds  m  a-nlid-sfaips — 
the  tackle  from  the  fore  and  main  yards  then 
liflted  her  over  the  gunwale^  and  soon  afterwards 
a  heavy  splash  m  the  water  announced  that  she 
was  afloat. 

The  captain  looked  over  the  weather^uarter 
at  the  schooner,  which  was  now  overhauling  the 
brig  very  fiist-^the  love  of  life  oombatted  with 
his  tense  of  duty  to  his  owner»-*he  wrung  his 
hands,  dashed  his  hat  upon  the  deck,  and  tore 
hit  hair,  in  the  impotence  of  rage. 

*^  Come,  captain,'*  said  the  boatswaiu,  walking 
aft,  **  we  are  all  ready  for  a  start.  Young 
gentleman,*'  addressing  Hamihon,  ^*  you  had 
better  bear  a  hand  into  the  boat-^there^s  not  a 
moment  to  be  thrown  away.  And,  d'ye  hear, 
you  dark  angel,*'  turning  to  Quaco,  ^^  keep  her 
steady  in  her  course,  or  we'll  come  back  and  cut 
you  to  pieces." 

^  Many  ten  tousand  tanky,"  responded  the 
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Steward,  with  seeming  indiflerence.  '^  You 
see  em  country  come  dere?''  pointing  to  the 
schooner  with  his  chin:  ^^"spose  you  leab  me 
liehind^-de  helm  go  hard  down,  an^  me  tell  em 
for  tru«  where  he  boat  go." 

*'  You  will — will  you  ?''  exclaimed  the  boat- 
swain, in  a  tone  of  impetuous  anger ;  and  return- 
ing from  the  gangway  with  a  heavy  handspike 
in  his  hand,  *'  You'^ll  split  upon  us,  eh  ? — then 
by  the  holy  father  I  shall  stop  your  mouth  be- 
fore we  go,  and  let  the  brig  take  her  chance/* 
He  raised  the  weapon— 

"  Captain,  have  you  lost  all  humanity  and 
manly  courage?^  demanded  Hamilton,  as  he 
rushed  before  the  tall  and  powerful  Swede.  ^<  I 
will  not  see  my  servant  injured :"  he  cocked  one 
of  the  pistols  Quaco  had  given  him,  and  present- 
ing it,  added,  **  Stand  back,  fellow^-ofier  to 
strike  him,'  and  I  will  blow  your  brains  out  !** 

^^  Oh,  very  weU ;  very  well,  young  gentle^ 
man,"^  said  the  retreating  boatswain,  awed  by 
the  daring  conduct  of  the  youth.  <^  Perhaps 
would  prefer  remaining  with  him.'*' 
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^'  If  you  refuse  to  take  hitn  in  the  boftt,  I 
certainly  shall/'  responded  Hamilton ;  *<  he  has 
been  everything  to  me  in  childhood,  and  I  will 
not  desert  him  now." 

^*  Oh,  no,  no,  no,  me  massa,"  sdd  Quaoo,  in  a 
voice  shaken  by  emotion ;  ^^  go— go— what  he 
poor  missy  in  a  hiland  do,  for  break  her  hearts-— 
go  and  leab  Quaco— me  only  poor  nigger — me 
only  Rangoo  Tang,*^  and  he  grinned  spitefully 
at  the  Swede. 

The  captain  walked  forward  to  the  gangway, 
as  symptoms  of  impatience  began  to  be  mani^ 
fested  alongside.  **  This  is  foUy-^sheer  fool- 
ery !"  said  the  boatswain — "  we  cannot  delay. 
If  the  black  rascal  attempts  to  get  into  the  boat, 
I  will  throw  him  overboard ;  if  he  will  not  sMr 
the  craft,  and  keep  her  steady  in  her  course,  we 
shall  be  betrayed ;  and  as  die  we  must,  we  will 
return  and  die  aboard  the  brig,  but  he  shall  be 
the  first  to  fall.  And,  afler  all,  what  is  it  ?— the 
sacrifice  of  one  for  the  safety  of  the  rat.  B6- 
ffldes,  being  a  nigger,  and  not  supposed  to  htf^ 
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nat'ral  understanding,  he  has  every  chance  of 
not  being  hurt  Will  you  go  with  ua,  young 
gentleman,  or  not  ?** 

*^  I  will  not  abandon  the  negro,^  tcsponded 
Hamilton,  with  fiimnesB ;  ^^  I  will  stay  with 
him  at  all  hazards,  for  I  honestly  tell  you,  I 
put  more  trust  in  him  than  I  do  in  you«^ 

*^  As  you  please,  young  man,*"  said  the  boat- 
swain, turning  hastily  towards  the  gangway; 
but  instantly  running  aft,  again  exclaimed, 
*<  Halloo !  what  does  this  mean?^— the  boat  was 
dropping  rapidly  astern — *^  Sacre  nomme !  put 
back  for  me.  By  all  the  infemals,  but  she's  off! 
— Captain !-— mate ! — Paulo ! — Samson  !— they 
will  not  hear  me^  and  I  am  lost  r  He  threw  him- 
sdf  on  the  deck,  grinding  his  teeth  and  venting 
his  wimth  in  imprecations. 

When  the  captain  went  to  the  gangway  to 
qudl  the  impatience  of  the  men,  he  was  sud- 
denly cau^t  bold  of  and  dragged  in  by  the 
mate ;  and  though  at  first  he  appeared  angry, 
jist  in  his  heart  he  rejoiced  at  the  proqpect  of 
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being  rescued  from  a  horrible  death.  Whilst 
waiting  for  the  boatswain^  the  breeze  freshened, 
for  the  wind  came  down  in  sudden  puffs — the 
brig^s  ^eed  was  considerably  increased  — the 
strain  on  the  tow-line  became  more  and  more 
tense,  till  it  parted — the  Bon  Man  held  on  her 
way.  The  seamen  finding  themselves  dear,  got 
out  thenr  oars,  and  pulled  with  vigour,  utterly 
disregarding  the  cries  of  the  boatswain^  who  had 
been  caught  in  the  trap  he  designed  tcfr  the 
African.  She  was  soon  lost  sight  of  in  the 
gloom  of  night,  and  Hamilton,  Quaoo,  and  the 
Swede  were  alone  left  upon  the  decka  of  Le 
Bon  Marl. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


"  She  driveth  on  as  an  eagle  would  when  the  lightnings 

follow  him, 
And  plungeth.  down  till  her  decks  are  charged  up  to 

the  very  hrim ; 
And  her  ports  drink  in  the  foaming  brine — a  dark  and 

maddening  stream. 
With  gargling  sound,  and  the  moan  of  one  who  dreams 

a  fearful  dream." 


Hermann  did  not  long  retain  his  prostrate 
position  on  the  deck  ;  he  slowly  raised  himself, 
and  as  the  light  from  the  binnacle  fell  upon  his 
countenance,  it  showed  deep  traces  of  despair. 
His  courage — ^if  he  ever  had  any— was  entirely 
evaporated ;  his  mental  energies  and  his  animal 
spirits  were  completely  subdued ;  the  strong  man 
seated  himself  by  the  companion,  and  wept. 

^^  And  now,  Quaco,"  said  Hamilton,  eyeing 
the  boatswain  with  contempt,  ^'what  do  you 
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propose  that  we  should  do  ?  our  enemies  will  be 
aboard  directly.*' 

*<Me  see  em,  massa,"  returned  the  black, 
with  seeming  carelessness  as  to  the  result ;  ^^  em 
low  debbil  wriggle  along  like  a  snake  in  a 
guinea-grass.^ 

^Ay,  what  shcM  we  do?"  inquired  the 
Swede,  iti  mournful  accents,  and  wringing  his 
h^ds  in  fearful  anticipation. 

"  Em  nigger  neber  sabby  for  know  noting,** 
returned  Quaco,  deliberately,  as  he  steadily 
eyed  the  ocnnpass,  and  then  began  to  hum  in  a 
low  tone— 

*'  Me  lose  me  sooe 

In  an  old  canoe^ 
Johi^ny,  oh !  come  wind  em  so ; 

Me  lose  me  boot, 

In  a  pilot  boat. 
Oh !  my  daddy,  daddy,  oh  I" 

^^  Wdl,  wdl,  old  man,  I  own  I  was  wrong; 
but  we  should  not  bear  malice,'*  said  the  boat- 
swain, in  a  tone  of  conciliation.  **  Tou  are  used 
to  these  seas,  and  I  am  not ;  besides,  I  confess 
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my  thou^ts  are  bewildered :  cannot  you  think 
of  some  means  of  giving  us  a  chance  ?^ 

*^  How  he  tink,  Rangoo  Tang  sabby  noting,** 
rejoined  Quaco,  evidently  enjoying  the  other's 
distress ;  ^*  Rangoo  Tang  no  for  tell  em  buckra 
how  he  skin  him  banana." 

'^  Don^t  drive  me  desperate,^  exclaimed  the 
Swede,  in  a  hoarse  voice ;  *^  I  own  I  am  dead« 
l)eat  in  manoeuvring,  and  meant  to  play  you  a 
scurvy  trick.'* 

**  Massa  put  him  finger  in  a  split  stick  h^ 
lef,*'  returned  the  African,  with  a  low  chuckle; 
^^  why  he  no  go  down  in  a  hold,  and  creep  in 
em  run,  'spose  he  can.** 

*^I  should  soon  be  discovered  there,**  dis- 
sented the  Swede,  with  a  shake  of  his  head ;  ''no 
no— that  will  never  do ;  besides,  they  might  set 
the  brig  on  fire." 

*'  Em  neber  do  dat,**  asserted  Quaoo ;  ^  dey 
no  want  for  light  a  beacon  to  tell  him  man-a-war 
buckra  come." 

*<But  they  may  scuttle  her,**  perdsted  the 
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boatswain,  ^^and  I  should  be  drowned  before 
they  took  their  departure^  or  elsa  driven  from 
my  hiding  place  to  suffer  torment.'' 

^All  same  for  dat,"  said  the  negro,  con- 
temptuously; **  Gwnm&de^  you  tink  for  nobody 
but  yousef.  Here  me  young  massa  «*-bere 
Rangoo  Tang-^no  ?"" 

'^Don^t  stir  my  evil  pasnons,  old  man  !"  said 
the  boatswain,  assuming  something  like  angry 
fierceness;  ^Mt  is  through  you  I  have  be^i 
bfooght  into  this  scrape ;  and  if  you  urge  me 
further,  I  will  show  you  what  it  is  to  be  re- 
venged!" 

<*  Me  lose  me  sooe 
In  an  old  canoe, 
Johny,  oh !  come  wind  'em  so  !*' 

hummed  the  negro  again,  to  the  great  irritation 
of  the  Swede,  who  sprang  up,  and  laid  hold  of 
the  handspike  with  which  he  had  before  threat- 
ened the  African. 

*^  Silence,  you  Uack  devil !"  commanded  he, 
as  he  raised  the  weapon ;  but  Hamilton's  pistol 


4 


252  HAMILTON  KING. 

was  presented  within  a  foot  of  his  head,  and  he 
turned  round  and  once  more  seated  himsdf  by 
the  companion,  muttering  curses. 

^'  Em  horse-trough  in  a  squall,  massa,^'  said 
the  negro,  addressing  the  youth ;  **  and,  Ga- 
ramercic  !  dere  go  de  tunder  noder  time  more  ?* 

Several  bright  flashes  succeeded  each  other 
from  the  schooner ;  but  it  was  evident,  by  the 
reports,  that  the  guns  were  pointed  broad  away 
from  the  brig,  and  almost  immediatdy  after- 
wards loud  yells  and  shrieks  were  borne  upon 
the  breeze.  The  boatswain  almost  threw  his 
enormous  Ixxly  forward  to  the  bulwark,  where 
his  look  became  intently  fixed,  as  he  knelt  with 
his  neck  extending  over  the  quarter.  Again 
arose  another  wild  cry  of  despair;  whilst  the 
Swede  gave  way  to  the  indulgence  of  a  demoniac 
laugh,  as  he  exclaimed,  <^They*ve  seen  the 
boat — theyVe  hit  her,  and  all  will  go  to  the 
bottom.  Now,  old  man,  let  go  the  hdm,  and  do 
the  best  you  can  for  yourBd£  They  will  believe 
the  brig  to  be  wholly  deserted—Jet  go  the  tiUer, 
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I  aayl'*  for-^t^uaco  hesitated  to  obey;  ^^and 
young  gentleman,  bear  a  band  and  stow  your- 
self away — they  will  never  believe  that  a  single 
'toul  would  remain  behind — there  go  her  guns 
again!'' 

The  schooner  had  evidently  discovered  the 
ibgitives,  though  they  were  no  longer  visible 
•from  the  brig,  and  had  taken  the  means  already 
described  to  destroy  what  they  considered  the 
whole  crew  at  one  stroke.  Quaoo  let  go  the 
tiller,  as  ordered,  and  the  brig  deviated  wildly 
in  her  course^  yawing  about  without  guidance 
and  without  controL  The  boatswain  ran  hastily 
forward,  and  they  saw  no  more  of  him.  Quaco 
advised  Hamilton  to  ascend  to  the  main-top,  and 
lie  dose  and  snug,  whilst  he  shifted  for  himself, 
according  to  circumstances.  The  youth  bade 
the  old  man  an  affectionate  farewell ;  and  having 
procured  a  powder-horn  and  some  bullets,  he 
shmg  his  rifle  at  his  back,  and  mounted  the 
rigging.  When  he  reached  the  top,  he  looked 
-to  ascertain  if  the  African  or  the  Swede  were  to 
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be  Been,  but  the  deck  was  deserted,  and  the  dark- 
ness grew  more  dense  and  glcwmy. 

The  breeze,  as  if  conscious  that  restraint  was 
at  an  end»  pursued  its  own  extravagant  antics 
with  the  brig,  driving  her  hither  and  thither  in 
sheer  wantonness,  whilst  the  vessel,  like  a  playful 
oolt  unwilling  to  be  caught  and  haltered,  seeiib- 
ed  by  her  sepentine  wake  determined  to  baffle 
her  pursuer.     But  onward  came  the  schooner, 
and,  to  the  eyes  of  Hamilton,  there  seemed  to  be 
two  lofty  trees,  with  their  graceful  foliage,  grow- 
ing upon  an  almost  imperceptible  slip  of  land, 
so  strange  was    the  comparison    between  the 
pirate's  long  low  hull,  that  scarcely  rose  above 
the  level  of  the  water,  and  her  tall  aspiring 
spars,  with  their  broad  but  light  spread  of  duck. 
Her  deck  was  not  brilliantly  illuminated,  but 
there  was  sufficient  light  streaming  from  three  or 
four  ship^s  lanterns  to  enable  the  youth  to  per* 
cehre  that  she  was  fiill  of  men,  who,  like  dis- 
turbed spirits  that  troubled  the  deep,  were  mov- 
ingrestlessly  to  and  fro. 
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The  random  ootme  of  the  brig  renda^  it 
hazardous  for  the  schooner  to  lay  her  alongside; 
the  latter,  therefore,  ran  well  a^head,  and 
dropped  her  boat  with  a  boarding  party,  who 
were  soon  on  the  decks  of  the  Bon  Man,  and 
their  first  act  was,  in  the  middle  of  a  smart  pa£P 
that  swept  the  ocean,  to  let  go  of  studding-sail 
sheets,  tacks,  and  halliards,  whilst  the  clattering 
oi  splintered  booms  and  the  fluttering  of  canvas, 
as  it  flew  to  leeward,  sounded  most  unpleasantly 
to  the  ears  of  Hamilton,  who,  extended  in  the 
maintop,  had  his  eye  to  a  small  hcde^  thnnigfa 
wfaidi  some  of  the  top-gaUant  gear  had  been 
rove,  and  which  a£Porded  to  his  sight  partial 
glin^pses  of  what  was  going  on  below,  where 
wild  and  lawless  confusion  reigned  triumphant 
amongst  a  mixture  of  languages  fran  almocll 
evecy  maritime  power  under  the  sun. 

Lanterns  were  glancing  about  like  fire*flies,  and 
their  red  light  had  a  strange,  unnatural  appear- 
ance as  they  gleamed  upon  the  rising  comb  d 
the  sea,  whilst  the  loud  and  boisterous  laugh,  the 
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ribald  jest,  and  the  wrathful  curse,  ascended 
aloft,  mingled  with  the  crashing  sounds  of  break- 
ing open  cases  and  casks,  and,  as  the  work 
proceeded,  it  became  evident  that  the  maraudera 
were  indulging  their  propensities  for  liquor  to 
an  excess  that  not  only  threatened  the  safety  of 
the  brig,  but  even  their  own  lives. 

The  Bon  Man  had  been  brought  to  the  wind 
with  the  main-topsail  to  the  mast,  and  directly  on 
her  weather-beam  laid  the  schooner,  with  but 
little  canvas  abroad.  What  had  become  of  the 
negro  or  the  Swede,  Hamilton  could  not  conjec- 
ture, but  he  fervently  hoped  they  had  found  a 
place  of  concealment,  where  they  night  remain 
secure  till  the  plunderers  were  wearied  with 
destruction  and  quitted  the  craft.  The  boats 
were  engaged  in  removing  stores,  provisions, 
and  whatever  was  considered  valuable,  to  the 
schooner,  and  the  heart  of  the  youth  sickened 
at  the  apprehenrion,  that  probably  some  one 
might  ascend  to  the  tap^  and  discover  him  to  the 
who  would  instantly  burl  him  into  the 
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ooeaiiy  or— -what  was  stfll  more  probable— apply 
the  torture  before  the  final  act  of  the  tragedy. 
Several  times  he  felt  the  shaking  of  the  rigging, 
as  if  heavy  feet  were  balanced  on  the  rattlins,  and 
he  grasped  his  rifle,  determined  to  defend  him- 
self to  the  last ;  but  they  either  descended  again, 
or  else  it  was  caused  by  some  sudden  transit  to 
the  boat. 

Upwards  of  two  hours  had  thus  passed  in  ago- 
nized suspense ;  the  breeze  continued  to  freshen, 
gradually  backing  round  to  the  north-west;  the 
aea  was  getting  up  and  curling  its  head  in  anger, 
when  all  at  once  a  loud  shout  was  heard  forward, 
which  in  a  few  minutes  was  borne  aft  to  the 
quarter-deck ;  but  what  had  caused  the  demoa 
^tration  Hamilton  could  not  well  discover ;  yet 
he  thought  he  could  distinguish,  amidst  the  de- 
moniac demonstrations  of  joy,  a  voice  that,  in  de- 
precatory moumfulness,  was  entreating  for  mercy, 
Oh^  what  a  moment  was  that !  Could  they  hav^ 
found  the  African,  or  the  Swede  ? — would  they 
betray  his  position?  were  questions  that  he  ha»r 
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dly  put  to  hnmelf,  as  the  big  round  drops  ooied 
from  his  skin,  as  eridences  of  his  agony.  But  a 
moment  s  reflection  assured  him  that  the  Swede 
had  not  witnessed  his  ascent  to  the  top,  and, 
dear  as  was  the  love  of  life  m  Qnaoci,  yet  his 
betrayal  could  procure  him  no  beneficial  result, 
and  remembrances  of  the  past  cheered  him,  as 
fiu*  as  it  was  possible  in  his  situation  to  be 
cheered,  that  the  n^ro  would  remain  fidthfuL 
At  length  a  partial  lull  in  the  storm  of  human 
vociferation  and  strife  enabled  Hamilton  to  hear 
more  distinctly  and  clearly  the  Toioe  of  the  boat- 
swain, pleading  for  his  life ;  but  the  woids  were 
again  soon  drowned  by  the  renewal  of  the  Babel- 
like  harangues,  and  the  shouts  of  murderous  and 
infuriated  passions.  The  look  of  the  youth  was 
directed  more  intently  through  his  obserratory, 
and,  dim  as  his  eye  had  become  by  agitation  and 
distress,  yet  now  that  the  numerous  lights  had 
gathered  round  the  seeming  mtfte,  and  their  raya 
were  tendii^  towards  <me  centre,  he  ckariy  dis* 
eemed  the  gigantic  fiirm'of.the  Swede,  aS| 
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pjnioned  and  bound  hand  and  foot,  he  laid  ex- 
tended on  the  ded(,and  m  a  sudden  flash  from  a 
lantern  riione  full  upon  his  fiiee,  the  youth  per- 
ceived, or  thought  he  perodTcd,  that  streams  of 
blood  were  runnhigdownfifom  wounds  in  the  head. 

What  passed  he  could  not  hear ;  but  as  sere- 
cal  of  the  Tillains  directed  their  eyes  aloft,  he 
dreaded  lest  the  Swede  had  excited  their  sus- 
fndons  that  there  were  more  than  himsdf  at- 
tached to  the  vesaA  remaining  in  her;  but  what 
was  said,  the  increasing  whistling  of  the  wind 
and  the  loud  violent  langui^  of  the  pirates 
peevented  him  finxn  distinguishing,  though  de> 
tached  words  would  now  and  then  meet  his  ear^ 
and  hediought  that  offers  of  life  were  made  to 
the  boatswain  if  he  would  jmn  their  band. 

At  this  moment  the  voice  of  Quaoo  was  heaid 
in  ^e  midst  of  them.  Hamilton  was  too  fami* 
Kar  with  the  sound  to  be  mistaken,  and  fearing 
that  he  also  was  about  to  suffer  with  the  Swede, 
he  incautiously  bent  over  the  top  brim,  to  com* 
mand  a  better  view,  whilst  his  fingers  clutched 
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his  rifle  with  a  fearful  eagerness,  and  a  tiger-like 
ferocity  was  kindling  in  his  heart.  To  his  sur- 
prise, however,  the  negro  was  free,  whilst  by  his 
side  stood  the  slight  figure  of  a  man,  to  whom 
the  rest  appeared  to  owe  obedience. 

<<  Away  with  him  r  shouted  Quaco,  in  the 
Spanish  tongue ;  **  I  am  a  brother  amongst  you 
—your  captain  knows  me  well !" 

*^  Let  him  die  the  death  !^  exclaimed  the 
chief:  <^  he  is  a  deserter  from  our  cause,  and  by 
the  laws  which  bind  us  together,  he  is  sentenced, 
-—do  you  not  know  Baptiste  ?^ 

Liglits  were  instantly  flashed  in  his  gory  face, 
and  the  noise  and  the  shouts  of  recognition  rose, 
with  terrible  denunciations,  as  the  wretched  man 
was  dragged  aft.  Again  his  sonorous  voice  was 
heard  above  the  crinfusion  that  prevailed,  as  he 
implored  them  to  hear  him ;  but  Quaco,  with  a 
ferociousness  approaching  to  insanity,  urged 
them  to  instant  execution.  A  running  noose  was 
made  in  one  end  of  the  peak  down-haul,  and 
passed  round  the  neck  of  the  gigantic  Swede, 
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who,  everting  all  his  might,  burst  bis  bonds  and 
stood  erect  as  the  rope  became  taut.     Grasping 
the  n^ro  in  his  arms,  he  hurled  him  into  the 
ocean ;  he  was  preparing  to  spring  upon  another, 
but  he  was  lifted  from  his  feet,  and  his  body  waa 
slowly  swayed  aloft.  He  raised  his  bands  above 
his  head,  and  supporting  himself  by  them,  pre- 
vented strangulation ;  still  his  altitude  increased, 
when,  making  a  sudden  spring,  he  caught  hold 
of  the  gafi-end,  clung  round  it  with  his  legs,  till 
getting  hold  of  the  outer  peak  halliards,  he  sat 
astride  the  spar  with  his  face  towards  Hamilton. 
A  yell,  like  that  of  a  tortured  spirit  in  the 
bottomless  pit,  escaped  the  Swede  as  he  detected 
the  place  of  the  youth*s  concealment ;  he  was 
about  to  descend  into  the  top,  no  doubt  for  tbtt 
purpose  of  trying  to  purchase  his  own  safety  by 
the  sacrifice  of  another.     Hamilton  crouched- 
down,  with  his  rifle  pointed  and  his  finger  on 
the  trigger,  when  the  corpulent  body  of  the 
Swede  sprung  into  the  air — a  flash  and  a  reports 
came  from  the  deck,  and  the  next  instant  he  war. 
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swinging  with  great  velocity,  as  he  haag  m- 
pended  by  the  occk. 

Again  his  hands  clutched  the  rope,  and  for  a 
Qiioute  or  two  he  )ield  fast ;  but  his  stref^tb  wn 
failing,  his  senses  reeled,  and  once  mote  be  fitU, 
the  noow  listening  by  his  weight.  AooUur 
essay  was  made — his  hands  reached  the  rope,  bnl 
he  could  not  raise  himself;  his  huge  frame  be- 
came conrulsed — his  hands  fell,  and  his  anns 
were  drawn  up ;  convulsive  ctmlortions  lifted 
him  by  the  neck,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  Swede 
was  a  corpse. 

The  firing  of  the  musket  which  brought  down 
the  boatswain  was,  however,  to  the  surprise  of 
the  pirates,  ntawered  by  one  at  some  distance  to 
windward,  and  a  blue-light  and  a  rocket  appris- 
ed the  marauders  tliat  the  apjtroaching  stranger 
was  most  probablv  a  ship  of  war — not  a  mou 
was  lost  in  regaining  the  schooner,  and  Hamil- 
ton began  to  breatlie  more  freely,  as  he  saw  her 
make  sail  and  reach  away  upon  the  larboard 
tack.     Still  he  would  not  stir  till  she  faded  away 
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^ia  lhegk»m:«--imd  even  then  it  was  only  to  raise 
himself  to  bis  knees,  and  utter  a  fervent  prayer  of 
gratitude  Ibr  hia  deliverance. 
>  The  body  of  the  Swede  still  hung  at  the  peak- 
end,  and  HatBikon  would  have  g^ly  lowered  it 
down,  flir  cut  the  rope ;  but  when  he  reflected  that 
be  was  bow  alone,  in  a  large  vesad,  upon  the 
wide  ocean,  the  dreariness  of  his  adtuaticHi  came 
heavily  upon  his  heart,  and  he  fielt  inclined  to 
remain  where  he  was.  But  the  gale  was  increas- 
ing, and  something  was  necessary  to  be  done 
for  self-preservation.  He  looked  towards  the 
place  where  he  had  seen  the  blue-lights,  and 
fancied  he  could  discern  an  a{qproachiog  vessel ; 
mustering  rtaolutioB,  therefore,  he  descended  to 
the  deck  }ust  as  a  fierce  sqiudl  took  the  main- 
top-mast over  the  side,  and  the  head-sails  were 
blown  from  the  yards. 

Hamilton  knew  not  the  extent  of  these  dis- 
asters ;  he  saw  the  wreck  of  spars  and  canvas, 
and  earnestly  did  he  gaze  upon  what  he  ccHijec- 
tured  was  tlie  advancing  stranger :  he  ran  aft  to 
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lower  the  body  of  the  Swede,  but  when  he  called  < 
to  mind  the  probability  of  its  oonring  hi-board, 
from  which  all  his  phyflcal  powers  would  not 
be  able  to  eject  it,  he  fcH-bore,  and  there  it  hung, 
oscillating  fearfully  in  its  vibradcm  to  the  motioo 
of  the  brig.  The  fancied  stranger  continued  to 
approach,  shewing,  however,  an  unnatural  and 
spcctral*like  paleness  through  the  gloom.  As  it 
neared  the  brig,  it  kept  expanding  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  waters,  and  its  aspiring  canvas 
stretched  into  the  very  heavens,  till  it  had  as- 
sumed a  dimension  that  the  youth  well  knew 
could  belong  to  no  ship  that  had  ever  been  built 
by  the  hand  of  man.  Still  it  came  on  with  ter- 
rific speed,  spreading  wider  and  wider — a  burst 
of  artillery,  as  if  a  thousand  pieces  of  cannon  had 
been  discharged  at  once,  roared  upon  the  winds, 
and  the  whde  horizon  to  windward  was  lifted 
up  with  sheets  of  vivid  flame.  Hamiltim  dung 
to  the  rails,  as  he  shouted,  **  the  hurricane  I  the 
hurricane  I" — the  vessel  caught  the  dreadful  visi- 
tant as  it  bounded  along  in  its  maddened  fury-*— 
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sbe  reded  to  the  Uast,  and  heeled  overi  lo  that 
the  youth  thought  that  his  lisist  hour  was  oome, 
and  his  grave  was  qpening  to  receive  him.  He 
looked  up  at  the  colossal  form  of  the  boatswain, 
as  it  was.  acted  upon  by  the  storm,  and  he  saw 
it  shot  like  an  arrow  from  a  bow  into  the  foam* 
ing  abyss  beneath.  For  an  instant  its  dark 
outline  was  seen  upon  the  white  froth  of  the 
ocean-^it  rose  upon  a  broken  billow,  and  was 
tossed  partly  out  of  the  water  as  it  topped  the 
foaming  sea;  another  mountain-ware  rose  between 
it  and  the  brig— Hamilton  bdield  it  no  more^ 
and  he  felt  as  if  a  heavy  weight  had  been  taken 
from  his  breast. 

Still  the  tempest  raged  wiA  greater  fierceness, 
and  meeting  with  more  resistance  from  forward 
than  abaft^  the  brig  payed  off,  and  careered  nearly 
before  it  in  wild  impetuosity.  Hamilton  did  not 
know  how  to  steer,  and  if  he  had  known,  his 
strength  would  not  have  beea  adequate  to  the 
task ;  so  that  he  was  compelled  to  remain  utteriy 
inactive,  clinging  to  the  companion,  irtiicfa  he  had 
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been  enaUed  to  reach  as  the  yessel  rolled,  and 
there  he  remained  through  that  dark  and  dreary 
night,  momentarily  expecting  death. 

But  the  brig  was  nearly  new  and  perfectly  tight ; 
she  was  also  an  excellent  searboat,  and  though 
she  shipped  several  heavy  seas,  nevertheless  her 
buoyancy  prevailed;  and  had  there  been  a  skil- 
ful hand  at  the  helm,  and  an  occasional  jog  at 
the  pumps,  there  was  in  reality  nothing  so  very 
alarming  to  an  experienced  mind  in  her  condition, 
beyond  the  dismantled  state  of  her  spars  and 
sails,  to  which,  however,  in  the  present  case, 
Hamilton  most  probably  was  indebted  thus  fiu* 
for  his  preservation. 

Day  gradually  broke  upon  the  fearful  scene, 
and  as  it  shewed  more  plainly  to  the  youth  the 
vast  extent  of  raging  ocean  by  which  be  was 
surrounded,  so  the  prospect  to  him  was  more 
cheerless  and  disheartening  than  when  night 
veiled  the  waters  finom  bis  sight  And  yet 
reooUectioii  brought  something  of  a  similar  na- 
ture to  his  mental  vidon ;  he  had  witnessed  sudi 
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a  spectacle  before—nay,  he  even  coupled  with  it 
the  circumstance  of  a  huge  dog,  playing  with 
careless  glee  in  the  wadi  of  waters;  the  very  name 
*'  Neptune*^  grew  familiar  to  him,  though  when 
or  where  such  things  had  taken  place  remained 
a  mystery. 

The  human  intellect  requires  but  a  hair  to 
lead  it  an  from  incident  to  incident  in  the  train 
of  early  associations  and  affections,  and  perhaps 
never  is  this  more  the  case  than  when,  in  the 
midst  of  life,  we  find  ourselves  apprdiensive 
of  the  near  approach  of  death.  Thus  in  the 
moment  of  his  affliction  Hamilton  experienced 
a  pleasing  and  a  soothing  sensation  in  his  heart; 
the  gale  and  the  early  dawn  had  awakened, 
though  he  was  unconscious  of  the  precise  fact, 
remembrances  of  the  morning  when  Feaghan 
hdd  him  in  his  arms  on  board  the  cutter,  and 
shewed  him  the  ocean  in  a  storm.  Step  by  step 
did  he  retrace  his  early  years,  his  infisntile  play* 
mate  Ned  Jones,  his  dear  little  sister  Ellen,  the 
fine  elderly  gentleman  who  used  to  caress  bim 
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nnking  in  the  iraten,  «n 
tlie  features  of  Feaphan 
to  his  mental  vision,  as  he 
nut  exterior  objects— and 
wished  that  the  Aig  was  n 
the  lonelinew  of  his  oondil 
Whilst  thus  indulging 
wntlunit  guide,  without  re 
brought  by  the  lee,  and  a 
ingits  mighty  head  as  if  ti 
Inii-Kt  with  vengeance  over 
head  many  feet  beneath  ti 
carrymg  away  the  bo#« 
Ktem.  The  crashing  of  t)i 
the  waters  as  they  elosed 
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The  brig  struggled  to  free  herself-^-ehe  rose 
buoyant  an  the  next  wave,  and  threw  up  her 
bows  as  if  in  triumph  that  her  AidverBary  had  not 
prevailed;  but  the  foremast  no  longer  had  its  sup- 
porting stay^^the  weight  of  t(^bamper  resting 
solely  on<  the  stability  of  the  stick,  quivered  for 
an  instant,  and  the  next,  as  the  vesseFs  head  was 
pointing  to  the  skies,  the  mast,  with  its  long  line 
of  lessening  spars,  was  hurled  backwards,  and 
fell  with  a  crash  over  the  quarter,  £rom  whence 
it  roUed  into  the  deep*  The  mainmast  being  left 
standing  without  any  balance  before,  the  Bon 
Man  came  steadily  to  the  wind ;  the  wreck  of 
masts  and  bowsprit  by  the  vessel^s  drift  was 
thrown  athwart  the  forefoot,  and  broke  the  vio* 
lence  of  the  waves,  though  tha?e  was  the  hazard 
of  staving^in  the  bows. 

The  body  of  water  which  carried  away  the 
bowsprit  rushed  aft  as  the  vessel  rose;  but 
Hamilton  promptly  closed  the  door  of  the  com- 
panion, which,  being  strong  and  firm,  resisted 
the  impetuous  torrent,  though  many  tons  went 
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down  the  hatchways,  and  the  cabin  floor  was  all 
afloat.  The  youth,  who  had  placed  himself 
within  the  companion,  was  drenched  through, 
and  his  reason  almost  gave  way  as  this  last  catas- 
trophe seemed  but  a  prelude  to  his  final  depar- 
ture. But  in  a  short  time  every  thing  grew 
more  tranquil ;  the  vessel  was  comparatively 
quiet,  as  she  rolled  over  the  seas,  and  though 
occasionally  a  wave  broke  ov^  her,  yet  it  was 
harmless  in  its  eflects,  and  far  less  terrific  in  its 
nature. 

Two  other  enemies  now  attacked  the  youth — 
hunger  and  &tigue ;  and,  for  the  first  time  since 
the  departure  of  the  pirates,  he  descended  to  the 
cabin*  The  water  had  drained  ofl^  from  the 
deck,  and  left  it,  though  wet,  comparatively 
comfortable  as  a  shelter ;  it  is  true  that  the  fut^ 
nituie  waa  busily  engaged  in  rolling  about  ac- 
cording to  the  motion  of  the  brig,  and  there 
were  the  remnants  of  broken  bottles,  shattered 
cases,  empty  trunks,  and  scattered  goods  of 
all  kinds,  in  active  hostility  with  each  other. 
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HamiUon  bad  some  difficulty  in  reftchiiig  the 
lockers  abaft  without  getting  his  shina  bruised ; 
but  he  could  find  nothing  to  eat.  He  then 
sought  the  captain's  state-room,  and  in  one  of 
the  dranvsers  he  discovered  the  renmant  of  a  dried 
tongue,  and  a  flask  of  brandy ;  from  thence  he 
proceeded  to  a  small  space,  beneath  the  com- 
panion  ladder,  denominated  the  pantry,  where 
he  obtained  some  fragments  of  bread ;  but  that 
whidi  he  desired  most,  water,  he  could  no  where 
meet  with.  The  brandy  then  became  his  last 
resource  and,  after  appeasing  the  cmvings  of 
hunger,  he  swallowed  a  considefable  quantity  of 
the  spirit,  and,  whilst  his,  biaim  disxily  reeled^ 
he  gained  the  captain's  bed-jdaoe,  and,  throwing 
himself  upon  it,  was  soon  in  a  deep,  but  restless 
slumber. 

When  Hamilton  awoke  he  was  labauring 
under  a  distressing  head-ache  from  the  brandy 
he  had  drank,  and  at  first  he  wondered  at  the 
situation  in  which  he  found  himself ;  but  as  be 
shook  off  the  heaviness  of  sleep,  he  became  but 
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too  sensible  of  what  had  occurred,  and  his  heart 
sank  within  him  at  the  prospect  which  burst 
upon  his  mental  view.  Still  this  was  no  time  to 
lie  down  and  despair,  and  therefore,  arouang 
from  the  lethargy  that  still  weighed  upon  his 
faculties,  he  quitted  the  state>room  and  passed 
through  the  cabin,  (where  the  silence  was  thiil- 
lingly  startling,)  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
the  deck.  The  gale  was  over — the  setting  sun 
was  only  a  few  degrees  above  the  verge  of  the 
horizon,  which  was  lighted  up  with  a  flood  of 
radiant  glory — the  sea  was  going  down,  though 
it  stiU  continued  in  a  long  rolling  swdl,  which 
rendered  the  brig  very  restless,  as  she  had  no- 
thing aloft  to  steady  her. 

Hamilton  looked  anxiously  around,  under  the 
hope  of  discovering  a  sail,  but  none  could  he 
perodve^  though  he  discerned  a  hummock  of 
land,  and  what  appeared  a  cluster  of  small  ia- 
lands  under  hia  lee,  the  breakers  dashmg  upon 
the  rocks,  and  throwing  up  their  hoaiy  white* 
to  an  ^ipaUing  height.    The  ataKwphare 
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was  warm  and  clear;  the  storm  had  subsided  to 
a  light  breeze,  and,  dreary  as  the  loneliness  of 
the  youth  was,  he  now  began  to  cherish  the  love 
of  life  more  ardently.  Whilst  daylight  yet  re- 
mained he  sought  amongst  the  stores,  and  found 
dl  and  candles,  and  food,  and,  as  his  parched 
tongue  was  withering  with  thirst,  he  no  longer 
bedtated  to  descend  into  the  hold  for  water ; 
but  his  inexperience  prevented  his  ascertaining 
which  were  the  right  casks,  nor  could  he  ex- 
tract the  bungs  of  any,  and  he  returned  to  the 
cabin  burnt  with  the  fever  of  excitement,  doubly 
severe  from  the  privation. 

Suddenly  he  thought  of  the  mess-place  of  the 
seamen,  which  he  instantly  hastened  to,  and  hefe 
he  discovered  a  small  cask,  securely  lashed,  from 
which  the  bung  had  been  removed ;  he  thrust 
in  his  fingers,  but  they  could  not  reach  the 
liquid,  if  there  was  any ;  he  seised  a  strip  of 
wood,  and,  plunged  it  in ;  his  heart  palpitated 
as  he  drew  it  forth,  and,  applying  it  to  his 
tongue,  he  asceHained  that  it  was  vinegar.  The 

m3 
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drops  that  be  oontriTed  to  extract  were  ex- 
trefDely  refreshing,  but  still  thev  could  not 
satiate  his  thirst,  and  once  more  be  essaved  to 
^search  for  the  onlv  dement  that  could  allay  the 
torture  he  was  enduring.  With  an  axe  in  his 
hand  he  again  went  into  the  hcdd,  and,  splitting 
the  upper  staves  of  several  casks,  he  at  length 
discovered  what  he  sought  for,  and  a  cry  of  joy 
was  uttered  to  which  there  came  no  response. 
The  youth  laid  himself  down,  and  applied  his 
mouth  to  the  water,  so  eager  was  be  to  possess 
his  prize ;  he  drank  long  and  delidoudy  of  the 
pure  element,  and  then,  fetdiing  several  empty 
jars  and  bottles,  he  filled  tbem  with  the  liquid, 
and  carried  them  away  to  the  cabin. 

Some  plantains  that  were  suspended  abaft 
oflered  him  an  excellent  nutriment,  oould  he 
contrive  to  make  a  fire ;  and  tbis,  after  much 
pain  and  labour,  he  aocomplisbed  in  the  cabooae 
fay  means  of  some  linen,  which  was  ignited  by 
gunpowder  fiom  his  pistol,  pieces  of  tarred 
ling,  rope-yamii,  and,  ultimatdy,  wood. 
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HU  plantains  were  roasted,  and  he  made  an  effi^ 
cient  meal,  qualifying  it  with  a  mixture  of  vin^ 
gar,  water,  and  brandy,  sweetened  by  sugar. 

The  sun  went  down  in  all  the  pride  of  ma* 
jesty,  tinging  the  ocean  with  its  golden  hues ; 
but  Hamilton  was  too  busily  engaged  to  wit- 
ness the  gorgeous  spectacle,  and  it  was  not  tiU 
twilight  had  deepened  into  darkness  that  he 
stood  upon  the  deck  and  called  to  remembrance 
all  that  had  taken  place  since  he  quitted  San 
Domingo,  and  contemplated  the  probability  of 
what  might  yet  occur.  His  ruminations  were 
painfully  distressing ;  the  stillness  that  prevailed 

made  him  shudder;   his  association  with  the 

* 

negroes  had  instilled  some  of  their  superstitions 
in  his  mind,  and  he  was  upon  the  wide  ocean  in 
a  wreck — ^alone. 

To  divert  this  train  of  thinking,  the  youth 
trimmed  the  binnacle  lamp  to  the  best  of  his 
ability ;  he  placed  a  candle  in  a  lantern,  and 
suspended  it  in  the  rigging,  and,  having  supplied 
more  fiiel  to  his  fire,   he  wrapped  himself  in 
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whatever  covering  he  could  procure,  and  laid 
himself  down  upon  the  deck ;  for  whilst  he 
could  see  the  stars  glittering  alxne  his  head  he 
did  not  experience  that  entire  desolation  which 
depressed  his  spirits  in  the  gloom  of  the  captain*s 
state-room.  But  he  could  not  sleep ;  hour  after 
hour  he  continued  to  retain  his  position,  except 
for  a  few  minutes  that  he  was  employed  in  seeing 
to  his  (ire  or  renewing  the  lighted  candle  in  the 
lantern ;  and,  having  completed  his  task,  he  gave 
an  ardent  gaze  round  the  horizon. 

Towards  morning,  however,  exhausted  nature 
gave  way,  and  sleep  took  possession  of  his  facul* 
ties.  At  first  his  dreams  were  terrifying,  and 
he  frequently  started  up  in  alarm ;  but  calmer 
feelings  stole  over  him,  and  then  the  visionB  of 
his  slumbers  were  of  a  soothing  and  ideasing 
kind,  and  he  enjoyed  a  tranquil  repose,  from 
which  be  was  awoke  by  the  roar  of  waten,  and 
springing  to  his  feet,  he  found  the  brig  dose  to 
a  ledge  of  rocks,  over  which  the  waves  were 
wildly  breaking!  whilst  within  them  was  a  small 
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iskQd,  or  key  (as  they  are  called  in  the  West 
Indies),  rising  in  the  highest  part  to  about  forty 
feet  from  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  looking  like 
a  green  oasis  in  the  desert. 

It  was.bioad  daylight,  and  the  vessel  was 
rapidly  .hurrying  into  the  boiling  and  roaring 
yoctex  that  threatened  to  rend  her  plank  from 
plank,  and  scatter  the  fragments  into  shapdess 
masses.  Hamilton  beheld  the  dreadful  spectacle 
with  dismay— the  pangs  of  death  were  already 
upon  him,  though  in  the  full  ^oyment  of 
health «nd  vigour ;  the  horrible  mnse  of  the  tur- 
Imlent  waters^  as  they  seemed  eager  to  carry  their 
prey  cowards  ta  destruction,  was  strangely  con- 
traatedwith  the  stillness  on  board  the  brig;  while 
the  smooth  and  tranquil  surface  of  the  ocean 
between  the  kdge  of  rocks  and  the  island,  np- 
peared  like  a  haven  pf  safety,  which  the  youth 
despaired  of  ever  reaching. 
.  Every  aweU  bore  the  devoted  vessel  still  nearer 
to  her  doom,  and  the  sea4)ird8  came  screaming 
round  her— -sometimes  alighting  an  the  rigging. 


4 


278  HAMILTON  KING. 

and  then  flying  away  again  as  if  they  feared  to 
remain  by  the  fated  craft.  Hamilton  gazed  on 
the  island,  and  its  refuge  seemed  to  mock  the 
pangs  his  heart  endured;  he  had  no  expec- 
tation of  quitting  the  brig  alive,  yet  he  deemed 
it  right  to  use  every  effort  that  offered  a  proba- 
bility of  saving  himself;  he  could  not  swim,  and 
thinking  that  some  of  the  spars  would  become 
detached  when  the  vessel  struck,  he  determined 
to  avail  himself  of  whatever  might  be  nearest  to 
effect  his  purpose. 

Not  only  the  swell,  but  the  wind  and  the 
current  were  acting  as  auxiliaries  in  hastening 
the  brig  to  the  breakers;  she  was  now  within  a 
few  fathoms  of  that  raging  tumult— she  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  hissing  foam  of  the  recoil,  and  for 
a  minute  or  two  remained  stationary,  as  if  in  dread 
of  what  there  was  to  follow.  Onward  rolled  the 
swell  again,  and  lifted  her  on  its  crest  right  into 
the  midst  of  the  bndcen  and  bubbling  waters, 
that  toppled  and  rushed  upon  her  deck.  Once 
more  she  descended  between  the  liquid  moan- 
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tains,  and  Hamflton  expected  that  she  would 
strike  and  go  instantly  to  pieces ;  her  larboard 
bfoadside  was  to  the  land,  and  the  youth  sprang 
into  the  main  rigging,  where  he  clung,  as  be 
fiMued  that  the  succeeding  wave  might  sweep 
him  away.  A  damp  dew  hung  upon  his  brow, 
an  oppressive  .weight  bowed  down  his  i^rit ;  he 
watched  the  approaching  billow,  which  diewed 
more  monstrous  than  the  rest ;  it  lifted  him  up 
upon  its  curling  head — the  vessel  rushed  bodily 
into  the  breakers;  it  bore  her  along,  and  as  a  cry 
finr  mercy  escaped  the  lips  ^  the  almost  despair- 
ing youth,  a  severe  shock  announced  that  she  ^ 
had  struck.  The  waves  rolled  on,  and  left  the 
Bon  Man  with  her  stem  high  on  a  rock,  whilst 
her  bows,  as  they  swung  round  into  deeper  water, 
were  nearly  buried  to  the  windlass.  Thus  she 
remained  for  two  or  three  minutes,  when  another 
swdl  came  in,  her  rudder  was  torn  away, 
her  keel  was  lifted  clear,  and  with  fr^btfnl 
velocity  she  plunged  forward— 4ier  head  rose 
trembling  from  beneath  the  pressure  it  had  sua- 
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tained,  she  was  afloat  fbiv  and  aft,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding wave  carried  her  into  smooth  water. 

Great  was  the  delight  and  gratitude  of  young 
Hamilton,  as  even  with  his  unpractised  eye  be 
perceived  that  the  greatest  danger  was  sur- 
mounted, and  he  was  now  in  comparative  safety  ; 
but  still  the  brig  was  carried  along  by  the  cur- 
rent towaids  a  point  of  the  island,  and  in  leas 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  she  was  swept  round 
it  and  stuck  fast  in  a  small  bay,  where  she 
remained  immoveable,  and  not  mon^  than  half 
a  dozen  fathoms  from  the  almost  perpendicular 
face  of  a  cliff,  that  rose  some  thirty  feet  above 
the  water ;  the  little  ripple  of  the  stream  washed 
against  her  sides  as  she  laid  perfectly  still  and 
fixed,  except  that  a  slight  motion  was  occasion- 
ally felt  as  the  swell  rolled  in. 

The  first  impulse  of  the  youth  was  to  get  on 
shore ;  but  this  was  no  easy  matter,  as  the  wreck 
of  spars  had  been  torn  away  when  crossing  the 
breakers,  and  except  on  one  small  ledge,  there 
to  be  no  qpot  on  which  a  person  could 
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land— ^he  hen-coops  were  ^oni6*^-«there  was  ii^ 
thing  oti  whieb  he  o^d  float,  and  he  waa  ciiiRi- 
peUed  toremahion  board ;  but  oftef  what  he  Had 
eicaped^  this  did  not  operate  upon  his  mind  As 
any  great  hardship,  and  giving  up  bis  fhiitless 
^idea»ours  to  quit  the  brig,  he  turned-to  with  a 
hearty  good* will  to  search  £eir  provisioiis,  and 
those  necessaries  which  were  essential  to  prolong 
exislenoe;  His  fire  had  been  extinguished,  but 
he  soon  re-lighted  it;  he  then  deared  the  cabin 
of  its  lumber,  and  restoied  it  to  something  .like 

order.  The  pirates  had  hdped  tfaemsdves  to  ttidst 
ot  the  eatables  and  drinkables,  but  still  he  fouiid 
an  ample  supply  of  salt-meat  and  bread— cbflPbe 
formed  a  part  of  the  cargo,  as  well  as  sugar  and 
cotton ;  there  was  a  ba^  of  excell^it  yams  and 
some  plantains  ;  nor  were  preserves  and  pickles 

wanting  to  give  a  zest  to  the  food.     The  dky  was 

''.■■•' 
delightfully  fine — as  it  progressed  Hamilton  oc- 
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cupied  himself  in  various  ways,  allowing  no  idle 
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moments  for  distressing  rumination. 

A  shift  in  the  position  of  the  vessel,  however. 
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attracted  his  attention,  and  running  upon  deck, 
he  found  that  the  water  had  almost  quitted  the 
brig,  so  as  to  leave  her  nearly  dry,  and  he 
ascertained  that  she  hung  by  the  middle,  in  the 
cleft  of  a  jagged  rock,  so  as  to  place  her  two  ex-* 
tremes  nearly  on  an  equipoise,  which,  if  destrojred 
on  one  side,  would  inevitably  cause  her  to  descend 
on  the  other,  and  be  dashed  to  pieces.  The  fact 
was,  she  had  grounded  on  nearly  the  top  of  the 
tide,  and  now  it  had  receded,  she  was  left  almost 
high  and  dry  in  the  situation  described. 

The  youth  no  sooner  became  aware  of  this, 
than  he  feared  to  move  from  amidships,  lest  his 
weight  might  cause  the  catastrophe  he  had  so 
mudi  reason  to  dread ;  and  it  was  not  till  the 
water  rose,  and  he  supposed  the  dang^  was 
passed  by  the  vessel  becoming  buoyant,  that  he 
quitted  the  post  he  had  occupied  so  many  dreary 
hours.  But  the  knocking  off  of  the  rudder  had 
made  her  leaky,  and  the  unnatural  strain,  from 
hanging  as  she  did  upon  the  rock,  broke  her 
back ;  so  that,  by  the  height  of  the  flood,  which 


HAMILTON.  KING.  289 

happened  after  darknest  had  r&kd  the  sky,  she 
was  full  of  water  over  her  cabin  deck,  and  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  standing  bed- places. 
.  Hamilton  had  not  expected  this  new  trial  of 
his  fortitude ;  but  as,  in  case  of  accidents,  he  had 
removed  most  of  his  perishable  stdrea  to  the 
caboose,  they  sustained  no  injury^  oai  he  was 
enabled  to  assbt  his  bodily  strength  by  ample 
sustenance.  The  night  was  temperate  and 
seicne—- but  the  darkrficowning  mass  of  gijamt^ 
that  almost  surrounded  the  brig  produced  a 
£earful  gloom;  and  the  youth,  with  feveridi 
anxiety  and  impatience,  watched  the  faUen 
waters,  apprehensive  that  the  vessel  might  part 
in  two.  Again  he  jdaoed  himself  in  amidslnpib! 
and  soon  afterwards  sunk  into  sleep.  Midnight 
passed  away,  and  Hamilton,  waa  still  steeped  in 
fargetfidnesBL  The  middle  watch  was  balf*way 
in  its  departure^  when  a  loud  cradling  noise 
awoke  liira  from  his  repose,  and  be  at  (moe  peM> 
oeived  that  the  two  extremes  of  the  vessel  hod 
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settled  lower  down,  Jind  could   not  continue 
much  longer  together. 

Oh !  how  fervently  did  he  pray  for  daylight  i 
but  it  hastened  not  for  his  petitions.     The  firm 
land  was  close  to  him;  but  he  was  unaUe  to 
reach  it.     The  heavens  above  were  clear,  and 
the  beautiful  stars  were  sparkling  in  their  bril- 
liancy, as  if  momentarily  renewing,  and  throwing 
out  an  effulgence  that  nothing  could  surpass ; 
yet  their  brightness  could  not  illumine  the  dark 
forebodings  of  Hamilton's  mind.    But  the  vessel 
sank  no  lower;  the  water  again  rose,  and  day- 
light came  in  due  time,  and  shewed  the  youth 
that  the  vessd  was  evidently  parting  near  her 
gangways.    Without  losing  an  instant,  he  set 
to  work ;  and  collecting  handspikes,  pieces  of 
plank,  and  other  materials  that  would  float,  he 
constructed  a  sort  of  raft  upon  the  deck,  which, 
by  its  dimensions,  promised  not  only  to  bear  his 
weight,  but  also  convey  a  tolerable  proportion 
of  his  provender.    He  smiled  with  satisfiMtion 
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when  his  task  was  finished  ;  but  the  smile  imme* 
diately  vanished  when,  for  the  first  time,  it  struck 
him  that  he  had  no  means  of  getting  it  into  the 
water.  How  he  came  to  overlook  so  palpable 
a  matter,  must  be  left  to  the  decision  of  wiser 
heads'-'^ere  was  the  fact ;  and  it  almost  mad- 
dened him  to  think  his  time,  and  ingenuity,  and 
labour,  had  thus  been  thrown  away. 

The  flood  was  nearly  at  its  height — ^the  ebb 
Would  soon  be  making,  and  he  was  no  further 
advanced  in  his  ineffectual  eflforts  to  reach  the 
land  than  when  he  firat  commenced.  Abandon- 
ing his  raft,  and  collecting  a  few  eataUes  in  a 
bag,  with  a  keg  of  water,  he  resolutely  deter- 
mined to  try  and  cut  away  the  mainmast.  With- 
out a  moment^s  delay,  his  axe  was  swinging  over 
his  head,  and  severing  the  laniards  of  the  shrouds 
on  the  outward  side.  In  half  an  hour  etery  thing 
was  clear*  He  then  divided  the  atiiy  and  the 
spring'Stay  forward,  and  coming  aft  agtdn, 
prepared  to  finish  what  he  had  begun. 

The  tide  was  ebbing  fast  —  the  water  was 
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rapidlyfalKng — the  extremes  of  the  vessel  already 
began  to  descend^  the  pitchy  seams  across  the 
deck  were  opening  wider  and  wider,  and  ever\- 
stroke  of  the  axe  upon  the  wood  shook  the  brig, 
as  if  with  oonvul<uve  trembling  at  her  anticipated 
fate.  Exerting  all  his  strength,  the  youth  drove 
the  axe  into  the  mast,  and  as  he  felt  the  keen 
edge  enter,  a  tremor  for  an  instant  crept  over 
him ;  but  it  quickly  passed  away,  and  he  re- 
newed his  strokes  with  vigour,  though  at  first 
without  much  success.  At  length  a  yawning 
gap  was  made,  and  redoubling  his  efforts,  he 
persevered  in  cutting  into  it  till  the  mast  was 
severed  more  than  half-way  through. 

But  this  had  been  a  work  of  time ;  the  axe 
was  small  and  not  over-sharp,  and  there  was 
still  much  to  effect — ^for,  as  the  mast  was  per- 
fectly upright,  there  was  no  overbalancing 
weight  to  hasten  its  downfall,  though  Hamilton 
had  repeatedly  quitted  its  neighbourhood  as 
the  groaning  timbers  of  the  brig  appeared  to 
give  indications  of  its  descent.    The  water  was 
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now  getting  fearfully  low— 4he  seams  were  sepa- 
rating more  and  more — the  wash-boards  at  the 
gangway  had  parted,  and  their  splintered  ends 
had  opened  to  a  width  that  diewed  the  last 
hour  of  the  brig  was  near  at  hand ;  whilst  her 
moans,  as  the  dissevmng  planks  gave  way,  were 
like  those  of  a  human  being  in  his  closing 
agony. 

Hamilton  saw  that  the  aifair  was  growing 
desperate,  and  he  could  not  help  responding  to 
the  groans  ci  the  poor  brig ;  still  he  cut  away 
with  an  energy  that  nothing  but  the  dread  of 
death  could  inspire,  and  at  lepgth  had  the  satis- 
faction of  sedng  the  deep  wound  that  he  had 
made  was  inclined  to  ck>se.  Hastily  running  to 
the  starboard  gangway,  he  stood  for  several 
minutes,  hoping  that  his  task  was  ended,  and 
expecting  to  see  the  mast  fly  over  the  larboard 
side  ;  but  he  v^as  disappointed— it  still  retained 
its  position,  though  out  of  its  perpendicular, 
and  the  youth  was  compelled  to  return  to  his 
work. 
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Grown  ahnost  furious  with  vexation,  Hamil- 
ton again  swung  his  axe  above  his  head ;  but 
this  time  it  descended  on  the  starboard  side  of 
the  mast.  A  crashing,  thundering  sound  fol- 
lowed ;  sparks  and  scintillations  were  dancing  in 
his  eyes ;  a  ringing,  stunning  blow  on  the  head 
had  almost  deprived  him  of  sensibility ;  he  felt 
himself  suddenlv  immersed  in  the  water — then 
again  he  breathed  the  pure  air ;  but  the  hcMrible 
noises  that  continued  at  intervals  utterly  dis- 
tracted his  ideas ;  and  the  sickness,  both  in  heart 
and  head,  induced  him  to  believe  that  his  brief 
career  w&s  about  tp  close  for  ever. 

It  was  some  time  before  he  could  unclose  his 
eyes,  and  when  he  did  he  found  himself  lying 
across  the  floating  mast.  Scarcely  a  vestige  of 
the  brig  was  to  be  seen ;  but  close  to  him  was 
the  raft  that  he  had  made,  bearing  his  treasure 
of  food  and  fresh  water  secured  upon  its  surSeu^, 
whilst  casks  and  broken  wri^ck  were  continually 
rising  to  be  carried  away  by  the  current  The 
joy  which  the  right  of  the  raft  instilled  into  hia 
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heurt  eevived  hijB  wasted  energies.  He  hailed  it 
as  as  evidence  that  Frovidenoe  had  not  deserted 
him ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  was  sufficiently 
invigorated  to  take  possession  of  his  prize,  and 
to  secure  her  alongside  of  the  mast,  which  was 
held  fast  by  the  larboard  shrouds,  that  were  still 
attached  to  the  main  channels. 


VOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

**  His  love  in  times  past  forbids  me  to  think, 
He*ll  leave  me  at  last  in  trouble  to  sink." 

The  first  impulse  which  operated  in  Hamil- 
ton's heart,  when  he  knelt  upon  his  raft,  was 
{^atitude  for  deliverance;  he  then  pushed  off  his 
frail  vessel,  and  with  a  rough-shaped   paddle 
endeavoured  to  make  for  the  ledge,  as  the  only 
.spot  that  promised  a  place  of  landing;  but  the 
current  was  too  powerful  for  him  to  contend 
against,  and  he  was  swept  away  with  a  velocity 
that  he  had  never  calculated  upon.  The  low  point 
that  formed  one  extreme  of  the  bay  was  rounded, 
and  he  feared  that  he  should  be  drifted  out  to 
sea:  but  by  strenuous  exertions  he  succeeded  in 
getting   into   the  eddy,   and  soon  afterwards 
reached  a  nnall  cove  with  a  flat  beadi,  that 
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nature  seemed  to  have  made  in  one  of  her  freaks 
for  a  holiday  grotto;  and  here,  to  his  great  sur- 
prise, he  found  much  of  the  wreck  of  spars  and 
other  things  that  had  I>een  washed  away  frotn 
the  brig.  In  a  few  minutes  the  youth  was 
standing  safely  on  the  shore,  and  in  a  short  time 
his  stores  and  provisions  were  carried  up  above 
high- water  mark;  and  having  obtained  asuffi- 
ci^it  length  of  rope  from  the  shattered  mast,  he 
moored  his  little  float,  and  then  sat  himself  down 
to  rest  from  his  labour. 

The  sun  was  again  setting,  but  he  had  now  no 
fear  of  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks ;  he 
was  mi  the  firm  ground,  and  fihould  so  &t  have 
nothing  to  apprehend  through  the  darkness  of 
the  night  Much  of  the  wreck  was  high  and 
dry,  and  with  his  knife  he  cut  away  the  canvas 
from  the  foreyard,  and  made  himself  a  thick 
and  comfortable  covering  from  the  dew  and  the 
mosquitoes.  His  provisions  nouained  uninjured, 
exc^t  his  breads  part  of  which  was  wet,  and  he 
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only  wanted  a  fire  to  roast  his  plantains  and 
make  himself  some  cofTee. 

Ingenuity  supplied  this  defect.  He  chafed 
bome  of  the  canvas  till  it  became  as  soft  and 
downy  as  cotton.  He  then  collected  the  driest 
wood  he  could  find,  (there  was  plenty  on  the 
l)each,)  and  with  his  pistols,  which  he  still 
retained  about  his  person,  he  endeavoured  to 
ignite  the  materials  he  had  heaped  together.  But 
the  powder  was  damp,  and  his  powder-horn,  toge- 
ther with  his  rifle,  and  some  articles  of  clothing 
and  of  value,  had  been  deposited  in  a  chest  on 
board  the  brig.  For  a  long  time  his  efforts 
were  fruitless;  at  length  he  pressed  all  the 
moisture  that  it  was  possible  to  remove  from  tbe 
gunpowder,  and  forming  it  into  a  cone  with  a 
fine  point,  he  snapped  the  pistols  over  it,  hoping 
that  one  spark  amongst  so  many  might  catch. 
This  practice  he  continued  for  several  minutes, 
till  his  perseverance  was  at  last  rewarded;  a  spark 
settled  on  the  apex  of  the  cone,  the  powder  hissed 
and  threw  up  its  fountain  of  fire ;  *'  the  deviP-^ 
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(for  by  such  name  is  it  known  amongst  boys) — 
nobly  performed  its  duty,  and  the  combustibles 
were  speedily  in  flame. 

Hamilton  fared  sumptuously  that  night,  and 
then  enveloping  himself  in  the  sail-cloth,  he  com- 
posed his  limbs  for  rest,  and  was  soon  trans- 
ported in  his  dreams  to  scenes  of  joy  and  glad- 
ness. He  fancied  himself  in  a  splendid  mansion, 
far  exceeding  any  thing  he  had  ever  witnessed, 
and  it  was  lighted  up  by  stars  that  vied  with 
the  heavenly  orbs  in  the  brilliancy  they  diffused. 
Forms,  beautiful  as  angels,  were  moving  to  and 
fro,  and  one  led  him  by  the  hand  whose  face  he 
could  not  see  for  glory,  and  yet  there  was  a  soft 
dulcet  voice  that  whispered  in  his  ear  and  told 
him  it  was  his  mother;  and  she  sang  sweet  songs 
of  joy  to  the  music  of  golden  harps,  and  she 
pressed  his  fingers  with  a  fond  endearing  tender- 
ness, inviting  him  to  join  her,  but  he  could 
not.  Suddenly  the  scene  changed,  the  sem- 
blance of  beauty  faded  away,  and  he  found 
himself  stretched  on  a  rocky  bed  upon  a  wild 
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sea-coast,  the  wind  howling  over  him,  and  a 
monster  from  the  deep  preparing  to  seize  him 
as  his  prey ;  he  felt  the  rude  grasp  shaking  his 
frame;  he  saw  the  creature^s  eyes  glaring  upon 
him — terror  unchained  his  faculties,  he  awoke, 
and  found  it  real.  Something  was,  indeed,  en- 
deavouring, as  he  thought,  to  lay  hold  of  him; 
shock  after  shock  followed ;  he  threw  the  canvas 
from  his  head,  and  two  full  fiery  orbs  were  peer^ 
ing  into  his  for  a  moment,  and  then  were  sud- 
denly withdrawn.  Hurriedly  disentangling  him- 
self from  his  coverings  he  sprang  upon  his  feet, 
clutched  the  monster  by  its  daws,  put  forth  his 
strength  in  the  encounter,  and  after  some  severe 
struggling  he  turned  over  upon  its  back — a 
remarkably  fine  turtle. 

When  daylight  came  the  youth  made  his 
meal,  and  then  set  out  to  wander  over  the  island. 
With  some  difliculty  he  attained  the  surnmit, 
and  looked  well  round  him  in  the  distance,  bat 
no  sail  was  in  sight ;  he  then  sought  the  brow 
of  the  cliff  that  hung  over  the  bay  where  the  • 


HAMILTON  KINO.  29fi 

brig  had  struck,  and  when  upon  its  verge  he 
looked  over ;  the  water  was  as  clear  as  glass,  and 
through  its  medium  he  saw  the  devoted  vessel, 
as  she  lay  buried  beneath  that  element  she  had 
been  accustomed  to  brave.  The  main-mast  with 
the  main-yard  was  still  floating,  but  one  end  of 
the  main-yard  nearly  touched  the  jagged  rocks 
at  the  base  of  the  clifi^,  having  been  drifted  into 
that  position  by  the  tide.  It  immediately  struck 
him,  that  if  he  could  get  hb  raft  round  he 
might  be  enabled  to  fish  up  scnnething  from  the 
sunken  vessel ;  but  whilst  pleasing  himself  with 
the  idea,  the  back  fins  of  several  enormous  sharks 
gliding  along  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
near  tlie  wreck,  impelled  him  to  resign  his  inten- 
tion, at  least  till  he  had  made  his  raft  more 
steady  and  substantial. 

The  island  was  about  half  a  mile  long  and 
something  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  across: 
the  upper  part  thickly  wooded,  but  the  tr^es 
on  the  extreme  summit  had  been  blown  down, 
most  probably  in  the  late  hurricane.  There  were 
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several  small  coves  and  inlets,  but  no  communi- 
cation except  by  water  with  the  bay,  where  the 
brig  was  finally  wrecked.  Numerous  sea-birds 
flew  over  the  land  as  well  as  their  more  proper 
element,  and  the  rock  fish  were  to  be  distinctly 
perceived  as  they  sought  their  sustenance  near 
the  l)ottom.  All  this  promised  plenty  of  food, 
provided  he  had  the  means  of  taking  it. 

He  returned  to  the  place  where  he  had  slept, 
and  industriously  applied  himself  to  re-modeUing 
his  raft,  so  that  in  a  few  days  he  had  constructed 
a  very  respectable  vessel,  considering  his  means, 
and  at  the  flow  of  the  tide  he  found  it  floated; 
the  platform  he  had  laid  swam  high  out  of 
the  water,  and  there  only  wanted  a  few  im- 
provements wliich  common  sense  and  ingenuity 
suggested.  In  two  days  more  she  was  perfectly 
ready,  and  a  seaman  would  not  have  hesitated  in 
attempting  a  voyage  to  San  Domingo  or  Porto 
Rico,  running  before  the  wind,  and  knowing 
the  direction  in  which  they  laid.  But  HamiU 
Ion  was  no  seaman — since  his  arrival  at  the 
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Solitaire  down  to  the  period  in  which  he  em» 
barked  in  Le  Bon  Man,  he  had  never  been  on  the 
water,  and,  consequently,  was  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  most  common  steps  necessary  to  a  voyage 
beyond  what  reason  dictated. 

During  the  progress  of  his  labours  in  forming 
bis  raft,  he  had  made  it  a  constant  maxim  three 
times  arday,  viz,  morning,  noon,  and  evening,  to 
visit  the  summit  of  the  island,  and  look  out  for 
strange  vessels.  More  than  once  or  twice  he 
disoMiied  a  white  sail  upon  the  horizon,  and  his 
hopes  of  getting  away  were  revived,  but  the 
craft  faded  away  in  the  distance  and  disappeared. 

His  first  essay  on  the  raft  was  round  to  the 
wreck,  but  he  could  do  no  mcnre  than  look  about 
him  and  procure  some  additional  canvas  from 
the  main-yard,  and  as,  on  his  return,  he  had 
Oeariy  missed  the  cove  and  drifted  out  to  sea, 
heforb(M«  repeating  the  experiment,  espfecndly 
as  he  was  not  in  immediate  want  of  provisions. 
The  turtle  had  been  a  rich  feast  to  him,  tod  the 
shell  served  him  for  many  purposes.   He  wa«  by 
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no  means  insensible  to  the  effort  that  might  be 
made  to  reach  one  of  the  larger  islands;  and 
deep  was  his  regret  at  the  loss  of  Quaco,  whose 
strange  mysterious  conduct  often  excited  his 
surprise,  but  conjecture  was  wholly  at  fault  as 
to  the  cause. 

With  the  canvas  and  what  spare  sfKtrs  he 
could  collect  he  raised  himself  a  tent,  beneath 
the  branches  of  trees,  about  one-third  up  the 
eminence  —and  thither  he  removed  his  materials 
and  provisions,  taking  care  that  his  fire  did  not 
go  out,  as  he  was  fearful  that  if  it  did  he 
should  not  be  able  to  relight  it,  and  many  of  his 
comforts  would  thereby  be  lost. 

Three  weeks  had  elapsed  since  the  day  of  the 
wreck,  and  his  stock  of  fresh  water  had  fear- 
fully diminished,  so  as  to  depress  his  spirits  and 
render  him  melancholy ;  day  by  day  he  con- 
tinued to  witness  its  decrease  with  a  restlesB 
impatience  he  could  not  control.  Hour  after 
hour  he  fdt  his  londiness  becoming  more  and 

■ 

more  oppressive — sleep  forsook  him,  and  during 
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the  night  he  would  sit  and  fancy  the  sound  of 
voices  was  near — nay ,  sometimes  he  was  impressed 
with  a  certainty  that  he  could  distinguish  words, 
and  understood  their  conversation.  Cautiously 
would  he  approach  the  place  whence  they  were 
supposed  to  come — but  silence  again  prevailed, 
and  he  returned  to  his  tent  bowed  down  in 
spirit  and  disconsolate. 

Once  more  he  tried  his  raft,  and  succeeded  in 
getting  to  the  wreck,  under  the  hope  that  some 
of  the  water-casks  might  have  drifted  out  from  the 
hold;  but  his  visit  was  as  fruitless  as  the  former, 
and  he  returned  with  the  tide,  heart  subdued 
and  sick.  His  water  was  nearly  expended— hope 
seemed  to  abandon  him — the  firmness  which 
had  sustained  him  gave  way,  and  he  contemplated 
self-destruction.  Thut  night  he  awoke  from  a  dis* 
turbed  lethargy,  and  fancied  that  be  heard  some 
one  calling  his  name ;  snatching  up  a  piece  of 
burning  pine-wood,  he  rushed  in  pursuit,  drag- 
ing  part  of  his  tent  away  with  him,  and  scatter- 
ing the  burning  ashes  of  his  fire.     Eagerly  did 
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he  chase  the  supposed  fugitive — the  delusion 
grew  stronger  as  he  advanced,  and  he  had  nearly 
lieen  precipitated  into. the  sea,  when  he  sank 
upon  the  verge  of  the  clifF  over  the  bay,  ex- 
hausted and  despairing.  The  cool  breeze  ns 
vived  his  fainting  frame,  and  he  sat  and  thought 
that  there  were  only  a  few  feet  between  him  and 
death — it  was  but  a  plunge  from  the  clifT,  and 
his  misery  would  at  once  be  terminated.  He  threw 
the  yet  burning  wood  over,  and  watched  its  fall 
— there  was  the  brilliancy  of  a  moment,  and  then 
it  was  extinguished  for  ever — it  seemed  a  type 
of  his  own  fate. 

There  he  continued  for  nearly  an  hour,  when 
he  observed  a  strange  red  glare  of  reflected  light 
upon  the  ocean,  round  the  point  that  formed 
one  extreme  of  the  cove;  ,and,  in  the  silence 
that  prevailed,  he  could  hear  a  hissing,  cracking 
noise,  neither  of  which  he  could  account  for. 
But  they  aroused  him  from  his  despondency,  by 
creating  excitement;  and,  with  as  much  haste 
as  he  could  well  employ,  he  directed  his  oourae 
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fbr  the  tent.  As  he  neared  the  spot,  in  his  de^^ 
cent,  wreaths  of  smoke  came  curling  above  him^ 
and  red  flames  were  seen,  like  fiery  serpents,  dart- 
ing their  sinuous  way  into  mid-air — he  reached 
the  place,  to  find  his  tent,  his  stores,  and  the 
surrounding  trees  in  one  mass  of  biasing  ruin. 

Rushing  downwards  with  impetuosity,  in  a 
state  bordering  upon  madness,  he  stood  upon  the 
shore  of  the  cove,  as  ofiering  the  only  refuge.. 
But  here  he  could  not  long  remain;  the 
burning  trees,  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
communicated  rapidly  to  the  rest,  and,  as  their 
trunks  were  dissevered,  the  uppei^  parts  canM 
rolling  down  towards  poor  Hamilton,  direatening 
to  destroy  him,  till  at  last  the  place  became 
no  Icmger  tenable,  and  he  jumped  upon  his 
raft,  and  shoved  off  from  the  shore.  In  his 
hurry  he  had  neglected  all  precaution  to  veer 
away  upon  the  rope  which  held  it — ^but  casting 
it  off,  he  was  instantly  carried  away  by  the  tide 
and  swept  out  to  sea. 

The   conflagration   was    grand    and    awful. 
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Hamilton  gazed  u]X)n  it  in  despair,  as  the  cur- 
rent continued  to  carry  him  far  out  into  the 
wide  ocean ;  and  lingering  death,  by  stanation, 
opened  to  his  view.  He  laid  himself  on  the 
platform,  groaning  in  bitterness  of  heart ;  and, 
whilst  his  frail  bark  danced  lightly  over  the 
waters,  his  mind  sank  deeper  and  deeper  into 
despondency,  till  nature  gave  way,  and  he  became 
insensible. 

On  returning  to  consciousness  it  was  broad 
daylight,  and  the  island  he  had  never  more 
expected  to  see,  was  only  a  few  fathoms  from 
him  ;  the  returning  tide  had  brought  him  back, 
but  with  all  his  efforts  he  could  not  reach  the 
land.  The  fire  was  still  raging,  when  happily 
he  was  enabled  to  catch  hold  of  the  main-mast 
in  the  bay,  to  which  he  made  fast  and  rode 
in  safety. 

High  water  came ;  there  was  a  gentle  breeze, 
but  the  sun  was  pouring  down  hia  intense  rays, 
and  the  poor  youth  wasalmost  perishing  with  thirst. 
His  sight  began  to  fail,  a  disnnen  made  his  senses 
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reel,  and  brought  strange  phantasms  before  him. 
Sometimes  he  thought  Madame  Brienot  was 
soothing  his  troubled  soul,  and  then  a  horrible 
dread  of  death  overpowered  his  faculties;  still 
he  was  never  unconscious  of  his  real  condition, 
though  in  imagination  it  assumed  various  shapes 
and  attitudes.  At  length  he  fancied  he  saw  a  ves- 
sd ;  and  though  the  island  intervened,  he  believed 
he  could  distinguish  her  rig;  it  was  the  Bon 
Mari  or  her  spectre  all  ataunt-o  running  towards 
the  land — he  thought  he  beheld  a  boat  quit  the 
brig  to  come  to  his  rescue ;  in  the  excess  of  his 
joy  he  aroused  himself  and  looked  towards  the 
supposed  place,  but  his  eyes  fell  upon  the  naked 
face  of  the  blackened  diff. 

Despair  was  again  triumphing,  and  even 
mocking  the  delusion  of  his  mind.  ^*  Hark  !*' 
shrieked  he,  and  the  sea-birds  answered  his  cries, 
as  with  breathless  attention  he  listened  to  an 
unusual  sound — it  could  not  be  from  the  fire — it 
could  not  come  from  the  water — thare  was  a 
measured  cadence  that  could  not  well  be  mis- 
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taken — it  was  tlie  noise  of  oars  in  their  rowlocks, 
and  in  another  minute  a  I)oat  well  manned 
rounded  the  point,  and  pulled  towards  him. 

«  Well,  I  calkilate  if  this  don't  bang  Ken- 
tucky, and  Kentucky  can  bang  the  States,^ 
exclaimed  a  voice,  with  a  nasal  twang;  as  the 
speaker  looked  upon  the  youth,  who,  in  the 
wildness  of  his  delight,  was  extending  his  arms 
unable  to  utter  a  word.  "Where  are  you 
from  ?  who  raised  you,  young  man,"  continued 
the  individual,  as  the  boat  ranged  alongside  the 
raft.  "May  I  never  see  Baltimore  again  but 
it*s  a  queer  way  you're  in,  like  a  muscle  with 
half  a  shell." 

**  Water  !  water  !*"  entreated  Hamilton,  ea- 
gerly ;  "I  am  dying,  perishing  with  thirst— <^  ! 
for  the  love  of  Heaven,  give  me  drink.  I  am 
parched.*** 

'<  And  no  wonder,  T  guess,"  returned  the 
man  in  the  boat ;  "  it*s  tarnation  astonishing  to 
my  idea  o'  things  that  you  ar*nt  roasted,  so  near 
the  furnace  that  attracted  us  out  of  our  way. 
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Give  the  young  man  some  water,  Benjy ;  what 
with  the  suQ,  and  what  with  the  fire  so  close,  he 
must  be  ahnost  barbacued." 

Benjamin,  a  negro,  immediately  obeyed  the 
command,  and  from  a  small  breaker  in  the  boat 
he  poured  the  pure  element  into  a  wooden  scoop 
used  for  bading.  Hamilton  would  have  grasped 
at  the  promised  banquet,  and  his  trembling 
hands  would  probably  have  spilt  it  all,  but  the 
black,  perceiving  the  tremor,  said,  ^*  Tan  littlee 
bit,  massa  buckra,  and  let  noder  genelmen  put 
him  drink  to  he  mout,  hearee.'^ 

'^  Anything !  anything !"  responded  Hamilton ; 
"  but,  oh !  in  mercy  let  me  have  it  without 
delay.*" 

The  negro  held  the  scoop  steadily^  and  the 
youth  swallowed  the  liquid  with  eagerness, 
and  then  demanded  ^^  more ;'"  it  was  promptly 
given  to  him  by  the  same  hand. 

"  Why,  I  gue^  you  must  have  been  a  pretty 
long  spell  without  moistening,  young  man/' 
said  he  who  had  spoken  first,  and  who  appeared 


'  Nearly  five  weeks 
amazement ;  "  comg,  i 
jiiBt  going  the  whole 
geous  conswapsciouB 
must  set  us  all  down 
you  calkilate  to  mne 
that  fiishion.  What,  fii 
o'  this  here  spar,  in  i 
that's  true  there  am't  i 

"  No,  I  did  not  meai 
ton ;  "  I  meant  that  it  i 
wrecked  here;  the  gn 
have  been  upon  the  ial 
last  night  to  escape  the 

«  Wrecked  r  i 

nestlv  amiinrl  hir 
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pointing  downwards.  *^  She  is  beneath  us,  or 
nearly  so,  at  this  moment.  The  mast  is  fast  to 
her  side." 

The  men  in  the  boat  looked  at  each  other, 
and  smUed  with  a  peculiar  meaning,  whilst 
Benjy  showed  his  ivorys  and  chuckled  as  he 
said)  addressing  his  superior, —  ^^Hearee  dat, 
roassa  ? — pVhaps  him  plenty  ddHar  lib  dere." 

**  Hould  your  *tamal  black  tongue,  ye  war- 
mint  I"  exclaimed  the  superior,  laughing;  **  the 
beautiferous  angel's  always  thinking  on  the  root 
of  all  evil ;  his  mind'^s  tamally  running  on  cal- 
kilaUons  o*  profit  and  loss."  He  turned  to 
Hamilton,  who  was  now  standing  up  on  his  raft, 
— "  Where  do  you  hail  from,  young  man  ?  You 
look  a  tarnation  deal  o^  the  racoon  build.  Which 
o'  the  states  had  the  honor  of  bdiowlding  your 
gloiiferous  face  first  ?  Are  you  a  thorough  out- 
and-out  Yankee,  or  ownly  a  half-bred  mule  T* 

Hamilton  was  somewhat  puzzled  at  these, 
to  him,  strange  questions;  he  never  had 
heard  of  Yankees,  and  he  hesitated  to  answer. 


cuuntry,  sir,  I'm  ti. 
nat'ral  laming  to  kn 
Iiock  and  a  apannacit 

"  There's  ship's  go 
ed  the  other:  "Pity 
a  lawyer  tm  you  ;  fc 
much  BDu^t  srter  u 
Kentuck,  and  he  rode 
a  single  flash  of  light 
ing  horses.  But  com 
about  the  wreck." 

Hamilton  bri^y  h 
cumstance,  from  the 
Domingo  down  to  tl 
quired  who  hia  delivei 
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awful  smart  place,  New  York,  in  the  Younited 
States.  Well,  I  guess  that'^s  our  location — right 
slick  away  at  once  when  we^re  at  home." 

"  You  belong  to  an  American  vessel,  then.*^'* 
said  Hamilton,  who  had  been  surprised  at  their 
strange  mode  of  address,  and  puzzled  to  find  out 
from  whence  they  hod  made  their  appearance. 

"  You're  mighty  near  the  mark,  and  pretty 
particularly  correct,"  returned  the  man, — '*  arn't 
he,  Zeeky  ?  I  wonder  considerably  where  he 
got  his  laming !"' 

<^  I  guess  I  told  you  afore,"  responded  £ze- 
kiel,  for  that  was  his  real  name, — "  Any  one 
that's  moosical  may  see  with  half  an  eye  that  he 
comes  from  the  owld  country." 

"Is  that  true,  young  man,***  enquired  the  per- 
son who  appeared  to  be  the  officer;  '^what 
part  of  England  was  you  raised  in  ?^' 

"  If  you  mean  to  ask  where  I  was  bom,  I 
cannot  tell  you,"  retumed  Hamilton,  becoming 
somewhat  impatient  at  their  tediousness: — "I 
believe,  however,  that  England  is  the  place  of 
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kieJ,  addrwaing  big 

cross  atwixt  a  salt  co, 
smart  awful  splash  of 
sort  o'  no-manVland, 
the  Straita  of  Dover." 
"Well, jroung  man, 
of  iiwpecticm  in  our  ba 
inquired  the  officer,  ", 
rity  of  your  notions,  j 
you  are." 

"  I  am  ready  to  aceo 
said  Hamilton ;  « »  i] 
from  this.  I  care  not 
nothing  but  my  labour  ( 
attention  or  IciodncM  In 
"Pretty  considerablvi 
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^^  I  do,"  answered  the  youth,  aa,  assisted  by 
Ezekiel,  he  quitted  his  raft,  and  placed  himself 
in  the  stem-sheets  by  the  officer;  <<sugar,  cotton, 
coffee,  and  rum,  with  a  few  pipes  of  Madeira.*^ 

*^  Some  of  the  genu-ine,  I  calkilate,^  responded 
the  man ;  *<  pretty  particularly  good  in  the  way 
of  playing  for  picking  up.  Shove  off,  Benjy, 
you  ^tamal  lazy  log  of  ebony.  What — ^you're 
bringing  your  guinea-crow  brains  to  calkilate  a 
bountiferous  awful  amount  of  plunder  ?^ 

*^  £es,  massa,*"  returned  the  grinning  black, — 
^^  me  tink  em  plenty  dollar  lib  down  dere :  s^pose 
me  go  see  em. — No  ?" 

^^  Howld  your  croaking,  you  lily  devil,"  said 
Ezekiel ;  ^^  do  you  think  we  shanH  have  a  huge- 
ous smart  spell  at  it  afore  weVe  done?  The 
governor  am*t  the  man  to  know  where  there's  a 
nest  without  wanting  an  egg  or  two,  though  his 
truck  might  sarve  to  roof  in  a  oonventide.** 

The  boat  was  rdeased  from  the  wreck  of  the 
mast,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was  pulled  smartly 
round  the  point,  where  Hamilton  pointed  out  the 


laia  a  barque,  joggin 
liointed  to  recall  the  t 
alongside,  for  the  wat 
pond,  and  the  rowen 
well  able  to  make  be 
element.  Hamiltcm,  on 
introduced  to  a  tall  sp 
of  countenance,  promii 
bones,  whilst  his  peno 
of  tlie  primitive  Quak 
liat  ^reading  over  u 
nearly  to  mmt  lhe.de 
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"  Thou  art  welcmne 
he,  in  a  deliberate  bnt  ] 
as  soon  as  he  had  hear 
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ance,  siry*"  returned  the  youth,  as  the  tears  rose 
to  his  eyes  to  testify  his  sincerity. 

*^  Thou  hast  been  taken  from  the  deep  waters^" 
said  the  captain ;  ^'  may  thy  feet  in  future  be 
set  in  a  sure  place.  Thou  needest  food.  ^  Feed  the 
hungry^  is  the  command  of  Him  ivho  knows  our 
weaknesses,  for  he  himself  suffered  in  the  world. 
Go  down  to  my  cabin — there  thou  wilt  find 
sustenance.  Hector  !> — "  a  negro  walked  sedatdy 
up, — ^^  see  that  thou  attendest  to  his  wants.*' 

<^  Yea,  aun  werily,  massa,"  responded  the 
black :  **  me  do  em  ebery  ting  for  make  him 
soul  good  wid  marrow  and  faat" 

^*  Let  his  body  be  first  cared  for"  ordered  the 
captain  ;  **  then  thou  mayest  feed  him  with  the 
pure  bread  of  the  word." 

Hamilton  accompanied  the  n^ro  into  an  ex- 
cellent cabin,  where  every  thing  demanded  ad- 
miration for  its  peculiar  neatness  and  cleanliness ; 
and  some  cold  Iioiled  fowl  and  ham,  with  all  the 
necessary  adjuncts,  were  speedily  placed  on  the 
table. 

'*  Massa  eat  like  him  pn^het  Liza,  so  make 
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you  please,^'  said  he ;  ^*  make  me  say  em  more 
good,  deedy  doddy  daily  bread." 

**  Wilt  thou  go  yifith  my  young  men  to  the 
wreck  ?"  asked  the  captain,  as  he  descended  into 
the  cabin ;  *^  that  is  if  thou  hast  satisfied  thy 
hunger.  Peradventure  thou  hast  already  made 
acquaintance  with  the  mate,  when  he  released 
thee  from  thy  peril;  he  is  going  to  see  what  can 
be  recovered.  Tor  neither  should  we  let  perish 
things  animate  or  inanimate,  and  thy  assistance 
may  prove  a  help  and  a  guidance  unto  them.'" 

Hamilton  readily  assented ;  the  boat  returned 
to  the  bay,  and  fienjy  commenced  his  diving 
operations  to  examine  the  state  of  the  vessel; 
his  report  was  favourable — that  the  remaining 
cargo  might  be  easily  got  at.  The  bay  was 
sounded,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  rock  on 
which  the  brig  had  drifted,  there  was  no  where 
less  than  six  fathoms,  with  a  mixed  bottom  of  clay 
and  sand.  The  mate  hastened  back  to  his  com- 
mander with  the  information,  and  shortly  after 
the  sun  had  attained  his  meridian  altitude,  the 
barque  was  at  anchor  within  a  coBvenient  dis- 
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Hamilton,  with  tears  of  gratitude  trembling 
in  his  eyes  at  the  kindness  of  tone  and  manner 
which  manifested  the  sincerity  of  the  worthy 
seaman,  unhesitatingly  informed  him  of  all  that 
he  knew  concerning  his  early  years,  and  so  in- 
tently did  his  hearer  listen  that  he  never  once 
offered  an  interruption.  The  youth  concluded 
by  acknowledging  his  inability  to  decide  as  to 
what  course  it  would  be  the  fittest  to  pursue, 
and  craved  the  advice  of  his  deliverer. 

<^  Verily  thy  tale  doth  savour  somewhat  of  the 
marvellous,  young  man,"  said  the  captain,  as  he 
gently  laid  his  hand  upon  the  youth's  shoulder. 
^But  hast  thou  experienced  the  benign  influ- 
ence arising  from  a  conviction  that,  though 
father  and  mothor  forsake  thee,  the  Lord  will 
take  thee  up  ?^ 

This  language  was  new  and  strange  to  Ha- 
milton, yet  an  imperfect  comprehension  of  its 
meaning  came  soothingly  over  his  mind,  and  he 
felt  that  it  was  allied  to  kindness.  <<  I  cannot 
say  that  my  father  and  mother  did  forsake  me^" 
uttered  he;  ^*  but  I  know  that  you  ha;ve 
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added,  ^^  Now,  he  young  massa,  ^pote  him 
tarn  in  right  slick,  but  ^member  for  say  he 
^  Loramity  'pon  us '  afore  he  go  asleep/' 

What  ^*  Loramity  'pon  us ''  was,  Hamil- 
Um  did  not  know,  but  he  readily  conjectured 
that  the  negro  recommended  him  to  say  his 
[Mayers ;  so  he  repeated  a  pater  and  a  eredo^ 
devoutly  crossing  himseU^  to  the  great  edifica- 
tion of  the  black,  who  watched  his  proceedings 
very  narrowly,  and  imitated  the  cruciform  mo* 
tions  of  the  youth^s  hand,  even  long  after  the 
latter  had  composed  himself  to  rest,  till  he  had 
become  pretty  perfect  in  his  practice. 

About  two  bells  (nine  oVlock)  in  the  first 
watch,  Captain  Wise  descended ;  the  great  Bible 
had  already  been  laid  upon  the  cabin  taUe,  and 
Hector  stood  in  readiness  to  obey  commands. 
^^  Hast  thou  seen  to  the  creature  comforts  of  the 
lad  P^  inquired  the  captain. 

"Yea,  aun  werily,"  responded  the  negro, 
with  a  nasal  twang ;  "  me  gie  him  cold  fowl 
for  he  beUy." 

^^  And  thou  didst  not  fixget  the  word  in 


"  Yea,  aun  werily,"  exc 
gie  him  word  an  plenny 
'tomacb  good,  an  he  w 
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seat 9  and,  standing  arect  and  motionless  with  his 
hands  clasped  upon  his  breast,  he  closed  his 
eyes  and  entered  upon  silent  devotion.  Hector 
did  the  same,  every  now  and  then  opening  one 
eye  a  little  way  to  see  if  his  master  had  finished 
— for  the  negro  made  it  a  rule  always  to  be  last ; 
nor  did  he  break  through  it  now,  for  on  Captain 
Wise  resuming  his  seat  the  black  still  retained 
his  position  for  two  or  three  minutes,  and  then 
opening  his  hands,  with  his  right  he  made  the 
sign  of  the  cross. 

^^"What  is  it  which  thou  art  practising  of?" 
inquired  the  captain,  rather  sternly.  ^*  Who 
taught  thee  such  abomination,  which  is  a  sign 
of  the  beast,  to  degrade  that  which  is  holy  ?^ 

**  Bommynation,  massa  ! "  exclaimed  the 
alarmed  black ;  "  me  no  beast,  massa,  me  only 
do  so,"  and  again  he  crossed  himself. 

'*  I  am  wrong  to  be  angry  with  thee,  as  thou 
hast  done  it  in  thine  ignorance,"  said  the  captain, 
with  more  gentleness.  ^^But  who  was  it  in- 
structed thee.  Hector  ?" 

<<  Him  young  massa  dere  in  he  bedrplaoey '' 
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<^  Ees,  saar/'  returned  the  black,  obsequiously. 
^^  But  what  he  massa  call  him  church  o^  rum  ?*' 

^*  It  is  Antichrist,^  responded  the  captain ; 
^^  but  thou  dost  not  comprehend  me,  Hector,  for 
thou  art  still  in  the  mazes  of  darkness  and  ig* 
norance ;  yet,  I  would  warn  thee  not  to  repeat 
those  unnecessary  forms,  which  will  act  as 
snares  of  the  devil  to  catch  thy  wandering 
soul;^  and  Captain  Wise  having  closed  the 
Bible,  retired  to  his  state-room  for  the  night. 

^^Debbil  snare!  what  he  massa  miean  by 
dat  ?^'  murmured  Hector  to  l^imself,  as  he  took 
up  the  holy  volume  and  replaced  it  on  the 
locker ;  and  then  mixing  himself  a  sti£P  glass  of 
grog,  swallowed  it  at  a  draught.  **  He  no  deb- 
bil  snare,  dat,  anyhow  T  continued  he,  giving 
his  lips  a  loud  smack. 

•'  What  is  that  noise.  Hector?"  inquired  the 
captain,  disturbed  by  the  report.  *<  Hast  thou 
broken  any  of  the  glass  ?^ 

^^No,  saar,*^  returned  the  black,  somewhat 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  detection :  *<  owny  craack 
Urn  littke  bit  C*  {or  he  preferred  being  reproved 
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you  wanna  trong  drink  to  keep  he  eye  open  I — 

"  Well,  now,  Hector,  Fve  a  notion  you've  jist 
calkilated  the  thing  to  an  amagraphy,^  returned 
the  mate,  as  he  received  the  glass  and  tasted  the 
•tuff.  **It'8  mighty  superb,  I  reckon;  and 
them  as  says  you  an^t  the  handsomest  nigger 
*twixt  here  and  Cape  Cod,  desarves  a  pretty 
considerable  licking — an't  that  it,  Zeeky  P*'  ^ 

^^  It's  of  no  use  denying  a  fact,  sir,"  responded 
the  seaman ;  ^^  but  Vm  thinking  I  should  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  his  beauty  if  I  could 
ounly  see  him  through  jist  sich  another  glass  as 
that  ere  in  your  hand — and  the  more  especially 
in  regard  of  its  being  moonlight — ^it  ud  give 
sich  an  etamal  gloriferous  colour  to  his  cheeks ; 
not  but  what,  to  my  mind,  he's  good-looking 
enough  as  it  is;  but  then  d'^ye  see.  Muster  Der- 
rick, it  ud  be  a  generous  ai^tion— ay,  and  a 
charitable  action  too,  Hector-^-^and  you  know 
the  captain  in  his  moosical  discourses,  says, 
^charity  hides  a  multitude  of  sins,* — jist  to 
sarve  me  out  a  toothful  or  two  of  the  creatur«^ 
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though  I'm  not  axing  for  more  than  one,  Hector, 
and  that  jist  by  way  of  doctor's  stuff,  to  mend 
my  health — and  I'm  thinking,  steward,  a  small 
drop  stowed  away  in  your  own  hould  would 
cherish  the  cockles  of  your  heart,  and  warm 
your  bowels !" 

**Haugh,  chee,"  uttered  the  negro,  with 
assumed  disgust ;  **  dey  bommylation  for  me, 
massa  Cheeky  !  nem  mind,  me  fetch  you  littlee 

taste  for  all  dat." 

**  Now  I  ar'nt  never  said  nothing  whatsom- 
ever,  in  this  here  affair  r  exclaimed  the  mate ; 
<<  but  may  I  be  'femally  barbacotted  like  an  In- 
gine^s  pig,  if  Hector  hasn't  got  some'at  of  a 
faammunition  soul  in  his  body,  seeing  as  niggers 
never  has  the  raal  ones." 

"You  wrong,  dere,  massa  Derrick ;  him  Cap- 
pin  Wise  say  Hector  hab  mortal  soul  for  neber 
go  dead ;  and  me  hab  gizzem  too  !"  argued  the 
negro.  ^<  But  nem  mind,  massa  Cheeky,  me 
fetch  de  drink  for  all  dat."  And  away  he  noise- 
lessly stole  below — ^filled  a  glass  of  grog  fur 
Ezekiel — took  a  sly  nip  for  himself,  and  then 
re-afleeoded  to  the  deck. 
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which  he  stuwed  ati 
theo  giving  the  bl{ 
utteriDg  a  single  w* 
the  mixture,  and  no 

"Haugh,"  said 
disappeared;  "I'm 
the  true  calkilatioa  i 
nation  good  stiff  u: 
ought  to  be  mixed- 
~but  a  gill  of  HoU 
And  that  was  actual 
mistaken  a  decanter 
water  bottle;  and  El 
two-thirds    of  a   pii 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


**  We'll  fight  with  him  to-night" 

Srakspsarb. 


We  left  the  good  barque  Ebenezer,  with  her 
yards  nearly  squared  and  with  a  pleasant  breeze, 
running  for  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  where,  on  the 
following  day,  she  anchored  in  St.  Juan ;  and  Ha- 
milton was  strongly  reminded  of  the  scenery  and 
fertility  of  San  Domingo.  His  wish  was  to  return 
to  the  latter  place,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  fate  of  his  kind  benefactress;  and  as  the  barque 
would  be  detained  several  weeks,  he  obtained  the 
sanction  of  Captain  Wise,  who  supplied  him  with 
a  small  sum  of  money,  and  procured  him  letters  of 
recommendation  to  several  persons  in  the  Spanish 
capital  of  the  troubled  island,  whither  a  colonial 
aloop  conveyed  him,  and  he  was  received  with  that 
peculiar  hospitality  which  is  the  characteristic  of 
the  Spanish  colonists.  On  this  side  of  the  island 
every  thing  was  perfectly  tranquil,  and  the  youth 
found  a  delightful  home  in  the  family  of  Don  Pedro 


Prince  and  its  neighbo 
ever  otiier  information 
Hamilton  assented, 
tried  to  afford  bim  everj 
of  hii  mind  preyed  gn 
cky,  and  he  waited  t 
return  of  the  messenger 
stons  were  relieved  by  tf 
reported  that  a  strong  I 
in  the  Cul-de-Sar,  but  t 
was  quiet ;  that  he  had  t 
ed,  and  had  seen  Madan 
released  from  confinemei 
in  her  own  house  in  Fort 
veillance  of  the  authoritii 
when  apprized  that  her 
die  cherished  tl«>  ■*—- 
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gratitude  for  the  kindness  he  had  received.  He  pro- 
mised to  exert  every  effort  to  obtain  the  removal  of 
his  benefactress  to  Porta  Rico,  where  he  hoped  she 
might  obtain  a  passage  to  the  United  States  in  the 
Ebenezer.  He  also  sent  a  handsome  gratuity  to  be 
divided  amongst  the  ship^s  company,  and  a  silver 
crucifix  for  Hector  the  black. 

The  next  consideration  was  the  mode  in  which 
Hamilton  was  to  make  good  his  journey  to  Port  au 
Prince,  Don  Pedro  advised  his  giving  up  all 
thoughts  of  travelling  by  land,  but  thought  he 
might  take  advantage  of  a  vessel  proceeding  thither, 
the  owner  of  which  was  a  friend  of  his ;  and  though 
the  distance  and  time  would  be  considerably  in- 
creased, yet  he  trusted  it  would  be  much  safer  than 
hazarding  existence  by  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
turbulent  negroes.  Still,  as  he  had  in  a  manner 
been  sent  away  by  the  authorities,  it  was  deemed 
requisite  that  some  disguise  should  be  resorted  to; 
and  it  was  ultimately  agreed  that  the  youth  should 
submit  to  the  process  of  transformation,  and,  by 
the  aid  of  grease  and  lamp-black,  be  converted 
into  a  negro — the  captain  promising  to  land  him 
after  dusk-hour,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difficulties  and 
suspicions  which  daylight  might  engender. 


he  submitted  to  the 

person  that  was  likel 

as  the  ace  of  spades. 

and  his  family  was  m 

beat  Btraag  in  his  he« 

promiwd   hjs  coidja] 

deemed  advisable  for 

escape  through  that  j 

The  sloop  was  reai 

amidst  the  best  wiibi 

Pleasant  was  the  breei 

•he  ran  along  the  land 

ramie  sceneiy  on  the  si 

were  between  the  isle  < 

•ame  name,  and  never  « 

The  night  was  fine, 

except  the  neftro  at  ■ 
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noise  of  oars  close  to  them  ;  but  before  they  could 
get  on  their  legs^  a  boat  clapped  them  alongside, 
and  about  a  dozen  men,  well  armed^  were  instantly 
on  the  sloop's  deck. 

**  Yo  hoy  !^  exclaimed  a  voice  in  English ; 
^^  what !  all  handd  with  your  eyes  buttoned  upp 
What  craft  is  this  ?"" 

The  helmsman  promptly  answered,  **  Non  entend 
pas,  monsieur;^  whilst  the  rest,  in  a  state  of 
alarm,  rubbed  their  eyes  and  said  nothing. 

"  Well,  I'm  blow'd,  Jem,"  exclaimed  another  of 
the  boarding  party,  ^  if  I  haven^t  heard  o^  this 
here  very  craft  afore ;  she's  the  Nong  Tong  Paw, 
and  no  mistake." 

*'  Take  the  helm,  Johnson,^'  ord««d  the  person 
who  spoke  first,  and  who  was  habited  in  a  British 
naval  uniform.  ^^  Puckalow  the  tiller,  and  just 
keep  her  out,  round  the  westermost  pdnt  of  the 
ishmd.*^  Then  turning  to  the  terrified  captain,  who 
now  made  his  appearance,  he  demanded.  *^  Where 
are  you  from,  and  where  are  you  bound  to?^ 

<^  Je  non  entend  pas,  monsieur,^  returned  the 
man,  respectfully  pulling  off  his  hat,  and  fully 
sensible  that  his  vessel  would  be  made  a  pris^— 
^*  Je  non  entend  pas,  monsieur.^ 


ft  Ui 


pcau's  countrr !" 

"  Where's  that  c 
the  pirate?"  inquin 

Guinea,  where  are  y 
"P-  "  Here's  aoo», 
just  ax  'em  where  i 

they  are  bound  to;  I 
the  skipper,  and  wj 
wmdescension  and  pi 
aght  of  hi,  papers. 

The  negro  put  the 

voice  thrilled  with  str 

""'ton's  heart—fer  it 

'nstant's  consideretior 

sniped  his  old  intima 

English,  «'  She  is  a  Pj 

San  DnmiiMm  I > 
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^^  Wharra  dis?^  exclaimed  the  trembling  black, 
as  he  held  the  youth  from  him  at  arm's  length. 
**  Where  you  tievee  darra  voice  for  peakee  me  so, 
yer  rob-yer-missee  corpion — eh  ?'" 

Hamilton  instantly  called  to  remembrance  the 
change  which  his  complexion  had  undergone,  and 
remained  silent,  preferring  to  wait  for  a  more  fa- 
yomrable  opportunity  of  making  himself  known  ; 
whilst  Quaco  conversed  with  the  captain  of  the 
sloop,  and  pointed  out  to  the  distracted  man  the 
unfortunate  position  in  which  he  was  placed.  The 
poor  fellow  begged,  entreated,  and  implored  that  his 
vessel  might  be  liberated ;  but  this  Vas  not  in 
the  power  of  the  officer  to  comply  with.  The 
papers  were  French — England  was  at  war  with 
France,  and  consequently  the  sloop  was  a  lawful 
capture. 

The  man-of-war's  men  searched  every  part  of  the 
vessel  for  liquor,  but  they  found  only  a  very  small 
quantity ;  and  having  delivered  her  cargo  at  San 
Domingo  she  had  nothing  of  consequence  in  her 
hold,  and  therefore  would  have  been  worthless  as  a 
prize,  but  for  a  whim  that  seized  the  officer  who 
commanded — an  old  quartermaster  converted  into  a 
master's-mate — who  took  it  into  his  head  to  have  a 


dnmag  the  ere 

fifteen  in  Dumber 

you  to  a  lat  of 

craft  ani't  never 

there  wouIdn*t  oof 

ft*  the  skipper,  if 

fo^f  which  to  my 

«o>never,  as  we  lu 

here,  why  I'm  thi 

onier  for  mjKlf, « 

Majesty's  ahip.  ud 

wd  oommandef^  W 

and  mayhap  we  mm 

to  make  up  for  dao 

line;  for  what's  half 

your  liven  under  a 

>rw  yielded  t»  «k. 
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what  they  were,  the  ensign  and  pennant  were  hoisted 
whilst  the  masterVmate  made  them  a  speech. 

"  None  on  you,"  said  he,  "  knows  what's  pro- 
perest  for  an  officer  to  do  when  he  bemeans  himself 
to  act  all  square  by  the  lifts  and  braces,  or  hauls 
dead  upon  a  wind  to  get*  the  weather  gage  in  an 
argyfication ;  under  sich  circumstances  as  these  here, 
IVe  deemed  it  right  to  take  command  of  this  here 
sloop,  and  cruise  again  the  enemy ;  there's  fifteen 
prime  hands,  all  picked  men,  and  four  jollies,  nine- 
teen in  all;  with  muskets,  bagonets,  pistols,  and 
cutlashes,  plaity  of  cartridges,  and  a  never-say-die 
officer  to  lead  you  into  action.  Do  your  duty  like 
brave  sons  o*  thunder,  and  I'm  blest  if  we  don't 
walk  off  with  the  island,  if  so  be  as  we  can't  man 
handle  any  other  consam.  There,  that's  all  I  got  to 
say:  now,  haul  down  the  pennant,  and  consider 
yourselves  in  a  man-of-war." 

The  strangeness  and  drollery  of  the  man's  man- 
ner tickled  Hamilton  mightily,  though  his  coarse- 
ness displeased  him.  The  seamen  wdl  understood 
his  meaning,  and  the  boat  being  hauled  up  on  the 
side  away  from  the  shore,  the  course  was  altered, 
and  they  stood  in  for  the  land  to  get  under  the  lee 
of  the  Cape,  the  wind  (what  there  was)  being  from 

VOL.  II.  Q 


As  soon  M  HamOtoi  • 

ably  coaipoBed  himself  a 
side,  and  sitting  down  « 
"  Garsmercie  >  who  d«t  j 
black,  storting  up  in  affi 

*'  It  ii  I,"  returned  tht 
tone.  «  Do  not  mikea 
man .  it  U  I,  Monsieur  A 

**  Vou  liar  fiir  tru^' 
black ;  "  you  one  debbilff 
where  ycHi  tieree  dat  toie 

"  Nouenw,  nonaeDi^ 
in  a  whisper.  "  Do  you 
and  the  hurricane?" 

"  Garamerde,  wharra  < 
tenw.  "  You  go  fn-  de 
da  oAaiir — No  ?" 
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nothing  to  eat  but  raw  coal  fish,  and  that  has  caused 
the  alteration  in  my  colour." 

^  Well,  who  eber  hear  such  ting!  '*  exchdmed  the 
negro.  *^  Neber— neber— you  debbd  fior  true-— 
'pose  you  no  get  furder  ofi^,  me  cool  da  fire  in  your 
daw  in  da  wharrei^— hearee  ?**  and  he  raised  himself 
more  firmly  up,  as  if  to  get  upon  his  legs  and  fulfil 
his  threat. 

^  You  are  an  old  fool,  Quaoo,"  uttered  Hamil- 
ton, laughing,  ^and  an  old  rogue  too— *Many  a 
decanter  of  wine  have  you  to  account  for,  taken 
from  the  sideboard  at  the  Solitaire." 

^  Good  debbil,  no  plaguee  me  noder  time — me 
neber  tiere  again,"  shouted  the  negro  jumping  up, 
and  in  his  haste  to  get  away  stumbling  over  the 
I^  of  the  prostrate  master's  mate  as  be  laid 
concealed  underneath  a  boat's  sail,  having  taken 
Hamilton's  mattrass  to  lie  upon* 

•'HaUoo—whatthe is  all  this?"  bellowed 

the  officer,  starting  up,  and  rubbing  his  riiins ; 
<*  why,  you  coast  o'  Guinea  monster— you  make 
every  thing  so  dark  about  you,  that  you  can'^t  see 
your  way.  Take  that,  you  black  angd,"  and  he 
gave  him  a  cuff  with  his  fist.  ^  Have  you  no  more 
respect  tnr  an  officer  in  oommand  of  a  tender  than 


—and  tella  me — "  sni 
not  like  to  mention  hi 
"  Aye,  aye,  yere  bo 
I  dare  be  Bworn,"  ai 
name  was  Herrick,  tli 
it  into  £arwig.  *<  H< 
fellow  alongside  of  ya 
bit  o'  good  behaviour^ 
"  Wixat  can  you  ex] 
'"ee^t'  reqwnded  Ji 
hard  lines  to  be  a  pooi 
a  creator,  without  a  i 
gizzard,  and  to  get  dm 
the  bsrgaio.  But,  con 
down  aloDgnde  o'  my  1 
sball  mialest  ye  whilst  J 
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purity,  which  had  become  extremely  disagreeable. 
For  this  purpose  he  went  forward,  eagerly  watched 
by  Quaco,  and  haying  drawn  a  bucket  of  water, 
be  tried  to  wash  the  black  off  his  face;  bat  the 
saline  quality  of  the  dement  prevented  it  from  bar- 
ing more  than  a  partial  effect,  though  a  piece  of 
coarse  canvas,  with  hard  scrubbing,  removed  the 
darker  shades,  and  in  some  places  restored  the 
original  white. 

Nor  was  Quaco  the  only  one  who  eyed  the  mo- 
tions of  the  supposed  young  negro— the  look-out 
man  forward,  as  he  sat  upon  the  windlass,  had, 
unknown  by  the  youth,  narrowly  observed  his  pro- 
ceedings, as  much  from  a  superstitious  dread  as  any 
other  cause,  and  when  he  distinguished  in  the 
coming  light  that  the  lad  was  turning  white  he  could 
contain  himself  no  longer, — ♦«  Well,  I*m  blowed,'' 
said  he  aloud,  <<  if  this  am't  regular  out-and-out  un- 
natral— a  scraper  and  a  hand^wab  may  take  off  a 
ship's  paint,  but  for  a  nigger  to  moult  his  skin  !-— 
then,  I*m  blessed,  if  I  knows  what  to  make  on  it  T 

"  What 's  the  matter,  Jem  ?*  inquired  the  cox- 
swain, walking  towards  the  windlass,  and  followed 
at  a  short  distance  by  Quaoo ;  ^  have  you  found  a 
ooaple  o*  gould  watches,  and  don't  know  what  to 
do  with  them?" 


'  -"^w  you  CTw  lee  •  nj 

you  didn't  never  see  aid; 

and  he  pointed  to  tlie 

Hamilton  wu  not  at 

looking  at  bim,  and  wh 

of  the  seaman,  he  cuset 
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cloud,  was  itrudc  with 
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catching,  for  if  I  was  to  go  home  a  black  fellow, 
the  ould  woman  would'nt  never  have  nothing 
whataomever  to  say  to  me." 

The  whole  of  the  watch  had  now  gathered  abaft 
the  windlass,  and  Hamilton  continued  his  opera- 
tion, aided  bv  the  delighted  Quaco,  and  was  sdon 
restored  to  somethii^  like  his  proper  complexion. 
*^  I'm  no  n^ro,"  said  the  youth,  ^<  but  an  EDglish- 
man  like  yourselves.*^ 

Avast,  avast,*^  exdaimed  the  good-natured  cM^ 
swain,  and  then  turning  to  his  shipmates,  he  added 
*'  I*m  sure  none  on  you  has  heard  what  he  said^ 
and  in  natural  conaekenoe  can't  tell  any  body." 

<^  Why  should  I  fear  its  being  known",  said 
Hamilton  with  energy ;  *^  I  believe  myself  to  be 
En^ish,  though  not  certain  of  it." 

<<  Aye,  aye,  that's  right,"  returned  the  coxswafal^ 
with  a  self-satisfied  air,  ^^and  if  I  was  you,  not  a 
word  but  French  lingo  would  I  let  Master  Herrick 
or  any  one  dse^  hear  payed  out  of  my  lips-— you -re 
rather  too  young  to  go  cloud  hunting  for  a  mere 
mistake  as  to  country.^ 

*^  I  perceive  your  error,  my  gmwous  fiiendj^saM 
Hamilton,  much  affected  at  the  seaman's  humanity^ 
<*yoa  take  me  fSur  a  traitor  to  my  king.** 


■ailing  under  false  oof 
"  I  can  tfxplain  ev 
whiUt  Quaco  looked  o 
ideas  whicb  Johnson  b 
"I  am  here  aa  a  pasK 
Unt  duty,  which  I  tn 
me  to  fulfiL  Yod  u 
twelve  years.—" 

"  Sail,  bo !"  exdain 
reat  immediatelj  gatht 
direction  at  the  atEangi 
81  to  what  ehe  was ;  u 
called  for  hia  glaaa*  « 
from  the  boat,  he  cat 
gaze  oo  the  object,  an 
which  the  moat  breath 
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"  Oh,  no  doubt  o'*yer  deverness  in  that  way,*'  re- 
turned the  master*s  mate,  contemptuously.  *^  But 
d'ye  think  nobody  else  besides  yourself  has  got 
preceptions  about  'em  to  diskiver  a  black  dog  from 
a  blue  monkey  ?  She's  a  drogher,  and  well  carry 
her  out  with  us,  if  she's  worth  having,  and  get 
along-side  afore  they  can  overhaul  our  manoverers 
from  the  shore." 

**  Em  no  drogher  wid  a  topsel,  saar,"  said  the 

negro,  who  was  fearful  of  being  captured  under  the 

BritiA  flag  and  punished ;  *^  me  tink  'em  pribateer, 

pose  massa  Earwig  please.'' 

^  Well  then  I  don^  please,"  exclaimed  the 
master's  mate  angrily,  for  though  be  strongly  sua- 

pected  the  character  of  the  stranger,  he  did  not 

rdish  the  idea  that  any  one  should  be  able  to  detect 

what  she  actually  was  besides  himself.  **  If  she  ani*| 

a  drogher  she's  a  pilot  boat." 

<<  Frhaps  him  pilot  boat,"  assented  Quaoo,  though 
he  well  knew  the  contrary.  *<  My  massa  here  know 
fcardaU" 

**Your  master!— who  the  devil  may  he  be^** 
scornfully  uttered  the  officer,  looking  at  Hamiltcm 
fiorthe  first  time  since  his  aUution;  ^why  who 
have  we  got  th^re— young  mungo  tiaiismigrified-— 


fint  boarded  us  I  n 
cloud——" 

"A  cloud,  d'ye  cal 
mate;  "  if  it  was  ounb 
Uackest  I  ever  aeed. 
Fimchman  111  swear, 
blessed  if  there  won't  1 
you  trip  your  anchor  oi 

"  He  waa  a  passenge 
coxswaiD,  desirous  of  I 
posnble ;  "  but,  with  i 
make  bould  to  say,  thi 
to  my  thinking  the  Mat 
God  Almighty  has  not 
and  laming,  as  he  haa  I 
yet  there's  a  sort  of  a  ki: 
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armed,  and  in  ccmsequence  ii^s  best  not  to  be  taken 
unawars.  Gro  you  to  the  helm,  old  coast  o'  Guinea^ 
and  keep  steadily  on  in  your  course;  send  the 
prisoners  all  but  the  youngster  below,  and  secure  ^em 
in  the  hould.  The  rest  on  you  jump  into  the  boat 
along-side,  and  lay  down  in  ho*  bottom  with  your 
arms  all  ready.  Bend  on  the  ensign  and  pennant, 
but  keep  ^em  snug  till  I  tell  you— and  d*ye  hear, 
Quaco,  when  she  nears  us  try  and  get  close  along* 
side,  and  answer  her  hail — she's  ounly  a  pilot  boat, 
but  if  s  well  to  be  prepared  for  squalls ;"  and  the 
master's  mate  sunk  himself  in  the  companion  hatch, 
so  as  just  to  leave  his  head,  on  which  he  mounted  a 
red  cap,  in  sight ;  '^  go  you  forud,  directly  as  you're 
told,  yoimg  whity*brown,"  continued  he,  as  soon  as 
he  was  ensconced,  *^  and  tend  the  head  sails." 

<<  '£m  pribateer  for  all  dat,"  muttered  Quaoo  at 
the  tiller,  *^  and  now  whar  for  me  do?  —  Pose 
tak'emP  bullet  in  him  gizzem — pose  take  him 
pribateer  ?  all  safe.  Ah,  me  massa,"  added  he,  ad- 
dressing Hamilton,  who  had  approached  him,  <<  dere 
come  'noder  hurricane,'^  and  he  affected  to  laugh. 

The  vessel  was  evidently  a  schocxier,  of  no  mean 
dimension  for  that  coast,  and  as  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  the  privateers  bore  a  very  dubious  cha- 
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past  him. — **  Port  a  littl< 
rascal,"  said  the  master's  t 
along-aide,  even  to  touchi 
drop  round  under  his  st& 
time;  now  mind  what  yoi 
forud,  youngster,'  and  it  m 
obey  orders." 

The  master's  mate  tha 
telling  the  negro  to  shout 
appropriate  period  for  boM 
"  Me  no  touch  'em,  dou 
"  pose  him  j  ump  on  de  dec 
me  young  massa;"  anott 
'*  Ha,  dere  he  come  again. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

"  Mark  well  the  African, 
The  woolly-headed  negro :  he  is  a 
Subtle  homonriBt,  and  his  queer  replies, 
Though  they  seem  siUy-sooth^  have  in  them  more 
Than  strikes  the  casual  hearer." — Old  Play. 

The  morning  was  faintly  breaking  aa  Quaoo 
steered  towards  the  schocxier,  a  long,  low,  black, 
snake-like  looking  thing,  with  a  crew  of  cut-throats, 
and  a  brass  nine-pounder.  *^  W)iat  sloop  is  that  P" 
enquired  a  voice  in  French. 

Qiiaco  had  forgotten  to  ask  the  name  of  the  ves- 
sel, but  he  promptly  gave  that  of  an  ugly  old  colo- 
nial craft  he  had  himself  once  commanded — *<  Le 
Bijou,^  shouted  he,  ^^  bek>nging  to  Monsieur  Pele- 
reaux,  of  Port  au  Prince.'* 

The  schooner  had  now  ranged  up  on  the  star- 
board side,  and  again  the  voice  was  heard  as  tlie 
negro  hugged  closer  to  them,  till  they  were  little 

VOL.    III.  B 


"  ^Vliat  the  deuce  ia  thai 
"  starboard  your  hebn — pc 
foul  of  our  quarter." 

The  larboard  waist  of  tl 
next  tothe  sloop,  waaciDwd 
they  could  aheer  anj  diitii 
Herrick  and  his  brave  fell 
the  stem  of  the  privateg» '. 
startioanl  quarter,  pouted  i 
and  theo  Tvshed  with  de^ 
enemy,  who,  though  douU 
of  the  British,  were  whollj 
counter;  in  fact,  Beemg 
filoop,  they  had  not  even  n 
their  object  no  doubt,  bam 

The  ioapetiioui  niih  of  d 


HAMILTON  KING.  3 

sheered  off,  and  gave  them  a  wide  berth ;  the  princi- 
pal portion  plunged  down  the  hatchways  and  oon^ 
cealed  themselves  below,  whilst  no  small  number- 
were  stretdied  on  the  deck,  either  killed  or  wound<- 
ed;  and  many  of  the  latter,  rendered  despente  by 
the  emergency  of  their  situation,  fought  with  their 
opponents,  and  brought  down  death  upon  them* 
selves.  Not  a  single  casualty  happened  to  the  man- 
o£-war^8  men,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  the  pri- 
vateer was  entirely  their  own. 

^<  Whar  'em  tink  o'  pilot-boat  now,  Massa  Ear- 
wig ?"  shouted  Quaoo,  making  the  air  ring  again 
with  his  merry  laugh. 

"  rd  tell  you,  ye  Newcastle  angd-— I'd  tell  you 
what  I  think,  if  I  was  alongside  o**  you,"  growled 
the  master^s  mate,  who  did  not  rdish  the  negro's 
familiarity.  ^*  But  now,  lads,"  continued  he,  ad* 
dressing  the  men,  ''bear  a  hand  and  clear  thedecks: 
—corporal !"  The  corporal  of  marines  stepped  out 
and  gave  a  military  flouridi  with  his  hand  to  his 
hat  **  Corporal  you  was  once  doctor's  sarvant  in 
a  frigate,  I'm  tould." 

*'  I  was,  sir,  some  years  ago,  before  I  was  pro- 
moted to  my  present  rank,"  returned  the  non-com- 
missioned officer. 

b2 


trate  privateer's  men. 
likely  to  howld  on  t 
'em  abaft.  Johnson, 
the  wouuted ;  and  I 
he,  in  a  lower  mce^  *' 
their  anchora  for  fo( 
ride  it  out  long,  why 
pain  and  misery,  and 
expended  'em  at  once 
derstand  me,  corpcnal 

"  Not  exactly,  rir, 
sioned  officer,  who  tho 
wliat  the  other  meant, 
considerations  from  ac 
tlie  wounded  to  be  shi 

**  Yes— yea,"  grumi 

that  t)uilwn..JL:_4L_l 
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self.  **  And  now,  lads/'  uttered  he  to  the  people, 
*^  what's  to  be  done  with  all  these  here  prisoners  ? 
If  we  sends  'em  ashore  they'll  alarm  the  whde  coast, 
and  our  cruise  will  in  course  be  up ;  if  we  keeps  'em 
aboard  theyll  be  cursedly  in  the  way ;"  he  paused  a 
moment  to  collect  their  ideas  from  the  expression  of 
their  countenances,  and  then  added,  turning  to  the 
coxswain,  *^  It  won't  do  to  heave  ^em  overboard, 
Johnson !" 

The  latter  part  of  this  brief  address  was  uttered 
in  that  sort  of  tone  which  implied  a  perfect  willing- 
ness to  perform  such  an  operation,  but  a  desire  that 
the  proposal  should  emanate  from  another,  as  it 
might  produce  awkward  inquiries,  and  unpleasant 
consequences  afterwards.  ^*  No,  sir,^'  responded  the 
coxswain,  *'  it  would  never  do  to  make  the  onfor- 
tunates  walk  the  plank,  though  I  dare  say  there's 
many  or  'em  richly  desarves  it.  But  a  good  deal, 
Muster  Herrick,  must  depend  on  what  you  means 
to  do  with  the  schooner." 

'*  Take  her  into  the  sarvice^  to  be  sure>  Joe," 
answered  the  c^cer,  *^and  we  may  as  well  do  it 
at  once.    Hoist  the  ensign  and  pennant.^ 

<<  They're  in  the  sloop,  sir,"  announced  one  of  the 


M 


"  Why  thtn't  z  po 
ticatiun,"  returned  tl 
know  the  sarvices  ar' 
ner  o'  means,  and,  c 
alongside  of  eich  otl 
plinet  but  you  nui 
about  rnie-third  or  a 
o*  blue,  and  that  will 
the  thing;"  and,  tbl 
hdsted.  •*  I  atn't  g 
speech,"  continued  Hi 
that  which  I  made  in 
it  wiU  do  just  a»  wdl, 
be  altogetho*  ship-dn 
it.  Send  the  hands  i 
collected  oa  the  quaiti 
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jrour  colors  than  to  keep  jrour  heads  ODTered  when 
an  officer  reads  his  commission?'"  The  hats  and 
caps  were  all  removed,  and  he  proceeded  ^  Now 
m  tdlyoawfaatit  is;  I  amH  by  no wajFt satisfied  nor 
contented  with  our  prizes,  seeing  aa  the  trifle  theyll 
fetch  will  have  to  he  diared  wA  unong  sa  many, 
and  the  headmioney  won't  ooDie  to  much.  But  as 
we've  now  got  howld  of  a  regular  fighting  crafi,  as 
our  own  property,  and  Fve  expended  none  on  you 
in  boarding,  it  stands  in  the  nat'ral  reckoning  of 
the  calkdadon  of  things^  that  if  we»  in  an  owld 
rattle-trap  sloop  oaptura  a  weUnsianned  and  weUr 
armed  priyateer-schoooer,  why  we  ought  in  that 
same  schooner  to  take,  sink  or  destroy,  sunuaut 
worth  talking  about.  At  all  events  Til  have  a  week's 
cruise^  if  I  don^t  get  anything  elae,  so  hare  goes  for 
Cape  Teburoon." 

'<  But  the  wounded.  Muster  Herrick,  what'll  you 
do  with  them  ?"  remonstrated  the  ooxswain ;  '*  them 
cutlash  wounds  are  the  very  devils  to  fester  in  a  hot 
cUmate.'' 

^  And  bring  on  mortification  and  lock-jaw,'"  ut- 
tered the  corporal,  desirous  of  showing  his  surgical 
knowledge. 

^^  Youll  hould  your  jaw,  if  you  please,"  said  the 


i 


"  Pity  tluy  didn't  nuk 
J»e,"  said  the  master' 
**  you'd  have  made  a  p 


"  I  hopes,  MiHterHa 
jng  in  humanity  to  an  a 
turned  Johnson.  **  Now, 
never  got  no  doctor  a 
cou^ed,  "  I  would  nn 
see  what  there  is  loading 
IM  put  the  wounded  inti 
'em  ashore  just  as  we'ia 

"  Wdl,  it's  odd,  too, 
the  same  thou^ts,"  sail 
complacently;  "do  yov 
oveiiiauling  the  same  thi 
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got.  tbe*  sail  ready ;  now  then,  my  lads,  sotne  on  you 
lift  the  wounded  abaft.  Why  the  detil  arn't  you 
examining  them,  corporal?  do  you  mean  to  have 
your  rating  without  doing  the  duty  ?^ 

Thus  admonished,  the  corporal  inspected  the 
wounded,  many  of  whom  were  terribly  mailed; 
and  whilst  one  party  was  removing  them  aft,  ano- 
ther was  engaged  in  attaching  weights  to  the  dead 
and  committing  them  to  their  ocean  grave,  which 
opened  to  receive  its  prey,  waa  ruffled  for  the  mo- 
ment as  the  sullen  plunge  was  heard,  and  then 
rolled  on  as  smooth  as  ever. 

The  schooner'^s  name  was  La  Serpent,  of  eight 
four-pounders,  a  long  brass  nine  acting  on  a  swivel, 
well  found  in  arms  and  ammunition,  plenty  of  wine 
and  rum,  but  rather  slender  in  her  outfit  of  stores 
and  provisions.  She  had  forty-seven  hands  when 
first  boarded,  but  sixteen  of  them  were  consigned 
to  the  deep,  and  the  wounded  numbered  nearly  as 
many  more,  so  destructive  had  been  the  volley  and 
the  rush  of  the  seamen  upon  the  enemy,  as  they  stood 
huddled  together  looking  at  the  sloc^.  Amongst 
the  former  was  the  captain,  almost  the  first  who 
fell,  and  the  next  in  command  was  desperately 
wounded ;  the  crew  had  been  a  hetax>geneous  mass 
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of  French,  Dutch,  Swedes,  Spaniards,  mulattoes, 
and  revolted  negroes,  and  it  is  sngular  thai  the  prin- 
cipal portion  of  the  survivors  were  people  of  colour. 

*'  Drop  the  pinnace  round  on  the  larboard  side^** 
ordered  the  master's  mate ;  ^*  make  all  snug  in  her, 
and  bear  a  hand  about  it,  for  the  sun  'ull  be  out  o' 
the  bush  presently,  and  his  honest  face,  when  ifs 
clean,  \\d  put  many  a  rogue  to  the  blush.  At  all 
events,  let  us  be  jogging  on  when  they  opens  their 
daylights  ashore.  And  now,  Johnson,  what  have 
you  got  to  say  about  Jackymoll  ?" 

<'  Quaoo  says  he  knows  the  place  well  enough,** 
resumed  the  seaman ;  *'  he  was  talking  about  it 
whilst  we  lay  at  the  back  of  November  there^  and 
was  telling  us  that  there  was  generally  a  craft  or 
two  loading  which  we  might  bring  away,  supposing 
that  we  could  get  in  without  being  disoovend.  And 
now.  Muster  Herrick,  we  may  do  the  trick  without 
being  suspected ;  and,  whether  or  no,  we  can  leave 
the  poor  fellows  behind  us,  so  as  to  have  dear  decks 
if  we  should  fall  in  with  anything  worth  man-hand- 

ling." 

*'  All  square,''  returned  the  maater^s  mate ;  ^  well 
jog  m  quietly  with  the  sloop.  Up  with  the  hehn, 
and  fill  upon  her;  there's  anioe  little  hntwsabtiC 
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He  placed  biQ  hands  on  each  side  his  mouth,  by  way 
of  speaking^rumpet,  and  hailed,  "  Sloop,  ahoy !" 

'^  Ay,  ay,  Massa  Earwig,  me  hear  em,"  answered 
the  black ;  '^  you  hab  plenny  o'  work  dere."*" 

^  Keep  in  my  wake^  Quaco,"  again  hailed  the 
mate;  <*  I*U  send  the  boat  astam  for  you  presently • 
Keep  close  in  my  wake — ^hear'ee  ? 

^^  Eea,  Massa  Earwig,  me  hear  em  well  enough,*' 
returned  Quaco,  laughing.  **  De  marchantman  alays 
follow  him  pilot^boat." 

*^  Hould  your  ivory,  yer  grinning  lump  o'  jet!" 
grumUed  Herrick ; — <^  and  yet^  Johnson,  we  cam\ 
well  do  without  him  in  this  here  affair,  and  so  the 
lubber  takes  adwantage  of  it*  He  can  palaver  the 
French  lingo— not  but  what  I  could  overhaul  a 
feJce  or  two  of  it  myself  upon  a  pinch— and  so  we'll 
run  in  and  rekoniter  what's  to  be  the  upshot ;  and  if 
there's  a  bit  of  fighting  to  be  done^  why  we've  just 
got  the  boys  as  can  do  it,  purwided  there's  an  offi- 
cer of  experience  to  lead  em,  and  which  I  flatters 
mysdf,  on  this  here  occasion,  the  sarvice  canCt  pro- 
duce a  more  properer  or  more  fitterer  person  than 
Muster  Samuel  Herrick,  of  his  majesty^s  sloop 
Gksao'wisky.  Not  that  I  loves  boasting;  but 
there,  Johnson,  nobody  knows  better  nor  yourself 


was  not  a  poonbOitj  of  gtv 
when  they  got  in-sTiore. 

"  Neber,  massa,*  retume 
peaka  we  tan  tiff,  and  spc 
a  hole  troo  de  bottom,  and 

"  But  bow  is  it,  Quaa 
fighting  against  tbe  flag  el 
country  of  your  adoption  ? 
symptoms  of  displeasure- 
naturalized  to  the  Frendi  t 
English  as  his  enemies. 

"  Em  too  long  tory  for  b 
replied  the  black.  "  Qua 
time  or  noder — red,  white,  1 

"  And  black  !^'  exclaimed 
him  with  eagerness,  as  be  fii 
his  face ;  but  the  n^;!^^  mi 

**  Ees,  me  massa,  an  aon 
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*^  And  that  saved  your  life,  I  nippose,  when  the 
Bon  Man  was  taken  P*^  remarked  Hamilton,  re> 
proachfully. 

^*  Darra  time  o^  de  hurricane — ^no  ?^  responded 
the  negro ;  and,  as  if  desirous  of  avoiding  the  in* 
quiry,  he  laughed  loud  and  long* 

^*  I  shall  know  my  friends  better  another  time,  I 
bppe,^  said  Hamilton,  angrily,  and  walking  away. 
.  **  Well  den,  me  massa,  tan  littlee  fait,  you  please, 
and  hearee  me  peak,^  requested  Quaco ;  and  Hamil- 
ton stopped.  *^  When  dat  snake-in-arguinea-grass 
pirate  com  alongside  de  brig,  me  know  'em  directly 
— ^*cause.  Monsieur  Ami,  me  once  hab  de  misfortun 
to  sail  wid  him  ;  andso Quaco  tink  to  hesef,  <  Tose 
come  aboard,  find  him  here,  den  he  go  dead ;  ^pose 
swim  to  ^oooner,  tell  ^em  passager  and  plenny  dollar 
get  away  in  de  boat  wid  a  captain,  but  good  plun- 
der left,  dey  gib  me  chance  for  life,  and  me  try  to 
sabe  me  massa.^  ^ 

"  It's  very  little  you  thought  o{  me,  old  man,'' 
said  Hamilton,  again  returning  to  the  negro's  side ; 
*^  you  thought  only  of  your  own  safety.'' 

^<  'Ponna  me  honour.  Monsieur  Ami,"  exclaimed 
the  black,  placing  his  hand  upon  his  breast,  *^  me 
tink  of  you,  and  how  he  break  de  heart  for  me  missee, 
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^pose  neber  see  you  again.  So  Quaoo  awim  to  de 
'^cooner,  and  tell  'em  ebery  ting  someting,  aod  where 
dey  find  de  boasun.^ 

«  You  could  not  act  ao  wickedly  r  uttered  the 
youth,  with  disgust ;  ^^  then  lie  owes  his  death 
to  you,  and  you  have  been  his  murderer !  Yet, 
Quaoo,  you  will  call  yourself  a  Christian  T 

^^  No,  me  massa,  me  only  poor  nigger  rangootang 
den,^  answered  the  negro,  with  a  peculiar  look  of 
mingled  shrewdness  and  assumed  ignorance. 

^^  And  so,  for  a  few  idle  words,  you  sacrifioed  a 
fellow-creature  r  uttered  Hamilton,  with  strong  em- 
phasis. 

^^  Scrathcyfied,  massa  I  what  he  call  scratchy- 
fied?'^  asked  Quaco,  perverting  the  word  <<  sacri- 
ficed.^— <'  Tan  littlee  bit,  saar !  Em  boasun  neber 
hab  tought  for  we,  'pose  he  got  in  a  boat  darm 
time ;  and  Quaco  tink  to  hesef,  <  Happen  ^em  find 
him  boasun,  he  tell  for  me  young  massa,  and  him 
missee  break  him  heart.'  '^ 

**  How  can  I  believea  word  of  this,*^  said  Handb 
ton,  <<  when  you  left  me  on  the  wide  ocean  akme, 
with  the  dead  corpse  hanging  at  the  peak  P^' 

^*  Better  dan  leab  him  libe  corpae,  massa,**  ui^ged 
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thenegro;  ^^androenotiDklbr leab7<Hiak)iie,and 
the  buckra  man-o'-war  come  for  take  you  off/' 

^^  But  he  did  not  come  to  take  me  off,"  said 
the  youth ;  ^^  I  was  alone— -^dturely  aldne,  with 
that  hcntible  corpse  swinging  in  the  wind  1" — and 
be  shuddered  at  the  recollection. 

^^  Me  only  tink  so,  me  massa,**  argued  Quaoo^ 
quietly.  '^But  de  buckra  man-o*-war  calehee  we  in 
de  *cooner,  and  take  em  to  Jamaica.  Me  tell  ^em  me 
passager  in  de  brig,  and  me  massa  kab  aboard  sans 
ebery  ting ;  but  captain  take  de  pirate  to  Kington, 
where  dey  all  try  for  he  life,  till  dey  get  like  him 
boasun  all  along  shore,  and  tring  em  up  like  ingons 
from  my  country,  and  dat  England." 

^'  But  what  proofr  had  they  of  piracy  ?^  inquired 
Hamilton ;  '*  they  could  know  nothing  of  the  plun- 
dering of  the  brig  and  the  murder  of  her  crew****- 
they  could  know  nothing  of  the  condition  in  which 
we  had  been  abandoned.^ 

*<  Oh,  dere  plenny  proof,  massa,^  said  Quaoo^ 
knowingly,  and  giving  the  youth  a  look  fraught  with 
meaning.    *^  Dere  part  of  de  cargo,  and  dere — '' 

<<  Was  Quaco,''  uttered  Hamilton,  again^  fixing 
his  eago:  look  upon  the  old  man. 
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"  Ees,  me  massa,  me  dere,"  acquiesced  the  negni 
quietly ;  "  no  help  for  dat  any  liovr,  when  dej  put 
me  in  a  jail." 

"Andyougftvemdence against  the  ptrBtes?^aud 
the  youth — "  you  again  turned  upon  your  friends  ?" 

"  Friends,  massa !"  exclaimed  the  hlack,  "  Gant- 
mercie  !  'em  poor  friends  in  a  'cooner.  No,  no — me 
find  one  friend  in  de  man-o'-war  know  Quaco  in  Ja- 
maica, "peak  two,  dree  word  for  me,  and  behabe  like 
one  genelman  to  anoder.  Me  neber  liab  conceit  fat 
httaogman  collar." 

•*  You  have  heard  nothing,  then,  of  IVfadame 
Brienot?"  inquired  Hamilton;  "I  suppose  vou  have 
been  ever  since  in  the  king's  ship ,'" 

"  No,  massa,  hear  noting — dat  one.    Eea,  d 
me  man-o'-war  man  now — dat  two,"  answered  ( 
negro,  numbering  the  responses  to  the  qw 
"And  now,  monsieur,  wharra  you  do  for  get  here  J 

"  I  must  tell  you  that  some  other  time,  QuocOf*^ 
replied  the  youth ;  "  I  was  trying  to  get  to  Poi 
at]  Fnnce,  where  Madame  Brienot  now  is,  and  st£ 
hope  that  the  English  officers  will  put  me  Bshor«.^l 

The  negro  shook  his  head.   '^  Ale  lub  me  o 
— me  lub  me  young  massa.    "Pose  dem  Frcnc) 
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catcheewe — ^wharraden?  Madame  Burnoh — ^Mon- 
aeur  Ami — Massa  Quaco,  get  'em  gullemteem.  No 
good  dat/* 

Hamilton  ruminated  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the 
probability  immediately  struck  him  that  the  com* 
missioners  would  be  glad  to  embrace  any  plausible 
pi^text  for  destroying  the  widow,  so  as  to  enable 
them  unmolested  to  confiscate  her  property,  and 
transfer  it  to  their  own  uses ;  for  they  were  well  aware 
that  she  had  purchased  the  estate  at  Bordeaux,  and 
invested  money  both  in  the  French  and  English 
funds,  besides  retaining  her  legal  right  to  the  fertile 
and  productive  Solitaire.  ^*  But  what  would  be  the 
best  to  be  done,  Quaco  ?"  said  he. 

^<  Massa  one  Anglice  man,**  returned  the  blacks 
^  no  hab  Frence  blood  in  him  heart.  England 
fight  de  Frence — ^no?  wharra  for,  me  massa,  den 
fight  de  Anglice  ?** 

^^  You  would  have  me  then  at  once  abandon  the 
French,  and  join  my  supposed  countrymen?"^  said 
Hamilton.  ^<  I  own  my  inclinations  tend  that 
^ay— or,  rather,  it  is  an  impulse  that  I  cannot 
controL" 

<<  Massa  may  call  *em  pulse,  'pose  him  please;  me 
call  em  rope,'*  responded  the  negro,  putting  his  hand 


time  when  we  lib  at  de  plan 
craabat  and  me  white  sill 
'em  gone  now  ?" 

Hamilton  contemplated 
apparel,  nhidi  had  certaii 
the  Solitaire  he  was  at  all 
and  neat,  and  not  unfrequi 
now  a  pair  of  canvas  trow 
a  well-worn  blue  jacket,  t 
of  slop  shoes,  filmed  the  i 
must  admit,"  said  the  yot 
is  tat  tlie  worse." 

"  Massa,  no  tintc  me  lil 
argued  the  block  ;  "  me 
craabat— me  silk  tockin^ 
repeatem — me  dress  cxMt- 
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"  Ma  lose  me  sooe, 
In  an  old  caDoe, 
Johnny,  oh !  come  wind  em  so !" 

Ah,  dem  de  times  for  neber  come  again-^jdenny  wine 
— plenny  ebery  tiog  for  hungry  belly**good  miaeee 
—good  massa,  Quaca  all  same,  noder  genelman,  now 
— but  nem  mind,  massa— Aem  mind— neber  see  de 
day  for  dog  nyam  razor — all  right  bum  by." 

*^  You  wish  me  to  believe,  then^  that  you  would 
willingly  return  to  Madame  Brienot,  if  such  a 
thing  oould  possibly  be  effected?'^  said  Hamil- 
ton. 

'^  £es,  massa,  'spose  possib  for  infected  !'*  re- 
turned the  black.  .^  But  mo  knqw  b^  wdl  not 
possib ;  massa  Earwig  no  for  let  em  go— dat  one 
ting;  'pose  let  em  go,  dem  blaack  rascal  cut  em 
troat^-dat  two  ting ;  'pose  blaack  rascal  no  cut  em 
troaty  dem  Frencemen  chop  him  head  off— dat  tree 
ting  1  and  Madame  Bumoh  go  kingom  come  in  a 
guUemteen !  No,  no,  Monsieur  Ami,  you  Anglioe- 
man  now,  and  under  proper  flag !  Madame  Bumoh 
get  away— go  to  France,  we  get  away— go  to 
France  too." 

There  was  certainly  policy  in  Quaco's  ar- 
rangement—at least,  so  Hamilton  thou^t;  but 


i 


f  hi  the  host. 

without  ToBs  of  tiiii( 
master  were  again  k] 
"  WeU,  old  coast 
mate;  "  they  tell  me 
thia  cout — do  you  la 
•*  Do  me  know  de 
wig?"  answered  the  ni 
well,  tankee." 

"And  do  yon  tUi 
bringing  any  thing 
stand  in  f"  nid  the  m 
"  Em  not  know  dal 
the  Uack,  dubioiuly 
noting  to  bring  out  I 
no  habee !" 

"  Well,  that's  nim 
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way  in  and  out  again^  old  Ebony  P---that'ft  all  I 

want  to  know  now." 

^^  Ees,  massa  Earwig — me  'teer  de  'oooner  troa 

moquito  eye,"  answered  Quaco.   '^  But  hab  battery 

and  long  gun  dere,  and  'pose  em  bit  da  ^cooner  Y* 

he  began  singing— 

"  Me  lose  me  boot, 
In  a  pilot  boat ! 

massa  Earwig  I '^ 

*^  Clap  a  stopper  on  your  muzzle^  old  man,"  sakl 
Johnson ;  who  was  apprehensive  the  negro  would 
excite  the  irritability  of  the  master's  rnate^  and  pro- 
bably get  a  blow.  ^<  If  you're  sartin  you  can  carry 
the  schooner  in,  why  that's  all  about  it — ^leave  the 
fighting  to  Muster  Herrick !" 

^^  But  em  twenty-*four  pounder  neber  ax  who  he 
kill,"  argued  Quaco.  ^^Tose  him  no  hit  massa  Ear- 
wig or  massa  Johnson — Garamerde !  he  hit  me,  and 
den  wharra  me  do  for  go  dead  P" 

'^  The  fellow's  a  coward  !"  exclaimed  the  master's 
mate,  with  contempt :  ^4t  ud  hardly  be  safe  to  trust 
him,  Johnson  ?^ 

^<  I'm  thinking  its  ounly  his  way  o'  letting  on  you 
know  that  there's  batteries  in  the  neigfabourwood," 
said  the  coxswain ;  ^  for  arter  all.  Muster  Horridc, 


i 


de  rock." 

"  Out  o'  that,  ye  bli 
masterVmate  in  a  n 
Quaco,  which  the  latl 
alighted  unartly  on  tl 
didn't  mean  to  hit  you 
«  but  if  that  ould  imp 
nal  plotJKMt,  m  mall 
into  a  hotter  place  thi 

"  Many  tankee,  aaai 
nhig  at  a  distance. 
Tang  too.    Xem  mini 
noder  hurricane,  and 

Jaquemel  was  a  u 
the  rewHt  of  piirateer 
ceakd,  aDdstercryof 
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the  French  town.JPort-aii-Prince— Cbou^  the  for* 
mer  was  the  favourite,  as  the  inerchants  there  gave 
the  beat  price. 

It  was  a  regular  West  Iiulia  day — the  sun  poured 
down  his  burning  rays  without  a  cloud  to  intervene 
and  lessen  their  intensity — there  was  scarcely  a 
breath  of  wind,  and  the  schooner  and  the  sloop  were 
borne  along  unresistingly  by  the  current.  Hamilton 
called  to  remembrance  many  of  the  mountains  he 
had  seal  from  the  Solitaire,  and  they  revived  recol- 
lections of  past  enjoyments,  whilst  his  heart  swelled 
with  grateful  emotions  for  the  many  acts  of  kind* 
nesshe  had  received  from  his  generous  beaefactress. 
From  this  contemplation  his  mind  reverted  to  ear* 
lier  years,  for  since  the  tkae  of  his  first  oommuni- 
caticm  with  Quaco  he  had  made  it  a  oHistant  practice 
to  tax  his  memory  with  all  the  occurrences  of  his 
infiEuitile  days,  that  were  yet  treasured  in  their  mys- 
tic veil,  and  by  frequently  converdng  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  give  them  the  utmost  consistency  that  it 
was  poflfiihie  to  obtain. 

The  countenance,  the  manners,  and  the  mode  of 
speech  of  the  old  gentleman,  who  was  accustomed  to 
stroke  his  head  and  speak  encouragingly  as  he  pre^ 
sented  him  with  cakes—- these  he  had  never  forgotten 


and  Neptune,  with  other 
confused  prDmisciiouBOess  t 
Names  too,  except  those  ol 
and  Neptune,  were  alike  i 
Madame  Brieoot  rememberE 
"Blue Bob,"  yet  it  made 
those  items  of  knowledge  I 
some  future  occasion,  to  uo 
was. 

And  now,  as  he  sat  on  t 
to  link  and  connect  events  ai 
heart  sickened  and  his  s[»ri 
true  that  Madame  Brienot 
mother,  nor  had  he  enji^re 
of  witnesaiog  theendearment 
and  filial  affection ;  but  there 
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never  quenched — a  still  small  voice  was  ever  whis- 
pering to  him — there  was  at  all  times  an  ardent 
longing  to  behold  the  face  of  his  parents — an  ear* 
nest  craving  for  some  acknowledged  tie,  some  recog- 
nised bond,  to  unite  him  to  relatives  and  kindred. 
Arduous  were  the  struggles  in  his  breast  as  to  his 
future  course,  and  keen  was  his  agony  as  the  impro- 
bability of  his  being  allowed  to  land,  grew  stronger 
and  stronger  into  conviction,  and  he  pictured  to 
himself  the  distress  of  Madame  Brienot  when  dis- 
appointed relative  to  his  coming.  He  was  as  yet 
unacquainted  with  the  intention  of  the  master's-mate 
to  send  the  wounded  ashore  at  Jaquemel,  and  there- 
fore not  aware  that  either  himself  or  Quaco  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  intelligence 
to  the  widow;  but  not  so  the  black,  for  Quaco 
discovered  two  or  three  negroes  amongst  the  suf- 
ferers, with  whom  he  claimed  an  intimacy,  and 
promised  his  assistance  to  procure  their  liberation, 
provided  they  would  send  to  Port-au-Prince,  and 
inform  his  mistress  of  the  predicament  in  which 
Hamilton  and  himself  were  placed.  Of  course, 
the  promise  to  exert  himself  for  their  liberation  was 
a  mere  rtMe  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  request, 
but  he  also  gave  them  a  stronger  incentive — the 

VOL.  III.  c 
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getting  it;  and  though  they  m 
the  parts  together,  yet  Madan 
derstand  that  her  old  steward  i 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  '. 
not  wish  his  mistress  to  learn 
under  British  colours. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

**  Ob !  that  a  man  should  put  an  enemy  in  his  mouth,  to 
steal  away  his  hrains." 

It  was  not  till  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon 
that  they  caught  any  thing  like  a  breeze,  and  then 
it  came  steady  and  strong,  and  the  schooner  flew 
through  the  smooth  water  with  the  velocity  of  a 
dolphin,  leaving  Hamilton  and  the  sloop  far  astern. 
But  by  this  time  the  seamen  had  indulged  so  fre- 
quently in  their  applications  to  the  rum,  that  many 
of  them  were  in  a  state  of  helpless  intoxication; 
nor  was  the  master'^s  mate  sober  enough  to  exercise 
a  sound  and  wholesome  discretion.  Of  the  whole 
party,  Johnson  and  the  marines  were  the  only  per- 
sons who  retained  their  faculties  unimpaired ;  and 
the  coxswain  and  the  corporal  were  fully  engaged 
in  keeping  the  prisoners  in  subjection,  as  well  as 
preventing  their  shipmates  exercising  an  uncon- 
trolled license  over  unarmed  men.  In  fact,  the 
liquor  had  deprived  them  of  self-government,  and 

eft 


arms  about  the  deck,  w 
stantly  seized  by  the  ca] 
used  for  the  purpose  of 
but  for  the  watchful  eye 
soldiers.  At  length  the 
and  B  sentry  placed  over 
to  shoot  the  first  that  sb< 
deck  without  permission 
Quaco  had  not  refrait 
was  certainly  not  ioelni 
liad  drank  served  rathe- 
his  faculties.  He  waa  see 
ing  with  and  soothing  t 
looking  at  the  blue  moi: 
dark  summits  against  th 
ing  sky — and  then  cast 
gaze  towards  the  sloop 
master.     Every  now  ar 
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ing  motions  of  the  master^s  mate.  *^  Haugh,  boy,^ 
said  he,  ^'  you  neber  sabby  when  me  go  England 
npder  time,  me  go  for  see  de  king  ;^  and  he  struck 

up— 

«  *  God  sbabe  em  Jarg^  de  king, 
Laang  lib  bim  nobber  kingf 

God  shabe  deking; 
Sen  bim  wiggytoryusi 
Naappy  an  golious, 
Laang  to  ran  ober  as ; 
God  shabe  de  king.' 

Dere  den,  yer  cucurber-shin  nigger,  you  no  hearee 
dat.  Nem  mind,  me  go  for  England  ^gain — dere 
plenny  pretty  white  gal,  no  care  for  me  hab  blaack 
face*  Ey,  den  me  lub  em  all  littlee  bit  so  much. 
Quaco  get  old  man  now.  Garamercie !  when  me 
young  fles  an  blood — dat  de  time! — all  em  blaack 
lady  come  for  make  lub  to  Quaco.^  Again  he 
sung  with  infinite  humour  the  following  elegant 
ditty  :— 

Miss  Celia  be  bot  slim  an  tall. 

An  she  look  like  a  mavrma  Wenus ; 
An  she  dance  wid  me  at  a  dignity  ball, 

Bat  dere  neber  be  noting  atween  us. 
Miss  Julie  she  tan  tiff  and  sleek, 

An  her  eye  shine  bright  like  a  dollar ; 
But  her  tongue,  Garamercie !  let  nobody  peak. 

And  she  beat  massa  parson  hollow. 


Id  k  white  bekber  I 
Ob !  she  Inolc  to  me  r 


Dere,  boy,  wliat  him  tin 
^hab  drop  more  wirie— - 
Earwig." 

"  No,  no,  Quaco,"  aii 
ill  an  under-tone,soaaiio 

around  him ;  •'  no,  no c 

must  just  get  you  to  take 
seir,  there's  Bill  Simmona 
from  the  south,  and  it  boi 
down  with  him  this  half 
ioberest  among  em.  If  tl 
— and  they  seems  inclinec 
shipmates  'ull  have  more  ^ 
Quaco,  Bill's  shoved  bis  1 
look  at  the  compass,  and  ft 


-    '1 
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withstanding  the  gripe  he  held  of  the  tiller,  it  had 
slipt  away  from  his  hands,  and  he  had  fallen  pro- 
strate. Quaco  readily  superseded  him,  and,  sensible 
of  the  hazardous  situation  they  were  in,  he  at  once 
determined  to  drink  no  more,  but  attend  with 
promptitude  to  his  steering.  "  Neber  fear,  Massa 
Johnson,"  said  he,  seriously ;  "  you  keep  em 
Frenceman  in  atween  deck,  me  take  care  'cooner 
no  go  crooked  course." 

"  There's  a  sowl !"  exclaimed  the  coxswain ;  "  I 
know'd  I  could  depend  upon  you."  He  then  stooped, 
and  laid  hold  of  the  fallen  man  to  drag  him  away. 
^*  HaUoo,  Bill,  rouse  and  bitt ;  how's  her  head— - 
eh .?" 

"  How's  her  head?"  hiccupped  the  drunken  man ; 
"  well,  then,  I'm  bless'd  if  I  can  tell  you,  unless 
you  howlds  a  lantern  over  the  bows  for  me  to  see 
by  ;  for  it's  been  so  dark  for  the  last  hour  I  am't 
never  seed  it  at  all." 

To  run  close  into  an  enemy's  port  in  such  a  state 
as  both  the  officers  and  the  men  were,  would  have 
been  unpardonable  rashness ;  but  still  what  was  to 
be  done  ?  There  they  were,  careering  on  with  a 
brisk  breeze,  and  the  beautiful  vessel  cleaving  the 
water,  as  it  rose  in  white  foam  beneath  her  fore- 


luujr  iDdkating  the  debu 
he  had  acquired;  and  t 
past  experience,  how  use 
suasion  or  remonstrance  t 
stubbornness,  or  as  it  wa 
clerk,  hi«  "  dictionary  mo 
the  master's  mate  induli 
cramp  words  he  could  m 
braiu,  without  the  stl^t 
appropriation. 

Had  Johnson  eudeavou 
ter*s  mate  from  running  in 
latter  more  determined  in 
had  he  thwarted  bis  de^ 
him  beyond  bounds;  and  hi 
futile  it  was  to  assume  tbi 
of  intoxicated  men,  who,  in 
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experiment  it  was  to  deprive  an  officer  of  his  au* 
thority,  even  in  self-preservation — a  thing  seldom 
or  ever  countenanced  by  superiors,  who,  in  the 
event  of  a  court-martial,  would  have  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment on  the  offender. 

Still,  to  run  recklessly  into  the  enemy's  mouth 
was  rather  more  than  Johnson's  usual  equanimity 
of  temper  could  endure.  He  felt  confident  that 
nothing  could  save  them  from  capture,  if  once 
beneath  the  guns  of  the  batteries  Quaco  had  men^ 
tioned ;  and  if  captured,  immediate  death,  or,  what 
was  worse,  lingering  out  a  few  days  in  a  wretched 
dungeon,  was  inevitable.  The  corporal  also  felt 
uneasy,  and  repeatedly  urged  the  coxswain  to  take 
the  charge  upon  himself;  but  the  latter  saw  the 
total  impracticability  of  the  thing,  and  was  fully 
sensible  that  they  would  have  quite  enough  to  do 
to  restrain  the  turbulence  of  the  prisoners,  and 
keep  them  from  making  an  attack,  instead  of  being 
divided  amongst  themselves,  and  giving  the  pri- 
vateer'8  men  an  easy  victory. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Johnson  had  recourse 
to  Quaco,  hoping  that  the  ^^  natral  inkstink  of  the 
nigger"  would  help  him  out  of  the  dilemma ;  and, 
therefore,  he  placed  himself  by  his  side,  and  in  a 


shove  her  nose  in  under  the  a 
why  you  know,  by  that  time, 
eobbius  mentus,  and  be  abl 
duty  ;  and  if  he  won't  agree 
boy,  you  must  ^ve  up  charge 
Now  Quaco  required  no  in 
the  difficulty  they  wne  likely 
had  he  been  differently  situati 
he  would  have  increased  rathi 
so  that  he  might  obtain  a  bet 
adiore.  But  he  had  been  rev 
in  his  own  mind,  and  appre 
hazard  determined  him ;  the 
under  the  British  flag  at  the 
and  privateer,  could  not  be  go 
that,  such  was  the  hatred  c 
anything  English,  nothing  < 
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diately  on  his  landing.  There  was  also  another 
thing  to  prompt  his  decision,  and,  to  do  him  justice, 
it  must  be  stated  that  it  had  a  powerful  influence 
in  directing  his  future  course,  and  that  was  young 
Hamilton. 

^*  A  negro  has  a  soul,  an^t  please  yer  honor,*'  said 
Corporal  Trim  to  my  Uncle  Toby  ;  and  certain  it 
is  that  Quaco  not  only  had  a  soul,  but  also  from 
that  soul  emanated  warm  affections  towards  his 
young  master ;  and,  having  once  more  found  him, 
he  felt  no  inclination  to  part  again,  although  a 
suspicion  now  and  then  crossed  his  mind  that  the 
sloop,  which  was  a  considerable  distance  astern, 
would  soon  change  masters.  This  was  grounded 
on  the  expectation  that  the  two  men  in  charge 
would  get  drunk  as  their  shipmates  had  done,  and 
then  Hamilton  and  the  French  crew  would  over- 
power them,  retake  the  vessel,  and  stand  in  direct 
for  the  land,  so  as  to  run  her  ashore. 

^^  Well,  Quaco,  will  you  do  it  ?''  urged  Johnson, 
after  he  had  given  the  negro  a  few  minutes  to  con- 
sider the  proposition. 

^^  Tan,  Massa  Johnson,  littlee  bit,"  said  the  black 
complacently  ;  **  no  use  do  anyting  while  Vm  grog 
aboard.     You  no  see  *em,  Massa  Earwig,  walk  all 
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same  one  craab — ebery  body  but  sodger  crankf  de 
coup,  Whan-a,  den?  tell  him  corporal  roll  vm  caax, 
bung  down,  rum  go,  debbil  drink  go — bery  good. 
Now,  hearee,  you  please," 

"  Mind  your  helm,  you  black  scorpion  !  do  yait 
hear?"  shouted  the  master's  mate,  from  boldii^ 
on  by  the  main-shrouds.  "  You'll  get  fuDi-fum 
presently," 

"  Me  hearee,  Mossa  Earwig,"  resi>ondetl  the 
negro,  in  perfect  good-humour ;  '■'  you  no  see  ute 
'teer  de  *cooner  good." 

"  Steer  her  magnificently,  you  thunder-cloud  f* 
hiccupped  the  master's  mate ;  "  and  don't  have  anj 
ambigerousness  about  it,  nor  get  perambulatory  in 
the  gammon  yer  pitching  into  ouU  Johnson's  rare- 
factions," 

"  Ky  what  he  call  me  names  for,  Massa  Earwig !" 
exclaimed  the  black ;  "  me  neber  bunibletory  fac- 
tion for  'fend  you,  saar  !" 

"  Howld  yer  spasmology,  yer  cantankerous  ink- 
bottle,"  said  the  mate,  "  and  don't  presume  to 
overhaul  yer  discoursation  with  an  officer  in  his 
Majesty's  sarvice  of  my  long  standing  and  axpc- 
rience,  and  you  no  better  than  a  liomagciiblv 
animal." 
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<<Tan  littlee  bit  you  please,  Massa  Earwig,^' 
said  Quaco ;  ^^  ^cooner  run  too  fast ;  ^top  till  he 
oome  dark  night  for  run  in — me  no  sabby  de  land 
by  de  daylight.'' 

"  He'^U  hardly  hoist  that  in,''  whispered  the  cox- 
swain to  the  negro,  and  then  speaking  out  himself 
— ^^  Muster  Herrick,  Quaco  says  that  about  mid- 
night 'uU  be  the  best  time  to  run  in,  and  we  shan't 
be  suspected  by  the  craft  as  we've  got  to  bring 
out ;  and  then  there's  the  sloop  a  long  way  astam. 
So,  with  all  due  humblification,  I  thinks  as  soon 
as  it  gets  a  little  darker  we  had  better  heave-to 
for  a  couple  of  hours." 

*^  Oh,  that's  the  luckybration  you've  come  to  is 
it  ?"  inquired  Herrick,  staggering  towards  them ; 
^^  then  I  tell  you  well  not  have  no  such  traverse 
worked  when  I  command  !  Keep  her  her  course 
yer  lump  of  jet,  and  leave  it  to  my  conflagetation 
to  manage  the  rest." 

<<  But,  Massa  Earwig,  it  no  possib  for  me  take 
charge  o'  de  'cooner  for  run  in  till  bery  dark,"  re- 
monstrated Quaco. 

"  And  why  not  ?  isn't  it  superwenient  to  see  your 
way,  rather  than  be  digging  for  daylight  with  your 
jib-boom  in  the  bush  ?'^  argued  the  master^s  mate. 


38  lUUILTON   KIXG.  ^ 

"  Well,  Mawa  Earwig,  ebery  genelman  tink  b 
aonKut  for  h«sef,'*  pleaded  Qiiaco,  lufling  ifae  vessel 
more  off  tlu^  shore;  "  me  blaak  xnan  see  man 
better  in  de  dark." 

During  thb  short  dialogue  Jobosnn  had  vrjtli- 
drawQ  from  the  quarter-deck  to  seek  the  corporal, 
to  whom  he  entriisted  (he  operalioo  of  bJuiDf  tbe 
liquor-cask  hung  dowovards,  and  it  was  not  bxw 
before  it  was  accomplished ;  whilst,  Quaco  (leclAiing 
he  would  not  take  charge  unless  the  rante  waited 
a  couple  of  hours,  the  officer,  drunk  as  he  was,  had 
yet  sense  enough  left  to  yield  the  point,  tuid  I 
schooner  was  brought  to  the  wind. 

In  the  mean  time  the  twu  men,  left  with    '. 
milton  in  the  sloop,  very  furtunately  for  them  I 
nothing  of  an  intoxicating   quality  aboard,  i 
consequently,  remained  perfectly  sober.    The  yoi 
freely  conversed  with  them,  and  nothing  t 
to  disturb  their  tranquillity.  The  breeze  freslie 
and  they  joined  the  schooner  that  was  lyin^tu  f 
tliem  to  come  up,  and  Quaco  was  delighted  to  fin 
that  his  young  master  was  safe  and  still  in  c 
pany. 

Mr.  Herrick  had  seated  himself  on  a  sail  near  tl 
coinpamon  and  fallen  asleep,  as  were  also  t 
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the  men,  and  Johnson  with  the  marines,  and  two  or 
three  seamen,  who  had  partially  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  inebriation,  were  vigilantly  engaged  in 
watching  over  tlie  prisoners.     It  was  somewhere 
about  four  bells  in  the  first  watch,  that  Quaco  ob- 
tained Johnson^s  sanction  to  take  the  schooner's 
punt  and  board   the  sloop   to  see  ^^  him  young 
roassa.**'    This  he  accomplished  witliout  aid,  as  the 
vessels  were  close  together ;  and  both  were  much 
gratified  at  the  interview.     The  negro  assured  Ha^ 
milton  of  the  utter  hopelessness  of  his  expectations 
to  get  on  shore,  and  seriously  advised  him  to  sub- 
mit with  a  good  grace,  now  he  was  under  the  flag 
of  his  proper  country ;  for  there  was  no  telling  what 
the  master^s  mate  might  report  to  the  captain  of  the 
Glasso*wisky,  who  was  a   strange  sort  of  being. 
The  youth  saw  the  justice  of  Quaco*8  reasoning, 
but,  still  desirous  of  further  information,  he  pre- 
vailed upon  his  black  friend  to  scull  him  to  the 
schooner,  so  that  he  might  hold  some  converse  with 
the  coxswain  on  the  subject. 

*^  I  tell  you  what  it  is,  young  genelman,^  said 
the  veteran,  as  soon  as  he  had  heard  the  youth's 
statement,  ^^the  black  fellow's  right  in  what  he 
says;  not  that  I^m  thinking  his  knowledge  o'  things 


fiaoce ;  they  comes  into  tbe 
and  so  natur  takes  'em  inb 
scHneut  like  that  of  a  parish 
got  any  gumption  in  'em 
thing  off-hand,  and,  being  w 
they  works  their  travenes  \q 
Herrick,  won't  let  you  go  m 

'*  I'll  see  him  ■'■  ■  first !" 
alluded  to,  who  had  just  t 
slumber,  and  caught  tbe  1 
swain's  address.  But  he  si 
two  or  thtee  restless  shifiiiij 
composed  himself  to  sleep. 

"  Him,  Massa  Earwig,  I 
ear  open,*"  uttered  Quaco,  in 
seer  nap  dat,"  and  the  n^^ 

"    ArtA    nniv     Oliam.'"  Mlif] 
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the  divel  himself  to  get  a  tooth-full  o^  stuff.  As 
for  you,  young  genelman,  if  you'll  take  the  advice 
of  an  ould  tar,  it*8  just  to  make  yourself  useful  in 
any  way  as  you  can.  You  says  you  believe  you 
hail  from  ould  England ;  now,  if  so  be  as  that  *ere*8 
the  case,  why  in  course  it  stands  in  the  natVal  con- 
sequences o'  things  that  you*re  an  Englishman  ! 
and  what  Englishman,  but  an  infamal  traitor, 
would  lift  a  cutlash  or  point  a  gun  again  his  coun* 
trymen  ?"— 

^^  But  Fm  not  positive  as  to  what  nation  I  be- 
long,^' argued  Hamilton  ;  ^*  and  even  if  England 
is  my  native  land,  I  have  been  so  many  years  away 
from  it  as  to  become  somewhat  naturalized  to  the 
one  which  has  adopted  me.*^ 

<* Naturalized!*'  exclaimed  the  old  tar,  indig- 
nantly ;  *^  what,  a  right  amest  born^d  Englishman 
be  transmogrified  into  a  nat'ralized  Crapoo  ?'*  He 
turned  his  quid,  ejected  the  juice  from  his  mouth, 
and  then  contemptuously  uttered  the  word  ^^  Gam- 
mon.'* 

^^  Excuse  my  interfering,  young  man,"  said  the 
corporal  of  marines,  *^  but  may  I  be  allowed  to  ask 
whether  the  lady  who  adopted  you  is  a  royalist  or 
a  republican  in  principles — does  she  side  with  the 
Jacobins,  or  remain  true  to  the  Bourbons  ?** 


French,  if  you  hold  the  mn 

factress,  you  must  be  aensib 
are  tttill  the  allies  of  Englam 
poral;  "and,  therefore,  you 
lot  in  the  matter  with  the  repi 
at  Port-au-Prince.  They  u 
the  British  and  the  royalist 
now  united  in  one  common  bo 
position  with  us  is  by  no  n 
you  choose  to  render  it  bo  b; 
Jacobin." 

'*  Garamercie !  hear  'em,  ( 
claimed  Quaco,  in  admin 
changing  bis  tone,  he  add 
Massa  Corporal,  me  tink  o*  6i 
man-of-war  noder  time."" 

The  argument  of  the  C(«p 
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prisoners  was  well  known  to  him,  for  he  had  on 
some  former  occasion  treated  the  man  with  great 
kindness,  and  to  him  he  especially  entrusted  a  mes- 
sage to  his  benefactress,  urging  her  to  try  and  get 
to  the  Spanish  capital,  San  Domingo,  and  from 
thenoe  to  cross  to  Porto  Rico,  where  Captain  Wise 
would  cheerfully  aiFord  her  a  passage  to  tlie  United 
States,  and  afterwards  she  might  proceed  to 
England  or  France,  as  suited  best  with  her  own 
wishes. 

The  schooner  was  now  drawing  well  in  with  the 
land,  which  frowned  loftily  above  her,  the  dark 
summits  being  boldly  traced  against  the  intense 
blue  sky  of  midnight  studded  witli  myriads  of 
gems.  *^  Sail,  oh !"  sung  out  one  of  the  seamen, 
and  a  large  ship  was  distinctly  seen  on  the  weather 
quarter,  standing  on  in  nearly  the  same  course  as 
themselves ;  but,  owing  to  the  schooner  being  more 
in  shore,  she  was  not  visible  to  the  ship.  Johnson 
handled  the  glass  with  intense  attention,  and  then, 
without  saying  a  word,  he  passed  it  to  Quaco,  who 
gave  a  short  glance,  and  quietly  returned  it. 

^^  And  what  do  you  make  of  her,  ould  nigger- 
head  ?"  inquired  the  coxswain  <^  Is  she  a  ship,  or 
a  brig,  or  a  hurricane  house  ?*' 


humour. 

"  Em  no  Glasso'wL 
merrily  ;  "  em  plenu 
sugar  ao  cofTee.^ 

"  Aye,  aye,  my  boy 
man,  mayhap,"  said  t 
to  make  a  run  of  it 
maybe,  a  Yankee  tradi 

"  Is  she  barque-rig 
gerly  ;  «  will  you  alio 
It  may  be  the  Ebene« 

"  Him  no  Heabyn 
■aid  Quaco,  as  he  alta 
as  to  close  with  the  >tn 

"  What  is  she  tha 
Johnson  with  assumei 
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the  coxswain ;  **  she's  a  Jemakermun,  and  as  pretty 
a  recapture  as  we  could  wish  for.  But  where's  the 
fellow  as  took  him  ? — Muster  Herrick  !"  shouted 
he,  shaking  the  master*s  mate  roughly  by  the 
collar — "  Muster  Herrick,  here^s  a  good  prize  for 
us,  sir.'*  But  Mr.  Herrick  did  not  arouse  till  after 
repeated  shakings,  and  then  he  was  more  than  half 
stupid.  *^  Here*s  an  enemy  in  sight,  sir  I**  urged 
Johnson. 

"  D —  the  enemy !"  grumbled  the  master's  mate ; 
*^  let  me  have  my  snooze  out,  and  call  me  when 
we're  alongside  of  him." 

Johnson  troubled  him  no  further,  but  immedi- 
ately bustled  about  amongst  the  men  to  ascertain 
in  what  condition  they  were  for  a  bit  of  fighting,  if 
it  should  be  found  necessary  to  engage.  Numbers 
of  them  were  recovering,  but  enervated  by  debauch 
and  quarrelling,  as  each  attributed  to  the  others 
the  capsizing  of  the  rum-cask.  He  got  together  ten, 
with  the  marines,  and  he  determined  to  take  the 
pinnace  and  lay  her  right  in  the  ship^s  track,  so  as 
to  board  them  unawares.  But,  first  of  all,  he 
secured  the  prisoners  below,  and  clapped  the  hatches 
over  them.  Then  once  more  rousing  the  master^s 
mate,  he  tried  to  make  him  understand  his  position; 


man  by  stratagem. — "And 

said  Johnson,  addressing 
we've  no  officer,  and  you 
sort  of  no  man's  fadiion  i 
why,  if  you  likes  to  take  c 
party,  there's  not  n<»e  on 
the  white  of  yer  eye ;'  and 
for  you  when  you  gets  m 
in  the  Glasso'wisky.  Ai 
want  a  friend  in  ould  Jdv 
to  it?" 

«IdiouldindeedbeuD| 
ancerdy  thank  you  for  j 
Hamilton. 

"  Gammon !"  ejaculata 
liariy  exprewave  emphans 
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tered  the  coxswain ;  "  catch  a  weasel  asleep,  if  you 
can.     But  bear  a  hand.'*' 

"  Em  all  ready  for  go,^  exclaimed  Quaco,  pre- 
senting Hamilton  with  a  brace  of  pistols  and  a  cut- 
lass ;  *^  you  neber  see  him  fight  de  debil  noder  time 
up  dere  ;'*'  and  the  negro  pointed  to  the  mountains 
with  his  chin.  "  We  all  ready  now,  Massa  John- 
son." 

**  No,  no,  Quaco— you  must  slop  on  board  the 
schooner  with  one  of  the  jollies,''  directed  the  cox- 
swain ;  ^^  the  craft  mustn't  be  left  to  the  marcy 
of  Providence.  Rouse  the  men  out  as  well  as  you're 
able ;  dose  the  ship  as  soon  as  you  can ;  and  if  we 
gets  possession,  the  young  genelman  uU  shew  two 
lights,  <Mie  over  the  other.  Now,  if  you  don*t  see 
them,  I'll  fire  a  couple  of  muskets  from  the  boat,  and 
you  must  come  and  pick  us  up — hear*ee,  boy  ?** 

**  Ees,  Massa  Johnson,  me  hear  em,''  answered 
the  black,  with  well-affected  chagrin ;  for  he  did 
not  altogether  like  the  hazard  of  going,  and  consi- 
dered himself  safest  in  the  schooner.  *^  But  'pote 
him,  Massa  Earwig,  fpr  trouble  me  ?" 

The  coxswain  assured  him  that  he  could  meet 
with  no  interruption  from  Herrick,  who  was  in  a 
state  of  imbecility ;  and  after  some  further  instruc- 


honesty  and  benevolence  m 
versation  was  carried  on  in  i 
silence  was obsened ;  and  t} 
fled  from  the  first,  the  boat  I 
it  attained  the  preciBe  qiot  I 
tised  eye  informed  him  the 
very  near  to. 

"  You,  jollies,"  said  th 
most  of  the  cutting  and  Id 
y<iur  reckoning  the  possibf 
Jones  and  Transom,  must 
moment  you  have  orders, 
stick  I>y  this  young  genria 
youll  find  me  as  close  in  hi 
Other  orders  were  given,  ■ 
obedience. 

Tho  n&rtv  in  the  pinnai 
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out  the  schooner,  even  if  any  one  on  board  had 
seen  her;  for  she  stood  boldly  on,  the  pinnace 
laying  right  ahead  of  her,  just  steadied  with  steer- 
age-way by  the  oars.  At  length  the  wash  of  waters 
was  heard  under  her  bows  ;  and  ^'  Stand  by,  my 
men  T  uttered  Hamilton,  prompted  by  old  John* 
son.  The  response,  "  Ay,  ay,  sir — all  ready  !'' 
bad  scarcely  been  uttered ;  the  pinnace  was  holding 
her  own,  so  as  not  to  make  any  shock  in  going  along- 
side; no  hail  had  been  heard;  not  a  m>u1  was  to 
be  seen — when  the  bowmen  caught  hold  of  the  lee 
fore-sheet,  and  in  a  few  seconds  every  soul  had  made 
good  his  footing  in  either  the  main  or  the  fore* 
channels,  wholly  unperceived.  Indeed,  except  the 
helmsman  and  one  individual  walking  the  deck,  no 
other  person  was  visible. 

**  Now  then,  young  genelman,  take  the  lead,* 
whispered  Johnson  to  Hamilton ;  *^  1^11  be  close 
aboard  of  you.  DonH  fire  unless  there's  ri^t  amest 
occasion  for  it ;  but  just  capsize  that  ere  chap  as  is 
walking  the  deck,  and  then  ax  him  civilly  where  he 
comes  from.  Now  shout  *AwayP  and  you'll  see 
some  fim." 

**  Away,  my  lads — away!**  shouted  Hamilton 
sprinjpng  through  the  port  on  to  the  quarter-deck, 

VOL.  III.  D 


swvnuiwi,  WDB  aiiere 
R-siBUnce.  The  wami 
formed  their  part  of  th 
minutes,  without  the  8 
theae  fortunate  youthi 
of  nearly  four  hutxired 
by  a  French  man-of-wi 
to  the  English  as  a  gv 
the  hands  uf  a  frigate 
could  not  escape 

The  prize-crew,  «ghi 
for  the6laB8o'wtsky''8, 1 
sleeping  as  they  were, 
three  below,  the  conqtiei 
most  ease.  They  also  ] 
on  board,  who  of  course 
their  rescue.     They  atat< 
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.boat^s  crewy  th^  found  themselves  prisooei^  and 
the  ship  became  an  easy  prise.  The  brig  w^  still 
out  upon  her  cruise,  expecting  a  few  more  laden  ves- 
sels, when  she  proposed  running  in  again  for  b^r  peo- 
ple. To  Johnson^s  surprise,  they  had  seen  nothing 
of  the  GlassoVisky,  so  as  to  recognize  her;  but,  in 
the  rooming  part  of  the  day,  they  had  discovered  a 
ship  in  chase  of  a  suspicious-looking  vessel  stapding 
to  the  north-west. 

'^  Order  two  lights  in  the  main  rigging  parpendi- 
cularly,  if  you  please,**  whispered  Johnson  to  Ha- 
milton; ^^  that^s  the  signal,  you'll  bear  in  mind, 
as  was  to  bring  the  schooner  down  to  us.^ 

*y  Two  lanterns,  one  over  the  other,  in  the  star- 
board main-rigging  P  shouted  HamiltcHi ;  and  im- 
mediately the  men  belonging  to  the  sliip,  one^  of 
whom  was  the  second  mate,  hastened  to  obey  the 
joommand.  But,  before  the  lights  were  displayed, 
the  flashes  of  musketry  were  seen  and  the  reporjts 
came  smartly  upon  the  ear,  so  as  to  shew  :t)|ttt 
the  privateer  was  at  no  great  distance.  -:  <  ^ 

.^  Ay,  I  thought  as  much,*'  uttered  Jobnsoii; 
'*.  theyVe  got  to  loggerheads  in  the  schooner,  ^pd 
now  some  on  em  *ull  pay  for  getting  dnupk*  Wii^^ 
it*S(na  fault  of  ourq ;  thei«'s  Musler  H^^nri^k  j^id 

D  ft 


iHrthing  will  occur  to  in 
really  think  the  Frenchir 

"  We  shall  know  betb 
man,*'  reeponded  the  ctnr 
to  a  proper  8en§e  of  hii  d\ 
the  boat,  Muster , 

"  Ami,  or  Hamilton  B: 
with  quickness  ;  and  thi 
louder  strain,  '*  Away,  1 

"  Sing  out,'  Man  the  p 
said  JtJinson,  in  a  low  to 
"  wc  must  shove  off,  and 
arter." 

Hamilton  complied — tl 
and  taking  four  of  the  ] 
■nd  lasbing  the  other  fon 

Hiimi.    In    the    Tinn-Wilta 
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wefealongttde ;  and  thig  time  Hamilton  did  pot  ^idt 
to  be  .told  to  take  the  lead — ^for,  springing  into  the 
main-chains  as  soon  as  the  boat  toudied,  be  shouted 
^JPoUow  me  !*'  and  climbing  over  thebulwcrk,  was 
instantly  on  the  quarter-deck.  At  first,  he  could 
scarcdj  distinguish  firiend  from  foe ;  but  the  voice 
of.Quaco,  exclaiming,.  ^*Yer  haangman  ooquinT 
directed  him  towards  the  spot,  where  hi^  black  friepd 
had  £iUen  beneath  a  heavy  blow  from  a  haiKfapike, 
which  his  opponent  was  preparing  to  repeat,  when 
a  ball  from  the  youth^a  pistol  averted  the  aim,  and 
the  n^ro  was  saved.  A  smart  hand-to-hand  con* 
test  ensued;  but  the  prowess  of  theBritish  prevailed, 
and  the  enemy  again  subdued,  though  not  till  four 
of  the  mao-of-war^s  men  had  yielded  up  their  spirit 
r-^md  this  in  a  literal  sense,  for  they  had  drank  so 
much  rum  as  to  render  them  but  little  else.  Quaco 
and  the  others  were  severely  though  not  dangerously 
WiHinded  As  for  Herrick,  he  laid  much  in  the  posi- 
tion, in  which  he  had  been  left,  but  was  now — ^a 
ct^rppe! 

It  appeared  that,  shortly  after  the  departure  of 
the  pinnace,  a  quarrel  occurred  between  two  of  thf 
seamen  left  bdiind,  relative  to  a  small  quantity  io$ 
spirits,  which  oneof  them  had  been  polid  was  secreted 


atrated  agsinst  the  ren 
kick  and  a  cuff  were  tl 
and  he  again  took  his  : 
his  temporary  absence, 
prisoners  had  contrive 
fade  of  the  master's  du 
Iieneath  the  Bail,ao  that 
The  two  men  who  had 
ehes  and  went  down  Ix 
thately  seized  by  the  p 
ascend,  but  were  beat 
Quacoonce  more  quitto 
the  master's  mate,  bei 
side,  and  with  one  stn 
him  of  existence.  He  tc 
him,  but,  on  lifting  hir 
the  head  of  the  nnfnrtun 
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only  two  who  were  left  alive,  and  now  were  obsti- 
nately  disputing  the  passage  of  the  hatchway. 
They  had  discharged  their  fire*arms  with  fatal  pre- 
cision; but  the  prisoners,  knovdng  that  there  were 
only  three  left  to  contend  against,  persisted  in  the 
attack ;  and  this  number  was  reduced  to  two,  by 
one  of  the  British,  who  had  not  yet  recovered  from 
the  giddiness  of  intoxication,  stumbling  over  the 
combing  and  falling  down  amongst  them,  where  he 
was  at  once  sacrificed.  This  accident,  however,  en- 
abled Quaco  and  his  assistant  to  clap  the  hatch  over^ 
though  not  to  secure  it ;  for  it  was  shortly  after- 
wards forced  off  again,  and  the  Frenchmen,  having 
possessed  themselves  of  the  dead  man^s  weapons, 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  deck:  but  the  incident 
had  lengthened  out  the  time ;  and  it  was  at  the 
very  moment  when  Quaco  and  his  companion  were 
on  the  point  of  losing  their  lives,  that  the  pinnace 
returned  and  rescued  them  from  death. 

^^  And  now.  Muster  Brineoh,"  said  Johnson,  ^*al* 
though  in  good  right,  and  according  to  hatikit,  the 
command  dewolves  on  me — yet,  young  genelman, 
I^m  an  ould  man  as  'uU  soon  be  hove  down  for  a  full 
due;  Tve  neither  ould  ooman,  chick,  norchild-^ 


tuhwd  Hamilttm ;  '• 

to  the  service,  and  p 
obey  me." 

"  Never  you   fear 

"  Am^t  I  alon^de 

being  in  the  sarvice, 

if  you  continue  Iong« 

*  young  genelman  ia 

rope-yam— or  elae,  ni 

«poat  a  good  quarter 

Herricit  a  mate.    Now, 

to  blow  your  nose  and 

'ull  rate  you  midshipm 

likes  to  be  Altered  oo  tl 

other  things  just  now 

Launch  the  dead  overk 

wounded   into  ih<>   .... 
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hardly  fetch  any  thing,  and  two  hands  will  not  be 
sufficient  to  work  her,  whilst  we  shall  want,  more 
Ibr  the  ship."* 

i'  I  am*t  overfond  o'  working  traverses,  young 
genelman,^  uttered  Johnson ;  ^^  why  Gan*t  you  say 
at  once  that  the  skipper  has  behaved  well  to  you^ 
and  you  want  to  set  him  at  liberty  ?  It  *ud  do  you 
no  discredit.^ 

**Well,  my  good  friend,  you  certainly  have 
judged  correctly  of  my  real  feelings,"  assented  Ha- 
milton ;  <<  and  if  you  see  no  impropriety  in  it,  I 
would  put  the  wounded  in  her,  and  send  her  away 
with  her  own  people  to  navigate  her ;  and  as  the 
fewer  prisoners  we  have,  the  less  there  will  be  to 
trouble  us,  I  would  also  free  the  Frenchmen  we 
captured  in  the  ship.  As  for  the  rest,  I'd  keep  them 
aboard  to  go  aloft.'^ 

^  It  canH  be  done  not  yet,^  replied  the  coxswain  ; 
^'  for,  to  my  thinking.  Muster  Brineoh,  as  the 
French  brig  is  still  at  sea,  we  may  chance  to  fall  in 
with  another  recaptur.  As  for  going  into  Jacky- 
moll,  that's  all  up  now ;  we  must  dodge  about  a 
little  while,  and  then  look  for  the  Glasso^wisky. 
No,  no — let  the  wounded  have  the  small  boats,  and 
aend  who  you  please  to  pull  em  ashore.'' 

The  dead  were  committed  to  their  ocean-grave, 
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the  captain  that  he  would  himself  see  Madanie 
Brienot,  and,  having  explained  every  thing  to  her, 
would  use  his  best  endeavours  to  get  the  widow 
across  the  island.  The  remainder  of  the  prisoners 
were  put  on  board,  and  she  was  soon  left  in  the 
darkness  far  astern. 

Rum  had  again  become  abundant  from  the  West- 
Indiaman ;  but  Hamilton,  by  Johnson^s  advice, 
reasoned  with  the  men  on  the  folly  of  risking  their 
lives  by  intoxication,  which,  though  it  did  not  en- 
tirely cause  them  to  refrain  from  the  liquor,  yet 
prevented  that  excess  which  had  before  been  in- 
dulged in  ;  and  the  force  of  example  in  the  ofBcer 
now  predominating  the  other  way,  also  held  a  power- 
ful check  upon  the  baneful  propensity^  There  was 
no  immediate  enemy  to  apprehend,  and  the  men 
slept  soundly  and  securely,  as  the  vessels  made  good 
a  steady  progress. 


i 


60  HAMILTON  KING. 


CHAPTER  III. 

'*  C'est  In  fortune  de  pfuerre.** 

Daylight  again  broke  upon  the  schooner,  as, 
still  with  a  fine  southerly  breese,  she  rattled  along 
with  her  recapture  in  company.  They  were  now 
abreast  of  Point  d'Abacou,  and  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  shore;  to  windward  of  them  appeared  a 
large  ship  in  chase  of  a  brig,  and  two  minutes^  acni- 
tiny  through  the  glass  assured  Johnson  that  one  was 
the  Glasso'wisky,  and  the  other  he  suspected  was 
the  Frenchman  that  had  captured  the  West-India- 
man.  They  were  running  in  for  the  land  with  the 
wind  on  their  starboard  quarter,  and  were  broad 
away  on  Le  Serpent's  weather  bow.  Old  Johnson 
stood  considering  for  a  minute  or  two  before  be 
spoke;  he  first  looked  at  the  approaching  vcsocK 
then  scanned  his  eye  along  the  coasty  and,  u  Ha- 
milton approached  him,  he  observed — 

*^  There's  more  work  cut  out  fiir  us,  Muater  Bri- 
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neoh ;  we  shall  want  the  long  gun  and  some  pretty 
practice,  else  our  craft  ''uU  never  catch  Johnny 
Crapoh.  Now,  take  some  'sponsibility  on  yourself, 
and  let*8  see  what  you'll  do." 

'^  I'm  not  seaman  enough  to  direct,"  returned 
Hamilton,  *^  but  if  left  to  my  o¥m  judgment,  I 
should  place  the  schooner  ahead  of  the  brig,  and,  as 
she  nears  us,  try  and  knock  away  some  of  his  spars.*' 

^^  A  very  sensible  conclusion,  young  genelman," 
— ictited  the  tar,  with  a  pleased  expression  of  coun- 
tenance. ^^  Then  the  first  thing  to  -be  done  is  to 
clear  away  the  long-nine  " — 

^  And  get  the  French  colours  ready  for  showing 
abaft,"  said  Hamilton ;  <<  we  must  use  a  little  decep- 
tion, and  not  fire  till  we  have  him  in  good  range.^* 

'<  Tbat^s  supposing  he^s  bothered  about  his  prize, 
for  he^U  make  her  out  directly,^  remarked  Johnson. 
^  No— no.  Muster  Brineoh,  we  must  work  up  to 
her  boldly  at  once— the  shoe's  too  close  to  play 
with  her;*'  he  then  added,  in  a  whisper,  '^Sing 
out, « trim  sails.'  " 

^  Trim  sails,*'  shouted  Hamilton,  and  the  men 
promptly  obeyed,  as  the  nght  of  their  own  ship  in 
chase  had   quickened  their   intellects,   and   Itk^ 
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bitWeai  the  chase  and  the  land.  The  brig  fibowec) 
French  colours,  the  schooner  did  the  same,  but, 
still  the  pinnace  towhig  astern,  evidently  excited 
sUspioionii  as  to  her  national  identity. 

**  And  now,  young  genelman,"  said  Johnson,  ad- 
dressing Hamilton,  **  we're  within  very  fair  range, 
and  you  shall  have  the  honour  of  the  first  shot ; 
don*t  stand  k>ng  looking  at  the  sight  to  get  a  better 
eye  upon  the  object,  but  catch  it  as  quick  as  you 
can,  and  fire  without  losing  an  instant — it  prevents 
narvousness."^ 

Hamilton  did  as  he  was  desired ;  the  schooner  was 
kept  a  little  away,  and,  as  she  fell  off,  the  quick  eye 
of  the  youth  along  the  gun  caught  the  precise  mo- 
ment to  fire ;  he  was  enveloped  in  smoke,  but  a 
cheer  from  the  men  told  him  the  shot  had  taken 
effect ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  atmosphere  became  clear, 
he  saw  the  brig's  foretop  gallant  mast  hanging  down 
before  the  foretopsail,  which  it  had  split  fl|om  the 
head-rope  to  the  foot. 

^^  Ve-ry  fair,''  said  old  Johnaon,  with  a  look  of  ex- 
tremegratification,  as  he  stood  with  his  thumb  on  the 
vent ;  ^*  you've  taken  in  some  of  his  amvas  pretty 
handsomely,  and  now  he's  luffing  up  to  thank  you. 
Spunge  out  the  gun,  you  lubber,  and  bear  a  hand : 


I 


§4  HAMILTON  KING. 

this  is  no   time  to  be  thinking.      Ah,    ibere  it- 
comes," 

Wreaths  of  smoke  curled  under  the  brig's 
and  the  next  instant  a  shot  rebounded  from 
surface  of  the  water,  and  canie  crashing  tlkrough  tie 
schooner's  bulwark,  and  passed  over  her  atera,  *i^^. 
out  doing  any  other  injury  ;  but  the  niDC-pouodtt 
was  again  loaded,  and  Johnson  himself  took  tl 
match.  "  Port  a  little  with  a  small  iKJin,"  sbouu 
he,  as  he  cast  liis  eye  along  the  sight ;  "  thenu 
steady  so— starboard  again — now  I  have  her  hap^ 
go-lucky,"  and  away  flew  the  shot,  followed  by  ano- 
ther cheer,  "it's  his  niaint'gallau  mast,"  remark- 
ed the  coxswain,  again  applying  his  thumb  to  the 
touch-hole,  whiUt  one  of  the  men  sponged  the 
"  No — Massa  Johnson  !  no,  he  main  t'gant 
dis  time,"  said  Quaco,  who  hud  crawled  upon  de%^ 
^  take  in  him  'tudding  »els,  saar.'" 

The  smoke  cleared  away,  and  the  lower  sluddii 
sail   of    the   brig   was  seen  towing  in    the 
whilst  the  topmast  studding  sail  was  flying  aww 
without  being  of  the  least  utility.    Aguin  a 
from  the  brig  sent  a  swift  messenger  to  the  schoooi 
who  was  now  within  pisiol-shot ;  but  it  was  wide 
the  mark  and  flew  past  them  hainiless,  though 
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volley  of  muBketry  told  with  effect  upon  her  sails, 
and  wounding  two  of  the  men. 

**  Put  in  round  and  griqpe,^  said  the  coxswain, 
^'  and  ram  well  home ;  lay  down  all  of  you,  we 
shan't  have  a  hand  to  spare.  There  goes  the  ould 
tlopp,^  and  the  smoke  from  the  Glasso'wisky  showed 
that  she  was  trying  the  range,  whilst  a  crashing 
muse  in  the  brig  gave  evidence  that  she  had  effec- 
tually attained  it.  <<Well  done,  my  tight-uns," 
continued  Johnson,  rubbing  his  hands  together. 
^'  Corporal,  just  get  your  jollies,  and  pick  off  some 
of  those  fellows  aloft.  Keep  her  away  a  little  more, 
Tom  Sansom — that  *u]l  do;  now,  lads,  slue  round 
the  breech  o*  this  here  gun,  and.  Muster  Brineoh, 
would  you  like  to  try  it  again  ?" 

Hamilton  once  more  took  the  match,  and  the  brig 
being  now  closer,  he  depressed  the  muzzle  of  his 
piece,  pointed  it  right  blank  at  her  figure-head,  and 
fired.  The  report  still  vibrated  amongst  the  can- 
vas, when  piercing  shrieks  came  down  upon  the 
wind,  evidencing  its  deadly  effect,  and  a  shout  from 
Quaco  proclaimed  that  the  shot  had  passed  over  her 
head,  and  knocked  away  her  main-boom. 

**  Down— down,  every  soul  of  you  V  exclain^ed 
Johnson,  catching  hold  of  Hamilton's  arm  and 
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forcing  him  to  the  deck ;  '^  he^s  rounding-to — we 
shall  have  his  broadside  directly ;  if  s  his  last  kick, 
and  it  *iill  be  sink  or  swim  with  us.  This  is  sommut 
different  to  playing  at  marbles,  young  genelman.^ 

The  men  laid  themselves  flat  on  the  deck  as  the 
iron  storm  rushed  over  them  ;  and  the  rending  of 
canvas  and  chattering  of  the  sticks,  as  well  as  the 
crashing  of  the  planks,  as  the  shot  tore  them  up, 
verified  the  coxswain*s  prediction.  Up  sprang 
Johnson  and  his  young  protege,  to  witness  their 
schooner  almost  a  wreck,  and  to  see  two  poor  fellows 
with  their  limbs  quivering  in  the  last  death-pang. 
But  the  brig's  main-topsail  was  laid  to  the  mast, 
and  her  colours  no  longer  flaunted  the  breeze; 
she  had  perpetrated  the  last  act  of  vindictive  ven- 
geance, and  instantly  struck. 

*^  Hurrah  T  shouted  Hamilton,  wrought  up  to 
a  pitch  of  extreme  excitement.  "  She*s  our*8,  my 
boys ;  and  now,  Johnson,  shall  we  take  the  boat, 
and  board  her  ?" 

^*  No !  no !  Muster  Brineoh,"  answered  the  cox- 
•wain,  looking  pleasedly  at  the  capture ;  "  it  will  be 
best  to  leave  her  for  the  skipper  to  man-handle;  hell 
take  it  as  a  bit  of  respectfulness  and  it  ull  ttll  in 
your  favour  when  you  gets  aboard." 
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"  The  doop  of  war  came  boldly  on  under  her 
canvas,  and  soon  ranged  up  to  windward  of  the 
brig,  the  schooner  having  by  this  time  contrived 
to  place  herself  about  a  cablets  length  to  leeward 
6fhet.  A  boat,  from  the  royal  craft,  swept  rapidly 
Ihrough  the  waters,  and  the  only  lieutenant  (the 
other  having  been  invalided  home)  of  the  king's  ship 
took  possession  of  Le  Renard,  of  fourteen  guns  and 
dgfaty  men. 

Johnson  and  his  young  friend,  or  rather  protegij 
hastened  with  the  wounded  to  the  GlassoVisky  ; 
where,  on  the  quarter-deck,  Hamilton  found  a 
retuarkably  corpulent  and  venerable  old  man,  in 
an  undress  captain's  uniform  —  his  white  hair 
came  streaming  from  under  his  broad  brimmed 
straw  hat  and  spreading  over  the  collar  of  his 
coat,  and  there  was  a  look  of  mild  benevolence 
on  his  weather-beaten  countenance  that  spoke  well 
for  the  general  feelings  of  his  heart.  But  there 
was  no  decrepitude,  no  weakness  observable  in  his 
frame — in  fact,  he  resembled  an  antique  piece  of 
dak  furniture,  that  bore  every  semblance  oi  age 
without  having  lost  the  smallest  portion  of  its 
utility  or  strength. 

Near  the  captain  stood  another  veteran,  in  a 
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round  uniform  jacket  and  with  a  thoiougb  Jack-tar 
cast  of  features-^e  was  not  so  far  advanced  in  life 
as  his  superior,  and  the  ruby  complexioii  c^  his  nasal 
organ,  which  ci^iaciously  expanded  itsdf  in  an  ec- 
centric shape,  assuming  something  of  the  appearance 
of  a  red  lion  rampant,  told  of  his  spirituous  devotion 
to  Bacchus.  This  was  the  sailing  master  of  the 
ship— a  seaman  of  the  old  Benbow  school,  who  had 
no  idea  of  this  world  or  the  next  that  was  unooD- 
nected  with  his  nautical  experience. 

In  various  parts  of  the  deck  were  two  or  three 
young  midshipmen,  whose  yellow-tinged  cadaverous 
hoea  gave  evidence  of  recent  sickness,  whilst  most 
of  the  crew  manifested  the  lassitude  and  bilious- 
ness of  a  West  India  climate— they  had  not  long 
recovered  from  the  yellow  fever. 

Old  Johnson  walked  steadily  up  to  the  captain, 
and,  puUing  off  his  hat,  simply  uttexed,  ^  Come 
aboard,  su-  V  He  then  stood  still  at  a  respeotful 
distance,  and  remained  silent. 

*'  Haugh  r  exclaimed  the  person  addressed,  ib(d; 
ii^  his  hands  behind  him,  so  as  to  give  a  inqre 
extensive  bow-window  protuberance  to  his  ^raojU 
**  Haugh !  and  pray  where  is  Mr.  Herxick,  ab  t 
Has  be  no  better  sense  of  etiquette  tbaa  to 
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the  ocxjtswain  of  the  pinnace  to  report  proceedings  ? 
I  have  my  suspicions-^where  is  he,  sir  ?** 

••  Muster  Herrick  is  aboard  the  schooner,  sir,* 
answered  the  seaman,  shaking  his  head  and  fixing 
his  gaze  upon  the  deck  with  a  rueful  aspect ;  *^  Vm 
sorry  to  say,  your  honour,  that  onfortunately  he's 
obnibulated."^ 

^Hob— what  ?*"*  shouted  the  captain,  in  a  tone 
and  manner  mingling  anger  with  contempt.  ^*  Curse 
that  fellow,  he'll  infect  the  whole  ship's  company 
with  his  jaw-breaking  words.  Do  you  mean  that 
he  is  drunk  ?" 

"  Dead,  yer  honor,''  returned  Johnson,  with 
another  mdancholy  shake  of  his  bead,  *' quite  dead."** 

**  The  scoundrel,**  muttered  the  captain,  '*  a 
pretty  pass  the  service  is  coming  to— -dead  drunk, 
eh  f  III  cut  off  his  buttons — unofficer  him — ^no 
mor^  long  togs  and  frilled  shirts — ^he  shall  return 
ia  his  old  station  again." 

•*  Hell  not  never  return  to  nothing,  yer  honor,** 
mbumfblly  ejaculated  the  coxswain,  as  he  squeezed 
the  rim  of  his  hat  together,  so  as  to  give  the  artide 
'  tfie  appearance  of  a  bag. 

••  But  he  shall  return,  sir,'*  insisted  the  naval 
<!hief,  giving  the  worthy  seaman  a  look  of  defiance. 


70  IIAMILTONKINO. 

'^  Who  is  there  that  dare  presume  to  controvert 
my  orders — which  among  you  will  have  the  teme- 
rity to  disobey  my  commands  ?  I  say  he  shall  resume 
his  station  before  the  mast  r 

Once  more  the  seaman,  who  had  never  raised  his 
eyes  from  the  deck,  gave  another  shake  of  his  head. 
'^  He's  a  long  way  a-head  of  all  that,  sir,'*  said  he. 
^*  Ax  the  young  genelman  there.'*' 

**  Haugh  !  and  pray  who  is  the  young  gentleinaD, 
as  you  call  him  ?'^  enquired  the  captain  rather 
haughtily,  as  he  glanced  at  the  youth. 

'*  It's  Muster  Brineoh,  as  took  the  West  Ingee- 
man,  and  fout  the  schooner,  arter  Muster  Heiricl 
was  killed,  sir,''  responded  the  coxswain  eamcsdy, 
but  respectfully. 

*^  Killed  i"*  exclaimed  the  commander,  in  surpriae; 
^*  what  poor  Herrick  killed  ? —  poor  fellow— yfe^y 
didn't  you  tell  me  of  it  at  once,  Joboaon,  and'I 
should  have  been  spared  the  pain  of  leviliOg-Ui 
memory.    Ccnne  here,  young  gentleman.'* 

Hamilton  advanced  to  the  captain^a  firoQt^tM^ 
was  introduced  by  old  Johnson,  who  related  A^ 
jevents  that  had  occurred  from  banning  Jto  cnd^li 
a  plain  unvarnished  manner,  dwelling  warmly 
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energetically  on   the  meritorious  conduct  of  the 
youth. 

<<  Haugh !  young  gentleman/'  said  the  veteran 
chief,  "you  have  acted  gallantly,  sir — very  gal- 
lantly ;  and  1  honour  you  for  it.  Yoiir  friends  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  of  your  behaviour.'' 

'^Friends,  sir?'*  reiterated  Hamilton,  whilst  an 
unusual  sickness  of  heart  crept  over  him.  ^^  Alas, 
sir,  I  have  no  friends."*' 

'*  Eh  ?  what  ?  no  friends  ? — ^haugh — that's  hard 
too.  You  are  an  orphan,  then,  I  suppose  ?*'  uttered 
the  commiserating  man. 

**  I  cannot  tell,  sir,^  returned  the  youth,  mourn- 
fully; "  my  parentage,  even  my  birth-place,  is  un- 
known to  me.  The  only  individual  who,  to  my 
knowledge,  has  ever  befriended  me,  is  a  titlell  lady, 
now  a  prisoner  by  order  of  the  commissioners  at 
Port  au  Prince." 

**•  The  nigger,  yer  honor,  as  we  got  out  of  the 
pirate,  overhauled  the  consam  upon  his  trial  at  King- 
ston, as  yer  honor  'uU  remember,**  explained  John- 
add.  ^^This  young  genelman  was  in  the  brig  the 
thieves  plundered  the  night  we  saw 'em.  HewaAleft 

« 

olone  desarted  on  the  ocean—  was  wrecked  — ^ 
"  Haugh  !  no  long  yams,  old  man,"  said  the  cap- 
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tain;  **he  shall  tell  me  all  himself  by  and  bye,  when 
we*ve  shifted  the  prisoners.  But  as  you  have  been 
mainly  instrumental  to  our  capturing  the  brig, 
young  man,  I  am  desirous  that  you  should  reap 
some  pecuniary  advantage  from  it,  which  you  can- 
not adequately  do  without  belonging  to  the  ship 
You  have  no  friends,  it  appears,  to  consult ;  and  if 
you  like  to  accept  of  a  rating  as  midshipman,  the 
entry  shall  l)e  dateti  so  that  you  may  share  prise 
money.  I  would  offer  you  time  to  consider  of  my 
proposition,  but  that  I  should  like  to  send  you  in 
charge  of  the  schooner  to  Jamaica.  Johnson  shall 
accompany  you ;  and  no  doubt  both  vessels  will  be 
bought  into  the  service.  Mister  Tomlins  (the 
lieutenant)  will  take  in  the  brig;  and  as  the  breese 
is  light  and  pleasant,  with  every  symptom  of  fine 
weather,  one  of  the  youngsters  shall  bring  the  recap 
ture  with  a  good  prize  crew.  Gro,  young  gentleman, 
consider  of  what  I  have  proposed,  but  do  not  be 
long  in  deciding.  Go,  Johnson,  take  the  pinnace, 
and  assist  in  transporting  the  prisoners.*' 

"  May  I  ax  yer  honor's  pardon  jist  for  liberty  to 
overhaul  a  word  or  two  to  yer  honor  'afore  I  goes?" 
enquired  Johnson,  who  still  stood  hat  in  band. 

<*  Not  a  syllable,  my  man,  till  your  duty  ia  per- 
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formed,'"  returned  the  captain ;  ^^  I  have  many 
questions  to  ask  you  when  you  come  back,  but  let  us 
get  every  thing  in  proper  "brder  before  we  expend  a 
moment  on  unimportant  matters." 

The  seaman  put  his  hand  to  his  bare  forehead, 
and  turned  away ;  but  stopped  a  moment  to  address 
the  master.  "  Would  Muster  Wetsel  be  good 
enough  jist  to  adwise  the  youngster  what  tack  to 
stand  upon  P  The  poor  lad  'ull  be  ducking  about 
in  his  notions  of  things  like  a  gull  in  a  squall, 
if  he'd  no  ^friendly  wing  to  help  him  top  the  comb 
of  the  sea.'' 

*'  Bear  a  hand  in  the  boat,  old  man,"  returned 
the  master,  kindly,  '^  or  else,  Fm  thinking,  you'll 
be  like  a  gull  in  a  squall  presently,  if  Captain 
Tyrrell  observes  you  backing  and  filling  arter  this 
fashion.  I'll  see  to  the  boy,  and  mayhap  a  word  or 
two  from  them  as  has  experience  may  be  of  service 
to  him."  Johnson  turned  to  the  boat,  whilst  the 
master  walked  to  the  youth.  "  What  cheer,  my 
lad,  what  cheer  ?"  uttered  he. 

"  There  can  be  but  little  to  cheer  the  heart,  sir," 
responded  Hamilton,  sorrowfully,  "when  it  is 
lonely  and  desolate.  "^ 

"  Ay,  ay,  I  know  all  that  my  boy,"*  said  Mr. 
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''  It  is  not  for  me  exactly  to  say  what  he  might 
do,"  returned  the  master,  cautiously ;  ^^  for  he  steers 
his  craft  by  his  own  compass.  You  have  logged 
yourself  in  his  good  feelings  on  this  day's  work,  at 
all  events;  and  he  donH  mean  you  no  harm  by 
offering  you  a  rateing.  There^s  a  providence  in  all 
things,  as  the  nigger  said,  when  he  lost  his  paddle 
and  drifted  out  to  sea  in  his  canoe  during  a  hurri- 
cane ;  so,  young  gentleman,  there  seems  to  be  a 
providence  in  what  has  befallen  you." 

*'  And  the  only  thing,  sir,  is  rightly  to  understand 
the  best  means  of  taking  advantage  of  it,^  observed 
Hamilton.  "  If  I  thought  Captain  Tyrrell  would 
kindly  aid  me  in  trying  to  obtain  the  release  of 
Madame  Brienot,  I  would  without  hesitation  and 
with  gratitude  embrace  his  offer.'* 

"  Ay,  ay,  my  boy,"  assented  the  master ;  "  how- 
ever, you  must  just  balance  your  sails  well  when 
you  argue  the  matter  with  the  captain ;  and,  I 
say,  is  this  Madame  WhatVher-name,  a  fine  wo- 
man?" 

"  She  has  been  very  beautiful  indeed,  in  her 
younger  days,  and  still  retains  a  very  commanding 
person,*'  answered  Hamilton. 

"  All  ship-shape,"  remarked  Mr.  Wetsail,  <*hand- 
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some,  amiablcy  generous — I  say,  mind  you  stick  all 
that  into  the  skipper.     Is  she  rich  ?*' 

^'  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  she  has  re- 
mitted considerable  wealth  to  Europe,^  said  Hamil- 
ton ;  *^  and  purposed,  on  her  arrival,  to  resume  the 
title  of  Marchioness.**^ 

"  Whe — ew,"  whistled  the  master,  "  it's  a  done 
job — a  Marchioness,  eh  ?  Captain  Tyrrell  will 
never  be  able  to  stand  that ;  only  pay  out  hand- 
somely, a  goodish  scope  upon  doubloons,  and  dol- 
lars, and  gold  candlesticks,  and  marchionesses; 
now  and  then  taking  a  severe  turn  about  remains  of 
beauty  and  overflowing  kindness,  and  you  may  have 
it  all  your  own  way." 

*^  You  would  not  advise  me  to  enter,  then ;  do  I 
understand  you  correctly,  sir  ?**  inquired  the  youth. 

<^  Not  by  no  manner  o'  means  correctly,** answered 
the  master;  **just  tell  the  captain  all  about  it; 
not  forgetting  the  doubloons  and  the  Marchioness, 
fine  daylights  and  good  figure-head  ;  and  then  ax 
him  to  put  you  on  the  right  tack,  for  you  see,  my 
boy,  if  he  consents  to  shape  your  course,  why  he*8 
bound  in  honour  to  keep  the  reckoning,  bo  that  he 
maynH  bump  you  ashore.** 

Now  this  was  perfect  Greek  to  the  lad,  who 
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nevertheless  believed  that  it  was  something  meant 
for  kindness.  "  It  is  very  true,  sir,"  answered  he, 
^*  that  separated  from  my  benefactress,  I  am  totally 
destitute,  for  all  I  possessed  in  the  world  was  lost 
in  the  Bon  Man  ;  therefore  I  should  be  quite  una- 
ble to  discharge  any  reckoning  if  I  was  on  shore." 
^*  In  course — in  course,"  responded  the  master, 
equally  puzzled  at  the  lad*8  meaning;  *^so,  d^ye 
mind,  sway  away  upon  the  doubloon  purchase,  and 
leave  the  settling  of  the  matter  in  his  hands.  But 
here  comes  the  prisoners,  and  now  the  ship  will  be 
like  that  tower  as  they  rigged  out  to  go  aloft  to 
heaven  by,  but  was  hove  all  aback  by  a  confusion 
of  tongues.  Well,  it  does  puzzle  me,  the  difference 
of  languages,  though,  when  our  parson  in  the  ould 
Bedford  used  to  be  overhauling  his  Hebrew  book, 
there  sartainly  did  appear  to  me  a  goodish  supply 
of  comical,  out-o^-the-way,  no-manVland  sort  of 
letters,  as  might  be  ontwisted,  worked  up  again, 
and  convarted  into  a  good  many  ship-shape  A.  B. 
C's.  Ha ! — ^here  they  come— confound  their  jab* 
bering ;  it  seems  unnatural  and  barbarous  in  a  well 
fitted  and  well  found  British  cruizer.  I  do  abhor 
that  parley*woo  mouthing,  though  mayhap  you 
have  held  on  so  long  by  it,  that  you  can  talk  it 
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without  damaging  your  tongue ;  but  I'm  thinking 
it  must  have  made  your  jaws  ache  at  first  starting. 
Well,  well,  you  do  as  I've  told  you — just  place 
yourself  under  his  convoy,  and  he'^U  see  you  safe 
into  port,  never  fear."  The  old  man  hurried  to 
superintend  the  disposal  of  the  prisoners,  muttering 
imprecations  against  the  barbarity  of  ^<  calling  a 
ship  a  ^  worseoh,*  {vaisseau  ;)  and  a  sail  a  ^  whirl,^ 

Hamilton  was  left  standing  by  himself  near  the 
Jacob's  ladder,  when  Quaco,  who  had  passed  under 
the  surgeon's  hands,  ascended  to  the  deck  in  search 
of  him.  ^^  Oh  me,  massa  !"  exclaimed  the  gratified 
black,  ^^  him  Cappin  Tiddle  good  for  you,  no  ?  Ha  ! 
me  know  him  noder  time,  when  he  leftenant  wid 
Rodney,  and  genelman  for  me,  at  me  massa  bouse 
in  Kington ;  tan  litlee  bit  you  see,"  and  he  endea* 
voured  to  attract  the  captain's  attention. 

^*  Well,  Quaco,^'  said  the  chief,  ^^  though  your 
wounds  are  not  mortal,  I  should  hope,  you  have  had 
a  great  many  squeaks  for  your  life  P'* 

^*  Ees,  Massa  Cappin ;  yer  honor,  me  hab  plenny 
queak,"  answered  the  black ;  *'  nem  mind,  me  fight 
for  my  natib  land  now,  and,  posedie^gotoglorio.*' 

^<  I  do  not  wish  to  hurry  you  in  your  deciaiuii. 
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young  gentleman,^  said  l^rrell,  addressing  Hamil- 
ton, "  but  time  presses,  and  I  want  to  com{)lete  my 
arrangements,  haugh  V* 

**  May  I  solicit  the  favour  of  a  few  minutes'  coun- 
sel, sir,"  said  Hamilton,  respectfully  ;  "  I  am  at  a 
loss  how  to  act — ^but  if  you  will  hear  what  I  have 
to  urge,  and  give  me  your  advice,  I  will  most 
gratefully  follow  it.^ 

**  Haugh — well — I  see  no  objections  to  your  re- 
quest,** rejoined  the  captain ;  ^*  but  as  it  will  neces- 
sarily occupy  time,  why  you  must  take  breakfast 
with  me,  and  then  we  may  kill  two  birds  with  one 
stone.**  Johnson  came  up  and  touched  his  hat. 
**  Haugh  !  coxswain !  Well  now,  and  what  is  it 
you  wanted  to  say  to  me,  my  man  ?*** 

*<  Jist  to  inform  yer  honcM:  that  the  brig  has  ano- 
ther prize  at  sea,^  returned  the  seaman ;  ^^  they 
captured  her  afore  the  one  we  retook,  and  the  prize- 
master  was  ordered  to  run  for  JackymoU  ;  but  no 
one  has  seen  anything  of  her  in  the  schooner,  and 
in  course  if  s  likely  she  has  tried  to  get  round  Cape 
Tuberoon,  or  got  in  shore  somewhere,  so  as  we 
might  cut  her  out.*** 

"  Very  good,  my  man,"  rejoined  the  captain, 
placing  his  hands  behind  him,  and  standing  for  two 


i 


80 


HAMILTON   KINO. 


or  three  minutes  in  a  ruminating  mood.  **  Mr.  Wet- 
sail/'  shouted  he,  and  the  master  placed  himself  be- 
fore him.  ^^  Mr.  Wetsail,  old  Johnson  tells  me  that 
the  brig  has  another  capture  at  sea,  or  rather  she 
may  l)e  somewhere  in  shore ;  now  the  coast  is  a  dan- 
gerous one— are  you  well  acquainted  with  it  ?" 

*^  There  arc  many  rocks  that  are  not  laid  down 
upon  our  charts,  sir,*^  returned  the  master ;  *^  but 
still  I  think,  with  a  good  look-out,  we  might  keep 
clear  of  every  thing,  and  stand  close  in.** 

^^  If  ycr  honor  won^t  be  offended  at  my  speaking, 
I'll  make  bould  jist  to  shove  my  oar  in  by  way  of 
exposteration,"  said  Johnson. 

"  Poor  Herrick,  he's  gone  T  mournfully  uttered 
the  captain,  called  to  a  remembrance  of  the  master^s 
mate  by  the  coxswain's  attempt  upon  the  dictionary. 
**  But  I  must  insist  upon  it  that  every  man,  fore 
and  aft,  speaks  plain  English.  Heave  ahead,  sir ; 
what  have  you  got  to  say  ?*' 

*^  Why,  yer  honor,  in  regard  o^  pilotage,  there^s 
not  never  a  better  pilot  in  the  whole  fleet  than  the 
nigger  here,"  said  Johnson,  whilst  Quaco  grinned 
assent  to  the  assertion.  ^^  And  if  so  be  as  yer  honor 
would  send  me  with  the  young  genelman  in  the 
schooner,  and  twenty  hands,  why  Fm  thinking  it 
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shan't  be  for  the  want  of  good- will  if  we  don't  bring 
sommut  out  with  us — either  a  crab  or  a  creole.'' 

**  Haughy  it's  worth  consideration,  Wetsail,''  said 
the  captain,  addressing  the  master ;  *^  I  cannot 
spare  you,  as  Tomlins  is  away ;  and,  except  the 
gunner,  who  will  also  be  wanted  now  the  prisoners 
are  on  board,  I  haVe  no  one  that  I  can  trust.  But 
come,  young  gentleman,  breakfast  is  ready,  and 
well  talk  it  over.  Come  to  the  wind  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  Wetsail,  and  hail  the  mast-head  to  see 
if  there  are  any  strangers  in  sight." 

Hamilton  accompanied  the  chief  to  his  cabin,  and 
during  his  repast  he  related  as  many  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  his  history  as  were  necessary 
to  afford  the  captain  information  relating  to  Madame 
Brienot;  nor  did  he  forget  the  master's  advice 
relative  to  the  rank  and  wealth  of  the  lady,  which 
evidently  produced  the  desired  effect.  He  then 
expressed  a  wish  to  place  himself  entirely  at  the  cap- 
tain'^s  disposal. 

"  Haugh — another  cup  of  coffee,  young  gentle- 
man," and  he  handed  him  the  beverage.  ^^  You've 
interested  me— greatly  interested  me;  not  that  I 
have  a  regard  for  anything  French— on  the  con- 
trary, I  have  a  natural  dislike  to  them ;  and  as  for 
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their  language,  I  am  astonished  that  aiiy  body  can 
make  an  oilet  hole  of  their  mouths  to  talk  it.  But 
mind  me,  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  anything 
against  you,  my  boy,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  only 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  you  are  a  native  of  Bri- 
tain, for  you  would  never  have  been  able  to  hold 
on  by  the  English  palaver  if  it  had  not  have  been 
your  mother  tongue.  It  is,  in  fact,  what  old  John- 
son culls  inkstink.  A  bird  may  be  taught  to  whis- 
tle tunes  by  a  hand-organ,  but  never  loses  its  own 
Kwcet  natVal  note.  At  all  events,  we  must  make  a 
thorough  Englishman  of  you.  Well  have  a  jolly 
christening,  sir — and  haugh — as  you\'e  shown 
yourself  a  brave  lad,  why-y  I'll  stand  your  god- 
father. Ay,  you  shall  be  baptized  in  good  Ma- 
deira, and  I  must  think  of  a  name.*** 

^'  I  should  prefer  retaining  that  of  my  benefac- 
tress, sir,^  said  the  youth,  *^  at  least  till  I  can  lay 
claim  to  one  that  I  am  more  entitled  to." 

«  Well !  well !  we'll  think  of  it,*"  partly  assented 
the  kind-hearted  officer ;  *<and  as  for  madame— that 
16 — haugh — I  mean  the  marchioness— why ,  we  must 
try  and  get  her  away  from  tlie  island.  You  shall 
have  your  rating,  young  gendeman^t  will  aecure 
your  sliare  of  prize*money,  which  will  help  to  rig 
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you  out  in  uniforms;  and  if  you  continue  to  be- 
have well,  why  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  rise 
in  the  service.  I  am  an  old  man,  Mr.  WhatVyer- 
name,  and  fortune  has  not  been  very  kind  to  me, 
though  I  have  been  sixty  years  at  sea.  Tm  saying, 
fortune  has  never  been  favourable  to  me  till  to-day, 
and  now  all  her  gifts  are  coming  in  a  lump,  holus 
bolus,  as  I  may  say — nor  shall  I  forget  that  to 
your  ready  assistance  I  am  much  indebted  for  our 
prizes — and  therefore,  my  lad,  if  there  is  anything 
you  require,  come  boldly — ^but  mind,  respectfully 
— haugh — always  bear  that  in  remembrance — res- 
pectfully— and  tell  me  what  it  is.  I  must  now  have 
a  word  or  two  with  Johnson,  so,  if  you  have  done, 
you  may  go  on  deck  and  make  friends  with  your 
new  messmates/' 

Captain  Tyrrell  might  indeed  well  say  that  for- 
tune had  been  adverse  to  him — he  had  served  forty 
years  as  a  lieutenant  under  some  of  the  bravest  offi- 
cers of  the  period,  and  in  most  of  the  gallant  ac- 
tions ;  but,  from  some  cause  or  other,  though  chiefly 
from  a  want  of  interest,  had  always  experienced 
neglect,  till  when  first  lieutenant  of  a  smart  frigate, 
the  son  of  the  admiral,  a  youth  of  nineteen,  was 
appointed  acting  post  to  command  her,   and  the 
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schooner  to  ascertain  whether  she  was  worth  much. 
At  the  same  time  Hamilton  was  requested  to  pre- 
pare himself  to  take  command  of  the  privateer. 

**  I  have  nothing  to  prepare,''  said  he ;  "  except 
a  second  shirt,  all  that  I  am  possessed  of  in  the 
world  is  now  about  me.*^ 

"  You  must  have  a  parish  fit-out/'  exclaimed  one 
of  the  youngsters.  "  FU  give  you  a  jacket — Ben- 
son must  launch  out  a  pair  of  trowsers — Jemmy 
Wright  will  find  you  a  waistcoat,  and  so  we  can 
muster  enough  for  present  service,  with  stockings 
and  shirts.  But  avast !  another  thought  has  struck 
me ;"  and  he  crossed  over  to  the  weather  side  of  the 
quarter-deck,  where  (whilst  Hamilton  was  narrat- 
ing the  death  of  Herrick  and  the  taking  of  the 
prizes)  he  held  an  earnest  conversation  with  Mr. 
WetsaiL  At  length  he  returned  to  them,  and 
inquired,  ^^  Do  you  ]mind  wearing  dead  men's 
shoes?'' 

There  was  something  so  uncouth  and  abrupt  in 
the  question,  that  it  created  an  unpleasant  sensa- 
tion in  the  mind  of  the  newly  created  midshipman, 
who  was  not  aware  of  its  tendency  or  actual  mean- 
ing.    "  I  do  not  understand  you,'*  replied  he. 

**  Why,  the  fact  is,   one  of  our  messmates—- 
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just  about  your  taxe,  died  three  weeks  ago*  *Bi 
Iiis  cheat  and  clothes  have  not  been  sold ;  so  Mr. 
Wetsail  ia  guing  to  speak  to  the  captain,  anil  oo 
doubt  you  will  have  them,  if  you  like  it,  abnost 
ut  your  own  price." 

"  But  I  have  no  money,"  responded  Hamilton, 
"  nor  am   I  likely  to  get  any  fur  some  time  to 

"  That's  a  matter  of  no  consequenoe,"  nid 
another;  "  immediate  payment  is  nol  requisite,  and 
I'm  sure  you'll  readily  find  bondsmen.' 

In  less  than  an  hour  fram  that  time,    Hamill 
found      himself    in    command    of    the    scliooi 
with   an  excellent  stock  of  clothing,  cocked    hati 
dirk,  quadrant,  and  all  the  necessary  outfit  as  a 
midshipman.       Old  Johnson    and     nineteen 
cc»nposed  the  crew,  vie.  fourteen  seamen,  and 
marines,  and  the  small  cutter  of  the  sioop-o£- 
was  hoisted  on  her  deck.    His  instructions 
run    to  the  eastward  of  Jaqueniel,  and  so 
shore,  and  pick  up  whatoer   chance  might  thi 
in  his   way  ;  then   to  proceed  off  Cape  Tibwi 
and  cruize  there  for  a  week.     It  would  be  ini] 
sible  to  describe  the  proud  feelings  of  the  youl 
when    be  felt  himself  thus  confided  in;  nor 
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the  pleasure  of  old  Johnson  of  any  trifling  degree, 
for,  with  the  true  characteristic  of  the  tar,  he  had 
selected  Hamilton  for  his  pet,  and  was  highly  gra- 
tified at  the  distinction  that  was  shewn  him,  though 
secrectly  he  was  aware  that  the  real  trust  was 
reposed  in  himself.  But  there  was  also  another 
who  looked  upon  the  youth  arrayed  in  his  mid- 
shipman's uniform  with  uncontrolled  delight,  and 
that  was  Quaco,  who,  though  much  hurt,  yet  had 
concealed  the  real  extent  of  his  injuries  that  he 
might  accompany  his  young  master;  and  now  he 
sat  on  the  aftraost  gun,  watching  every  movement 
of  Hamilton,  and  exclaiming,  ^*  Garamercy,  'em  do 
him  proud  for  true  I" 

In  a  few  hours  the  sloop  and  her  prizes  were  no 
longer  to  be  seen  from  the  schooner,  as  with  a  fresh 
wind  off  shore  she  stretched  to  the  eastward  for 
the  appointed  station,  purposing  to  commence 
the  cruize  from  the  island  of  Beta,  ofi^  the  Cape  of 
the  same  name.  Le  Serpent  "sailed  remarkably 
well,  and  the  men  conducted  themselves  very  dif* 
ferently  to  what  they  did  before,  when  they  could 
plead  the  force  of  example  in  the  officer  as  an 
excuse  for  their  own  delinquency.  On  the  follow- 
ing evening  they  made  the  island,  and   stood  in 
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little  to  the  westward  of  < 
were  becatnied  nearly  i 
the  shore,  and  clearly  c 
close  in,  and  r  flotilla 
towards  them.  In  vain 
a  breeze;  in  Tun  did  Qu 
he  could  think  of,  blacli 
wind  continued  heedlesi 
though  a  cat's-paw  now  i 
Gurrace  of  the  waters,  it 
them  the  more. 

"  Come  what  may,  wi 
said  Hamilton,  whose  fen 
taught  him  many  a  usefii 
work  I  dare  say,  hot  I  do 
us  till  dark,  they  will  pi 
object  by  daylight,  and  t 
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the  breeze  with  its  silverj  tones.  **  It  'ull  be  odd 
if  we  don't  get  a  light  air  off  the  land,  and  then 
well  show  'em  a  little  sport  for  their  trouble. 
Howsomever,  we  must  get  out  our  sweeps,  and  go 
with  the  current,  which  is  setting  strong  to  the  west- 
ward, and  if  them  fellows  do  come,  we  can  lay  the 
nine-pounder  pretty  well  to  give  'em  a  taste  on  it." 

^^  Dat  bery  good,  Massa  Johnson,"  said  the 
negro ;  "  but  let  go  him  killick  do  better — 'cooner 
hold  on — ^boat  drift  away — ^breeze  come  bum  by — 
up  anchor — board  him  prize  dere,''  pointing  to 
the  ship  with  his  chin — "  cut  cable— run  away— 
boat  down  to  looard — ^no  ?'' 

<^  Well,  it*s  wonderful  and  concantackerous  to 
me,  Quaco,  how  you  gets  yer  knowledge  o'  things, 
seeing  as  yer  nothing  but  a  dark-skinned  nigger, 
as  never  had  any  thing  like  laming/'  said  Johnson. 
^*  Yet,  Muster  Brineoh,  he*s  right ;  and  I'm  blessed 
if  I  don't  back  his  natral  inkstink  agin  all  the  book 
study  in  the  world.  Let  'em  pull  out  a  little  fur- 
ther, sir,  and  then  we'll  drop  the  anchor  with  a 
spring  on  the  cable ;  and  if  they  chooses  to  get 
within  range,  we'll  physick  'em  with  a  pill  or  two 
as  'ull  ^  die-o-rear  their  indisgestions,'  as  the  cor- 
poral says." 


i 
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The  Buggesrions  -were  complied  whh — iht 
achcmncr  was  anchored — and  the  row-boats,  a 
Quaco  had  predicted,  were  swept  away  hy  ihe 
current,  in  their  endeavours  to  return  towards  tbt 
shore;  for  they  did  not  care  to  venture  within 
range  of  the  nine-pounder.  Hamilton  paced  ihr 
deck  of  his  vessel  with  all  the  pride  of  youth  en- 
trusted with  command  ;  but  he  was  neverthdess 
extremely  anxious  as  it  respected  the  purposed 
attack  upon  the  ship,  though  he  placed  the  utmtKt 
rehance  on  the  judgment  of  old  Johnson,  and  the 
natural  sagacity  of  the  negro. 

At  the  turn  of  the  tide  a  breeze  sprang  up  fmm 
the  south-west ;  the  schooner  was  got  under  weigh; 
and,  as  evtning  hatl  now  set  in,  they  could  no 
longer  discern  the  position  of  the  ship,  nor  the 
situation  of  the  row-boats ;  but  the  Indianiau's 
hearings  had  been  well  taken,  and  as  soon  as  the 
anchor  was  secured  (hey  stood  towards  the  spot. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  the  pen  or  the  tongue 
to  describe  the  excited  state  of  feeling  in  the  breast 
of  a  man-of-war's  man  when  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy; 
and  one  remarkable  trait  in  their  character  la  the 
astonishing  coolness  and  steadiness  with  whi 
notwithstanding  this  excitement,  they  perform  i 
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several  duties.  Indeed,  to  this  may  be  attributed 
a  great  portion  of  the  success  which  has  attended 
our  naval  battles,  whether  in  the  hostile  collision  of 
fleets  and  squadrons,  or  the  engagements  between 
single  ships.  Nor  was  this  all ;  for,  in  the  hour  of 
imminent  peril  from  the  rough  and  boisterous  ele- 
ments in  their  rage,  or  the  apprehension  of  wreck 
(Ml  the  more  obdurate  rocks — when  the  diversity  of 
threatened  destruction  was  more  than  sufficient  to 
appal  the  sense  and  paralyze  the  body  of  the  lands- 
man— the  tar  has  stood  collected  and  firm,  eyeing 
death  as  an  enemy  with  whom  he  had  to  grapple, 
hand  to  hand,  for  mastery. 

It  may  be  reasonably  supposed  that  the  brave  fel- 
lows in  the  schooner,  though  enervated  by  the  in- 
salubrious climate,  wanted  none  of  the  esprit  de 
carps.  They  were,  in  fact,  thorough  man-of-war^s 
men,  in  every  sense  of  the  term ;  ready  for  every 
enterprise,  without  calculating  results,  and  more 
easily  governed  by  example  than  guided  by  pre- 
cepts. They  were  now  perfectly  sober,  for  their  only 
stock  was  the  regular  ship's  allowance,  and  no  one 
could  have  been  found  amongst  them  who  meanly, 
dishonestly,  or  dastardly  would  have  robbed  a  ship- 
mate of  his  daily  grog. 
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Every  eye  was  earnestly  directed  away  on  the 
schoouer^s  lee  bow,  and  the  inquiry  was  often  repeat- 
ed to  the  man  on  the  fore- yard,  *^  Do  you  see  any 
thing  of  her  ?"  and  the  reply  as  frequently  returned 
in  the  negative.  But  they  had  neared  the  place 
where  she  had  been  riding,  so  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible not  to  catch  sight  of  her  had  she  remained ; 
but  the  fact  was,  the  moment  the  shades  of  dark- 
ness began  to  fall  heavily  upon  the  waters  her 
cable  had  been  cut  and  she  was  run  on  shore. 
Quaco  was  the  first  to  discover  this,  and  running 
closer  in  than  sound  discretion  would  have  dic- 
tated, they  perceived  the  ship  by  the  light  of 
her  canvas,  lifting  to  the  swell  as  it  rolled  in, 
and  all  doubt  of  her  situation  was  instantly  at 
an  end. 

*^  She  is  worth  a  trial  yet,"  said  Johnson  to 
the  young  and  newly-made  midshipman.  **  The 
schooner  must  stand  off  with  four  hands  in  her,  and 
away  out  to  sea." 

**  And  what  then,  Johnson  ?*'  inquired  Hamil- 
ton, as  he  eagerly  listened  for  the  advice  of  the  old 
man,  who  with  a  stooping  gait,  and  one  band 
arched  over  his  eyes,  was  earnestly  scanning  the 
ship^s  position. 
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"  Why,  sir,"  returned  the  seaman,  "  the  other 
sixteen  men  must  man  the  cutter,  and  when  the 
schooner  heaves  in  stays  to  stand  off,  the  boat  must 
be  dropped,  and  lay  upon  her  oars  till  the  craft  has 
got  a  good  ofling.  That  'ull  make  the  crapohs 
think  we  have  had  enough  of  it,  and  in  course 
they'll  not  never  excumsabberate  any  suspicion  as 
we^re  nigh  hand  'em.  Well,  then,  we'll  pull  quietly 
in  shore,  and  be  superinducticated  by  circum- 
stances. What  do  you  say  to  that,  ould  pipe-clay  ?*' 

Quaco  had  paid  great  attention  to  what  the  vete- 
ran had  urged,  but  being  better  acquainted  with  the 
locality  of  the  place,  he  at  first  differed  with  him, 
and  used  arguments  which  convinced  Hamilton  the 
negro  was  right ;  but  suddenly,  the  latter  appeared 
to  change  his  mind,  and  without  assigning  even  a 
plausible  motive,  he  strenuously  recommended  an 
attack. 

The  manoeuvre  was  put  in  practice — the  schooner, 
after  firing  a  shot  or  two  at  the  ship,  which  was  not 
returned  from  the  shore,  stood  out  to  sea,  leaving 
the  cutter  well  manned  and  armed  behind  her. 
The  negro  had  been  desired  to  remain  in  the  craft, 
but,  with  a  pertinacity  which  surprised  Hamilton, 
who  knew  that  the  black  was  not  over  partial  to 
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fighting,  he  insisted  upon  accompanying  his  youDg 
master  in  the  boat. 

It  was  nearly  midnight — the  schooner  was  scarce- 
ly visible  in  the  distance,  and  indeed  only  seen  at 
intervals  when  she  rose  on  the  summit  of  the  swell, 
and  appeared  like  a  sea-bird  wetting  its  wings  on 
the  comb  of  a  wave.  The  cutter,  with  muffled  oars, 
noiselessly  swept  in  shore,  and  as  they  approached, 
tliey  became  more  and  more  sensible  that  their  ruse 
was  unsuspected.  All  the  night  long  lights  had 
been  flashing  to  and  fro,  and  they  could  hear  the 
sound  of  many  voices,  engaged  in  work  of  labour, 
wliich  Johnson  correctly  attributed  to  the  plun- 
derers, wlio  would  not  lose  a  moment  of  time  in 
landing  whatever  part  of  the  cargo  they  could  con- 
veniently get  at. 

Cautiously  did  the  cutter  advance  till  they  were 
nigh  enough  to  ascertain  that  the  ship  laid  nearly 
on  her  broadside,  with  her  masts  (on  which  the  top- 
sails remained  set)  pointing  to  the  shore;  whilst 
boats  were  busily  engaged  in  removing  every  thing 
that  could  be  grabbed  hold  of,  and  parties  of  ne- 
groes and  white  people  by  torchlight  were  rolling 
up  casks  upon  the  beach,  and  placing  them  in  de- 
tached heaps. 
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*'  We're  ondiskivered  as  yet,^  whispered  Johnson 
to  Hamilton,  as  the  cutter  laid  about  a  cable's 
length  a-head  of  the  ship ;  ^*  but  as  for  getting  off 
that  ere  craft  there,  to  my  thinking  its  onpossible, 
for,  by  the  way  she  hugs  the  ground,  I'd  bet  my 
grog  again  a  marine's  button,  that  she's  more  nor 
one  hole  in  her  bottom,  and  is  half  full  of  water. 
But  then.  Muster  Brineoh,  it  ud  be  exasperating  to 
me  to  leave  her  in  the  hands  of  them  picarooning 
wagabones,  seeing  as  she's  good  English  timber  and 
British  built !  For  my  part,  I  wouldn't  leave  'em 
enough  to  make  a  toothpick  of,  if  I  had  my  will.'' 

"  Well,  Johnson,  you  have  only  to  advise  me 
for  the  best,"  returned  the  young  midshipman,  '<  and 
my  ready  acquiescence  shall  be  given." 

*'  There's  never  a  soul  among  us  as  doubts  your 
hackyessence,  Muster  Brineoh,"  responded  the  old 
man,  eagerly  catching  at  a  new  word,  though  he  did 
not  comprehend  its  meaning ;  ^^  but,"  continued 
he,  after  a  momentary  pause,  ^^  it  isn't  altogether 
hackyessence  as  we  wants,  and  to  my  thinking  the 
smell  of  powder  is  as  sweet  and  as  wholesome  as  any 
other  essence  whatsomever. — No,  no,  young  genel- 
man,  it*s  good  cumbusterbles  as  is  necessary  just 
now — ^in  fact,  without  any  more  circumfer^tial 


officer  with  steftdineu 
his  gruel,  and  don't 
again." 

The  cutter  moved  i 
of  destruction  glidia{ 
the  surface  of  the  wi 
used  to  steady  her  ste 
current  to  the  precise 
out,  and  which  tbeyr 
the  busy  multitudes  i 
few  stout  negroes  U) 
three  whites,  who  « 
could,  on  theindinec 
ing  out  the  cargo. 

"  We're  all  right, 
Johnson,  "  but  mayl 
pcrieoce  in    the  wa< 
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the  old  man,  ^*  d'ye  want  to  let  ^em  know  what  we 
are  arter.  Well,  Muster  Brineoh,"  continued  he, 
^  m  shin  up  and  send  you  down  theeendof  arope, 
which  you  must  pass  round  you  under  your  arms, 
and  well  rouse  you  up,  never  fear.  They're  making 
too  much  noise,  and  are  too  busy  to  hear  us.— 
Drop  the  boat  under  the  main  chains  there,  Jem 
Baxter  ;'*'  the  order  was  obeyed ;  ^^  and  now,  Jem, 
rise  your  body,  like  a  sky-rocket,  up  by  the  boat- 
hook,  and  send  us  down  a  few  fathoms  of  rope.'^ 

The  command  was  complied  with — the  man  who 
had  been  addressed  fixed  his  boat-hook  into  the 
laniard  of  one  of  the  main  shroud^  and  climbed 
into  the  channel,  from  which  he  sent  down  the  end 
of  the  required  rope — the  veteran  Johnson  was  soon 
by  his  side,  and  together  they  hauled  up  Hamilton, 
who  was  speedily  followed  by  the  rest,  leaving  only 
one  man  to  take  charge  of  the  cutter. 


VdL.  Ilk. 
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Ths  ihip  wu  lying,  i 
along  tbe  atrand,  and  pan 
ocrawonally  lifted  when  t 
Johnson  felt  asgured  that 
bilged  was  coiject,  and 
of  getting  her  off.  She 
side,  eo  M  to  bring  hi 
with  the  water ;  and,  can 
ble  fur  any  person  to  ol 
decks,  unless  by  the  ooo 
the  combings  of  the  hatch 
not  a  single  individual  oi 
Hamilton  and  his  party  in 
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from  the  tcn-ches,  whose  ruddy  glare  tinged  the  foam 
of  the  surf  with  a  blood-like  hue,  and  streaming  on 
the  surrounding  objects,  served  to  heighten  the 
interest  of  the  imposing  spectacle.  Behind  them 
rose,  in  dark-frowning  grandeur  rendered  more 
visible  by  the  illuminated  fore-ground,  huge 
blocks  of  broken  granite,  that  looked  as  if  they 
had  been  piled  in  such  strange  and  uncouth  masses 
by  an  Almighty  hand,  to  shew  that  no  human 
strength  or  power  could  thus  have  placed  them. 
In  the  rear  of  these  towered  the  lofty  mountains 
that  mark  this  line  of  coast,  lifting  their  craggy 
summits  into  the  heavens,  to  catch  the  first  and 
the  last  gleam  of  day. 

Most  of  the  figures  that  moved  to  and  firo  were 
negroes;  and  the  torch-light,  flashing  on  their  Uack 
skins,  afiorded  a  picture  which  a  warm  imagination 
might  easily  have  applied  to  the  place  of  endless 
torment  Nor  was  the  confusion  that  prevailed  at' 
all  calculated  to  diminish  the  delusion ;  for  there 
was,  apparently,  no  one  to  direct  or  control,  and 
each  seemed  to  be  following  the  bent  of  his  own  in« 
clination,  in  securing  whatever  he  coidd  for  himsdf  . 
Neither  was  much  scrupulous  attention  paid  to  in- 
dividual claims,  for  the  strong  robbed  the  weak  of 

F  S 


out  ezcitiDg  the  sB^tMl 

"  We  must  open  our 
Miuter  Brioeoh,"  whis] 
fly  right  ship  among  the 
seem  to  be  overstocked  n 
roe,  they  arti't  never  gi 

"  If  I  am  right  in  m; 
ton, "  we  are  to  set  the  t 
not  be  best,  Johnson,  fi 
this,  whilst  the  rest  kec) 

*'  All  right,  MiMte 
veteran;  "  and  111  juil 
nie,  whilst  you  pepper  t 
But,  first  of  all,  have  i 
and  astonish  their  ind 

*'  Make  ready  !^  exe 
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the  surviTors,  who  at  first  stood  panic-struck ;  but, 
some  of  the  more  quick-witted  conjecturing  the 
cause,  it  was  instantly  vocif«-ated  through  the 
whole,  and  '^  les  Anglais — les  Anglais !"  reverbera- 
ted amongst  the  rocks.  Another  volley  produced 
nearly  similar  deadly  results,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  ship  was  abandoned  to  the  captors.  But  the 
people  on  shore  were  not  destitute  of  fire-arms,  as 
a  scattering  and  random  discharge  soon  evinced, 
though  it  did  no  injury,  and  Johnson  with  his 
shipmates  cleverly  effected  an  entrance  to  the  cabin 
by  the  sky-light. 

The  boats  had  rapidly  pulled  for  the  shcnre,  and 
the  moi  had  joined  their  confederates,  as  they  extin- 
guished their  torches  and  sought  shelter  among  the 
rocks,  so  that  nothing  remained  visible  to  present  a 
mark  to  fire  at,  and  Hamilton  and  his  party  were 
compelled  to  remain  inactive.  But  this  did  not 
last  long,  for  the  measured  sweep  of  many  oars  iki 
more  boats  than  one,  was  heard  approaching  along 
the  shore,  and  the  young  midshipman  readily  con- 
jectured that  the  sounds  proceeded  from  the  row^ 
boats  that  had  been  carried  away  by  the  stream, 
and  were  now  exerting  their  utmost  strength,  no 
doubt  stimulated  to  action  by  the  reports  of  the 
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firelocks.      In  this  vmergency,    be    eamKtIv  re- 

(fueOed  Quaco,  as  ihe  perscio  in  whom  be  oouU 

jdacv  th«  gT«At«st  reliance,  to  inform  old 

ot  the  circumsuucf .     The  negro  at  first 

■D  uDwillingnws  to  go,  hut  ftDcling  Hamiltoo  vu 

determined  to  perform  tbe  dut^  himself  if  he  refused, 

Ik  reluctantly  complied. 

Anxiously  did  the  young  mtdsbipman  wait  for 
the  old  man's  re-appearance.  The  nmse  of  the  oan 
was  minutely  growing  louder ;  tlte  ue^^roes  on  the 
beach  were  re-ligbling  their  torches,  and  baviog 
become  aware  of  the  advance  of  their  frieads,  sboui 
after  shout  resounded  amongst  the  crags,  multi- 
plied by  the  numerous  echoes  into  a  myriad  at 
vttces.  Still  Johnson  came  not,  and  Hamiltoo, 
after  waiting  a  few  minutes  longer,  went  himself  in 
search  d!  lum.  On  reaching  the  cahin  sky-light  Ijc 
lowered  himself  by  a  rope,  and  found  the  old  man 
very  busily  engaged  in  igniting  a  ({iiantity  of  oorn- 
bustibles  he  had  collected  K^tber  in  the  slate- 
room,  which  had  tmce  belonged  to  the  caplain,  and 
one  of  the  men  with  distended  cheeks  was  blowiitf 
it  into  flame. 

"  Young  genelman,"  exclaimed  the  veteran, 
"  what,  desalted  your  poet  whilst  your  ms)  ai«  is 
danger  ?" 
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^  Have  you  seen  Quaco?"  eageriy  inquired  the 
midshipman ;  —  '*  where  is  he  ?  I  thought  you 
would  have  heeded  the  message  I  sent'' 

"  You  best  can  tell  where  the  nigger  is.  Muster 
Brineoh — ^blow  harder,  you  lubber,'^  returned  John- 
son,  alternately  speaking  to  Hamilton  and  the  sea- 
man, who  acted  as  a  supernumerary  pair  of  bel. 
lows;  <<  I  left  Quaco  under  your  orders  in  the 
nudn-chainfr—^uff  away ; — and  as  for  messages — 
there  it  comes,  bright  and  clear— »why  as  for 
messages -^stronger  yet,  and  the  flame  rises— I 
am^t  seen  no  living  homogifierous  cretur  since  I 
boarded  the  craft,  save  and  excepting  fat  Jem 
here,  who's  puffing  away  like  a  grampus*— a  freA 
hand  at  the  bellows,  Jem." 

"  What  can  have  become  of  the  negro,  then,* 
exclaimed  Hamilton,  in  apprehensive  alarm;  ^^I 
sent  him  some  time  ago  to  tell  you  that  the  row- 
boats  were  coming  up  along-shore^  and  w&ce  cloe^ 
to  us." 

^^  The  row-boats,*  reiterated  Johnson  ;  *^  another 
puff»  Jem— then  it's  time  to  be  moving,  Muster  Bri* 
neoh.  And  there  it  is,  all  on  fire;  it  'ull  puzsle 
'em,  Jem,  to  distinguish  that  again,  so  yoamay  leave 
off  now,  and  if  you  can  find  a  toothful  o^rum,  bear 


t 


CBD  Quaco  have  gt 

companioti." 

"Mayhap  he  1 
others  down  f<H 
shouldn't  like  to 
inkBtink  might  hd 
being  a  shipmate  i 
call  the  men  togc 
lips,  blew  it  shrill; 
went  on — '*  we  she 
though  a  piece  o' 
wery  clearly  digkii 

In  a-  very  short 
their  appearance,  a 
th«n  might  have  fa 
begrimed  were  all  t 
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ing  and  a  discharge  of  musketry  quickened  the 
motions  of  the  fire  brigade,  who  hastily  ascended 
to  the  deck,  except  old  Johnson,  and  Hamilton 
saw  him,  with  a  sort  of  match  in  his  hand,  set  fire 
to  a  quantity  of  loose  cotton  that  was  thickly  spread 
between  the  cabin  table  and  the  aftmost  lockers. 
They  were  not  long  in  mustering  in  the  channels, 
but  no  one  could  or  would  render  any  account  of 
Quaco,  and  Hamilton  expressed  his  determination 
to  proceed  in  quest  of  him. 

**  Avast,  avast.  Muster  Brineoh,"  exclaimed 
Johnson,  in  an  admonitory  tone ;  ^  in  less  than  five 
minutes  from  this  time  there  will  be  an  explosion 
abaft,  and  the  lads  have  set  her  on  fire  in  half  a 
dozen  different  places.  You  ought  not  to  disre- 
member,  sir,  that  you  are  now  an  oflicer  in  his 
Majesty^s  sarvice,  God  bless  him,  and  that  every 
one  demands  the  same  care  from  you,  let  em  be 
black,  white,  or  grey.  These  here  men,  sir,  won't 
start  tack  or  sheet  without  you,  and " 

"  You  are  right,  Johnson,*'  returned  the  youth 
mournfully ;  **  my  regard  for  the  negro  was  blind-^ 
ing  me  to  my  duty.  To  the  boat,  my  lads — to 
the  boat."* 

Whilst  this  brief  conversation  was  going  on,  the 
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<^  She*s  Dur^s,  young  genelmaD^^  uttered  the  veteran 
tar»  ^^  and  we  must  carry  her  off  with  us.  Take  her 
in  tow  there  in  the  cutter,  whilst  we  toss  up  the 
masts/' 

The  wind  had  continued  to  freshen  from  its  first 
getting  up»  and  was  now  blowing  a  top-gallant 
bveese;  the  row-^boafs  sails  were  lateen,  and  to 
step  the  short  stump  of  masts  was  the  work  of  not 
more  than  a  couple  of  minutes;  but  before  that 
time  had  elapsed  the  whole  flotilla  were  seen  round- 
ing the  ship*s  stem,  though  evidently  with  much 
caution.  At  this  instant  a  loud  explosion  blew  the 
vessel's  quarter  completely  out ;  the  fragments  were 
dashed  with  impetuosity  amongst  the  row-boats, 
rending  and  crashing,  and  slaying ;  and  several  of 
the  cutter's  hands  received  cfrntiisions  and  bruises, 
though,  happily,  without  any  fatal  consequences. 

For  several  minutes  dismay  seemed  to  pervade 
both  parties,  but  the  English  recovering  first,  the 
sails  of  the  prize  were  promptly  set ;  the  cutter  as 
quickly  followed  the  example,  and  hoisted  her 
three  lugs,  and  they  were  walking  off  at  a  spank- 
iag  rate,  when  the  Frenchmen^  recovering  from 
their  panic,  sent  a  volley  after  them  which  killed 
two— ^ne  of  the  prisoners  and  a  mariiie^«— and 
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mother;  Madame  Brienot  is,  perhaps,  separated 
from  me  for  ever,  and  the  negro  was  the  only  tie 
I  had  remaining  ;'^  he  paused  a  minute,  **  yet  I 
wrong  you,  my  kind  friend;  you  have,  indeed, 
shown  me  the  most  disinterested  friendship,  and  i^ 
is  solely  to  you  that  I  am  indebted  for  my  present 
circumstances.^' 

"  Why  ay.  Muster  Brineoh,*'  responded  the 
veteran ;  ^^  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  you  are  none 
the  worse  for  having  a  friend  at  court,  as  the  don- 
key-man said  to  his  ass ;  nor  am  I  going  to  enter 
any  thing  again  your  name  in  regard  o*  your 
liking  for  the  nigger;  but  alays  bear  in  mind, 
young  genelman,  that  an  officer  must  hardly  be 
allowed  to  pay  out  the  slack  of  feeling  for  hisself 
when  on  duty  ;  for  then  his  king,  his  country,  and 
the  people  he  has  in  charge,  ought  to  disgross  the 
whole  tier  of  his  ideas,  whether  they*re  coiled 
away  in  Flemish  fakes,  or  ownly  in  cable  fashion. 
But  that  amH  altogether  what  I'm  going  to  tell 
you,  though  IVe  roused  out  pretty  handsomely  in 
the  way  of  lingo  to  give  a  sort  of  prefish  to  the 
rest.  That  'ere  craft  in  flames  am't  by  no  manner 
o*  means  the  ship  as  we've  been  looking  arter,  but, 
according  to  my  notion  o'  things,  she^s  a  Spaniard 
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doctor,  and  so  if  you  pleases  well  make  sail  for 
Jamaica  and  look  for  the  ship." 

This  was  instantly  acceded  to,  for  independently 
of  his  humanity  towards  the  sufferers,  he  felt  it  would 
be  necessary  to  get  his  own  hurts  dressed;  but 
whilst  giving  the  necessary  orders  to  fulfil  his  de- 
sire, a  sudden  sickness  at  heart  came  over  him  ;  he 
staggered  a  few  paces,  and  fell  heavily  upon  the 
deck. 

<<  Well,  then,  Pm  blowed  if  this  here  am*t  too  bad 
of  me,"  exclaimed  old  Johnson,  as  he  assisted  to  raise 
the  prostrate  youth ;  ^^  here  have  I  been  working 
this  young  genelman  as  if  his  timbers  and  his 
scantling  were  as  sound  as  an  ould  tar's  as  has 
weatliered  the  breeze  for  forty  years.  Lift  him  up 
as  gingerly  as  you  would  an  infant,  Jem,  and  let 
us  take  shame  to  oursels  for  heaving  the  poor  lad 
on  his  beam-ends,  after  such  a  no-manVknd  sort  of 
fashion.  Muster  Brineoh,"  shouted  he,  but  the 
youth  made  no  response,  for  he  had  fainted — ^<  Mus- 
ter Brineoh,"  repeated  the  veteran  still  louder; 
*'  now  Heaven  forbid  that  he^s  got  beyond 
hail.  Muster  Brineoh ! — Yo  hoy !— 4t^8  o'  no  use, 
Jem. — ^Why  where's  that  lubber  of  a  jolly  ?^— Here, 
you  corporal ;  confound  your  jawing-gear ;  bear  a 
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hmgy  and  on  his  revival  he  found  every  sail  was 
packed  upon  the  vessel,  the  row-boat  with  her 
lateens  being  left  to  make  the  best  of  her  course 
atone ;  but  fortunately  she  held  good  way  with  the 
schooner,  and  was  not  left  very  far  astern.  Three 
of  the  wounded  Frenchmen  died  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  and  just  about  dusk  they  fell  in  with  the 
GlaasoVisky,  who,  after  seeing  the  prizes  safe  into 
port,  had  come  out  in  search  of  them.  The  wounded 
wafe  immediately  removed  to  the  sloop  of  war,  but 
as  Hamilton  earnestly  desired  to  remain  in  the 
schooner,  the  surgeon  did  all  that  was  necessary 
and  left  him. '  The  following  day  they  arrived  at 
Jamaica ;  and  shortly  afterwards  the  schooner  was 
bought  into  the  service. 

It  was  with  feelings  of  considerable  pleasure 
and  pride  that  the  young  midshipman  heard  the 
congratulations  of  his  veteran  commander;  no- 
thing but  the  earnest  solicitude  of  old  Johnson 
could  exceed  the  considerate  kindness  of  Captain 
Tyrrdl,  who  embraced  every  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing Hamilton  to  his  friends  (and  he  had  many), 
both  ashore  and  afloat,  and  the  youth  would  have 
felt  perfectly  happy  could  he  have  seen  his  benefac- 
tress rescued  from  the  fangs  of  the  French  commis- 
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sioners,  and  have  ascertained  the  fate  of  his  old  a^ 
sociate,  Quaco.  But  nothing  ia  perfect  in  the  world, 
and  this  truth  was  fully  felt  by  the  young  midship- 
man, though  hope  swelled  high  in  his  breast  that 
both  desires  would,  before  long,  be  accomplished. 

It  was  at  this  very  juncture  that  Captain  Tynell, 
wholly  unexpected  by  himself,  was  made  acting  post 
in  a  two-and-thirty  gun  frigate,  and  Hamilton  was 
induced  to  follow  him,  especially  as  one  hundred 
pounds  had  been  presented  to  him  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Kingston  for  his  gallantry,  and  he  was  ena- 
bled to  discharge  his  pecuniary  obligations,  and  add 
to  his  slender  stock  of  clothes.  Nor  was  the  veteran 
Johnson  left  behind,  for  his  chief  and  he  had  been 
so  many  years  together  that  separation  was  impos- 
sible, and  he  was  allowed  to  accompany  his  old  com- 
mander. The  frigate  had  not  been  long  from  Eng- 
land, and  having  been  under  the  command  of  a 
thorough  martinet  (removed  into  a  fi>rty*fiiur)  the 
young  midshipman  found  a  very  different  set  off  offi- 
cers to  those  of  the  old  ship,  whilst  the  meo,  ac- 
quainted beforehand  with  Tyrrell'^s  character,  had 
no  sooner  heard  his  commission  read»  than  they 
greeted  him  with  three  hearty  and  honest  cheers^ 

Such  was  the  posture  of  affairs  when  the  revenes 
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in  the  West-India  Islands  rendered  it  necessary  to 
send  confidential  despatches  to  England,  and  Cap- 
tain Tyrrell  was  selected  for  the  purpose.  No  time 
was  allowed  for  consideration ;  the  ship  was  vic- 
tualled and  watered  without  a  moment^s  delay,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  was  under  weigh,  and 
OQ  her  passage  for  home.  Nothing  material  occurred 
beyond  a  gale  of  wind,  during  the  voyage,  and  in 
aix  weeks  from  the  day  of  their  departure  they 
moored  ship  in  Plymouth  Sound.  Ciq>tain  Tyr- 
rell started  for  the  metropolis  with  his  despatches, 
and  intelligence  was  received  on  board  that  he  had 
met  with  a  very  gracious  reception  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  His  elevation  to  post 
rank,  and  his  appointment  to  the  frigate,  were 
confirmed. 

Under  the  instruction  of  his  veteran  firiend,  old 
Johnson,  young  Hamilton  had  diligently  apfdied 
himself  to  the  study  of  seamanship,  and  as  nothing 
gratifies  the  pride  of  an  old  tar  more  than 
witnessing  the  progress  of  a  youngster  in  the  art 
they  are  so  evidently  attached  to,  he  was  never  at 
a  loss  for  a  practical  teacher ;  whilst  Mr.  Wetsail, 
who  had  been  invalided  from  the  sloop  of  war,  and  had 
taken  a  passage  to  England  with  his  ancient  shipmate 
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and  commander,  imparted  to  the  youth  a  oorreet 
knowledge  of  navigation,  so  that  he  bade  fair  tob^ 
come  an  active,  enterprising,  and  intelligent  officer. 

Whilst  refitting,  Hamilton  was  very  attentive  to 
his  duties,  and  the  first  lieutenant  lost  no  opportu- 
nity of  assisting  him  in  his  nautical  education ;  and 
whilst  others,  who  had  many  relatives  and 
were  enjoying  the  delights  of  the  shore,  he 
steadily  by  the  ship.  But  a  period  of  rdaxation 
arrived,  and  then  Mr.  Simpson  took  hiro  to  viflt 
and  inspect  the  wonders  of  Plymouth  ;  the  fortifi* 
cations  and  the  dock-yard  excited  his  admiratioo 
and  astonishment,  and  he  felt  a  glow  of  pleasure 
warm  his  heart  as  a  conviction  came  across  bis 
mind  that  he  too  was  an  Englishman,  though  it 
was  soon  saddened  down  by  the  reflection  that  he 
was  alone  in  the  world,  without  parents,  without 
kindred,  without  home,  and  almost  deatitiite  cf 
friends. 

The  season  was  summer,  and  nature  appeflwi 
beautiful  in  her  verdure;  the  Sovereign  and  dka 
Court  were  at  Weymouth,  and  thither  was  the  M^ 
gate  ordered  to  attend  upon  the  royal  yacht,  as  pot 
of  a  protecting  squadron,  when  his  Majesty  em* 
barked  on  a  cruise.    Hamilton  was  delighted  st 
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the  prospect  of  seeing  the  powerful  monarch,  of 
whom  he  had  heard  so  much,  as  possessing  the  ar- 
dent attachment  of  his  people ;  whilst  others  calcu- 
lated upon  some  event  occurring  that  would  bring 
them  under  the  kingly  eye,  and  insure  their  pro- 
motion. 

t  On  his  arrival  in  Portland  Roads,  Captain  Tyr- 
ttilt  in  full  uniform,  hastened  in  his  barge  to  wait 
upon  his  Majesty,  and  Hamilton  accompanied  him 
tp  charge  of  the  boat,  of  which  old  Johnson  was 
coxswain.  As  soon  as  he  had  landed  at  the  jetty, 
for  the  tide  was  out,  the  veteran  chief  took  his  way 
to  the  royal  residence,  leaving  the  young  midship- 
man with  orders  to  await  his  return,  andnot  to  suffer 
the  men  to  wander  away. 

The  afternoon  was  rather  sultry,  with  but  little 
wind,  and  the  beach  was  nearly  deserted  on  account 
of  some  fdte  that  was  going  on  in  the  town.  An 
hour  had  elapsed,  and  the  intense  heat  caused  the 
harg^-men  to  be  thirsty  ;  at  least  they  said  so,  and 
pecmiMion  was  requested  for  two  of  them  to  run 
to=  the  nearest  public-house,  to  bring  down  drink 
for  the  reet;  but  Hamilton,  rigidly  adhering  to  his 
orders,  positively  refused,  and  no  small  degree  of 
grumbling  was  the  consequence. 
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*^  What  am  I  to  do,  Johnson  ?"  enquired  the 
youth,  a  short  distance  apart  from  the  rest,  of  his 
humble  friend — ^^  you  know  how  strict  the  captain's 
orders  were,  and  yet  I  cannot  endure  the  thought  • 
that  the  poor  fellows  should  suffer.*' 

^^  Dooty  afore  all  nations.  Muster  Brineoh — ^and 
though  I  wants  a  toothful  as  much  as  any  on  'em, 
and  would  top  my  boom  to  get  it  if  I  could,  yet, 
says  I,  death  afore  dishonor ;  and  as  you\e  axed  me 
my  opinion  o^  things  in  general,  and  this  here  in 
particular,  why  all  Fve  got  to  say  is,  there  ar'nt 
one  of  'em  as  ought  to  side  out  for  a  bend,  even  if 
Billy  Pitt  was  to  tell  Vm.'* 

*<  What,  what,  what — what's  that  about  Billv 
Pitt  ?'*  exclaimed  a  tall  elderly  gentleman,  who  had 
advanced  upon  them  unperceived ;  *^  Who's  Billy 
Pitt  eh,— who's  BiUy  Pitt  ?•' 

**  Why,  yer  honor,**  returned  old  Johnson,  hitch- 
ing up  his  trowsers,  and  giving  the  enquirer  a  look 
of  mingling  respect  and  reproach,  '*  you  seems  to 
be  the  full-length  of  a  genelman  at  all  events, 
from  your  figure-head  to  your  stam,  but  I  never 
liked  listeners,  from  a  notion  I  got  when  I  was  slad, 
that  the  devil  always  was  badgering  athwart  my 
bows,  to  catch  howld  of  every  word  as  was  laimehed 
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out  of  my  bridle  port ;  and  as  for  Billy  Pitt,  may- 
hap you  long-shore  gentry  may  sabby  the  thing 
better  nor  I,  that  Billy  Pitt  is  ould  Georgy^s  chief 
mate,  as  works  a  traverse  to  get  to  wind'ard  of 
his  skipper,  and  though  he  don^t  wear  the  crown, 
Pm  blessed  but  he  rigs  out  the  sceptre  like  a  guess- 
warp  boom,  for  any  one  to  hang  on  by  ;  and  there, 
ycr  honor,  that's  Billy  Pitt."* 

"All riddlemeree  !  riddlemeree !"  responded  the 
gentleman,  as  he  lifted  a  gold-headed  cane  and  laid 
it,  with  the  utmost  gentleness,  on  the  old  tar^s 
shoulder ;  while  Hamilton,  who  had  drank  in  every 
word  of  the  stranger*s  speech,  experienced  a  thrill- 
ing sensation,  for  which  he  could  by  no  means 
account 

«  But  come,  come,  Mr.  Midshipman,^  continued 
the  gentleman,  addressing  the  youth ;  "  what, 
what  was  you  saying  about  Billy  Pitt— eh,  what 
was  you  sajdng  about  Billy  Pitt  ?^ 

^*  Well,  yer  honour,  I  hopes  no  disparagement, 
for  I  means  none,'^  intruded  old  Johnson,  for  Ha- 
milton was  unable  to  reply ;  "  but  the  case  stands 
just  as  this  here :  you  can^t  expect  the  know-all- 
edness  and  experience  of  sixty-two  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  fifteen  or  sixteen,  and  therefore  mayhap  the 
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young  genelman  don*t  never  sabby  nothing  what- 
somever  about  Billy  Pitt,  and  the  more  so  in  re- 
gard of  his  having  passed  most  of  his  life  in  the 
West  Ingies.  Howsomever,  I  ar^nt  never  ashamed 
of  anything  I  says,  and  so  in  course  I'll  jist  over-  J 
haul  the  calkilations  of  the  thing.  The  skipper  has 
come  ashore  to  wait  upon  his  Majesty,  God  bless 
him  !  and  the  day  being  hot,  the  people  got  dry  and 
wanted  to  go  up  to  the  public,  and  fetch  down  someut 
stronger  nor  water ;  but  the  captain*s  orders  was  as 
not  a  soul  was  to  leave  the  barge,  and  I  was  just 
telling  the  young  officer  not  to  allow  them  by 
no  manner  o^  means,  even  if  Billy  Pitt  was  to  come 
and  fetch  era." 

^^  But  the  king — suppose  the  king  was  to  come, 
what  would  you  do  then?"  uttered  the  old  gentle- 
man archly,  *^  you  would  not  refuse  the  king  ?" 

**  It  am't  for  me  in  my  capacity  as  coxsun  to 
answer  for  my  officer.*'  returned  Johnscm  ratha-  un- 
willing to  take  upon  himself  more  responribility 
than  he  ought  to  do,  or  else  desirous  of  drawing 
Hamilton  out.  ^<But  if  I  had  charge,  why  I 
knows  too  much  of  owld  Georgy  to  log  down 
again  him  that  ever  he  would  oonatrapulate  a  ]ioor 
tar  to  neglect  his  dooty  to  his  commander.** 
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^^ Con- what?  con-strap— constrap,  eh,  what, 
what?*'  inquired  the  gentleman,  while  Hamilton 
endeavoured  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  con- 
nect his  early  recollections  with  the  voice  and  man- 
ner of  the  stranger. 

'*  Constrapulate,  yer  honor,^  repeated  Johnson ; 
**  which  means  bamboozle,  or  cumfuzzle  a  Mbw, 
so  as  to  bring  him  under  the  articles  of  war,  and 
perhaps  get  him  seized  up  at  the  gangway .'^' 

<<  But  Billy  Pitt  is  a  friend  of  mine,*^  exclaimed 
the  gentleman,  seriously— ^^  mustn't  hear  him  spoke 
ill  of— no,  no— mustn't  speak  ill  of  Billy  Pitt" 

<<  Well,  yer  honor,  I  am't  got  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  3rer  honor — but  I  am  not  the  lad^  as  I  said 
afore,  to  keep  my  thoughts  in  a  fog4iank,  or  in 
boobibus,  as  Muster  Herrick  would  have  said,  and 
so  I'^U  just  pay  out  a  bit  of  my  mind — Billy  Pitt* 
am^t  never  no  better  than  he  should  be.^ 

*  It  U  a  curiou*  circamstance  tbat  I  have  never  yet  heard 
accoanted  for,  although  the  fact  is  ondeDiable,  the  old  men- 
of-war's  men,  both  before  and  after  the  mutiny,  attributed 
all  their  troubles  to  the  celebrated  William  Pitt,  and  his  name 
was  scarcely  erer  used  without  an  execration.  The  negrstf 
entertained  a  very  different  opinion  of  the  "  beaven-boni ' 
minister,"  and  both  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  in  the  Wcet 
Indies,  Billy  Pitt  was  a  name  very  finely  aatnmed,  aad  very 

VOL.  III.  a  proudly 
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*'  Monstrous  charge! — heavy  ofFence!^  exclaimed 
the  stranger  laughingly ;  ^'  and  so,  young  gen- 
tleman, you  wouldn't  let  them  drink — right,  right, 
very  right  that — ^bad  habit,  drinking.^ 

^*To  excess,  I  presume  you  mean,  sir,*  said 
Hamilton.  ^*  I  have  no  objections  to  my  men 
quenching  their  thirst  this  warm  day,  but  I  cannot 
consent  to  their  quitting  the  boat.** 

*^  Under  all  circumstances,  mayhap  yer  honor 
wouldnH  mind  just  making  a  board  to  the  puUic, 
and  teUing  'em  to  send  down  a  bucket  o'  stuff,**  re- 
quested Johnson. 

"  Stuff !— stuff !— what  stuff?"  returned  the  per- 
son  addressed;  ^^canH  tell  what  you  mean  by  stuff.'* 

"  Lord  love  yer  heart — why  yer  honor  must  be 
a  little  nummy  not  to  diskiver  the  meaning  of 
*  stuff,  ^"  answered  Johnson  with  a  mingled  look  of 
ridicule  and  contempt;  *'why  stuff  means  grog,  ale, 
beer,  and  what  not,  for  a  thirsty  sowl  to  drink.^ 

**  What,  mix  *em  all  up  together  .^  inquired  the 
stranger ;   **  bad  stuff  that — ^bring  on  headache — 

proud)y  ackDowledg^d.  At  moat  of  the  negro  MtUementi  or 
tribes,  loch  at  those  at  Madaf|;ascar,  the  Comoro  lalanda,  !»• 
the  adviser  of  the  king  was  called  Billy  Pitt,  and  the 
thing  occurred  in  the  Soath  Sea  Islands. 
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get  in  the  sick  list — and  I  suppose  you  have  come 
here  to  attend  upon  the  King.*** 

'*  And  that's  what  we  have,  yer  honor,**  responded 
Johnson  proudly.  '*!  ownly  wish  his  Majesty — 
Grod  bless  him !  was  here  now;  he  wouldn't  let  his 
tars  moisten  their  lips  with  sun-beams  as  ud  cook 
a  beef  steak — no,  no,  its  owld  Greorgy  as  would 
order  us  somut  to  wet  our  whistles,  and  take  the 
sheepshanks  out  of  our  windpipes  !** 

The  gentleman  fidgetted  about  for  a  minute  or  two 
evidently  pleased  with  the  bluntness  of  the  veteran, 
and  then  beckoning  to  a  person  who  was  standing 
at  a  distance,  he  gave  him  some  directions  that 
could  not  be  distinguished  by  the  seamen.  The 
man  walked  hastily  away,  and  when  he  had  got  a 
little  way  off,  the  stranger  called  after  him^  though 
not  loud  enough  for  the  other  to  hear,  '^Remember, 
nothing  but  small  beer— only  small  beer.'* 

*^  Swipes  !**  burst  forth  from  half-a-dosen  voices, 
to  the  great  amusement  of  the  gentleman,  who 
laughed  heartily  at  the  disappointment  of  the  men. 

But  at  this  moment  two  ladies  approached— Kme 
passed  the  middle  age,  but  still  retaining  traces  of 
great  beauty;  the  other  apparently  about  seventeen, 
and  as  lovely  as  Hebe  when  she  presented  nedar 

o  2 
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to  the  Grods.  The  bargemen  had  not  removed  their 
hats  to  the  gentleman ;  but  at  the  presence  of  the 
ladies,  not  a  head  was  covered,  and  the  most  pn>> 
found  and  respectful  devotion  was  evinced. 

•*  Ha — my  lady,  how  do  you  do? — ^what,  what, 
stole  away,  my  pretty  one,"  said  the  gentleman,  ad- 
dressing first  one  lady  and  then  the  other.  <*  Glo- 
rious afternoon  this — ^very  fine — should  like  to  have 
a  row  in  the  boat — very  pleasant  on  the  water- 
very — should  you  like  to  go,  eh  P** 

<'  It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure.  Sire,"  le. 
turned  the  eldest  lady ;  '*  but  this  spot  recals  paiti- 
ful  remembrances  to  poor  Ellen.^  The  younger 
female  looked  down,  and  the  tears  stole  fn>m  her 
eyes. 

<'0b  ay, — ^yes  I  recollect,"  exclaimed  the  stm- 
ger;  **a  water  excursion  would  do  her  good— oool 
breeze  yonder — I  wish  we  had  a  boat— nlcm't  grietc^ 
my  pretty  one — poor  Hammy — strange  name 
though,  comical  name — welU  my  lady,  there'*s  as 
boat.'* 

«  You  must  be  joking.  Sire,"  returned  the  dder 
female;  <<here  is  a  noble  boat  lying  idle  on  At 
beach,  and  a  gallant  crew  ready  to  obey  yadr 
ofdert. 
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"  They  won't,  though — ^no,  no,  they  won't,''  res- 
ponded the  strange  gentleman,  lookmg  archly  at 

# 

the  young  midshipman,  and  the  coxswain;  *Hhey 

wouldn't  give  even  the  King  an  airing  contrary  to 

ocnnmands.     Ah  now,  if  Hammy  had  lived-^jpoor 

Hammy! — he  might  have  been  just  such  another, 

ay,  just  such  another  as  yon  youth— he  wouldn't 

have  refused  me.'* 

<<Nor  will  he  now.  Sir,  if  it  should  risk  his 

life,"  exclaimed  Hamilton,  springing  forward  and 

catching  hold  of  the  stranger's  fingers  between  his 

own  trembling  hands.  <<  Oh,  it  has  burst  upon  me 

like  a  flash  of  lightning— I  see  it  all,  and  you  Sir, 

« 

you  are  Uhe  gentleman,'-— he  who  in  my  infancy 
was  kind  and  indulgent  to  me  and  dear  little  Ellen, 
and  played  with  us  and  young  Ned  at  nurse's. 
Yes,  yes,  it  is  all  fresh  before  me;  and  though 
years  of  quiet  and  days  of  trial  have  passed  since 
then,  still  the  glimmering  has  been  treasured  even 
in  a  far^ff  land.  I  am  that  Hammy  of  whom  you 
speak.  I  cannot,  must  not  be  deceived — ^it  would 
kill  me— oh  say  that  I  am  the  child  whom  you 
once  cherished,  and  who  was  carried  away  to  sea«- 
.  do  not  slay  me  outright,^  and  the  youth  burst  into 
tears. 
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This  appeal  was  uttered  with  much  vehemence, 
and  the  supplicatory  tone  and  manner  affected  every 
one  who  heard  it,  but  in  different  ways.  The  sea- 
men looked  like  great  schoolboys,  when  reading  a 
pathetic  tale— the  gentleman  eyed  the  youngster 
with  distrust,  as  if  fearful  of  deception — ^the  elder 
of  the  ladies  was  calm  and  placid,  though  the  soft 
distillation  of  real  sympathy  was  visible  on  her 
cheeks— the  younger  lady  gazed  with  a  fixed 
earnestness  on  the  youth,  and  scarcely  drew  her 
breath — at  length  she  hurriedly  exclaimed,  **  The 
mark  Hammy,  the  mark  my  brother  had." 

**  A  wine-mark  on  his  breast — it  is  here,  Elkn, 
it  is  here!"  Hamilton  tore  open  his  shirt  and  dis- 
played it,  and  the  next  instant  they  were  locked  in 
each  other*s  arms. 


/ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

*<  W«ll  met  again,  old  frieDd." 

Thus  acknowledged  by  the  operations  of  trium- 
phant nature,  Hamilton's  heart  was  nearly  bursting 
with  delight,  whilst  several  of  the  jolly  tars,  especi- 
ally old  Johnson,  fairly  blubbered  right  out.  Still 
the  strange  gentleman  looked  suspicious  and  uncon- 
vinced, and  the  elder  lady  (who  was  none  other  than 
the  Countess  of  Gordon)  seemed  in  some  measure 
to  share  in  the  feelings  of  her  male  friend,  though 
she  could  not  but  paticipate  in  the  joy  that  spar- 
kled on  Ellen's  countenance.  Yet  the  youth's  face 
had  not  a  single  line  that  bespoke  deception ;  all  was 
open  candour  and  exquisite  gratification. 

"  What — what  ?"  said  the  stranger;  *<tbis  must 
be  seen  to — never — no,  never  practise  imposition, 
young  man ;  we  must  inquire  into  this— eh  my  lady, 
—eh?" 

'<  Oh  !  indeed.  Sire,  he  is  no  impostor,^  uttered 
Ellen,  deprecatingly ;  *^  I  am  sure  he  is  my  bro- 
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ther — my  own  brother — the  still,  small  voice  of  my 
departed  mother  tells  me  so: — indeed,  indeed, my 
lady,  it  is  that  Hammy  I  have  wept  for  so  often.'* 

"  Do  not  distress  yourself  so  much,  my  love," 
said  the  Countess,  soothingly ;  "  I  trust  he  is  your 
long-lost  brother."  The  gentleman  shook  his  head ; 
and  Lady  Gordon  observing  it,  added,  ^^  I  think, 
either  one  way  or  the  other,  it  may  be  easily  proved, 
your  Majesty." 

The  words  "  your  Majesty'*  were  like  an  elec- 
tric shock  to  the  poor  tars,  who,  though  they  had 
heard  the  title  '^  Sire,"  knew  not  that  it  was  only 
addressed  to  a  sovereign.  Every  man  stood  proudly 
erect ;  and  Johnson,  having  hitched  up  his  trowsen^ 
cast  a  side-long  glance  at  ^^  owld  Georgy^s  **  fi^e, 
whilst  Hamilton,  as  if  awakened  to  fresh  remem- 
brances, though  dimly  shadowed  forth,  bent  him- 
self upon  one  knee  before  his  King. 

The  affair  was  partly  ludicrous,  partly  scdcmn ; 
but  the  former  eminently  prevailed,  when  the  at- 
tendant, who  had  been  despatched  for  the  "  swipes,** 
was  seen  returning,  accompanied  by  two  servants, 
each  bearing  a  highly  polished  pail,  well  filled  with 
port  wine  negus.  The  monarch  graciously  raised 
the  youth,  and  then  looking  archly,  first  at  the  n»- 
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men  and  next  at  the  beverage,  and  then  at  the  sea- 
men again,  addressed  the  veteran  Johnson  : — 

<^  Come,  come,  coxswain  —  come,  must  drink 
<owld  Georgy's*  health — and  better  manners  to 
BiUy  Pitt,  eh?— ay,  better  manners  to  Billy  Pitt  T 
and  the  monarch  laughed. 

"  God  bless  your  Majesty,''  returned  the  aged 
coxswain,  smoothing  down  the  remnant  of  his  grey 
hair.  **  If  I  spoke  my  mind  too  freely,  why,  I'm 
sorry  for  it ;  but  arter  all,  I  tould  yer  Majesty  the 
truth.  It  is  not  always  when  a  poor  fellow  is  veer- 
ing away  upon  his  palaver,  that  he  knows  when  to 
cli^  a  stopper  on  and  bring  up.  But,  yer  Majesty, 
I  meant  no  oiience;  and  as  Pve  often  fought  for  my 
King  and  country,  so  I  would  willingly  die  in  your 
sarvice :  and  as  for  the  grog " 
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The  King  wouldn't  oonstrapulate  you,  eh  ? — 
no,  no,  sailor,  the  King  never  oonstrapulates,"  and 
again  the  good-tempered  monarch  chuckled  with 
unrepressed  glee. 

Hamilton  had  withdrawn  to  a  short  distance  with 
the  ladies ;  and  Ellen,  proud  of  her  newly-found 
brother,  hung  fondly  on  his  arm,  as  they  mutyally 
recalled  to  memory  the  scenes  of  their  childhood,  so 
as  to  convince  the  Countess  of  the  lelationabip  that 
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.  pain  which  would  have  been  renewed  at  the  myste- 
rious  disappearance  of  her  son.  As  for  Hamilton 
and  Ellen,  they  were  truly  happy;  and  when  his 
Majesty  departed  with  the  Countess  and  Captain 
Tyrrell,  they  walked  together  to  the  house  which 
they  had  inhabited  when  children,  and  the  youth 
was  reminded  of  many  spots  and  incidents,  as 

'  they  were  pointed  out  by  his  sister. 

All  doubt  of  the  young  midshipman's  identity 
was  removed,  and  he  was  once  more  received  under 
Royal  patronage ;  which,  though  it  procured  him 
greater  distinction  amongst  his  superiors,  and  more 
consideration  from  his  messmates,  seldom  rendered 
him  presumptuous  with  either.  From  the  Coun- 
tess, who  was  warmly  attached  to  Ellen,  he  received 
the  utmost  kindness,  and  many  days  of  happiness 
did  the  brother  and  sister  pass  together  whilst 
the  court  remained  at  Weymouth ;  the  only  draw- 
back to  their  pleasure  being  a  want  of  knowledge 
as  to  their  parentage  and  origin. 

Hamilton — so  far  as  his  recollection  would  serve 
— narrated  his  adventures  since  their  separation,  and 
many  anxious  thoughts,  and  not  a  few  tears,,  were 
devoted  to  the  memory  of  his  kind  benefactress, 
Madame  Brienot ;  nor  was  the  negro  Quaco  forgot- 
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ten.  Having  the  entrie  to  the  royal  visitors  and 
the  friendship  of  the  Countess,  the  youth^s  roman- 
tic tale  revived  the  still-remembered  occurrence  of 
the  orphan  children  amongst  the  nobility ;  and  now 
that  they  were  grown  into  riper  years,  eveiy  one 
readily  distinguished  and  petted,  the  royal  proil- 
giea.  As  for  Captain  Tyrrell,  warm-hearted  and 
generous,  he  rejoiced  in  the  good  fortune  of  his 
young  officer ;  and  though  advanced  in  age,  yet  still 
a  great  admirer  of  rank  and  beauty,  proud  was 
the  veteran's  heart  to  receive  the  noble  Countess 
and  her  suite,  whenever  the  squadron  put  to  sea;  for 
though  Hamilton  had  been  offered  a  rating  in  the 
yacht,  he  preferred  remaining  with  his  old  com- 
mander in  more  active  service ;  and,  at  Ellen^s  in- 
tercession, her  friend  and  patroness  generally  em- 
barked in  the  frigate  during  the  royal  cruiaes,  iqd 
by  her  munificence  and  condescension,  became 
almost  idolized  by  the  gallant  crew. 

At  length  the  season  was  over— the  King  reCumed 
to  the  metropolis — Hamilton  and  Ellen  parted  from 
each  other  with  great  regret ;  but  each  had  now  a 
stronger  tie  to  bind  them  to  existence,  md  ar- 
dent as  their  warm-hearted  affections  weie^  it  hardly 
need  be  said  that  they  promised  themadvet  amsh 
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iMipiMness  ID  the  future.  The  frigate  was  ordered 
lound  to  Plymouth,  and  became  a  channel  cruiser 
OD  the  coast  of  France,  where  she  was  very  lucky 
in  captures,  so  that  Captain  Tyrrell  declared  ^^  that 
fortune  was  at  last  redeeming  her  former  scurvy 
tricks,  though  it  was  only  to  gild  his  coffin-nails." 

Whilst  cruising  off  Brest,  orders  were  received 
by  a  despatch  vessel  for  the  frigate  to  be  engaged 
upon  a  special  duty,  but  the  intent  and  purport  was 
not  communicated  to  the  officers.  At  night  the 
diip  was  anchored  near  the  Parquet  rock,  and  the 
pinnace  was  sent  to  lie  at  a  grapnel  close  innshore, 
at  Camaret  Pmnt,  ready  to  take  off  an  individual 
who  should  give  a  certain  pass-word,  but  without 
fail  to  be  on  board  again  before  dayli^t. 

The  night  passed  away  in  rigid  watchfulness- 
die  pinnace  returned  without  fulfilling  her  mission ; 
she  had  lain  dose  to  the  beach  undetected,  but  no 
one  had  made  his  appearance;  the  anchor  was 
weighed,  and  whilst  the  frigate  was  envelqped  in 
the  darkness  which  surrounded  her,  she  was  clo- 
thed with  canvas,  and  stood  out  from  her  perilous 
situation.  On  the  foUowii^  night  she  was  i^gain 
brought  up  in  nearly  the  same  spot — the  boat  re- 
sumed its  station,  and  once  more  returned  with 
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a  huge  Newfoundland  dog  crouched  beneath  the 
thwarts  under  the  rowers. 

**  What  ship  is  this  ?**  bquired  the  man  abaft. 

*<  His  Majesty^s  frigate  the  Dolphin/'  answered 
the  captain.  ^^  I  have  been  waiting  for  you  these 
five  nights— come  aboard." 

"  Directly,  Sir,"  assented  the  man.  "  But  you 
must  relieve  these  poor  fellows  firsts  they  have  had 
a  hard  pull,  sorely  against  their  wills.  Come  Nep, 
old  boy ;  sit  steady,  sir.  Ton  deck  there  ?  Lend 
me  a  hand,  up  with  the  dog.'* 

The  man's  requests  were  complied  with — the 
huge  animal  was  carefully  raised  up  the  side ;  two 
seamen  were  sent  into  the  boat— the  wearied  rowers 
ascended  to  the  deck,  followed  by  the  person  who 
had  spoken ;  the  dog  fondled  upon  him,  and  then 
laid  himself  quietly  down  near  the  binnacle. 

<*  I  fear  you  must  have  had  a  hazardous  time  of 
it,  Mr.  Mo^-ris,'^  said  the  captain.  ^*  The  pinnace 
is  now  waiting  for  you  at  the  appointed  rendezvous, 
but  I  began  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  seeing  you." 

'^  Mine  is  at  all  times  a  perilous  life,  sir,^  an- 
swercd  the  man,  ^^and  latterly  it  has  been  more  so 
than  ever.  I  have  been  in  Brest  a  whole  week,  and 
made  several  attempts  to  get  to  Camaret  Point  by 
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tells  me  that  a  squadron  is  coming  out,  purposely 
to  attack  us ;  and  as  we  cannot  stand  a  ship  of  the 
line  and  three  or  four  frigates,  the  sooner  we  top 
our  boom  the  better/' 

The  pinnace  was  h<Hsted  in«-<-the  men  danced 
round  at  the  capstan  till  the  cable  was  a  short  stay 
peak,  when  the  command  was  given  to  loose  sails. 
Morris  and  the  captain  were  conversing  together 
near  the  gangway,  when,  during  the  lull,  whilst  the 
topmen  were  aloft,  the  dog  hastily  approached  his 
master,  and  sniffing  the  wind,  gave  a  short  sharp 
growl.  **  Ha — is  it  so  Nep  ? — see  to  'em,  lad — try 
them  again."  Once  more  the  animal  elevated  his 
nose  with  quick  sudden  jerks,  and  then  uttered  a 
sound  between  a  bark  and  howL  ^^  He  never  de- 
ceived me  yet,  Captain  Tyrrell— cut— cut,  sir,  at 
once'' — he  raised  his  voice  to  a  roar.  <^  Bear  a  hand, 
and  let  fall  the  sails  aloft— dap  on  the  topsel 
sheets  and  halyards  with  a  will,  my  lads;"  then, 
bowing  to  the  surprised  captain,  he  added  in 
gentler  accents,  ^^  Forgive  my  usurpation  of  com- 
mand, sir,  but  the  enemy  is  approaching  —  and 
by — !  yonder  he  comes — this  is  no  time  for  com- 
pliments." 

Captain  Tyrrdl  looked  in  the  direction  pointed 
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tat  PcNTtsmouth:  the  breeze  in  four  hours  after- 
wards favoured  his  design,  and  the  frigate  rattled 
along  at  a  ten-knot  pace,  till  the  anchor  was  let  go 
at  Spithead.  Morris  landed  at  the  Sallyport,  and 
Tyrrell,  desirous  of  pleasing  the  Countess,  gave 
Hamilton  permission  to  accompany  the  messenger 
to  London ;  but  this  arrangement  was  defeated  by 
the  admiral,  who  sent  Morris  off  in  a  chaise  and 
four  by  himself,  and  the  young  midshipman,  eagerly 
desirous  of  seeing  his  sister,  started  by  the  coach ; 
but  on  reaching  Portman  Square,  he  ascertained 
that  the  Countess,  accompanied  by  Ellen,  had  set  off 
the  day  before  for  Castle  Toole  in  Irdand,  having 
received  intelligence  of  the  expected  dissolution  of 
her  aged  parents. 

This  was  the  first  time  the  young  midshipman 
had  visited  London,  and  it  hardly  need  be  said 
that  he  was  highly  surprised  and  pleased  at  the 
magnificence  which  the  West  End  presented.  From 
the  servants  he  received  every  attention  and  res- 
pect; refreshments  were  promptly  provided—^ 
room  was  prepared  for  him;  but  he  had  now  no 
inducement  to  remain  in  the  metropolis,  and  he 
therefore  determined  to  return  to  Portsmouth  as 
soon  as  possible.    After  writing  to  his  dster^he 
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accepted  the  offer  of  the  under-butkr  to  ihow 
hiiD  the  parks,  the  royal  palaces,  the  Admiralty, 
Whitehall,  and  other  places. 

Whilst  returning  from  a  sight  of  the  venenble 
Abbey  of  Westminster,  and  repassing  the  Admi- 
ralty, Hamilton  felt  his  hand  touched  by  some 
extremely  cold  substance,  and  turning  shaiply 
round,  he  beheld  the  Newfoundland  dog  of  the 
messenger,  who  fondled  upon  him  and  then  jdned 
his  master  as  he  stood  leaning  against  the  stone 
wall  at  the  entrance,  apparently  so  absorbed  b 
thought  as  to  be  insensible  to  every  thing  that  was 
passing  before  him.  He  was  a  fine,  tall,  muscular 
man,  with  handsome  features,  though  anxiety  had 
worn  deep  furrows  in  his  countenance,  and  an  early 
autumn  of  life  was  bringing  on  a  premature  winter 
of  age. 

Hamilton  was  about  to  accost  him,  but  unwilling 
to  disturb  his  reverie,  he  stood  still  for  a  moment 
or  two  to  contemplate  his  person.  The  dog,  too^ 
tried  to  engage  his  masters  attention  in  fitvour  of 
the  youth,  but  without  effect ;  and  it  was  not  till  a 
rough,  brawny-looking  seaman  suddenly  aeiaed 
him  by  the  arm,  that  he  became  oonacioua  of  bit 
rituation. 
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*•  What  cheer — what  cheer  ?^  exclaimed  the  highly 
gratified  tar.  <^  It^s  many  a  long  day  einoe  weVe 
been  alongside  o*  each  other.  Captain  Feagfaan." 

<^  Hush,  hush,  old  man,^'  returned  the  messenger, 
grasping  the  hand  of  the  tar,  which  he  cordially 
shook;  *<you  must  not  hail  me  by  that  name  here — 
but  how  do  you  weather  it,  Tom  ? — ^you  look  in 
good  sailing  trim,  old  boy.^ 

<<  Why  as  for  the  matter  o*  that,  it's  been  like  the 
outside  and  lining  of  an  oyster's  jacket  wi'  me — 
rough  and  smooth,  sir,''  responded  the  seaman. 
*^I've  made  a  few  trips  across  the  pond,  but 
somehow  I  never  had  much  luck  in  that  way  since 
we  lost  the  Blue  Bob— poor  thing." 

*'  Don't  refer  to  it,  Tom — ^it  revives  recollections 
which  I  would  wish  to  subdue,"  said  the  messenger 
mournfully ;  but  catching  sight  of  Hamilton,  his 
manner  instantly  changed  as  he  uttered,  ^'You 
have  not  forgotten  me,  then,  young  gentleman? 
I  am  glad  to  see  you,  and  hope  you  have  found 
your  friends  well." 

<<  Thank  you  for  your  good  wishes,'*  returned 
Hamilton;  '^but,  unfortunately  for  me,  my  fiiends 
are  gone  over  to  Ireland."  The  man  started,  and 
an  expression  of  deep  interest  mingled  with  faim 
passed  across  his  features.    <<They  left  London 
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yeatetday,  but   I   understand    they  wa«  ii 

health  when  they  departed."  ^ 

"  If  the  question  will  not  be  deekncd  immi 
pray  to  what  part  of  Ireland  are  UiM 
inquired  the  messenger.  d 

"  To  Castie  Toole,  near  Baniry,"  nCim 
midshipman;  "a  nuher  wild  and  lawless  i 
the  country,  I  am  told. 

The  seaman  and  the  messenger  glanced  J 
at  each  other ;  and  the  latter  rather  1 1  liiiiwij 
claimed,  in  a  strong  I  rish  accent,  "and  who  luri 
it  wild  and  lawless  ?  them  as  are  battening  c 
blood,theniaTTow,and  the  sinews  of  my  couotr 
Are  you  related  to  the  O'Tooles,  young  gentle 
— oh!  their*^  is  an  honoured  and  a  holy  name 
Before  Hamilton  could  reply,  however,  the 
man  who  had  been  addressed  as  Tom  (and  w 
fact  none  other  than  our  old  acquaintancse 
boatswain  of  the  smuggling  cutter,  old 
Graves)  eagerly  vociferaled,  "  and  that 
freshens  the  nip  of  my  memory,  cap4ain^ 
fbund  her,  and  she's  now  in  England."  M 
"  Ha!"  uttered  the  messenger,aa  be  drew* 
vulsive  respiration,  "  how  did  you  discover  fa 
eh)  Tom? — does  any  one  else  know  a  wonlx 
matter  j"* 
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^*  Lord  love  your  heart,  yes,  and  I  was  coming 
to  the  Admirality  purpose  to  ax  about  it,"  replied 
Graves. 

^*  About  what,  Tom— about  what  ?^  asked  the 
captain,  greatly  agitated.  ^^Tell  me,  sir,"  he  con^ 
tinued  sternly — ^^tell  me  in  what  way  you  found 
out  where  and  who  she  was.*^ 

**  Why,  you  know.  Captain  Feaghan,  I  never  was 
much  of  a  hand  at  making  head-way  when  over- 
pressed  by  canvas — I  was  somut  like  the  cutter 
in  that — poor  thingf^  remonstrated  old  Tom;  ^^but 
if  you'll  listen  a  minute  or  two,  why  I'll  just  over- 
haul the  circumstance  of  my  diskivering  o^  Madam 
Brienot." 

^*  Madame  who  ?^'  eagerly  inquired  Feaghan,  as 
he  again  folded  his  arms  and  leaned  against  the 
wall ;  ^*  I  thought  you  meant  some  one  else.  Who 
is  this  Madame — what's  her  name  you  are  speak- 
ing  of?" 

<'  Well,  then,  I'm  blessed  if  that  don't  clinch  it," 
exclaimed*  the  old  man.  ^^  Why,  didn't  we  leave  the 
young  'un  with  Madame  Brienot  at  Bordeaux  ?— -^ 
Hamilton's  ears  tingled, — **  and  that  reminds  me 
that  the  craft  you  went  out  in  was  wrecked,  and  all 
hands  perished.    Yet,  captain,  you  are  bere.*^ 

<<  Yes,  yes,  Tom ;  a  trusty  friendy  that  never 
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deserted  me  in  peril/'  and  he  patted  his  dog*8  bead, 
who  seemed  perfectly  sensible  that  the  allusion  was 
to  him,  *^  saved  me.  But  what  of  Madame  Brienot  ?" 

^*  Why,  she's  in  London  here,  all  alive  as  a  con- 
ger, and  the  lad's  alive  too  aboard  o'  some  uuum)'-         | 
war,  and  IVe  hauled  my  wind  upon  this  here  tack, 
just  to  try  and  make  him  out,'^  answered  Graves. 

The  coincidence  of  names  and  places,  if  it  was 
nothing  else,  acted  powerfully  on  the  youth^s  mind, 
and  seizing  the  hand  of  old  Tom,  be  hastily  de- 
manded '^  Is  Madame  Brienot  from  the  West 
Indies?" 

"  Why,  ay,  young  gentleman,"  answered 
Graves ;  ^*  she's  not  long  landed  from  a  Yankee 
as  brought  her  from  San  Domingoi,  where  the 
blacks  are  all  turning  Christians,  and  cutting  one 
another's  throats." 

*^  And  the  child's  name-— quick,  if  you  would 
spare  me  agony  !  What  was  the  child^s  name  that 
you  left  with  her  ?" 

Feaghan  gave  the  youth  a  keen  look  of  scrutiny, 
for  his  former  mention  of  Castle  Toole  awakened 
suqndon;  but  old  Tom  replied  in  his  stndg^ 
forward  manner,  *^  Why,  to  the  best  of  my  reooUee- 
tioD,  his  name  was  Hammy.^ 

<*My   God   I  thank  thee!**  fenrcntly  ullmd 
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the  youth ;  *'  thou  hast  indeed  wrought  wonders 
for  me  V  Then  addressing  the  seaman,  he  con- 
tinued, ^<  That  child  was  stolen  from  the  beach  at 
Weymouth,  was  it  not  so  ?*" 

"  Can't  disactly  say,''  answered  Graves,  looking 
inquiringly  at  Maiurice  Feaghan ;  ^*  mayhap  it 
might,  and  mayhap  it  mightn't." 

"  It  was,  it  was ; — ^it  must  be  so  !"  vehemently 
uttered  the  youth,  as  he  threw  his  arm  round  the 
dog's  neck-^who  licked  his  face,  and  seemed  pleased 
with  the  caress.  *^  This  is  the  noble  animal  that 
has  been  often  shadowed  in  my  remembrance  as  my 
early  pla3rmate — ^this  is  that  Neptune  who  swam 
with  me  in  the  water.  Old  man,  I  am  that  Hammy 
who  was  left  at  Bordeaux." 

Tom  held  the  youth  at  arm's  length,  as  he 
earnestly  gazed  on  his  features,  whilst  an  hysterical 
laugh  burst  from  Feaghan,  and  a  number  of  people 
were  gathering  round  them ;  but  a  well-timed  re* 
pression  of  feeling  by  the  Captain  saved  them  from 
annoyance,  and  together  they  adjourned  to  a  coffee- 
house, where  mutual  explanations  ensued. 

It  appeared  that  Tom  Graves  had  quitted  the 
contraband  dealing  (except  on  particular  occasions, 
such  as  landing  a  freight  from  an  Indiaman,  or  aoine 
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^  Let  it  rest  for  the  present/*  returned  Feaghan. 
*'  You  are  most  assuredly  what  I  have  stated  you 
to  be;  but  a  powerful  and  malignant  enemy  inter- 
venes, one  whose  wealth  would  outwcagh  even  that 
of  a  parsimonious  long.  I  know  who  you  are,  and 
have  evidence  of  the  fact :  but  we  must  go  discreetly 
to  work.  We  must  take  a  run  over  to  Ireland, 
though  perhaps,  if  recognized  there,  my  life  would 
not  be  worth  more  than  a  few  hours^  purchase.  Still 
it  must  be  done  ;  in  fiu^t,  it  was  my  intention  to  visit 
that  distracted  country  before  making  another  trip 
•^the  Countess  being  there,  will  aid  us  in  our 
designs.  Go  now,  young  gentleman,  and  see  the 
French  lady,  and  I  will  wait  upon  her  in  the 
evening.  I  know  the  inn  well,  but  she  must  shift 
to  some  better  berth." 

The  outlawed  smuggler,  now  transformed  into 
an  avowed  spy,  quitted  the  place,  and  Hamilton 
(having  dismissed  the  under  butler  some  time  be- 
fore) accompanied  Graves  to  the  place  where 
Madame  Brienot  was  sojourning :  but  scarcely  had 
he  entered  the  inn-yard,  when  he  heard  a  voice  ex- 
claiming, ^<  You — for  Jacksonapes  rarksal,  who 
no  hab  better  manner  for  me  lady — eh?^' 

<<  Come,  come,  Mister  Mungo,  dap  a  curb  upon 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

*'  The  time  approaches 
That  will  with  due  decision  make  as  know 
What  we  shall  say  we  have,  and  what  we  owe 


Macbeth. 


The  interview  between  Hamilton  and  his  bene- 
factress was  of  an  exceedingly  affecting  character, 
and  proved  the  strength  of  human  attachment,  even 
where  there  can  be  no  maternal  feeling  to  influence 
the  affections  of  the  heart.  The  lady  wept  and 
laughed  alternately,  as  she  caressed  the  youth, 
and  rejoiced  unfeignedly  at  once  more  seeing  him  ; 
whilst  the  black  rendered  more  familiar  by  the 
events  which  had  occurred,  capered  about  the  room, 
singing  snatches  of  songs  and  performing  all  sorts 
of  gambols,  to  testify  his  gratification.  As  soon  as 
something  like  decorum  was  restored,  the  youth 
eagerly  requested  an  explanation  of  their  arrival  in 
England — which  may  be  given  in  a  few  words. 

It  appeared  that  when  the  old  sloop  was  rdeased, 
the  master  of  her  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  Port 
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au  Prince,  where  he  fEUthfuUy  fulfilled  the  pn> 
mises  he  had  given  of  communicating  with  Madame 
Brienot,  and  using  his  best  efForts  to  effect  her 
escape  from  the  destruction  which  threatened  her. 
He  found  the  lady  under  partial  confinement,  pes- 
tered on  the  one  hand  by  the  mulattoes,  who 
claimed  her  as  one  of  their  own  race ;  and  tormented 
on  the  other  hand  by  the  French  commissioners, 
who  were  jealous  of  her  movements,  and  suspected 
that  she  was  secretly  acting  in  concert  with  their 
enemies.  They  knew  her  to  be  a  royalist,  and  that, 
without  any  other  cause,  was  of  itself  sufficient  to 
ensure  condemnation,  whenever  an  opportunity 
offered. 

It  was  about  this  period  that  Hamilton,  fiom  the 
schooner,  made  the  attack  upon  the  ship,  in  which, 
it  will  be  remembered,  the  negro  was  mianng  after 
the  action ;  the  £Eu:t  was,  that  Quaco,  in  his  eager 
haste  to  avoid  the  straggling  fire  which  was  kept  up 
at  intervals,  and  which  happened  to  be  pretty  fierce 
j  ust  then,  had  laid  hold  of  a  slack  rope  to  ease  himself 
down,  when  away  he  went  overboard;  but  strikiiy 
his  head  against  the  lower  bulwark,  he  remained  Ibv 
some  time  in  a  state  bordering  upon  stupefiKtiDiii 
though  he  still  retained  sufficient  conacioiuness  to 
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comprehend  the  situation  he  was  in,  and  prudence 
enough  to  cling  to  the  rigging  so  as  to  keep  his 
head  above  water.  As  soon  as  he  was  able,  he 
endeavoured  to  rejoin  his  ccHnpanions,  but  his 
efforts  were  ineffectual,  and  on  hearing  the  row- 
t^oats  as  they  pulled  up  in  shore,  he  divested  him- 
self of  his  apparel  and  remained  holding  by  the 
ship^s  mizen  channel,  which  he  had  contrived  to 
reach.  When  the  affray  was  over,  Quaco  was 
a  negro  amongst  the  rest,  and  no  one  recognised 
him ;  for  as  the  marauding  party  had  been  drawn 
together  from  various  places  along  the  coast,  the 
persons  composing  it  were  not  very  well  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  thus  he  passed  undetected 
for  ^  associate. 

By  dint  of  perseverance  and  subtlety,  Quaco  got 
to  Port  au  Prince  at  the  very  period  appointed  for 
the  secret  embarkation  of  his  mistnsss  in  the  old 
sloop;  his  ready  invention  and  subtle  craftiness 
proved  extremely  serviceable  on  the  occasion ;  even- 
tually they  escaped,  and  favoured  by  the  breeze  in 
a  few  days  they  were  safe  at  Porto  Rico  and  under 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag,  for  Madame 
Brienot  would  not  trust  herself  ashore  but  took 
her  passage  with  CiqptaBi.Wifle,  in  the  Ebenezery 
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to  New  York,  whence  she  had  embraced  the  eai- 
liest  opportunity  of  getting  to  England,  rightly 
judging  that  her  attachment  to  the  royal  cause 
might  endanger  her  life  if  she  attempted  to  return 
to  France. 

Such  was  briefly  the  history  of  that  affair ;  and 
Hamilton  having  related  his  adventures,  Madame 
Brienot,  though  pleased  that  the  young  midship- 
man was  under  such  exalted  patronage,  yet  could 
not  resist  a  feeling  of  jealousy  that  he  should  be 
indebted  to  any  one  but  herself  or  have  any  other 
protector.  In  the  evening  Feaghan  made  his  ap- 
pearance and  after  a  serious  consultation  it  was 
decided  upon  that  Hamilton  (whose  period  of  liberty 
was  undefined)  should  write  to  Captain  Tyrrell 
acquainting  him  with  the  necessity  for  his  going  to 
Ireland  and  earnestly  requesting  the  veteran's 
indulgence  for  n  few  days.  The  young  midship- 
man suggested  the  propriety  of  informing  his  royal 
benefactor  of  the  posture  his  BfTsirs  had  assumed, 
hut  Feaghan  had  motives  for  declining  thisj  thou^ 
on  the  following  day  he  conducted  Hamilton  into 
the  presence  of  the  home-secretary  of  state,  to 
whom  he  communicated  every  particular,  and  vw 
in  return  furnished  with  dcxumeiitB  which  he  vu  to 
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use  or  not,  according  as  he  saw  it  necessary  or  essen- 
tial to  do  so.  Hamilton  did  not  hear  the  whole  of 
^  their  conversation,  nor  was  he  present  when  the 
documents  were  given,  having  been  desired  to  wait 
in  an  ante^room,  where  he  was  joined  by  Feaghan, 
and  they  quitted  the  office  to  prepare  for  their 
departure. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Madame  Brienot  had  removed 
into  furnished  apartments  that  were  more  suited  to 
her  rank  and  fortune,  for  she  was  still  extremely 
wealthy;  and  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening  a  chaise  and 
pair  drove  up  in  which  was  Maurice  Feaghan,  and 
Hamilton,  who,  being  well  supplied  with  cash,  and 
after  bidding  his  benefactress  farewell,  entered  it, 
and  the  vehicle  instantly  drove  off.  To  Hamilton's 
surprise,  however,  he  found  another  inmate  besides 
Feaghan — a  lad  apparently  younger  than  himself; 
but  the  deepening  shades  of  twilight  would  not 
allow  of  an  inspection  of  his  features,  though  there 
was  a  melodious  sweetness  in  the  tones  of  his  voice 
that  greatly  delighted  the  young  midshipman.  Fear 
ghan  had  contented  himself  with  merely  introducing 
the  youths  to  each  other,  and  though  there  was  a 
natural  shjmess  at  first  in  the  mannars  of  the  strange 
lad,  yet  it  gradually  wore  off  and  their  conversation 
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was  present,  entirely  stopped  all  further  allusion ; 
indeed,  Feaghan  seemed  enveloped  in  his  own 
thoughts  and  though  kind  and  affectionate  to  the 
youngsters,  and  especially  so  to  the  boy  (whom  he 
named  Thady),  yet  he  was  by  no  means  commu- 
nicative. 

We  shall  not  follow  the  travellers  through  their 
journey,  in  which  no  time  was  lost,  but  proceed  with 
them  at  once  to  the  dwelling  of  the  kind-hearted  old 
priest  father  O^Fogberty,  who  received  them  with 
a  thousand  welcpmes.  Nor  was  Annie,  now  a  staid 
matron,  less  warm  in  her  reception,  though  the  tears 
started  to  her  eyes,  her  voice  faltered,  and  her  hand 
trembled,  as  she  extended  it  to  Maurice  Feaghan, 
and  they  steadily  gazed,  each  on  the  otber^s  coun- 
tenance. Oh,  woman !  love  is  a  pure  and  holy  thing, 
enshrined  within  an  innocent  and  faithful  heart! 
The  days  of  brilliant  prospects  and  happy  contem- 
plations had  passed  away ;  the  future  was  enveloped 
in  a  shade  of  gloom ;  yet  still  the  affections  were 
unsubdued,  and  though  sobered  down,  .were  in 
their  nature  as  strong  and  as  powerful  as  ever. 
Annie  would  have  died  for  Feaghan  without  ut- 
tering one  murmur  or  complaitit.  It  is  in  this 
that  woman  is  superior  to  man ;  it  is  in  this  that, 
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true  devotion  lies,  and  accursed  be  the  wretch  who 
would  triumph  over  it. 

It  was  over  the  little  turf -raised  grave  of  Ned 
Jones,  that  Feaghan  revealed  to  Hamilton  every 
particular  that  he  knew  connected  with  bim,  and 
the  youth  shed  many  tears  upon  the  grass  that 
covered  the  remains  of  his  infantine  playmate ;  it 
was  here  also  that  Feaghan  narrated  his  own  event- 
ful history,  (which  it  is  possible  I  may  one  day 
publish) ;  and  Hamilton's  grief  was  renewed  whilst 
listening  to  the  misfortunes  of  his  parents. 

The  power  of  the  Catholic   priests  over  their 
flocks  in  Ireland  is  too  well  known  to  require  par- 
ticular notice  here ;  but  it  is  nothing  in  the  present 
day  to  that  which  they  exercised  in  former  times^ 
when  a  link  of  communication  was  kept  up  in  one 
continuous  chain  amongst  the  priests,  so  as  to  ren< 
der  them  an  invincible  body,  in  their  connected 
sovereignty.    To  establish  the  claims  which  Hamil- 
ton would  have  to  make.  Father  O'Fogharty  issued 
a  mandate  for  certain  parties  to  meet  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Uantry.    The  holy  well  (the  scene  erf 
the  action  between  the  troops  and  the  rebelsy  as 
described  in  the  first  volume,)  was  fixed  upon  m 
the  lendeEvous. 
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Feaghan  with  his  two  youthful  companions 
paired  to  Castle  Toole,  where,  notwithstanding  the 
circumstances  of  her  aged  parents,  who  were  gra- 
dually sliding  into  the  tomb,  the  Countess  received 
them  with  pleasure,  and  heard  their  story  with 
astonishment  and  gratification.  Ellen  was  delighted 
to  see  her  brother;  but  her  delight  gave  way  to 
wonder,  when  he  communicated  to  her  the  history 
at  her  birth  and  expectations.  Feaghan's  interview 
with  the  Countess  was  long  and  painful,  and  at  its 
close,  Thady  was  consigned  to  her  ladyship's  care, 
and  trusty  messengers  were  despatched  in  different 
directions,  to  collect  evidence  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

Hamilton  and  the  outlaw  were  the  first  at  the 
holy  spring — ^it  was  much  such  another  evening  as 
that  on  which  the  rencontre  took  place,  and  they 
were  wandering  amongst  the  broken  crags  of  that 
romantic  spot,  which  had  once  been  the  theatre  of 
bloodshed,  when  a  tall  man  advanced  from  a  narrow 
fissure,  and  placing  himself  full  in  front  of  Feaghan, 
exclaimed,  "  Arrah  thin,  Captin,  its  yerself  in» 
tirely  shure — faix  an  I'd  know  you  all  the  world 
over,  and  fardther  beyand — ^ 

^<I  have  deceived  myself,"  returned  Feaghan 
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musingly ;  ^^  I  thought  years,  and  toil,  and  sorrow, 
had  so  changed  me  that  I  should  not  be  known. 
Yet,  why  such  a  delusion  should  have  seized  me  is 
a  mystery,  since  I  have  recognized  every  one  of  my 

old  acquaintances.     But  how  is  it,  Larry,  that  you 

■ 

are  here  ?     I  was  informed  that  you  were  dead." 

^*  Dead  ? — och  !  then  its  meself  has  been  dead 
and  kilt  intirely  in  that  bastely  place — and  I'm  not 
Larry  Lafian  now,  but  somebody  else,^*  returned 
our  old  acquaintance. 

**  Dead  or  alive,  Larry,  I  am  glad  to  see  you, 
without  asking  any  more  questions,^  uttered  Feag- 
han.  ^^  I  suppose  you  are  here  by  the  praste^s 
orders  P'' 

<^  What  then,  you  take  me  for  a  ghost  of  meself, 
raised  up  by  the  praste  ?^  murmured  Larry,  in  a 
tone  of  inquiry ;  *^  Och  then,  divel  a  bit,  though  its 
bothered  I  am  to  spake  to  you,  seeing  as  Vm 
another  man.^ 

^*  You  have  come  to  right  the  injured,  iMcrj — 
to  prove  by  evidence,  that  Sir  Cornelius  O'Connor, 
the  hunchback,  is  a  villain.  Is  it  not  so  Larry  ?" 
asked  the  outlaw,  emphatically. 

*^  Och,  then,  and  youVe  just  hit  it,  C^idOt^ 
assented  Laffan,  slapping  his  hand  upon  his  Uugh, 
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SO  as  to  make  the  echoes  resouDcl  again.  <^  But, 
honour  bright,  Captin,  is  it  friend  or  foe  you 
are?" 

^<A  friend  to  the  rightful  heir  of  OX]!onnor 
Hall,^.  answered  Feaghan  firmly.  ^  When  was  the 
Smasher  the  enemy  of  the  oppressed  ?  The  satiafac- 
tioQ  has  been  long  withheld,  but  now,  Larry,  we  will 
place  him  in  his  own,  as  unshaken  as  one  of  our 
native  mountains.^ 

*^  Well,  but  this  bates  all  natur,  Captin,'*  re- 
turned Larry,  joyfully  snapping  his  fingers,  and 
flourishing  his  stick,  as  he  cut  an  Irish  ciqper, 
^*  Och,  this  does  bate  anyhow,  an  himself,  an  his 
counsellor  to  the  fore.^ 

<<  You  are  awaiie,  than,  who  it  is  you  are  to  meet  ?" 
uttered  Feaghan.  ^*  And  though  you  call  me  his 
counsellor'*' — 

^  Arrah  what  ?"  shouted  Larry.  **  Captin 
Feaghan  a  counsellor  ?  Faix,  an  you'd  look  the 
dane  thing,  in  one  o'  yer  maley-peraty  wigs,  and 
black  gowns.  Oh  wirras-thrue,  is  it  yerself  as  'ud 
prache  at  the  bar  ?" 

**  You  are  humorous,  Larry,'*  responded  Feagr 
ban,  rather  nettled  at  the  other's  jocularity  at  such 
a  moment;  *^  but  I  see  age  has  not  dimmed  your 
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mirth,  though  it  has  thinned  your  blood.  You  spoke 
of  me  as  the  counsellor  to — ''* 

^*  Och — hear  to  that  now,"  laughed  Laffan, 
<^  well  I'm  bothered,  but  it*s  a  good  joke  if  we 
could  ounly  find  it  out.  By  the  powers,  Captin 
Feaghan,  but  it  wasn^t  yerself  Vd  be  afther  in- 
shulting  wid  the  name  of  lawyer.  It  was  Counsellor 
Lillybull  shure,  as  sticks  in  between  the  rocks 
there,  like  an  anchovy  atwixt  two  slices  o*  bread 
and  butther — success  and  long  life  to  that  same."^ 

*^  Counsellor  Lillybull  !^'  repeated  Feaghan,  with 
surprise ;  ^^  concealed  too :  There  may  be  enemies 
at  hand  ;^  and  he  felt  in  his  pocket  for  his  pistols, 
as  he  exclaimed,  ^^  Come  forth,  sir ;  there  can  be 
no  necessity  for  hiding  if  you  are  a  friend,  and  if  an 
enemy,  I  have  something  here  will  soon  search  you 
out." 

A  portly  man  emerged  from  a  cleft  that  seemed 
not  half  big  enough  to  contain  him,  except,  like  a 
bottle  of  Indiarrubber,  he  would  bear  compresang 
without  decreasing  his  dimensions.  ^^  Beg  pardon, 
sir,*^  said  he,  courteously  bowing  in  rather  a  pom* 
pous  manner  ;  ^*  I  trust— sir — that— sir,  from 
what  I  have  overheard,  we  shall  not  act  in  hoa- 
tility  to  each  other,  sir* I  am  perfectly  aatiified 
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it  is  so,  sir,  for  I*m  never  mistaken  in  these 
matters." 

A  burst  of  merriment  from  Feaghan  made  every 
rock  and  nook  send  back  its  echo,  whilst  Larry, 
the  counsellor,  and  Hamilton,  stood  mute  with 
astonishment.  As  soon  as  it  had  passed  away  he 
held  out  his  hand  to  the  man  of  law,  exclaiming, 
**  My  old  friend  Captain  Lilybum,  by  all  that  is 
legal — why  Larry  ;  why  Captain ;  how  is  this  ?'^ 

*'*  Och  then,  meself  dunna,^'  replied  Larry,  whilst 
Lilybum,  declining  to  accept  the  extended  hand, 
uttered, 

*^  I  never  forget  my  friends,  sir,  and  I  cannot  at 
this  moment  call  to  mind  that  you  are  one  of  the 
number.  I  know  a  gentleman  when  I  see  him,  sir, 
— nobody  can  deceive  me  in  that — and  I  did  hope 
from  your  appearance  that" — 

^^  Avast,  avast.  Captain  ;  do  not  let  us  cross  each 
other  upon  opposite  tacks;  we  have  often  done 
that  before  now,  and  hot  iron  has  passed  between 
us,""  urged  Feaghan.  **  What  you  are  now,  I  have 
no  right  to  inquire,  any  more  than  what  you  are 
doing  here,  except  so  far  as  my  own  safety  may  be 
concerned.  You  may  be  looking  out  for  smugglers, 
or  perhaps  searching  for  that  newly«discovered  moss 
the  lilybumalia." 


162  HAMILTON  KING. 

"  Ey  ?— ha ! — whaf  s  that  ?"  exclaimed  the  sur- 
prised Lilyburn.  ^^  My  sight  is  not  so  good  as  it 
used  to  be ;  yet,'^  he  looked  earnestly  at  the  out- 
law, '<  yet  it  is — ^it  must  be  Mr.  Tooley,  or  rather 
Mr.  Tooley  Figgins.  Well,  I  declare  I  thought  I 
knew  you  fix)m  the  very  first — ^no,no,  I'm  not  easily 
mistaken  in  such  things.  I  am  your  debtor  for  a 
life  preserved  sir,  and—" 

**  But  may  I,  without  being  deemed  impertinrat, 
inquire  your  business  in  this  lone  spot  ?^  asked 
Feaghan,  persuasively ;  *^  I  expected  to  meet  some 
friends  here." 

^^  And  I  trust  you  have  met  with  firiends,  Mr. 
Tooley,^  returned  Lilybum.  *^  It  strikes  me — ^yes, 
I  am  not  so  readily  deceived — I  say  it  strikes  me 
we  are  here  upon  the  same  errand.  I  think,  Mr. 
Figgins,  I  heard  you  say  you  were  come  to  right 
the  injured — am  I  right  ?*" 

*^  You  are  perfectly  right,  Captain  Lilybunit" 
answered  Feaghan ;  ^*  and  though  at  the  present 
moment  we  cannot  ascertain  our  exact  reUtive 
positions,  yet  I  declare  such  to  be  my  purpoKi 
May  1  ask  to  what  parties  you  allude  ?" 

'<  It  is  a  delicate  question,  Mr.  Tooley,  ud 
would  require  deliberation  before  I  gave  an 
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to  any  other  person,^'  responded  Lilybum,  ^^  but 
with  you  I  am  safe,  and  my  client—" 

*^  Your  what  ?^  demanded  the  outlaw,  in  a  tone 
of  mingled  astcmishment  and  mirth. 

"  My  dient,  Mr.  Tooley,"  responded  the  other, 
with  p^ect  coolness  of  manner.  <^  Stop,  stop,  I 
see  how  it  is,  and  a  little  explanation  will  set  all  to 
rights.  In  early  life  I  was  educated  {ac  the  bar : 
but  a  truant  disposition,  and  a  father's  interest  in 
the  Customs,  drew  me  away  from  Coke  and  Little- 
ton, to  buffet  with  the  waves.  My  losing  my 
prisona!^,  as  you  well  know,  and  subsequently  the 
wreck  of  my  cutter,  deprived  me  of  command,  and 
I  once  more  resumed  my  legal  studies,  and  am  now 
one  of  his  Majesty's  counsel,  learned  in  the  law. 
This,  sir,  I  owe  to  my  never  being  mistaken,  and  I 
have,  thank  Grod,  a  pretty  good  practice.  Thus^ 
Mr.  Tooley,  you  see  I  have  no  longer  any  claim  to 
the  title  of  captain,  though  my  nautical  experience 
is  of  infinite  service  to  me  in  causes  connected  with 
maritime  affairs.^ 

^^  And,  after  all,"  said  Feaghan  musingly,  ^*  the 
change  is  not  so  very  great ;  a  lobster's  a  lobster, 
whether  on  dry  ground  or  in  the  water ;  and  from 
a  sear-shark  to  a  land  sharks  is  no  such  wonderful 
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<^  It  would  seem  that  we  are  not  to  come  to  an 
explanation,^'  continued  Feaghan,  with  assumed 
carelesness  of  manner,  *^  and  therefore  Captain  or 
Counsellor  Lilybum,  which  ^ver  you  may  be,  and 
I  must  own  I  might  be  easily  deceived  either  way 
in  the  matter,  we  must  each  shape  his  own  course : 
so  fare  thee  well,  friend."  And  taking  Hamilton  by 
the  arm,  he  gave  indications  of  departure. 

*^  Och !  hubaboo  I  an  what  do  you  mane,  Captin 
Feaghan,"  demanded  Larry,  placing  himself  in 
front  of  the  outlaw,  so  as  to  impede  his  progress ; 
^^  would  you  sell  the  pass  upon  us,  and  yer  ould  frind 
to  the  fore  ?  Och !  then,  isn't  he,  the — the — the 
thing-um — ^he— the  counsellor's  clienter  I  mane.^ 
Feaghan  put  him  gently  on  one  side,  and  was  walk- 
ing away.  '^  Blood  and  turf  come  forenent  him 
Mister  Murtoch  and  plade  yer  own  cause— why  ? 
Its  bang  the  counsellor  you  would,  and  him  a 
homed  lawyer  as  they  made  say-sick  ?  Arrah  then 
out  wid  yerself.  Mister  Murtoch  Delany  as  is 
somebody  else  now,  and  was,  and  is,  and  shall  be, 
the  rightful  heir  if  every  man  got  his  own  avich  !" 

^*  Silence — silence,  my  good  man,"  exclaimed  the  . 
little  lawyer,  endeavouring  to  stop  the  vociferations 
of  the  Irishman;    ^<have  more  reverence  for  the 
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vation  which  Lilybum  was  about  to  make ;  ^^  its 
them  as  'ull  lay  down  more  laws  in  an  hour  than  all 
the  counsellors  in  Cork  and  Dublin  could  pick  up 
in  a  month.'^ 

"Are  you  indeed,"  said  Feaghan,  "  the  reputed 
son  of  my  old  friend  Dermot  ?  the  undoubted  eldest 
bom  and  heir  to  Sir  Terence  O'Connor.  Keep  back 
boy,  and  rest  aisy,"  for  Hamilton  was  pressing  for- 
ward, andFeaghan,  as  he  warmed  with  the  interest 
of  the  scene,  resorted  to  his  Irish  accent,  **  keep 
back,  I  say !  Well — well,  whether  it  is  the  finger  of 
Providence  or  the  hand  of  the  divel— whether  its 
end  is  for  good  or  for  evil,  the  work  is  wonderful, 
and  here  it  is.**' 

**  I  am  indeed  that  same,'"  afiirmed  Murtoch  with 
vehemence, "  and  you  know  me  well,  Maurice,  by 
rank  and  title,  and  myself.  Sir  Terence  Hamilton 
O'Connor;' 

"  Hooroosh  !  I  knew  it,**  shouted  Larry^  as  if  the 
recognition  by  Feaghan  was  all  that  was  required 
to  substantiate  the  claim  ;  **  whereas  de  shticks  and 
the  boys  to  use  'em— och !  achree,  but  the  heart  of 
me's  full.  Sir  Terence,  and  plase  God  IM  a  lad  to 
stand  forencnt  me  jist  for  love;"and  Larry  flourished 
his  persuader: — ^**  och!  then  joy  to  yer  sow!  Mister 


Lillybull,  will  ye  take  a  b< 
wanting  yer  wig  ?" 

Lilybum  very  prudently  d 
and  a  warning  from  Feaghan 
of  Larry,  "Whisht — whisht 
outlaw,  "be  aisy,  and  whislil- 
to  the  fore;"  the  sound  of  v 
tance,  produced  adeadsilen« 
Feaghan,  who  uttered,  "  tl 
gathered  from  far  to  prove  thi 
heir.  But  it  was  not  for  yoi 
were  summoned  ^ — I  see  m 
cannot  be  restrained.  Young 
tell  you,  for  you  already  ki 
the  presence  of  your  father — 
and  Feaghan  turned  away  to 

Id  an  instant  parent  and 
each  other's  embrace,  and  lanj 
describe  the  affecting  scene  th 
jured,  persecuted  man,  who  h 
ment,  banishment,  and  degrai 
himself  childless,  and  bereft  < 
within  a  few  minutes  been  ra 
immense  wealth ;  and  at  the 
his  heart  the  boy  of  his  much- 
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he  had  so  doatingly  fondled  in  hisinfiancy; — whilst 
Hamilton  who  had  cherished  no  expectation  of  find- 
ing a  father,  had  him  at  once  thus  unexpectedly 
revealed.  Oh !  their  hearts  swelled  nigh  to  burst* 
ing — there  was  a  moving  principle  within  each 
breast,  that  spoke  more  forcibly  than  tongue  could 
utter — it  was  the  still  sknall  voice  of  the  Creator, 
whispering  in  evidence  of  their  kindred — it  was  the 
communion  of  heart  with  heart,  in  token  of  that 
bond  which  unites  parental  and  filial  love.  It  was 
impossible  to  view  the  spectacle  unmoved.  The 
unsophisticated  Larry  Laffan,  though  in  his  old 
age,  cried  like  a  child.  Lilybum,  notwithstand- 
ing his  eccentricities,  had  warm  sympathies  which 
though  not  evinced  by  such  violent  demonstra- 
tions as  Larry's,  were  nevertheless  not  to  be  re- 
strained, for  the  big  drops  rolled  from  his  eyes, 
whilst  a  smile  of  pleasure  settled  on  his  countenance^ 
as  he  contemplated  this  sudden  and  unexpected 

ddnouement 

But  this  indulgence  was  not  suffered  to  last  long, 
others  had  caught  the  sound  and  joined  the  group. 
And  first  hobbled  a  very  aged  female,  the  weight 
of  her  body  bending  between  a  crutch  and  a 
stout    stick.    Her  grey,  or  rather  silvered  hairs 

VOL.  III.  I 
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were  scantily  hanging  down  beneath  what  is  tenned 
a  mob  cap,  with  long  side  lappets,  and  her  clotk 
of  serge  was  wrapped  round  her  gaunt  frame. 
^^  An  what  would  yez  wid  me,  Maurice  Fea^an,^ 
exclaimed  she,  stopping  in  front  of  the  outlaw; 
^^is  it  them  as  is  cross  heening  over  the  pit*s 
mouth,  as  must  sarve  yer  turn — would  yez  dra<; 
the  body  from  the  grave  to  do  yez  bidding; — 
oh  !  then  its  meself  is  like  the  withered  leaf  of  a  tree 
blown  about  at  every  breath— och  hone!" 

^'Aisy — aisy,  Bridget,  a  lanna,"  uttered  Feaghan, 
sioothingly,  and  suiting  his  accent  to  his  hearer; 
^^  shure  an  its  yerself  as  always  nursed  and  lo\-ed 

the  darlin  of  the  world,  an  he  the  child  of  Kathleen 
yer  own  dainty  pet  now  ?" 

*'  Pace — pace,  ye  neer-do-well,''  muttered  the  old 
woman,  ^^  would  you  put  the  burning  iron  in  the 
Hore  ?  Where  are  they  now — the  youngs— the  beau- 
tiful— the  brave— och  hone?  Ay,  where  are  they 
now — their  bones  are  unkivered  and  blaidi'd"— the 
earth-worm  has  destroyed  that  dthress  which  once 
the  silk-worm  clothed.  They  are  gone,  Maurice 
Feaghan^  and  the  angel  of  death  haa  fbigotten  Co 
call  at  the  door  of  the  aged,  whose  aowl  longs  to  be 
at  xest/' 
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*^  The  angel  of  life,  Bridget — ^yes,  the  angel  of 
life  has  yet  a  demand  for  your  services,^'  uttered 
Feaghan  with  considerable  mildness ;  <^  an  may  be 
them  as  you  nursed  in  infancy,  and  cherished  in 
manhood,  are  yet  to  the  fore." 

'^  You  spake  to  a  cowld  heart,  Maurice  Feaghan 
— a  heart  that  is  stown  cowld,  since  the  fire  was  ex- 
tinguished on  their  hearth,  and  the  craturs  were 
scattered  before  the  blast  like  the  slaked  a^es  of 
their  home  !"  answered  the  old  woman,  drawing  her 
cloak  more  tightly  around  her,  as  if  her  aged  limbs 
felt  the  icy  chilliness  she  expressed. 

^'  But  the  home  shall  be  reared  again,  Bridget," 
exclaimed  the  outlaw ;  ^Hhe  fire  shall  be  re-kindled 
on  the  hearth- stone,  an  the  bite,  an  the  sup,  an 
lasheens  of  it,  shall  be  for  the  owld,  and  the  lame, 
and  the  stranger ; — and  there  '11  be  joy  in  the  dwell- 
ing, an  plenty  in  the  bawn,  and  the  right  will  get 
his  own  again." 

The  old  woman  remained  silent  for  several  mi- 
nutes, and  appeared  to  be  ruminating  on  visions 
of  the  past,  that  were  now  flitting  like  grey  shadows 
before  her.  No  one  disturbed  her  meditations,  and 
there  was  a  stillness  amongst  the  party  as  sudden 
as  it  was  remarkable.     At  length  Bridget  slowly 
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and  solemnly  uttered,   ^'Maurice  Feaghan,  is  it 

decaying  me  you'd  be  ? — an  yet  no  I     I  have  felt  a 

heavy  hand  pressing  on  my  heart,  but  the  blessed 

spirit  of  this  place  is  lightening  it  up  again,  as  the 

sight   is  keen  upon  me ;    oh !    but   it   was  here, 

Larry,"  and  she  waved  one  of  her  supports  around 

her,   "that   the  red  blood  ran  like  wather,  and 

flaming  divel's  tools  dealt  death  to  the  stout  heart 

and   to  the  strong  hand.    It's  here    it  was  that 

Dermot  Delany  met  the  proud  O^Connor,  who  had 

robbed  him  of  his  bride,  and  their  shteel  was  at 

each   other's    troats.     The  weight   of   more  nor 

ninety  years  is  upon  my  head,  but  oh  !  '*tis  fresh 

in  memory ;  I  have  it  now  before  me,  as  thedarlein 

knelt  over  his  fallen  body,  and  saved  the  life  of  him 

as  was  father  to  her  bom  child,  and  him  that  was 

unborn  coming  into  the  black  woreld — Comalius 

the  baccah,  who  owes  his  deformity  to  the  blow 

Mike  Hagan   sthruck  him  down  by — that's  the 

O'Connor  I  mane.     Yes,  Maurice  Feaghan,  the 

flower  was  blighted,  and  when  in  the  hour  of  na- 

thur'^s  call,  an  the  pains  were  on  her,  it  was  then 

that  Bridget  was  by  her  side  till  it  was  over,  an  she 

looked  upon  the  little  monsther  with  a  shudthefi-* 

an  died.'' 
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She  paused  for  a  minute  or  two  and  covered  her 
face  with  the  hood  of  her  cloak,  then  again  throwing 
it  back,  she  glanced  wildly  around,  as  she  ex- 
claimed, "It's  there  they  are  now,  with  their 
dhiouFs  faces  hacking  and  slashing — it*s  there  are 
the  bloody  red-coats  firing  and  stabbing — an  there 
is  the  bright  flame  as  glared  upon  the  fray  over 
bleeding  bodies  and  the  mangled  dead!^  She 
shuddered,  as  if  actually  the  whole  was  now  in  view 
before  her.  "Oh,  the  cross  be  between  me  and 
harem,  and  the  blessed  saint  of  the  well  purtect  me, 
for  I  was  innocent  then.  That  ruction  was  a  cruel 
an  a  cursed  deed,  but  pure  as  light  to  the  hellish 
one  which  followed — I  did  their  bidding — the  rap- 
parees.  I  sowld  meself,  because  it  was  united  I 
wished  them  to  be — that^s  Dermot  and  Kathleen. 
It's  here  it  was,  Maurice  Feaghan,  upon  this 
very  spot  that  I  received  the  infant  in  my  arems,  an 
it  smiling  in  the  face  of  its  desthroyer — ay,  it 
was  here  where  I  now  stand  that  Dermot  gave  it 
to  me  to  aise  his  great  revenge.  Oh !  Kathleen, 
Kathleen,  sainted  sowl  in  glory,  haven't  I  suffered 
for  that  same— oh!  whirrasthrue,  whirrasthrue,  an 
it  was  that  wrought  all  the  mischief,  and  the 
divelry.     The  darlin  of  the  world    died  in  my 
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trained  him,  rightly  judging,  that  the  cb(nrd  of 
memory  had  vibrated  in  the  aged  woman's  mind. 
As  soon  as  Murtoch  had  begun  to  address  her, 
though  the  instant  before  she  had  been  bent  down, 
and  tottering  under  years  and  infirmity,  yet  in  a 
moment  she  stood  rigidly  erect,  and  extending  her 
withered,  and  shrivelled,  but  still  boney  arm,  she 
gazed  intently  on  the  man ;  but  the  darkness  had 
fallen  into  heavier  gloom,  and  her  »ght  was  dim ; 
still,  her  sense  of  hearing  was  as  acute  as  ever : — 

**  Spake — spake  again,"  said  she,  in  a  voice 
shaken  by  agitation ;  ^^  it  is  the  music  in  my  heart. 
Why?  it  is  the  sound  of  joy  to  my  sowl  achree  ! 
Oh,  I  have  heard  it,  in  the  stillness  of  the  night, 
and  in  the  turmoil  of  the  day— -cowld  and  hungry 
<^— sick  and  faint,  it  has  floated  round  me,  in  wail- 
ing and  complaints,  to  blight  my  hours,  and  vex 
my  spirit  for  the  deed  I  done. — An  do  I  hear  it  now 
from  himself? — will  my  light  not  go  out  in  desh- 
pair — is  there  a  hope  yet  for  my  sowl  ?  Spake  to  me 
again,  Murtoch — spake  out  once  more,  I  say,"  and 
she  assumed  a  time  and  manner  of  command. 

Murtoch,  deeply  afiected,  took  her  shrivelled 
hand,  and  would  have  promptly  complied  with  her 
request :  but  Lilybum  stepped  lEbrward  with  an 
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arrange  the  proceedings  with  the  witnesses  for  their 
future  government. 

**  Child  of  my  Ellen — son  of  my  heart,"  ex- 
claimed the  agitated  father,  as  he  pressed  the  youth 
to  his  breast ;  "  I  long,  yet  fear,  to  inquire  your 
history.  I  see  by  your  uniform,  that  you  are  in 
the  service  of  your  country,  and  therefore  am 
satisfied  your  course  is  honourable— but  there  are 
others,  Hamilton,  of  whom  I  wish,  yet  dread  to 
ask — and  yet  suspense  is  more  horrible  than  cer- 
tainty. Tell  me  then,  my  boy — tell  me  —  your 
mother,*'  and  he  drew  a  long  and  painful  respiration. 

^^  She  is  in  Heaven,"  returned  Hamilton,  as  tears 
and  emotion  almost  choked  hi&  utterance.  '^She 
died  in  the  presence  of  her  Sovereign,  who  soothed 
her  last  moments. 

<<I  had  another  child,"  said  the  afflicted  husband, 
restraining  by  a  powerful  effort  this  provocative  to 
his  grief ;  "  a  daughter,  Hamilton.^ 

"  She  lives,  my  father,**^  replied  the  youth,  "  and 
I  hope  very  shortly  to  see  her  in  your  embrace.*" 

"  For  that,  thank  Heaven  !^'  fervently  ejaculated 
the  stricken  man,  **  It  is  true  I  am  bereaved — pain- 
fully bereaved — ^butGod  has  not  left  me  desolate— 
sit  down  my  son,  and  give  me  a  brief  view  of  your 
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past  career— the  lengthened  history  we  will  have  at 
some  other  time,  when  your  uncle's  wickedness  has 
recoiled  upon  his  own  head,  and  I  shall  proudly  see 
you  the  heir  to  a  title  and  estate.*' 

Hamilton  complied  with  his  parent's  request,  and 
gave  a  short  outline  of  occurrences  as  far  back  as 
his  memory  would  go,  briefly  touching  upon  the 
death  of  his  mother,  as  he  heard  the  account  from 
his  sister  Ellen.  But  as  I  have  introduced  a  new 
actor  upon  the  scene,  and  that  too  when  the  curtain 
according  to  dramatic  taste,  ought  probably  to 
fall,  I  must  claim*  the  indulgence  of  my  readers 
whilst  I  narrate,  (particularly  as  the  narration  is 
intimately  connected  with  my  story,)  the  causes 
which  separated  the  father  from  bis  wife  and 
children,  though  the  first  origin  of  the  affair  will 
be  readily  understood  from  the  language  of  poor 
old  Bridget 


HAMILTON  KING.  179 


CHAPTER  VII. 

I 

**  There  came  to  the  beach  a  poor  exile  of  Erin.'^ 

M'JORB. 

There,  perhaps,  never  was  a  spot  of  land  whose 
capabilities  for  improvement,  and  whose  population 
have  suffered  more  from  bad  government,  than  Ire- 
land. Considered  rather  in  the  light  of  a  conquered 
country  than  as  a  part  of  the  British  empire,  her 
rulers  sought  by  coercion  to  keep  the  people  in  de- 
graded subjection,  in  preference  to  elevating  them 
in  the  scale  of  moral  society  by  kindness  and  con- 
ciliation. The  lower  orders  of  Irish  were,  naturally, 
acutely  sensitive,  quick-witted,  and  sudden  in  quar- 
rel. Ignorance  on  the  one  hand,  and  priestcraft  on 
the  other,  had  caused  these  qualities  to  degenerate 
into  cunning,  jealousy,  and  revenge.  In  England, 
even  in  the  smallest  hamlet,  the  principal  portion  of 
the  community  were  well-disposed,  and  their  good 
character  and  conduct  acted  as  a  check  upon  the 
evil-minded  and  mischevous,  beyond  the  restraints 
imposed  by  the  laws.     But  in  Ireland,  where  all 
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classes  felt,  or  fancied,  tlut  tbey  wvn  toftl 
tyrannical  aggressions  inflicted  by  the 
men  of  lawless  passions  gained  an  asceoda 
the  popular  ntJnd,  and  some  through  im 
others  through  fear,  bound  themselves  b^ 
exterminate  their  oppressors.  The  barrie 
straint  were  broken  down — they  all  had  on 
view,  but,  unhappily,  they  left  the  meftosc 
ing  that  end  in  the  hands  of  designinf;  m 
under  the  guise  of  patriotism,  lured  their 
followers  into  violence,  outrage,  and  inurde 
Uiscriminating  justice,  mildly  tempqj 
merey,  would  Imve  wrought  a  remedy  tern 
that  affiicted  this  beautiful,  hut  coiii-ulset 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  innocent  and  tl 
were  confounded  together,  and  the  kgislatui 
forgetting,  or  wilfully  overlooking  the  m 
tion  of  the  people,  partially  admitted  tha£  Ui 
plaints  were  well  founded,  yet  at  tbe  Mj 
determined  to  act  upon  the  ptiodplewfl 
\'iiidicatiun  of  the  laws  should  precede  thd 
of  vquity.  Now  it  was  nut  the  laws  Um 
but  the  abuse  of  that  power  and  authori 
which  the  laws  invested  the  agents  and  iosti 
of  their  execution,  that  spurred  the  peuple  ti 
rection;  and  when  the  enforcing  of  the  I 
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principle  was  entrusted  to  the  very  individuals 
whose  excesses  had  produced  rebellion,  the  result 
was  by  no  means  problematical^t  resolved  itself 
into  an  axiom  which  after-years  have  fully  verified. 
The  vindication  of  the  law  has  been  the  war-shout 
of  one  party — justice  to  Ireland  the  rallying  cry  of 
the  other  party. 

The  year  1783,  during  the  period  when  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  were  used  to  drive  Pitt  from  office, 
and  the  disaffected  took  advantage  of  the  hostile 
feeling  against  the  minister — the  volunteers  arose  in 
Ireland ;  and  when  they  found  their  plans  did  not 
meet  with  the  success  anticipated,  a  national  con- 
gress was  threatened,  and  it  was  deemed  expedient 
to  select  for  punishment  many  of  the  better  class  of 
yeomen,  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  the  rest ; 
nor  was  it  absolutely  requisite  that  the  convicted 
party  should  be  really  guilty  of  crime,  for  it  was 
enough  that  he  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to 
persons  in  power ;  evidence  could  readily  be  pur- 
chased, juries  corrupted,  and  even  the  judges  of 
the  land  tampered  with  to  procure  condemnation, 
and  many  an  unfortunate  perished  whose  only  fault 
was,  labouring  under  the  malediction  of  some  one 
whose  malice  might  be  gratified,  or  whose  interests 
might  be  promoted,  by  the  removal  of  the  aggrieved. 
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It  was  in  this  year  (178S),  that  a  oonvict  ship 
quitted  Dublin  Bay«  with  a  freight  of  unhappy 
beings,  who  were  sentenced  to  be  transported  from 
their  native  land,  some  for  seven,  others  for  four- 
teen years,  while  not  a  few  were  sent  from  the 
shores  they  loved,  for  the  term  of  their  natural  life. 
Amongst  them  were  characters  of  the  most  aban- 
doned description — ^footpads,  housebreakers,  shed- 
ders  of  human  blood,  men  capable  of  planning  any 
enormity,  and  not  wanting  in  a  nimal  courage  to 
carry  it  into  operation.  But  there  were  also  several 
who  had  been  well  to  do  in  the  world— substantial 
yeomen,  whom  the  authorities  deemed  it  politic  or 
convenient  to  get  rid  of;  and  amongst  these  latter 
was  a  young  man  of  handsome  extericH*,  whose  coun- 
tenance bore  the  impress  of  candour,  nor  could  the 
intense  grief,  which  almost  overwhdmed  him,  de-  \ 

stroy  the  stamp  of  nobility  which  nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him ;  he  was  indeed  bowed  down  with 
the  weight  of  his  misfortunes,  and,  as  disease  had 
seized  upon  his  frame,  his  duraticm  in  this  life  was 
not  expected  to  be  very  long. 

Murtoch  Delaney  was  the  reputed  son  of  Dermot 
Delaney,  the  individual  introduced  in  the  first 
volume  as  the  leader  of  the  rebels  in  the  affair  of 
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the  Hdy  Well.  Through  many  yean  the  chief 
maintained  his  station  as  a  captain  of  a  formidable 
band  in  the  county  Tipperary ;  but  after  his  boy- 
hood)  Murtoch  no  longer  joined  his  supposed  father 
in  his  lawless  pursuits,  but  settled  himself  quietly 
down  on  a  snug  farm  as  a  cultivator  of  the  earth. 
Not  that  he  was  indifferent  to  the  wrongs  of  his 
countrymen,  for  there  were  times  when  his  indigna* 
tion  would  burst  forth,  and  he  lent  his  ready  aid  to 
punish  the  proud  oppressor;  but  Murtoch  had 
imited  himself  to  a  young  and  lovely  woman,  and 
his  heart  dung  with  fond  and  fervent  affection  to 
his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  home. 

An  affray  in  which  Dermot  was  severely  wounded, 
and  Larry  Laffan,  the  driver,  was  taken  prisoner 
whilst  trying  to  rescue  his  chief,  brought  Murtoch 
under  the  la^  of  power  :  for  Dermot,  being  con- 
veyed by  his  followers  to  Murtoch*s  cottage,  was 
there  sheltered  and  concealed  till  death  terminated 
his  career.  But,  previously  to  dissolution,  the  dying 
man  made  such  communications,  both  to  the  priest 
and  Murtoch,  as  convinced  them  that  the  latter  was 
not  the  son  of  the  rebel  leader,  but  the  undoubted 
heir  to  rank  and  wealth,  from  which  he  had  been 
surreptitiously  stolen  away  in  his  in&ncy.    But  no 
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time  was  allowed  him  to  avail  himself  of  this  infior- 
mation,  so  as  to  seek  a  restoration  to  his  paternal 
roof — that  very  night  an  armed  force  surrounded 
his  dwelling — ^he  was  torn  away  from  all  he  loved 
and  cherislied,  and,  escorted  by  dragoons,  was  con- 
veyed to  Dublin  jail,  whither  Larry  Laffaii  had 
already  preceded  him,  and  who,  at  their  first  inters 
view,  confirmed  from  his  own  knowledge  the  facts 
that  had  been  revealed  by  Dermot. 

Murtoch  lost  not  a  moment  in  writing  to  his  real 
parent:  but  the  letter  was  suppressed  by  his  brother, 
who  could  not  endure  the  thoughts  of  resigning  the 
brilliant  prospects  that  were  opening  before  him  to 
another;  and,  therefore,  cautiously  instituted  a 
secret  inquiry  into  every  circumstance  of  the  case. 
He  even  visited  the  prisoner  in  his  confinement,  and 
whilst  the  result  left  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  \ 
their  fraternity,  he  hardened  his  heart  against  tiK 
truth,  and  determined  to  exert  himself  to  the  very 
utmost  to  get  him  sent  out  of  the  country.  With 
the  courts  of  law,  in  the  state  in  which  they  then 
were,  this  was  no  very  difficult  matter.  All  access 
was  denied  to  the  wretched  man, and  though,  through 
the  clemency  and  kindness  of  the  jailor,  he  waa  per- 
mitted to  have  an  interview  with  his  almost  heut- 
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broken  wife,  who  had  followed  him  to  the  metropo- 
lis, and  had  endeavoured  to  interest  persons  of 
influence  in  her  behalf,  yet  the  promptand  active 
machinations  of  the  brother  defeated  all  her  pur- 
poses— her  husband  was  tried,  and  convicted  of  gross 
acts  of  whiteboyism  through  the  evidence  of  su- 
borned witnesses ;  his  defence,  and  declaration  of 
his  real  name,  were  totally  disregarded — the  jury 
found  him  guilty,  and  the  judge  sentenced  him  to 
be  transported  for  life.  The  effect  upon  the  faith- 
ful wife  and  fond  mother  was  of  the  most  distress- 
ing nature.  She  tried  to  obtain  an  interview  with 
her  husband's  father — but  all  her  attempts  were 
frustrated,  and  herself  and  children  threatened  with 
punishment  as  impostors ;  she  was  driven  from  the 
place  by  blows,  and,  on  her  return  'to  Dublin, 
was  allowed  a  few  minutes  with  her  husband,  to  bid 
him  farewell,  and  then,  with  her  children,  she  quit- 
ted the  country  for  ever.  On  the  day  subsequently, 
her  husband  was  embarked,  with  Larry  Laffan  and 
many  others,  and  the  ship  almost  immediately  got 
under  weigh,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  with  a 
fair  wind. 

Unhappily,  several  of  the  convicts  brought  the 
jail  distemper  on  board  with  them,  and  their  crow- 
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ded  state  in  close  confioement, 
tilation  and  total  absence  of  c1 
the  disease  amongst  the  rest 
geon  tried  every  means  within 
plague,  in  order  to  secure  the 
could  carry  alive  to  the  colon 
quality  uf  his  medicines,  and 
tlie  provisions,  rendered  his  < 
the  spectacle  on  the  platform, 
in  the  liold  for  ack  convicts 
truly  appalling ;  the  dead  ant 
gled  together;  whilst  groans 
mercy,  and  blasphemous  imj 
heart  sick. 

At  first,  the  burial  service 
those  who  had  expired ;  but  tl 
together  with  the  necessity  ol 
ing  the  body  into  the  deep,  * 
sions  of  solemnity ;  every  1 
and  the  suiferer  had  scarcely 
life  was  pronounced  by  the  si 
when  a  weight  was  attached  to 
thrown  into  its  ocean  grave. 

Sujtry  weather  and  calms  f 
the  work  of  destruction ;   not 
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floendfid  into  that  lazar-house  (fumigation  was  then 
unpractiaed);  and  the  stench  arising  from  below 
tainted  the  atmosphere,  so  as  to  render  it  difficult  to 
breathe.  Hour  after  hour  passed  on ;  sometimes  a 
light  breeze  would  sfning  up,  so  as  in  some  measure 
to  purify  the  vessel  from  the  infectious  vapours; 
then,  again,  calms  and  heavy  rains  brought  a  sue- 
oession  of  horrors,  and  the  living  looked  upon  each 
other  as  those  who  were  appointed  to  die. 

Fearfully  increased  the  horrors  of  those  death- 
scenes;  there  was  none  to  impart  the  consola- 
tions of  religion,  nor  to  direct  the  mind  to  the 
only  hope  of  rescue  from  eternal  condemnation ; 
hardened  and  unrepentant  guilt  was  hurried 
&om  time  into  eternity,  and  who  could  read  their 
doom? 

But  all  that  the  survivors  had  hithertoendured  was 
now  to  be  heightaied  and  aggravated  by  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  batten 
down  the  hatches,  so  that  both  light  and  ventilation 
were  excluded,  and  the  heat  and  noxious  vapour 
became  unbearable.  Many  of  the  poor  creatures  in 
their  weakness  fell  to  the  deck,  where  they  rolled 
from  side  to  side  with  the  motion  of  the  ship, 
striking  against  each  other,  and  not  unfrequently 
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bestowing  feeble  blows  in  their  pugnacity.  Grasp- 
ing and  struggling,  to  cling  to  whatever  their  hands 
might  touch,  but  dragged  away  from  their  fancied 
security  by  the  weight  of  their  own  bodies — maimed 
and  bruised  till  utterly  exhausted,  they  were  dashed 
unresistingly  hither  and  thither,  till,  after  sufFering 
tortures  of  the  most  harassing  and  agonizing 
nature,  their  tenacity  to  life  was  subdued,  and  they 
yielded  up  their  breath. 

In  vain  the  convicts  entreated  for  permission  to 
ascend  to  the  deck  ;  the  request  was  peremptorily 
refused,  and  those  who  attempted  it  were  thrust  back 
again  with  violence ;  still  others  pressed  on,  till  mad- 
dened and  made  desperate  by  resistance,  they  rushed 
to  the  hatchways,  preferring  the  chance  of  immediate 
death,  to  a  prolongation  of  misery  tliat  could  only 
have  a  similar  termination.  The  hatches  were  forced 
off,  and  though  several  of  the  convicts  were  buried 
back  again,  mangled  and  bleeding,  yet  the  greater 
portion  succeeded  in  making  good  their  lodgment 
upon  deck,  where  the  elements  were  raging  as 
fierce  as  the  human  passions  that  prolonged  the 
deadly  strife. 

But  the  soldiers  who  formed  the  guard  were 
enervated,  from  both  bodily  disease  and  sear  sickiieni 
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whilst  the  terrors  of  the  storm  held  a  strong  influ- 
ence over  the  minds  of  all ;  at  length,  after  a  feeble 
resistance,  the  convicts  became  the  victors,  but  de^ 
titute  of  an  avowed  leader,  and  having  gained  their 
point,  they  remained  perfectly  quiet;  indeed,  all  they 
seemed  to  desire  was  to  escape  from  suffocation,  and 
respire  the  pure  air  of  heaven,  for  as  soon  as  the 
gale  abated,  and  the  soldiers  resumed  their  energies, 
they  readily  submitted  to  the  officers,  merely  stipu- 
lating for  their  not  being  forced  to  go  below. 

Ten  dead  and  almost  shapeless  bodies  were  on 
that  evening  brought  on  deck,  and  consigned  to  the 
yet  turbulent  ocean ;  one  after  the  other,  the  heavy 
splash  was  heard  in  the  waters;  a  shuddering 
crept  over  those  who  ivitnessed  the  burial,  and 
saw  the  unshrouded  corpse  descend  into  the 
great  charnel-house  of  the  deep,  to  add  to  the 
myriads  who  had  preceded  it.  During  the  night, 
five  others  were  at  separate  times  launched  over  the 
gangway;  the  surgeon  declared  that  his  utmost 
skill  was  baffled,  and  he  looked  forward  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  death  of  many  more. 

Baffling  and  light  winds  succeeded  to  the  stomi, 
and  the  convicts,  emboldened  by  their  late  achieve- 
ment, were  no  longer  patient  under  restraint,  or 
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iDclined  to  yield  to  rule.  On  more  than  one  occa- 
sion they  had  plundered  the  spirit  and  proviskm 
rooms,  and  intoxication  rendering  them  insensible 
to  personal  danger,  they  recklessly  rushed  upon  the 
liayonets,  or  daringly  bared  their  breasts  to  the 
bullets  of  the  guards,  so  tliat  numbers  who  escaped 
disease,  fell  in  the  heat  of  conflict. 

The  breeze  at  length  became  steady,  and  they 
made  the  Canary  Islands,  just  being  enabled  to 
fetch  Ferro,  where  the  ship  was  anchored  about 
dusk  in  the  evening;  and  such  was  deemed  the 
urgency  of  their  situation,  that  without  waiting  for 
the  governor'^s  reply  to  a  request  that  the  convicts 
might  be  disembarked,  they  were  speedily  landed 
in  a  small  bay ;  tents  were  erected,  and  before  day- 
light in  the  morning,  such  was  the  alacrity  of 
the  unhappy  beings  to  escape  from  the  dreadful 
confinement  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  that 
every  thing  was  snugly  arranged,  the  sick  and 
wounded  were  extended  on  their  beds  beneath  the 
canvass  coverings,  and  the  surgeon  was  activdy 
administering  to  their  several  necesaties. 

Ferro  is  the  smallest  and  most  barren  and  arid 
of  the  Canaries,  but  nevertheless,  it  is  denady 
populated.     When    this    invasion  of  tenitoffiil 
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right  became  known,  the  governor  sent  posi- 
tive orders  to  the  captain  to  re-embark  his  freight 
and  put  to  sea  without  ddaj,  as  he  was  determined, 
in  case  of  a  refusal,  to  open  a  fire  from  the  fortifica- 
tions. In  vain  the  captain  pleaded  the  urgency  of 
the  case,  and  promised  compliance  as  early  as  it  was 
practicable ;  in  vain  he  assured  the  authorities,  that 
the  moment  he  had  cleansed  his  vessel,  every  soul 
should  be  received  on  board ;  the  commands  of  the 
governor  were  imperative,  as  the  population  were 
rising  en-maste  to  enforce  compliance. 

Self-preservation,  as  well  as  a  feding  of  regard 
for  the  lives  of  his  crew,  instructed  the  captain  that 
the  thing  was  impossible ;  he  himself  was  already 
labouring  under  severe  indisposition,  whilst  most  of 
the  people  were  on  the  sick  list,  and  more  than  half 
of  them  unable  to  work,  so  that  to  receive  the  con- 
victs on  board,  and  to  continue  his  voyage,  pre- 
sented nothing  but  certain  death  to  all.  He  con- 
tinued, therefore,  to  pass  the  day  away  in  nego- 
ciation,  whilst,  as  a  matter  of  favour  as  well  as 
humanity,  fresh  provisions  and  water  were  supplied, 
and  he  promised  to  be  clear  of  the  land  by  daylight 
the  next  day.  This  appeased  the  commotion  on 
^re,  and  the  vessel  remained  undisturbed  by  the 
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fiite  would  inevitaUj  be  if  they  persevered  in  ad- 
vancing. 

The  deputation  returned  to  their  companions  in 
misery,  and  several  hours  passed  in  un«Tailing  mur- 
murs and  execrations  against  the  captam  who  had 
ao  basely  deserted  them.  At  the  same  time  their 
wretchedness  was  mcfeased  by  quarrelling  and  light- 
ing amongst  themselves.  Sick  at  heart,  Murtoch 
Delaney  and  Larry  Laian  quitted  the  tents  and 
wandered  down  to  the  rocky  shore,  where,  after 
bathing  themselves  in  the  sea,  they  eiept  into  a 
natural  chasm  between  the  rocks,  having  a  perpen- 
(Keular  het  to  the  water  that  washed  the  base,  and 
blowing  of  just  sufficient  qpace  for  Aem  to  lie 
down  at  full  length. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  at  the  tents,  irritated 
by  pnvation,  mustered  in  a  body  and  agam  proceed* 
ed  towards  the  town,  where  a  ootmcO  had  been 
held  to  decide  upon  what  was  the  best  mode  of 
treating  them.  The  place  was  in  m  thoroc^  tu- 
mult ;  the  inhabitants  firmly  believed  that  tfie  con« 
victs  were  afflicted  with  the  plague^  whose  infection 
would  soon  reach  them,  and  as  they  dreaded  ttSl 
more  the  idea  of  contagion,  ao,  when  they  saw  the 
unfortunate  men  advancing,  they  seized  thehr  arms, 
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gave  no  signs  of  life.  The  raising  of  a  hand  in  the 
last  convulsive  agony,  was  a  signal  for  the  renewal 
of  the  discharges,  and  the  quivering  of  the  Hmbs  aa 
the  precursor  of  dissolution,  brought  down  showers 
of  grape,  till  the  diabdical  deed  was  fully  oon. 
summated.  Not  a  soldier  or  an  inhabitant  was 
found  hardy  etiough  to  approach  the  supposed 
infected  place,  to  see  how  &r  this  terrible  execution 
bad  taken  effect r— the  dead  were  left  alone  in  their 
desolation. 

Murtoch  and  Larry  bad  been  distressed  listeners 
to  tbe  firing,  and  the  noise  of  the  niiogling  shrieks 
and  cries  were  distinctly  borne  to  tlieir  ears,  till  the 
love  of  self  prevailed  over  every  other  feeling,  and 
they  continued  in  their  hiding-place,  too  truly  con- 
jecturing  the  cause  of  the  dreadful  sounds;  nor 
could  they  forbear  congratulating  each  other  on 
their  present  safety.  Still  they  conversed  but  little* 
and  when  the  bellowing  of  the  cannon  ceased,  and 
the  silence  of  death  succeeded,  they  crouched  closer 

together,  and  spoke  only  in  whispers^     The  cavity 

■ 

they  had  fortunately  crept  into,  was  sheltered  from, 
the  scorching  rays  of  the  sun  by  a  projecting  crag, 
and  though  they  could  not  expect  to  remain  there 
for  any  length  of  time,  yet  it  now  afforded  them  a 
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<^  And  manes  to  keep  so,  plase  Grod,"  uttered 
Larry,  called  to  a  dit^creet  sense  of  his  situation, 
and  at  once  abandoning  his  expressions  of  grief. 
^'  But  let  us  get  out  o^  this,  Misther  Murtoch ;  a 
dead  body  had  always  a  natVal  dislike  to  my  oom- 
pany  at  any  time,  and  maybe  it's  not  pleasant  to 
"^em  now." 

For  a  few  minutes  they  stood  ccmtemplating 
the  horrible  scene  of  carnage,  as  far  as  the  gloom 
of  night  would  permit  them,  but  both  felt  too 
powerfully  the  influence  of  superstitious  awe  to 
remain  long  in  the  midst  of  the  shattered  remnants 
of  humanity,  already  tainting  the  air  with  the 
peculiar  smell  which  arises  from  flesh  wounds  on  a 
field  of  battle.  '<  Make  haste,  Larry,"  exclaimed 
Murtoch  ;  ^^  get  some  of  the  bedding  and  canvas 
together ;  never  mind  it's  being  torn,  it  will  do  to 
lie  upon." 

*^  Thrue  for  you,  Misther  Murtoch,**  responded 
Larry,  who  seldom  forgot  or  neglected  die  respect 
due  to  his  companion  in  misfortune ;  ^*  shure  an' 
they'll  make  the  rocks  softer  anyhow,  an'  the  boys 
'uU  niver  be  wanting  ^em  again.  May  the  curse 
o'  Cromell  light  upon  the  murdthrers  !^ 

Twice  during  that  night  did  they  revisit  the 
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"  An  what  you  say  thrue^  is  all  right  anyhow," 
said  Larry,  approvingly ;  ^^  so  I'll  just  take  a  taste 
of  a  snooee  to  myself,  as  there's  no  knowinst  what 
sort  of  a  wake  I  shall  have.'* 

The  poor,  fellows  slept  soundly,  and  awoke 
with  the  daylight,  much  refreshed  ;  the  sea  breeze 
came  cool  and  delightful  into  their  little  nook,  and 
after  partaking  of  a  small  portion  of  their  food,  as 
they  did  not  dare  to  stir  out  lest  they  should  be 
discovered,  they  once  more  composed  themselves  to 
rest. 

Darkness  again  shrouded  the  face  of  nature, 
when  Murtoch  and  his  companion  quitted  their  re« 
treat  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  the  wreck  of 
the  tents,  in  order  to  procure  whatever  useful 
thing  they  could  pick  up,  supposing^  that  the  inha- 
bitants had  feared  to  go  near  the  dreaded  spot. 
And  they  were  right  in  their  conjectures — all  re- 
mained as  they  had  left  it — ^the  mangled  dead  in 
their  silent  sleep,  aud  Murtoch  shuddered  when  he 
beheld  so  many  human  forms  lying  about  him,  yet 
could  not  hear  a  breath  from  any  one  of  th»n. 

Through  a  considerable  portion  of  that  night,  they 
employed  themselves  in  removing  various  articles 
to  their  cell,  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  which  was 
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^^  Without  net,  hook,  or  line,  Larry  !  and  no  fire 
to  dress  them,  if  the  miracle  could  be  performed/' 
uttered  Murtoch.  "  No,  no,  Larry ;  the  thing 
would  be  impossible ;  but  we  might  get  out  to  sea 
in  a  boat,  and  perhaps  be  picked  up  by  some  ship/' 

^^  By  the  hookey  an*  so  we  might,^*  assented 
Larry,  joyfully ;  "  or,  what  would  you  say  to 
going  out  o^  sight  o*  land,  and  then  coming  back 
and  telling  'em  we've  been  shipwrecked  at  say." 

"  And  being  in  the  boat  we  stole — or,  according 
to  your  own  views— borrowed  from  them,  do  you 
imagine  they  would  l)elieve  us,  eh  ?''  argued  Mur- 
toch, smiling  at  his  countryman's  simplicity. 

"  By  me  sowl,  an*  that  'ud  be  rather  awkward 
anyhow,"  answered  Larry ;  "  I  forgot  the  boat 
would  be  blowing  upon  us.  Och  I  but  my  schame> 
ing  'ud  soon  get  us  into  the  throuble  again, 
Mistber  Murtoch,  and  so  it's  with  you  FU  lave  it 
jist." 

Delaney  lay  for  some  time  devising  plans,  whilst 
liis  less  sensitive  companion  coiled  himself  away  in 
the  recess,  and  was  soon  fast  asleep;  for  Larry, 
though  more  than  two-and-twenty  years  had  passed 
over  his  head,  since  his  first  introduction  to  the 
reader,  was  tlie  same  unthinking,  reckless  being  as 
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♦*  And  why  am  I  here  V^  said  he ;  **  I  am  innocent**- 
thoiiy  God,  knowest  I  am  iraiocent)  and  will  aid  me  to 
avenge  myself.  Great  and  Eternal  Being,  who  of 
all  thy  creatures  have  I  ever  wilfully  injured  or 
wronged  ?  When  were  my  ears  closed  to  the  cry 
of  distress  for  help— or  the  wail  of  sorrow  for  com- 
fort ?  When  was  my  aim  paralyzed  in  defence  of 
the  oppressed  and  helpless,  or  my  hand  idle  when 
the  perishing  asked  for  succour  ?  But  here  I  am  a 
prisoner — a  wretched  convict  on  a  foreign  shore, 
with  the  enemy  seeking  my  life." 

It  was  on  the  fourth  day  of  their  confinement, 
that,  early  in  the  morning,  they  observed  a  small 
boat  with  one  man  in  it  approach  seaward  to  a  short 
distance  of  the  place  of  their  concealmoit,  where  he 
let  go  his  anchor,  and  was  soon  busily  engaged  in 
fishing.  Anxiously  and  almost  breathlessly  did 
the  pent-up  sufferers  watch  the  operation,  and  once 
only  did  any  intimation  pass  between  them,  and 
then  in  a  mere  whisper,  <<  If  he  comes  asliore,*^  said 
Murtoch,  **  be  ready,  Larry— that  boat  must  be 
ours." 

^<  Jist  to  borry  it  a  bit,  Misther  Murtocb  !  faix, 
an  I'm  the  boy  for  that  same,'^  responded  Larry,  in 
a  similar  mode  of  communication. 
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bounded  by  craggy  rockS)  as  to  cfftsr  lafe  places  in 
which  to  secrete  themselves;  ^^  we  must  not  go  yet, 
but  as  soon  as  it  is  dark  we'll  inspect  the  ^x>t,  and 
arrange  accordingly.^' 

^^  Its  yerself  as  has  the  onderstanding,  any  how. 
Misther  Murtoch,'^  said  Larry;  ^^  an  what  for  not, 
seeing  as  ye^re  a  bom  gentleman  on  the  right  side 
of  the  shtocking  F'^ 

^^  Your  communications  on  that  subject  have  most 
certainly  greatly  astonished  me,'''  responded  Del»- 
ney,  ^^  but  the  individual  whose  name  I  bear  never 
once  hinted  such  a  thing  till  just  beft»-e  his  death.'** 

^^  But  there*s  them  as  knows  it  as  wdl,  and  some 
better  than  Larry  Laffan,^  said  the  other ;  ^^  Mike 
Hagan  by  token'** — 

^^  The  rascal  r  muttered  Murtoch,  powerfully 
agitated,  ^Uhe  false-swearing,  perjured  villain— the 
curse  of  the  Almighty  rest  upon  him.*'* 

^^An  there  was  them  others  as  swore  again  you, 
Tim  Donavan,  and  Casey ,^  said  Larry  ;  ^^  oh !  the 
divel's  cess  to  them,  the  tieves— -shure  an  they 
know*d  all  about  it ;  an  there^s  Maurice  Feaghan, 
an  owld  Bridget,  an  ever  so  many  moie  sworn  upon 
the  gospels  not  to  shplit  till  death  and  after.'' 

^^  If  there  are  so  many  records,  it  is  strange  that 
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Larry ;  <*  ah  S  thin^  don't  mention  it-^isii^t  it  deiMl 
and  kilt  we  are  along  wid  de  rest — shot  into  smitiie- 
nens— here  a  leg  and  there  an  arem«*-*and  how  the 
divd  are  we  to  come  to  life  again  P  Och  (  we  are 
somebody  else  now/' 

The  person  addressed  made  no  reply,  but  seemed 
to  have  fallen  into  a  dreamy  musing;  whilst  Larry, 
after  taking  a  drink  of  water,  and  wishing  it  was 
poteen,  composed  himself  to  sleep. 

That  night  they  examined  the  spot,  and  having 
placed  the  cask  in  a  conspicuous  situation  well  up 
the  beach,  they  found  a  low  rock^  midway  between  it 
and  the  water,  behind  which  they  could  lie  down, 
so  as  not  to  be  seen  by  any  person  afloat.  A  little 
before  dayli^t  they  took  their  station ;  but  hour 
after  hour  passed  away,  and  no  fisherman  appeared ; 
so  that  at  night  they  returned  to  thar  solitary  hole 
disheartened  and  sick,  from  having  laid  so-  long 
exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun.  Their  bread  was 
now  becoming  exhausted,  and  Murtoch  determined 
diould  the  next  day  afford  thera  no  chance  of  get- 
ting away,  to  go  along  the  beach  during  the  dark^ 
ness  of  the  succeeding  night,  and  trust  to  chance  for 
the  future. 

A  second  time,  at  day-break,  they  posted  them- 
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*^  Its  the  fisherman,  may  be/'  whispered  Larry ; 
"  early  morning  is  a  good  time  for  hooking  'em ; — 
howly  Saint  Patrick,  be  our  friend.^ 

**  Whisht,  Larry,"  returned  Delaney  in  the  same 
low  tone ;  and,  stooping  down,  he  laid  bis  ear  near 
the  ground  for  several  minutes.  At  laiigth  he  rose 
up ;  ^  let^s  to  the  rocks,  Larry ,^'  said  he,  ^^  and 
carry  the  keg  wid  yer — I  really  believe  it  is  the 
fisherman.'^ 

The  poor  fellows  lost  no  time  in  making  their 
dispositions — the  breaker  was  again  placed  in  « 
conspicuous  situation  as  a  decoy,  and  they  laid 
themselves  down  as  before  amongst  the  rocks.  The 
sounds  of  the  oars  continued  to  advance,  and  by 
the-light  of  the  opening  day,  they  perceived  a  small 
bcMit  sweep  round  the  point,  and  soon  afterwards 
come  to  an  anchor,  nearly  abreast  of  then. 

"  Its  himself  then,"  whispered  Lairy ;  "odi !  now, 
and  may  the  howly  saints  give  him  the  best  of  eye> 
sight  this  blessed  morning,  barring  he^s  not  an  ex- 
ciseman, for  its  them  by  the  powers  that  can  see  a 
tub  blindfold,  and  would  snap  at  the  bit  cask 
quicker  nor  a  fish  at  the  bait.  Shaint  Pathrick 
send  you  the  luck  wid  the  hooks,  for  its  ourselves 
jist  as  manes  to  be  in  at  the  tasting  t)f  Vm.     Och! 
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.sfinilaf  circumshmces 4  ^^shiire  art  /he?fl  a !  Spanish 
gauger,  for  now  he's  out  oars^  and. by.  the  .piper 
here  he  cocnes.  Arrah^  you  sowl«:be  ready>  for  it's 
net  him  we  shall  this  time/*' . 

The  man  in  the  punt  i^roached  slowly  and  cau- 
tiously towatdfi  the  shore,  as  if  he  had  not  accu- 
rately made  out  what  the  object  that  attracted  him 
was ;  but  the  moment  he  had  ascertained  it  to  be  a 
cask,  he  pulled  bravely  in ;  and  the  confederates, 
whilst  almost  withhalcfing  their  breath,  lest  they 
should  excite  suspicion,  heard  the  grating  of  the 
boat's  nose  upon  the  beach  as  she  grounded.  They 
were  both  well  aware  of  their  weakness  from  emaci- 
ation and  hunger,  so  as  tobe  scarcdy  equal  together 
to  one  strong  athletic  man :— besides,  die  fatigue 
of  their  night^s  excursion  had  greatly  weari^  them, 
and  their  hearts  beat  with  such  tumultuous  agita- 
tion, as  to  render  them  incapable  of  coping  with 
any  powerful  antagonist.  Happily,  however,  the 
individual  they  had  to  contend  against  was  a  dimi- 
nutive old  man,  and  as  he  passed  them  in  eager 
expectation  of  obtaining  his  supposed  prize,  they 
sprang  up  and  sdzed  him  without  difficulty ;  indeed 
his  alarm  and  astonishment  was  so  great,  that  he 
oflered  no  resistance. 
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to  every  detail  connected  with  a  boat ;  and  the  first 
essay  of  the  pair  was  anything  but  successful,  as 
far  as  it  regarded  making  progress  from  the  land. 

The  unfortunate  fisherman  laid  moaning  in  the 
bottom  of  the  punt,  and  though  Larry  tried  to 
oona<de  him,  yet  as  neither  comprehended  the 
language  of  the  other,  they  made  but  sorry  work 
in  the  way  of  conversation.  For  two  hours  did 
Murtoch  and  Larry  ply  their  oars  unceasingly,  but 
the  boat  made  so  many  courses,  sometimes  spinning 
entirely  round,  that  t^ey  gained  barely  four  miles 
from  the  place  of  starting.  At  this  distance  tbey 
relaxed  frc»n  their  labours  to  indulge  in  rest,  and 
to  examine  what  their  jnrize  contained.  There  was 
some  fine  rock  cod;  a  few  cat-fish,  and  various 
other  kinds  ;  a  loaf  of  bread,  and  some  bard 
dieese ;  a  stone  bottle  with  water,  and  a  glass  one 
with  nearly  a  pint  of  aquadiente,  which  Larry 
declared  was  the  greatest  treasure  of  the  wfaole^  oq 
account  of  its  ^*  tinder  oonnectiim  and  relatioDship 
to  poteen.'^ 

*^  And  now,  Larry ,^  said  Delaney,  <^  we  are  out 
at  sea-— though  we  must  very  soon  give  the  land  a 
wider  neighbourhood.  It  is  a  pity  we  cannot  com- 
municate our  wishes  to  the  prisoner,  as  he  might 
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soon  as  they  could  *-howly  St.  Patrick  standing 
their  fiiendr  An  shure^^  continued  Larry,  pgintiqg 
to  a  sail  standing  in  for  the  land*  ^^its  herself  is. 
coming  yonder  there,'' 

Murtoch  looked  towards  the  vessel,  whose:  white 
sails  showed  like  a  cluster  of  pearls  oq  ^  dark  blue 
crest,  and  he  doubted  as  to  the.  prudence  of  ap* 
proaching  too  near  her,  lest  she  might  belong  to, 
some  of  the  islands ;  but  Larry  overruled  his  ob- 
jections, and  the  craft  observing  a  boat  pulling 
towards  her,  very  naturally  shaped  her  course  ac- 
cordingly, and  in  a  short  time  they  were  alongside* 
The  old  fisherman,  who  had  remained  perfectly 
quiet  all  this  time  (as  Larry  believed  satisfied  with 
the  eloquence  of  his  speech),  suddenly  became  gar- 
rulous, and  poured  forth  his  complaints  with  so 
much  volubility,  that  the  Irishman's  address  was 
totally  eclipsed.  The  vessel  was  a  Spanish  po- 
laoca,  bound  to  TenerifTe.  Murtoch  and  Larry 
were  once  more  prisoners,  and  on  their  arrival,  were 
sentenced  without  trial  to  imprisonment  for  stealing 
the  boat. 

Here  they  remained  in  durance — the  only  thing 
they  had  to  complain  of,  as  every  requisite  but 
liberty  was  amply  enjoyed — for  several  years,  when. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

t 

<*  Hold  thy  peace : — 
tie  that  faatb  suffered  this  disordered  springs 
Hath  now  himself  met  with  the  fall  of  leaf." 

RiCHABD  11. 

It  was  in  the  same  gorgeously  splendid  apart- 
ment that  has  already  been  mentioned  as  the  scene 
of  interview  between  the'  dwarf  and  his  wife,  when 
Feaghan  bore  in  the  body  of  the  dead  child,  that 
the  mis-shapen  being  was  pacing  to  and  fro  with 
uncertain  purpose  and   unsteady  steps,   whilst  a 
restless  and  agonized  impatience  characterized  his 
whole  proceedings.     Sometimes  he  would  stop  short 
in  his  walk,  as  if  struck  by  a  sudden  paralysis — then 
his  whole  frame  became  convulsed  as  he  stared 
wildly  around  him,  and  clutched  his  delicate  white 
hands  together,  with  symptoms  of  terror  that  he  in 
vain  sought  to  repress* 

The  descending  sun  of  an  autumnal  evening 
poured  its  rich  hues  through  the  windows,  impart- 
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why  does  my  very  soul  shrink  back  appalled  at 
the  crimes  I  have  committed  P  If  there  is  no 
future  state  of  punishment,  what  have  I  to  fear, 
and  why  does  my  spirit  sink  with  apprehensi^s  of 
unseen,  unknown  peril  ?  Have  I  ever  declined  en« 
countering  personal  danger  P  has  pain  of  body  ever 
wrung  from  me  a  puling  cry  of  anguish  ?  Never ! 
What,  then,  can  it  be  that  stirs  up  so  terrible  a 
strife  between  the  body  and  the  mind.  The  corpo- 
real frame  is  strong  to  endure,  and  defies  the  worst 
that  may  befal,  but  the  mental  energies  overpower 
the  body  and  reduce  it  to  childish  weakness— else 
why  this  trembling  in  every  limb  that  would  stand 
firm  against  wound  or  blow.  French  philosophy 
fails  to  account  for  this  restless  fever  of  the  facul- 
ties, and  therefore  It  must  be  something  superhu- 
man that  inflicts  the  pangs  I  feel;"  he  paused  a 
minute  or  two  as  if  revolving  the  question  over  si- 
lently, and  then  proceeded,  <<  and  yet  it  may  arise 
from  the  mere  imperfection  of  human  frailty,  labour- 
ing  under  alarm  lest  the  deed  should  come  to  be 
known  and  the  law  claim  the  fulfilment  of  an  expia- 
tory sacrifice.  It  must  be  so — but  escaping  this — 
ha,  ha,  ha  !  —I  have  title,  wealth,  beauty,  power, 
every  luxury  that  riches  can  purchase,  or  pleasure 

l2 


220  HAMILTON  KING. 

bestow — and  when  I  quit  this  world  — — *'  Again 
he  shuddered — '^aye,  but  there*s  the  rub ;  millioni 
have  died  full  of  hope,  believing  in  an  hereafter  of 
bliss,  and  joy,  and  happiness  unspeakable— ages  have 
rolled  on,  and  that  which  is  called  the  Sacred  Voluiiie 
has  been  the  guide  and  support  of  the  just  and  good, 
whilst  the  theory  I  have  made  the  groundwork  of  my 
practice  has  only  recently  had  its  birth. — Fm  sick  of 
doubt — ^it  mars  all  peace,  and  murders  rest ;— mur« 
der  1*^  muttered  he,  as  he  thrust  his  long  white  fingen 
amongst  his  black  and  glossy  locks,  and  pressed 
the  pahn  of  his  hand  upon  his  forehead,  *<  aye, 
murder,  most  foul  and  most  unnaturaL"     Once 
more  his  voice  assumed  a  tone  of  plaintive  harmony 
as  he  murmured,  **  father,  father  f*     Then  starting, 
as  if  stung  with  mortal  agony,  his  harsh  diaoordant 
utterings  rang  wildly  through  the  room.     <*  Aye^  I 
would  call  on  him — my  £Either,  and  I  would  plead 
with  him  for  forgiveness — I— I-*'*  and  an  hysteric 
laugh  shook  his  every  limb. 

'<  I  am  glad  to  find  you  in  such  apleaaantmoody** 
exclaimed  Beatrice,  as  she  entered  the  loom,  and 
closed  the  door  behind  her ;  <<  this  is  as  it  ahouki 
lie,  and  renders  me  proud  that  my  argumenta  have 
not  failed  to  produce  the  desired  effect^ 
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'<0h,  Beatrice— -Beatrice/'  uttered  the  dwarf, 
the  music  of  his  Yoice  flowing  in  rich  haimony,  as 
he  gazed  upon  her  matchless  lordiness ;  <<  oh,  Bea- 
trice,  did  you  but  know  what  was  struggling  within, 
you  would  not  call  mine  a  pleasant  mood.  Does 
the  old  man  yet  exist  ?'' 

**  The  pulses  of  existence  still  strive  against  the 
destroyer,"  answered  she  with  firmness ;  **  but  you 
must  well  know  which  will  shortly  be  the  con- 
queror." 

^*  He  is  my  father,  Beatrice,*"  urged  the  dwarf, 
in  tones  of  supplication,  as  he  gently  took  her  hand 
between  his  own  and  fixed  his  fascinating  eyes  upon 
her  countenance ;  <^  he  never  denied  us  anything^*" 

**This  craven  folly  must  terminate  in  ruin  to 
yourself,  to  me,  and  to  your  boy,**  returned  the 
lady,  withdrawing  her  hand.  **  The  old  man  dies 
full  of  years,  and  you  succeed  him.  Hitherto  we 
have  been  pent  up  and  immured  within  this  dreary 
solitude  to  gratify  his  caprice,  and  think  you  I 
would  have  submitted  to  all  this  but  for  the  pros- 
pect of  freedom  that  stood  out  boldly  before  me  P 
No,  Sir,  my  proper  station  in  society  is  the  world 
of  fashion  and  of  pleasure"-»the  dwarf  writhed. 
"  Your  wealth  must  provide  me  a  palace,  your  title 
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calmly ;  ^^  the  last  hour  of  the  old  man  is  approach* 
ing,  and  surely,  like  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  son, 
you  would  not  be  absent  from  his  side  at  such  a  try« 
ing  moment.^ 

<<  Devil,^  harshly  muttered  the  dwarf,  as  he  re** 
sumed  his  rapid  motions  to  and  fro.  '^  No— no,  I 
will  not  witness  his  dying  agonies.  There  is  al* 
ready  a  hell  in  my  heart,  and  the  sight  of  him  would 
but  make  it  rage  more  fiercely." 

"  I  can  but  r^ret  your  detomination,'^  said 
Beatrice,  mildly ;  *<  I  fancied  that  I  might  claim 
some  reliance  on  your  boasted  admiration  of  these 
poor  personal  endowments,  and  the  affection  you 
have  said  you  dioished  for  our  boy— -but  I  find  I 
am  mistaken,  and  both  myself  and  my  remaining 
child  must  yield  to——*' 

<^  No !  no !  Beatrice,  no ;''  exclaimed  the  dwarf, 
quickly  interrupting  her*  <<  I  have  gone  too  far  to 
retract,  though  scorn,  and  contumely,  and  taunts, 
from  the  source  we  look  to  for  tenderness  and  love^ 
may  well  madden  a  more  even  temper  than  mine ; 
and  how  have  I  deserved  your  hate  ?  For  you,  I 
sacrificed  my  elder  brother,  and  sent  him  to  perish 
by  disease,  or  murder,  on  a  foreign  shore. — For 
you,  I  silenced  his  child  for  ever,  and  the  retribu- 
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live  hand  of  unerring  Jusdee  has  dquived  me  of 

my  own  £ur  beautiful   darUng. — For    you,   mjr 

father—" 

*^  Enough,  enough,"  said  .Beatrice ;    *'  the  catap 

logue  lias  been  too  often  read  over  for  me  to  forget 
a  single  item,  and  now  this  last  may  be  added  to 
the  list.  But  what  have  you  in  prospect.  Sir  Cor- 
nelius ?*^  The  dwarTs  face  showed  a  bitter  smile  of 
irony. — "  What  have  you  not  in  prospect  ?  I  can 
see  a  present  baronetcy,  with  an  earldom  in  the 
distance.  I  can  see  rank  and  riches — honours  and 
power — ^your  voice  may  guide  and  govern  the 
senate— your  word  and  opinion  take  precedence 
in  the  councils  of  your  sovereign,  and  rule  the 
state  :  and  think  you  I  shall  be  wanting  in  my  part 
of  the  contract  ?  No,  no,  sir,  your  honour  shall  be 
safe  in  my  keeping ;  your  advancement  and  interest 
shall  be  my  study ;  and  when  I  see  princes  and  peers 
courting  even  your  smiles,  my  very  soul  sliall 
exult  in  it,  as  the  contrivance  of  my  own  bead— 
the  work  of  my  own  hands ;  but  prithee,  talk  to  me 
no  more  of  love.** 

When  the  lady  first  commenced  her  description 
of  the  future,  the  dwarf  stopped  and  fixed  his  keen 
gaze  upcm  her ;  as  she  proceeded  with  greater  anft- 
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mation,  be  seemed  to  drink  in  her  voice  with  irre- 
pressible ecstacy  ;  the  vivid  picture  was  present  to 
his  heated  imagination  ;  he  saw  coronets  and  mitres 
bending  before  him;  he  fancied  himself  elevated 
to  a  pinnacle  his  ambition  had  never  contemplated 
soaring  to ;  he  advanced  to  the  beautiful  woman, 
and  again  taking  her  by  the  hand,  he  uttered, 
"  Beatrice,  do  with  me  as  you  will.^ 

**  Nerve  yourself,  then,  and  come  with  me  to  the 
bed-side  of  your  dying  father ;"'  commanded  she, 
without  allowing  a  moment  to  intervene,  lest  his 
mental  courage  should  again  fail.  *^  The  old  man 
is  sinking  fast,  he  has  been  asking  for  you,  come  !*' 

My  readers  will  call  to  mind  the  room  in  which 
Sir  Terence  O'Connor  was  seated  with  old  Bridget, 
on  the  day  of  Miss  O^TooIe^s  wedding,  as  described 
in  the  first  volume,  when  he  was  bemoaning  the 
abduction  or  death  of  his  eldest  child.  But  there 
were  other  circumstances  to  embitter  the  passing 
moment.  Mrs.  0*Connor,  from  the  time  she  had 
beheld  the  blow  given  to  her  husband  in  the  meliej 
before  the  Holy  well,  had  never  felt  like  the  same 
individual ;  and  when,  at  her  accouchement,  she 
beheld  the  deformed  little  being  she  had  brought 
into  the  world,  the  spectacle  hastened  her  depar^ 
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blood;"  and  she  felt  his  doewy  limbs.  <*  Oh  !  then, 
masther,  he  is  indeed  your  son— the  child  yeVe 
mourned — sthole  from  yez  by  yer  owld  inimy  the 
Delaney — and  brought  up  on  the  mounthains— 
shure  an  its  yer  blessing  upon  him  yell  be  giving, 
and  he  foment  ye  axing  it.^' 

**  What  means  all  this?^  exclaimed  the  baronet  in 
hurried  accents,  <^am  I  now  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  imposition ;  oh!  for  something  to  cool  this  burn- 
ing heat.*^ 

<*  Oh !  that  I  could  relieve  you,  father,*'8aid  the 
still  kneeling  man,  with  sympathizing  earnestness ; 
^*  it  is  dreadful  to  be  compelled  to  steal  like  a  thief 
to  your  presence,  and  to  find  you  thus ;— my  eyes 
have  never  to  my  recollection  seen  you  before*- 1 
have  no  remembrance  of  your  voice,  but  still  I  am 
your  son— the  child  of  Catherine  Macgainis,  who  as 
Bridget  has  said  truly  was  stolen  by  the  connivance 
of  Delaney,  and  brought  up  as  his  own  offspring ; 
speak  again  Bridget,  is  not  this  the  fad.  Oh  !  by 
my  sainted  mother  now  at  rest,  utter  nothing  but 
the  truth ;  am  not  I  his  son— >his  eldest  son  ?^ 

<<  Deed  an  deed,  an  its  Grod's  thruth.  Sir  Ter- 
ence,"  exclaimed  the  aged  wcnnan ;  ^  the  course 
of  time  will  not  allow  you  to  hear  the  tale,  but  this 
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stalk  ;  open  your  vest  ma  vourneen  and  show  them 
quickly.  Oh !  its  yerself  is  the  blood  of  the  thrue 
O'Connors." 

The  man  did  as  he  was  bid,  but  the  gloom  was 
too  dense  for  anything  to  be  distinctly  seen,  and 
the  baronet,  after  vainly  endeavouring  to  trace  some- 
thing on  the  breast  of  his  supplicant, fell  back  upon 
his  couch  writhing  with  agony ;  <'  Oh  !  the  pain  is 
on  me  again.-^Why  is  Cornelius  absent  at  such  a 
time  as  this,*^  said  he ;  ^*  go  stranger — go— you  will 
offend  him  if  he  finds  you  here.^ 

"  Will  you  not  then  say  even  *  Grod  bless  you,** '» 
asked  Murtoch,  his  voice  thick  and  husky ;  ^^  you 
command  me  from  you— me,  your  rightful  son  and 
heir,  and  you  deny  me  one  blessing.  But  I  know 
the  miscreant  who  has  done  this,  and  I  will  not  quit 
the  place— 'it  is  my  paternal  home,  and  he  it  was 
who  sent  me  a  convict  across  the  wide  waters.*^ 

*^  A  convict?^'  feebly  uttered  Sir  Terence,  a  small 
portion  of  his  energies  reviving  at  the  hated  name ; 
<<  a  convict,"  he  repeated,  **  how  dare  you  intrude 
yourself  into  my  presence,  sirrah;-— oh  !  that  con^ 
vulsive  pang — ^it  racks  my  very  vitals«— no  human 
strength  can  endure  this  long.  King  the  bell, 
Bridget,  and  send  for  Cornelius  here/* 
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^'  Howly  mother  forgive  me  if  I'^m  wrotig,'^  said 
the  aged  woman,  ^^  but  I  cannot  do  it—I  dare  not 
do  it,  Sir  Terence ;  its  dead  I  thought  he  was,  and 
saw  no  use  in  ripping  up  ould  grievances,  but  here 
he  is  to  the  fore— -himself — alive,  an  yer  first-bom, 
Sir  Terence, — may  the  sowl  of  me  niver  escape  from 
purgatory  but  its  thrue.  A  convict  was  he  ?  An 
who  made  him  that  same  ?  Them  as  you  wants  here 

at  this  blessed  moment.  Is  it  murdther  that  I'd  see 

■J 

done,  and  yer  eyes  to  close  for  iver  on  one  brother 

taking  the  life  of  another,  and  them  both  your  own 

t  childther.  Och !  hone.  Sir  Terence,  the  day  is  clofr> 

J  ing  wid  yer  in  this  life,  may  the  glory  of  the  saints 

I  shine  upon  yer  in  the  next :  he  that  refuses  to  bless 

shall  niver  obtain  a  blessing.^' 

The  baronet,  wrought  upon  by  this  exhortation, 
extended  his  trembling  hands,  and  they  had  just 
been  rested  on  the  head  of  the  kneeling  suppliant, 
when  Beatrice,  followed  by  Cornelius,  entered  the 
room.  There  was  still  a  sufficiency  of  light  to  dis- 
cern what  was  passing,  though  not  enough  to  dis- 
tinguish every  minutiae  that  occurred.  But  at  this 
moment  the  departing  rays  of  the  sun,  as  if  to  shed 
approval  on  the  last  act  of  the  baronet— imparted  a 
richer  and  a  brighter  ^ow  to  every  object ;— the 
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ruddy  gleain  fell  full  upon  the  face  <^  the  kneeling 
man,  and  showed  every  feature  plainly  to  the  dwarf 
and  his  wife.  The  former  instantly  recognized 
them,  and  drawing  himself  into  a  crouching  atti- 
tude, he  muttered,  *<  The  unhallowed  grave  has 
yielded  up  its  dead — ^it  is  there  before  me,  and  steaL- 
ing  that  benediction  which  would  have  been  his  due 
had  he  lived.  Oh  !  Beatrice— Beatrice,  force  him 
away — drive  the  spectre  hence,  it  withers  up  my 
flight  ;*^  and  he  spread  his  hands  so  as  to  conceal  his 
face. 

*The  lady  was  astonished  at  what  she  witnessed, 
for  she  was  totally  unacquainted  with  the  person  or 
countenance  of  the  kneeling  man.  Solemn  assur- 
ances had  been  given  by  the  captain  of  the  convict 
ship,  that  Delaney  was  amongst  the  number  of  those 
who  had  been  landed  on  the  island  of  Ferro;  and 
subsequent  intelligence  gave  precise  information 
of  the  horrible  massacre  that  had  ensued.  Yet  the 
allusions  of  her  husband  excited  a  strong  feeling  of 
apprehension,  that  the  undoubted  son  and  tieir 
of  Sir  Terence  was  before  her,  and  both  dis- 
tinctly heard  the  blessing  uttered  by  the  dying 
man. 

<^  Its  not  dead  he  is  !*'  shouted  Bridget ;  '*  an 
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^*  think  you  that  taking  my  life,"  for*  Cornelius 
was  striving  to  get  grip-hold  of  his  throat,^*  will 
destroy  the  evidence,  in  your  own  mind,  of  who  I 
really  am  ?  Forbear,  I  say — ^your  elder  brother 
commands  it— do  not  madden  me.  Nay,  then,  if 
I  must,  I  must^  He  pulled  a  pistol  from  his 
breast,  and  presented  it  at  the  dwarTs  head,  who 
immediately  relaxed  his  hold,  and  shrunk  away. 
But  it  was  only  momentary,  for  the  next  instant 
his  hand  also  held  an  instrument  of  death,  and  the 
brothers  stood  each  at  the  extremity  of  the  couch, 
on  which  laid  an  expiring  parent,  with  their  wea- 
pons pointed  to  take  away  life. 

But  Beatrice  came  between,  and  in  accents  of 
soothing  cunning  allayed  the  strife.  The  pistols 
were  put  up,  but  the  gleams  of  deadly  vengeance 
still  shot  from  the  full  large  eyes  of  the  dwarf, 
and  a  casual  observer  might  have  seen  that  he 
only  waited  for  a  fairer  opportunity  to  renew  the 
contest.    Nor  was  it  long  wanting. 

*^  You  will  quit  this  room  then,^  said  Cornelius 
to  his  brother ;  *<  your  presence  must  be  anything 
but  grateful  to  Sir  Terence.** 

^^  He  is  my  father,  Cornelius,**  returned  the 
other;  ^^and  I  dare  you  to  disprove  it.    Triie; 
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I  fed  it  all !  I  know  it  now  !  it  is  poison !  poison! 
nothing  bat  poison  could  torture  me  thus !"  and  he 
sank  back  exhausted. 

For  nearly  a  minute  the  most  intense  silence  pre- 
vailed through  the  apartment.  Murtoch  fixed  his 
steady  gaze  upon  the  countenance  of  the  dwarf, 
and  the  livid  hue  which  pervaded  it  was  even 
more  ghastly  than  that  on  the  cheeks  of  the  dying 
man.  Beatrice  alone  remained  unmoved,  nor  was 
there  the  least  change  in  her  beautiful  features  as 
she  calmly  whispered,  ^*  His  sufferings  have  shook 
his  reason ;  go  to  him,  Cornelius,  raise  him  up.*" 

But  the  request  of  the  lady  had  been  anticipated 
by  Murtoch,  who  was  standing  near  the  head  of 
Sir  Terence ;  he  took  the  baronet'^s  hand,  and 
placing  his  arm  beneath  his  back,  gently  elevated 
him  from  the  uneasy  posture  in  which  he  had 
fallen.  **  Father,"  said  he,  in  a  deep  and  solemn 
voice,  <*  has  there  then  been  murderous  cruelty  at 
work  here  also  ?  Oh,  Cornelius,  Cornelius !  if  this 
be  true,  how  will  you  dare  to  meet  your  Grod  ?— 
my  wife — my  little  ones  too— where  are  they?'' 
and  his  whole  frame  shook  with  agitation. 

"  Liar — villain — ^impostor  !"  shrieked  the  dwarf, 
as  unmindful  of  the  state  of  his  parent,  he  sprang 
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once  more  upon  the  man  who  claimed  fratenutji 
and  gripped  him  by  the  throat.  Murtoeh  loosed 
his  arm  from  beneath  Sir  Terence,  but  the  latter 
observing  the  renewal  of  the  strife,  rallied  th^last 
energries  of  existence,  and  in  struggling  to  separate 
them,  all  three  came  rolling  to  the  floor.  The 
dwarf  would  not  quit  his  hold ;  he  still  clutched 
the  throat  of  his  victim— -his  long  sinewy  fingers 
were  compressed  with  iron  tenacity,  but  suddenly 
they  relaxed— he  had  looked  upon  the  face  of  his 
father,  who  laid  stretched  at  his  side,  and  saw  that 
he  was  a  corpse. 

The  noise  brought  in  several  of  the  servants,  and 
at  the  command  of  Beatrice,  (for  Cornelius  was 
rendered  incapable  by  mental  imbecility),  Murtodi 
was  seized  and  conveyed  to  the  strong  room  in 
which  Feaghan  had  been  confined.  Here,  in  the 
very  house  to  which  he  laid  claim,  as  heir  to  the 
deceased  Sir  Terence,  did  the  unhappy  man  remain 
a  dose  prisoner,  revolving  in  his  mind  the  circum- 
stances that  had  occurred,  and  mourning  over  his 
unhappy  destiny,  which  without  any  fimlt  of  his 
own,  deprived  him  of  rank,  and  wealth,  and  home, 
and  wife,  and  children. 

It  was  about  the  hour  of  midnight,  and  the  door 


HAMILTON  KING.  239 

of  the  priaon-ropin  swung  back  upon  its  hinges,  and 
Cornelius  entered  the  place,  leaving  a  guard  out* 
side.  The  lamp  he  held  In  his  hand  shewed  his 
pale  and  haggard  features,  as  he  turned  towards 
the  captive,  and  the  lm>thers  stood  sternly  looking 
on  each  other.  Murtoch  was  appr^ensire  that  the 
dwarf  had  come  to  take  his  life,  and  he  keenly 
watched  his  every  movement,  determined  to  defend 
himself  to  the  last. 

**  Hear  me,  Delaney,^  said  the  dwarf  in  a  soft 
and  musical  voice ;  *^  I  wish  jrou  no  evil,  but  would 
promote  your  good,  unless  your  own  folly  prevent 
it.  Acknowledge  the  imposition  you  would  have 
practised  on  the  late  Sir  Terence ;  admit  that  you 
have  no  claim  to  his  paternity ;  deny  your  alliance 
to  the  O'Connors,  either  by  birth  or  blood,  and  you 
shall  not  only  be  free,  but  I  will  solicit  your  pardoif 
from  the  crown-— I  will  restore  you  to  the  fiurm 
which  the  laws  confiscated,  and  I  trust  you  will 
become  an  honourable  and  useful  member  of  so* 
ciety." 

'*  I  have  patiently  listened  to  you^"  returned  the 
other,  proudly ;  **  as  unhappily  I  have  no  alterna- 
tive—but can  you  form  so  mean  an  opinion  of  my 
experience  in  the  world,  as  to  suppose  I  am  to  be 


i 


eatt 


HAMILTON  KING.  239 

doubtful  whether  he  was  actuated  by  rage  or  fear ; 
^*  but  no  matter— I  defy  you,  and  if  you  will  not 
profit  by  my  generosity,  I  must  leave  you  to  your 
fate.  You  have  already  had  some  experience  of 
the  comforts  of  a  convict  ship,  and  if  you  ob- 
stinately persist  in  making  me  your  enemy— «  fur- 
ther taste  of  the  enjoyments  in  a  penal  settlement, 
and  at  a  greater  distance  from  this  country,  rests 
entirely  in  your  own  hands.  Sign  the  documents 
I  shall  produce,  and  liberty  is  yours— refuse,  and 
you  quit  Ireland  by  the  first  ship  that  sails.^' 

*<  Cornelius  !'*  said  the  other  after  a  short  pause, 
*<  I  allow  that  you  have  me  in  a  cleft>stick,  for  I 
am  here  your  prisoner,  and  guarded  by  your  own 
creatures,  whilst  experience  has  too  fatally  shown 
me  the  influence  of  power  over  justice ;"  he  paused 
a  short  time,  as  deep  agitation  shook  his  frame, 
and  then  resumed,  '^  My  wife  and  little  ones  are,  I 
fear,  no  more — what  then  would  be  the  value  of 
titles  and  wealth  to  me,  if  subsistence  is  all  that  I 
require,  and  that  might  be  gained  by  the  labour  of 
my  hands.  You  say  you  will  procure  for  me 
liberty  and  the  restoration  to  my  farm— do  I 
understand  you  right  ?" 

"You  do,  correctly  so!^    responded  the  dwarf 
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<^  That  you  are  hare,"  respooded  the  dwarf,  with 
vehemenoe.  **  Is  this  a  proof  that  I  consider  the 
claims  of  kindred  are  just  ?^' 

Yes,''  responded  the  other  with  equal  energy, 

the  strongest  evidence  of  your  convictions— it  was 
you,  Cornelius,  who  suborned  witnesses  to  procure 
an  unjust  and  cruel  sentence— ^it  was  you  who  cut 
off  all  communication  with  that  parent  who  now 
lies  dead  ;  and  what  has  accelerated  his  departure, 
you,  yourself,  best  know— ^it  was  you  who  struggled 
with  me  in  his  last  moments  to  prevent  my  re- 
ceiving that  benediction  which  he  gave — it  is  you, 
Cornelius,  who  now  offer  me  liberty,  and  a  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  sign  certain  documents,  yielding 
up  my  birth-right,  and  denying  alliance  with  the 
O'Connors.  Is  this  the  usual  deportment  of  a 
great  and  wealthy  man,  who  feds  himself  secure  ? 
Is  this  the  conduct  manifested  by  the  honest  and 
the  honourable  towards  an  impostor  ?*' 

The  dwarf  paced  the  stone  cell,  with  rapid 
strides,  till  the  prisoner  had  ceased  speaking ;  he 
then  stopped  full  before  him,  and,  whilst  every 
muscle  of  his  countenance  betrayed  a  troubled 
mind,  he  answered,  **  And  if  I  believe  in  our  rela- 
tionship, what  then?*' 
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the  other,  catching  at  everything  he  could,  to  make 
his  aim  more  sure. 

<^  Well  be  it  so— -on  certain  conditions,"  assented 
the  dwarf,  more  placidly;  *<  I  have  wealth  un- 
bounded—my influence  and  interests  are  great/' 

^^  Enough— ^enough  of  that,''  convulsively  ex- 
claimed the  prisoner ;  ^*  I  must  have  your  candid 
acknowledgment — am  I  your  elder  brother  or 
not  ? — a  single  monosyllable  may  decide  it— are  we 
the  sons  oi  the  same  father?^ 

The  dwarf  gazed  earnestly  upon  his  captive  for 
more  than  a  minute— -he  beheld  a  fixed  and  de- 
termined look  bent  upon  him — he  saw  that  denial 
was  useless,  and  he  slowly  articnlated  '*  We  are.** 

<^And  I  the  ddest  oi  the  two  ?*'  cabnly  asked  the 
prisoner  ;  '*  the  thought  will  soothe  me  in  retire- 
ment— you  allow  that  I  am  the  first-bom  of  our 
parents." 

*^  I  do,*^  responded  the  dwarf,  sanguine  that  his 
expectations  were  now  about  to  be  realized,  yet 
clothing  his  assertion  in  as  few  words  as  possiUe. 

An  expressive  sniik  of  gratified  delight  played 
round  the  mouth  of  the  prisoner  at  this  announce- 
ment. "  I  then,''  said  he,  "  am  now  Sir  Terence 
Hamilton  O^Connor;"  the  dwarf  kioked  alarmed 
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and  displeased,  ^*and,"  continued  the  speaker,  <*you 
require  me  to  barter  my  title  and  estates,  for—" 

"  Freedom — security — ^prosperity,"  answered  the 
dwarf,  hastily  interrupting  him  ;  *<  a  life  of  comfort 
and  of  ease,  instead  of  a  life  of  banishment  and 
pain — and,  mark  what  I  say— you  have  no  living 
evidence  to  support  your  claims;"  the  prisoner 
eyed  him  with  doubt,  "aye,  you  would  remind. nie 
of  Bridget — henceforth  the  old  crone  is  dumb,  and 
no  power  on  earth  will  get  her  to  utter  a  word  on 
the  subject.*" 

"  Where  then  is  Maurice  Feaghan,"  enquired  the 
other. 

"Dead,"  returned  thedwarf, with  seeming  ecstacj. 

"And  Tim  Donovan,  and  Casey,  who  carried 
mc  oiF  when  an  infant,  and  appeared  against  me  on 
my  trial,"  continued  the  prisoner. 

**  Dead — dead,"  triumphantly  responded  the 
dwarf,  "I  saw  their  lifeless  bodies  myself,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Devil's  Cove — fit  place  lor  such 
infernal  rascals." 

**But  there  is  Mike  Hagap,  and  others,  for 
though  the  secret  was  well  kept,  yet,  there  wcie 
many  acquainted  with  the  fact,**  said  the  captive. 

"I    firmly  bdieve  that   there  are   none 
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living,  or  that  dare  show  themselves,*'  exclaimed 
the  dwarf. 

"  Well — well,  let  it  rest,"  said  the  elder  brother, 
^  we  have  no  time  to  dispute  such  matters  now — '- 
you  solemnly  admit  that  you  believe  the  bond  of 
our  fraternity  exists,  and  that  I  am  the  senior  of 
the  two— is  it  not  so?" 

^^  I  have  already  said  it,"  replied  the  dwarf, 
doggedly ;  **  and  what  can  you  make  of  the  avowal 
— of  what  advantage  will  it  be  to  you,  if  you  resist 
my  wishes.  You  have  been  sentenced  by  the  laws 
to  transportation  for  life,  and  here  you  are, — no 
matter  how — apprehended  at  large — a  returned 
convict — and  may  be  sent  off  again,  at  a  very  short 
notice.  What  document,  or  what  evidence  have 
you,  to  support  your  claim  ?" 

^^  And  will  not  fraternal  regard  quicken  a  better 
feeling  in  your  breast,  Cornelius?"  said  the  prisoner, 
in  a  tone  of  affectionate  expostulation.  ^'Would 
you  utterly  destroy  the  rights  of  brotherhood? 
Have  I  no  hope  ?" 

The  dwarf  scowled  fearfully  upon  his  companion 
as  he  answered,  <*  It  is  you  who  would  destroy  the 
rights  of  brotherhood,  iiot  I.  Have  you  ever  in 
your  early  years  been  taught  to  look  up  to  the 
period  when  rank  and  riches  were  to  be  your  own  ? 
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Were  you  accustomed  to  unbounded  spleodour 
and  costly  luxury  ?  Have  you  from  infancy  been 
used  to  gaze  with  expectation  on  this  noble  build- 
ings that  it  must  one  day  become  your  own? 
Have  you  experienced  the  pomp  and  state  which 
wealth  and  magnificence  bestow— the  ready  service 
of  a  half  hundred  menials,  watching  your  beck  and 
nod?  Has  your  mind  dwelt  upon  the  future  with 
proud  ambition  to  climb  to  higher  power?  No,  no, 
you  know  nothing  of  these  things  with  which  I 
have  been  familiar,  from  the  first  opoiing  of  reason; 
and  do  you  think  I  will  resign  them,  because  you 
have  sprung  up  like  an  adder  in  my  path?""  he 
laughed  hysterically,  ^<it  is  doting  folly  to  expect  it 
I  must  have  all  or  none,  and  now  the  former  is 
in  my  grasp,"^  he  extended  his  arm,  and  clutched 
his  long  white  fingers  together,  **  do  you  imagine 
I  will  throw  it  away  ?'^  and  he  suited  the  action  to 
the  word. 

*^  But  whatever  may  take  place— the  adder  as 
you  pleasantly  style  me,  will  still  remain»^  remon- 
strated the  elder  brother. 

<<  It*s  fangs  drawn  and  it  will  be  barmieia,'^  ut- 
tered the  dwarf  with  quickness.  '*  I  tender  jou 
my  friendship,  as  soon  as  that  is  aocompliahed^f 
you  resolve  to  make  me  your  enemy,  the  oonse^ 
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queoces  must  and  will  rest  upon  your  own  head, 
not  on  mine-— eboose  your  course^'^ 

The  priaoner  was  silent  a  few  minutes  as  if  de- 
bating the  question  with  himself;  at  tasgth  he 
seemed  to  have  formed  his  rescdution,  ^^  Call  .in 
your  witnesses,'*  said  he«  ^^aod  let  me  see  the 
documents.*' 

*^  You  must  read  the  papers  and  subscribe  to 
tlieir  declaration  in  the  pre$ence  of  those,  who  will 
have  to  attest  them/'  uttered  the  dwarf;  **  I  need 
hardly  tell  you,  the  act  must  be  vduntary  on  your 
part.  But  it  muat  not  be  done  here.  You  shall 
accompany  me  to  the  hall*  and  there,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  housdxdd." 

*^Ha — •--ar*  uttered  the  prisoner  as  he  con- 
vulsively drew  his  brtatb,  iad  every  featiu^  be- 
trayed strong  emotion,  ''you  would  make  assurance 
doubly  sure— but  agreed  ■  agreed — I  am  ready  and 
impatient  till  it  is  done — come^  th^s,  let  us  proceed 
according  to  your  own  desire— come  l'^ 

The  dwarf  unhesitatingly  threw  open  the  door, 
where  no  less  than  four  attendants  well  armed  were 
waiting  with  lights ;  an  indication  fiom  their  mas- 
ter, and  two  preceded  and  two  followed  the  pri- 
soner, as  they  proceeded,  to  the  great  hall,  which 
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lias  already  been  described  as  the  place  where 
Feaghan  was  first  introduced  to  Captain  Lilyburn. 
Notwithstanding  that  death  was  in  the  house,  the 
spacious  hall  was  lighted  up;  the  domestics  were 
ranged  on  each  side ;  the  large  portals  were  guarded 
by  an  amied  force ;  the  dark  oak  table  bad  beeo 
placed  in  the  centre,  and  at  it  sat  two  or  three  gen- 
tlemen in  black,  whilst  a  vacant  arm-chair  elevated 
above  the  rest,  and  with  an  ebony  desk  before  it, 
occupied  the  extreme  end;  the  whole  having  the 
appearance  (except  the  splendour)  of  the  baronial 
times,  when  the  strong  hand  prevailed,  and  held 
a  criminal  court  of  its  own. 

Cornelius  took  the  arm-chair,  and  the  prisoner 
was  placed  standing  in  juxtaposition  with  him  at 
the  bottom  of  the  table,  his  guards  remaining  a 
short  distance  in  his  rear.  The  most  profound  si- 
lence prevailed  ;  the  documents  were  handed  to  the 
captive,  who  read  them  over,  and  as  his  eye  ran  from 
line  to  line,  tlie  flush  of  indignation  deepened  on  hit 
cheeks.  At  the  dose,  a  pen  was  handed  to  him, 
and  as  he  stood  firmly  erect  holding  the  papers  in 
one  hand  and  the  pen  in  the  other,  ao  silent  was 
every  thing  around,  that  it  seemed  as  if  even 
breathing  had  been  suspended. 
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At  length  the  dwarf  rose  up,  and  looking 
proudly  around  him,  said  in  his  most  harmonious 
aeoents:  *'My  friends  and  dependants,  I  have 
summoned  you  together  for  the  purpose  of  annoum 
cing  the  decease  of  my  lamented  fisither,"^'  and 
the  wretch  affected  to  weep,  whilst  the  prisoner 
looked  at  him  with  a  contemptuous  disdain  wholly 
unsuited  to  the  character  he  was  expected  to  per- 
form ;  •*  I  say,**  continued  he,  "  that  one  object  of 
your  attendance  was  to  hear  of  the  loss  we  have  all 
sustained ;  but  there  is  also  another,  and  to  me,  a 
more  important,  communication  I  have  to  make. 
You  all,  or  most  of  you  know,  that  the  first-bom  of 
my  mother  was  surreptitiously  carried  off  in  early 
infancy ;  this  has  afforded  an  opportunity  for  im- 
postors and  pretenders  to  lay  claim  to  the  heritage ; 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  thiit  the  brother 
whom  I  should  have  honoured  and  cherished  was 
basely  murdered,  and  I  am  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor—'* 

**  It  is  false  ^  shouted  the  prisoner  in  a  voice 
that  rolled  like  thunder  round  the  vaulted  roof, 
and  making  a  sudden  spring,  he  was  instantly  on 
the  table.     "  That  son,  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Ter- 
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or  the  justice  of  his  claimft ;  they  had  been  too 
much  accustomed  to  consider  the  dwarf  as.  their 
future  head,  to  suffer  the  words  of  a  stranger  to 
have  any  weight  with  them,  and  they  closed  round 
the  table  ready  to  fire,  in  case  of  further  resistance. 

*^  Drag  the  impostor  down,^  shrieked  Beatrice ; 
^^  who  is  there  that  fears  one  man ;  stand  back,  ye 
cowards,  and  kt  a  woman  set  you  an  example  of 
fidelity  to  her  lord,^  and  seizing  a  pistol,  she 
discharged  it  at  the  prisoner,  who  must  have  fallen, 
had  he  not  grasped  the  muzzle  and  averted  it  on  the 
instant,  the  ball  just  grazing  his  head.  But  in 
stooping  he  exposed  himself  to  his  enemies ;  they 
seized  him  by  the  collar,  ami  he  was  dragged  down, 
pinioned,  and'  conveyed  to  his  former  place  of  con^ 
finement,  where  he  was  soon  afterwards  followed  by 
the  dwarf.     ■ 

*^  You  have  sealed  your  own  fiite,"  said  the  mis* 
sbapen  being  in  his  harsh  disocMdant  enundation. 
<<  A  ship  is  now  ready  to  quit  Cork^  and  you  will 
be  removed  some  few  thousand  miles  further  off 
than  you  was  before.  You  rejected  my  proiiered 
friendship—'' 

^' Friendship  r  shouted  the  infuriated  man; 
^*  wretch,  unworthy  the  name  of  human  being,  much 
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more  that  of  Christian ;  had  I  signed  those  abdi- 
cations of  my  right,  my  fate  would  still  have  been 
the  same ;  perhaps  worse.  A  monster  like  you  can 
have  no  sense  of  justice,  no  bowels  of  compassion; 
think  you  I  was  deceived  by  your  plausible  per- 
suasion ;  no  !  I  saw  through  the  flimsy  covering  of 
your  heart — " 

*^  Cease  this  idle  and  unavailing  rage,*^  returned 
the  dwarf,  interrupting  him.     "You  have  forced 
me  to  do  what  I  have,  but  I  can  yet  save  you,  and 
i  will  impose  no  condition  till  you  are  free."'    A 

^  •'■  gleam  of  ho})e  irradiated  the  countenance  of  the 

j  ;;  wretched  prisoner,  but  it  was  only  for  a  moment; 

(  i  still   it  was  not  lost  upon  the  dwarf,  who  had 

watclied  him  with  the  most  intense  keenness,  and 
having  taken  a  pistol  from  his  pocket,  he  put  the 
lock  upon  the  full-cock,  and  then  exposed  the  seciet 
way  through  which  he  had  conducted  Feaghan. 
"  This  leads  to  liberty,""  said  he  in  an  under  tone, 
and  instantly  closed  the  aperture.  **  I  am  yet  pre- 
pared to  become  your  friend.  You  can  neither 
defeat  my  claim,  nor  injure  my  reputation.  I  have 
nothing  to  apprehend  from  your  most  strenuous 
exertions.  Come,  theii,'"  and  he  once  more  unclosed 
the  aperture,  "  follow  me  to  life  and  freedom." 
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"  To  death  and  the  grave/'  responded  the  other 
with  so  deep  a  pathos,  that  the  dwarf  shuddered, 
for  the  intimation  was  correct,  an  ambush  having 
been  prepared  to  despatch  him,  should  he  accept 
the  offer.  "  No,  Cornelius ;  I  trust  you  no  further, 
the  deformity  of  your  heart  is  as  much  exposed  to 
my  view,  as  the  deformity  of  your  person — '* 

^<  Peace,  scoffer,"  exclaimed  the  dwarf,  with 
gnashing  teeth,  as  he  struck  his  pinioned  and  de- 
fenceless victim.  "  The  affliction  is  not  of  my  own 
seeking.*" 

^  Your  hand  will  one  day  be  a  curse  to  its  owner 
for  that  blow,"  said  the  captive  reproachfully. 
'^  There  is  a  God  of  retribution ;  and  the  sangui- 
nary monster  that  could  murder  a  parent,  and  rob 
a  brother  of  his  heritage,  will  not  go  unpunished. 
Your  own  daughter — ^" 

'*  Ha ! — what  of  her  ?"  eagerly  inquired  the 
dwarf;  "  she  was  the  delight  of  my  eyes ;  the  dar- 
ling of  my  heart ;  tell  me,  does  she  still  live ;  can  I 
recover  her  ?"  He  covered  his  haggard  face  with 
his  white  hands,  as  he  uttered,  ^^  the  blow  I  gave 
you  in  my  hate  is  already  avenged  !  You  know 
where  she  is,  and  will  not  tell  me." 

*'Will   you    forego  your  cruel    purpose,,  and 
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«^  Ha-a  i"  shrieked  the  dwar£»  the  fearful  pic- 
ture flashing  at  once  upon  his  vivid  imaginatioo, 
that  what  he  himaelf  had  done  might  hereafter 
become  his  own  punishment ;  but  it  immediatdy 
vanished  again,  though  it  left  a  tremor  on  his 
limbs ;  he  clapped  his  hands  together ;  the  atten- 
dants entered ;  the  prisoner  was  commanded  to  folp> 
low  them,  and  they  guarded  him  to  a  close  carriage, 
to  which  four  horses  were  attached ;  they  drove  off, 
and  the  heir  to  the  title  and  estates  of  the  O^Con- 
nors  was  hurried  off  to  Cork,  as  a  convicted  trans- 
port found  at  large,  without  licence,  before  his 
term  had  expired. 
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Murtoch  had  hoped  that  some  time  wotild  elapse 
before  the  period  for  departure,  so  that  he  might 
make  his  case  known.  He  knew  that  by  the  laws 
of  England  death  was  the  punishment  for  return- 
ing from  transportation,  yet  his  return  was  not 
altogether  voluntary ;  and,  if  the  circumstances 
could  be  properly  represented,  there  was  a  possi- 
bility of  his  obtaining  a  fiAYourable  consideration. 
He  also  knew  that  in  England  a  trial  must  precede 
condemnation  ;  but  in  Ireland  he  was  fully  sensible 
that  justice  was  more  outraged  by  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  law  than  by  the  poor  unhiq>py  beings 
who  suffered  the  infliction  of  its  penalties. 

And  such  was  actually  the  case  in  this  instance, 
for  Delaney  was  conveyed  before  some  judicial 
functionary ;  an  order  was  given  for  his  reception 
on  board  a  convict  ship  tliat  was  then  getting  under 
way,  bound  across  the  wide  waters  to  that  r^ 
ceptacle  for  condemned  vice,  immorality,  and  diB- 
bauchery— then  recently  established— B<itany  Bqr. 
The  principal  portion  of  her  living  ftaght  was 
females,  but  there  was  also  some  few  male  pri- 
soners, who  had  been  convicted  of  treasonable 
{practices,  and  were  sent  out  of  the  country  for 
various  terms  of  transportation. 
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The  decks  were  crowded,  and  soon  the  distended 
sails  bore  the  ship  rapidly  along  the  land,  and 
weeping  eyes  were  dimly  gazing  on  the  green  hilb 
of  Erin  that  were  never  to  behold  them  again. 
Within  the  small  compass  of  that  floating  drip 
every  guilty  passion  and  propensity  that  could  de* 
base  human  nature  were  ooncentratedy  whilst  among 
a  certain  portion  of  the  vilest,  the  feelings  were 
more  allied  to  the  demohiac  principles  of  hell  than 
to  anything  connected  with  civilized  life. 

Several  of  the  females  were  young,  and  by  no 
means  deficient  in  personal  beauty,  and,  perhap, 
had  their  histories  been  traced,  it  would  probablj 
have  been  found  that  their  first  step  in  defalcation 
from  virtue  might  be  attributed  to  the  base  seduc- 
tion  of  men,  who,  to  gratify  their  own  libidinous 
appetites,  decoyed  them  into  sin,  and  then  left 
them  to  perish.  Oh  !  when  the  unhappy  creatures 
looked  back  to  the  days  of  childhood  and  inno- 
cenoe,  and  contrasted  those  peaceful  and  joyooi 
hours  with  the  present  period,  as,  cmat  off  fay 
home,  by  friends,  and  by  country,  the  wretched 
convict  bade  farewell  to  every  socdal  tie  that  oouU 
sweeten  the  cup  of  life,  and  saw  the  land  of  her 
nativity  fading  to  the  view,  if  any  aenae  of  hunuh 
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nity  still  remained'^if  the  heart  was  not  reacted 
unpenetrably  callous  •—if  the  mind  was  not  ckh 
graded  into  the  very  lowest  depths  of  deprayity— 
the  anguish  of  that  moment  must  have  been  hoM- 
ble  indeed.  But  there  were  also  other  circum* 
stances  connected  with  tbrir  doom  that  were  cal^ 
culated  to  fill  the  spirit  with  terriUe  forebodings* 
The  past  did  not  oocu|^  the  whole  of  their 
thoughts-— the  unknown  but  dreaded  future  dia* 
dowing  forth  a  never-ceasing  punishmait»  and  the 
shrinking  mind  in  the  prostration  of  its  strength 
conjured  up  a  thousand  horrid  shapes  to  tcnrtufe 
itself  withal. 

But  away  bounded  the  noble  ship  over  the  spark« 
ling  Mraters-— the  sun  shining  with  resplendent 
brightness  on  her  white  sails  as  she  ran  off  fiom  the 
land  till  the  old  head  of  Kinsale  sank  lower  and 
lower,  and  at  length  nothing  appeared  but  the 
bummockv  which  remained  the  aoly  blue  spot  that 
broke  the  curve  of  the  horizon.  Every  eye  was 
strained  towards  it^— every  heart  clung  to  that  Jone 
speck — ^it  was  all  that  was  left  to  them  of  their 
native  shores ;  and,  when  it  disappeared,  the  link 
was  severed— the  bond  was  broken — they  felt  the 
reality  of  their  situation— upon  the  wide  ocean  of 
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Storms  and  tempests,  bound  to  the  regions  when? 
worse  than  slavery  awaited  them. 

And  yet,  there  were  not  wanting  those  who 
either  affected  an  indifference  to  their  situation,  or 
were  really  insensible  to  the  web  of  wretchednes 
that  was  weaving  its  meshes  around  them  ;  and  thej 
carried  their  infernal  principle  so  far  as  to  ridicule 
the  almost  heart-broken  creatures,  who,  having 
lost  sight  of  the  last  connecting  union  with  the 
theatre  of  infantile  and  youthful  enjoyment,  wciv 
now  recording  in  memory  scenes  and  events  fAet- 
sures  and  affections,  persons  and  places,  which 
were  rendered  more  precious  to  the  remembrance  as 
the  certainty  of  an  eternal  separation  firom  them 
rushed  with  terrible  conviction  through  the  heart. 

Seated  on  the  stem  of  the  long*boat,  with  his 
open  palm  pressed  against  his  burning  forehead, 
was  the  man  of  many  sorrows,  and  his  earnest 
gaze  was  still  directed  towards  the  quarter  where 
the  last  spot  of  land  had  been  seen. 

"  An  why  will  ye  sit  there,  Murtoch  Delaney  ?* 
inquired  an  old  crone,  who  had  been  transporlcd 
as  an  incorrigible  pickpocket ;  '*  why  will  ye  sit 
there,  and  tear  the  bootiful  eyes  out  of  you  looking 
at  nothing  avich  ?    Och  I  then,  an  what's  the  use 
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o*  grieving  ?  An  there's  Shamus,  too,  making  a 
great  gal  of  himself,  instead  of  spaking  eomfort  to 
the  childer "" 

The  person  mentioned  as  Shamils  stood  leaning 
over  the  side,  and  swaying  himself  about  in  evi- 
dent agitation  as  the  big  tears  rolled  heavily  down 
his  face.  He  had  been  tried  for  White-boyism,  and 
conviction  having  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  he 
had  been  sentenced  to  transporation  for  life.  **  An 
where  is  my  hearth-stone  now,  ye  scomer  ?'^  said 
he  in  answer  to  the  woman  who  had  addressed  him, 
*^  an  whereas  the  kind  cratur  that  niver  denied  me 
nothing  that  I  wished  for  ?— -an  where  are  my  boys 
that  wur  my  heart's  pride? — the  darlings!  The 
branches  are  lopped  off  from  the  ould  trunk — the 
sun  will  shine  upon  the  bit  home,  but  I  shall  not 
be  there  to  feel  its  warmth — the  mother  will  weep 
for  the  father  of  her  childer,  and  who  is  left  to 
dthry  the  sthrame  from  her  eyes  ? — och  hone  V 

^^Shure  an  she'll  get  another  man.  Sham  us, 
jewel  r'  said  the  spiteful  wretch  tauntingly ;  ^^  you're 
bcoke  in  twain  for  iver,  and  Paddy  will  share  the 
pratees  .with  the  gossoons.*" 

The  man's  eyes  seemed  to  flash  fire  as,  raising 
himself  from  his  leaning  posture,  he  confronted. 
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mentary  duties,  and  was  soon  afterwards  sent  to  a 
foreign  court  on  a  special  embassy — the  poor  girl 
was  appreh^ided  for  robbing  hex  mistress ;  a  chain 
of  evidence  was  produced  on  the  trial  confirming 
her  guilt— some  of  the  articles  stolen,  and  valuable 
jewellery,  were  found  in  her  possession— others  were 
produced  in  court  by  those  who  sw^re  they  had 
received  them  from  her— the  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  guilty,  and  the  judge  sentenced  her  to  seven 
years^  transportation. 

Bitter  had  been  the  parting  between  her  mother, 
a  lone  widow,  and  poor  Susan — the  girl,  from  the 
first  moment,  had  protested  her  innocence,  and  as- 
serted that  it  was  a  revengeful  conspiracy  of  her 
mistress  to  destroy  her ;  but  what  availed  the  pro- 
testations of  one  against  so  many — the  wretched 
girl  was  torn  from  the  arms  of  her  only  parent, 
and  now  sick  at  heart,  and  earnestly  praying  for 
death  to  relieve  her  sufierings,  she  folded  her 
arms  upon  her  bosom,  and  stood  the  mute  image 
of  despair. 

^^  Susan,  a  lanna,"  said  the  old  woman  who  had 
taunted  Shamus;  ^^  don  t  take  on  so— it  *ull  be 
the  making  of  you,  jewel,  and  you  the  darlin  o*  the 
world  that  ye  are — ounly  the  thrinkets  not  to  the 
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Susan  turned  an  imploring  look  upon  the  wrinkled 
incorrigible,  but  her  heart  was  too  full  for  utter- 
ance ;  and  it  was  at  this  moment  the  second  matt- 
stood  by  her  side,  and  spoke  to  her  in  words  of 
sympathy  and  kindness  that  came  with  a  soothing 
injfluencc  to  her  heart — she  felt  that  she  was  m^t 
wholly  deserted,  and  tears  relieved  her  from  thi- 
oppressive  weight  which  bowed  her  spirits  down. 

"  I  tould  you  so,  Susan,^'  muttered  the  old  vro. 
man.  *'  Sweet's  your  hand  in  a  pitcher  of  honey,  niv 
darlin,"  and  then  attempting  to  sing,  or  rattn-r 
scream — 

"  Lovers  she*!!  have  by  the  score. 

And  pitch  Vin  all  to  the  direl, 
Then  she*!]  be  sarching  for  more. 

And  bid  'em  all  to  be  civil.*' 

"  Never  mind  that  old  witch,*"  said  the  young 
man,  ^'  she'll  sing  to  another  tune  before  the  voyage 
is  out,  or  I'm  greatly  mistaken."** 

<^  Ould  witch,  is  it  you  mane,*^  returned  the  faagi 
"  and  that's  the  differ  atwixt  glassy  locks  and  gitj 
hairs— the  witch  is  by  the  side  o**  you,  boy — and, 
mark  me,  afore  this  day  three  months  an  ye*re  a 
changed  man.*^ 
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*^  You  have  something  ill-natured  to  say  to  every- 
body,"^ exclaimed  one  of  the  detachment  of  SGldiera, 
sent  on  board  as  guards;  ^'I  wonder  what  they 
could  transport  such  an  amiable  being  for — some 
act  of  charity,  I  suppose.^ 

Faith,  an  yeVc  just  hit  it,'^  retorted  the  other, 

it  was  for  being  too  charitable— I  gave  an  ould 
miser  a  rope  to  hang  himself."' 

^'  Was  that  all?""  said  the  guard,  in  a  tone  of  ban- 
ter, *^  I  thought  you  had  collected  the  cash  for 
some  asylum,  and  kept  it  with  a  <  charity  begins  at 
home." " 

"  Aisey — ^aisey,  you  sowl,"  growled  the  old  wo- 
man, *^  I  never  was  a  chate  but  onest,  and  then  I 
gloried  in  it,  though  it  cost  me  a  six  months"  lodging 
in  Dublin  univarsity." 

'^  Where,  I  take  it,  you  have  had  many  a  six 
months,'"  said  the  man,  ^^  or  else  they  have  stolen 
vour  character.     But  what  was  it  for  ?^ 

The  old  wretch  primmed  up  her  mouth,  and, 
with  a  knowing  look,  answered,  "  WeU,  then,  my 
darlin,  it  was  for  picklin  sprats  in  my  pocket,  and 
selling  "em  at  the  barracks  for  anchovies,  shure,*"  and 
she  walked  off  to  vent  her  spite  upon  some  one  else. 

^'  Hang  the  sputtering  old  fiend,"  said  the  second 
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mate,  *-*  let  us  think  do  more  i^  her.  Bi 
my  dear  giri,  flo  not  give  way  to  aorroi 
now  upon  the  blue  walera  together,  and  n 
pam  uwnj  before  we  pren  the  lod  sgai 
Susan,  you  will  have  to  make  choice  of 
nion — for  if  you  do  Dot  xlect  a  friend  yoi 
be  rendered  nuBnable  by  continual  pen 
the  ci4>taia  has  already  set  hi»  eyes  upon 
so  has  the  doctor— you  will,  therefaie,  ba 
lematiTe  but  to  share  the  farours  of  one 
with  other  wamen  in  the  ship,  unleaa  jd 
rept  of  me ;  and  I  pledge  you  my  hooouTt  I 
■ft  dear  and  Mcred  under  heaven,  I  wiD  '. 
to  your  own  free>wiU—  I  swor  to  your  mot 
you  lefk  her  oa  the  abcve,  to  befriend  yoa 
God's  help,  and  your  own  conaeBt,  to  1 
have  heard  something  of  your  storyi  ■  " 
*■  I  an  innocnt — indeed  I  am,"  aohfaed 
pA ;  "  oh  !  it  is  borrihle  to  be  f 


**  Rather  it  would  be  worse  &r  baog 
ntitnwd  the  young  man.  "WheriHrioMW 
will  anA  you  nothing;  ym  tan^iatit 
—I  do  not  ipnk  it  Kproaefafidly,  Sa«»i 
sakc«f  yoMT  mothat  I  wan  yoa^<:mtiii 
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became  tremulous — ^^  you  will  soon  have  to  de- 
cide.^ 

*^  Mr.  Woolmer,*  shouted  the  captain,  who  had 
probably  witnessed  the  mamier  in  which  his  officer 
was  employed^  though  ignorant  of  what  was  pass- 
ing, ^^  where  is  the  second  mate  ?" 

^^  An  its  here  he  is,  captain,  dare,"  screamed  th^ 
old  woman ;  '^  faith,  an  he's  taching  the  young  cra- 
tur  thing  to  say  her  prayers,  may  be— eh,  Susan, 
darUn." 

"  Aye — aye.  Sir,"  responded  the  second  mate  to 
his  commander^s  hail ;  and,  pushing  aside  the  tor- 
mentor with,  "  out  o*  that,  Mother  D ble,^  he 

sent  the  old  girl  sprawling  on  the  deck. 

From  that  hour  Susan  became  the  victim  of  per- 
secution— the  captain  employed  her  about  his  caUn 
and  endeavoured  to  force  her  to  his  wishes— the 
doctor  treated  her  more  condescendingly,  but  not 
with  less  persuasion ;  whilst  the  second  mate  kept 
aloof,  and  only  gave  her  occasional  glances,  the  mean« 
ing  of  which,  however,  she  well  understood— the 
chief  mate  was  an  elderly  man,  caring  for  nothing 
but  the  safety  of  the  diiip  and  a  stiff  glass  of  grog. 

Delaney  and  the  second  mate  had  held  frequent 
conversations  together— and  the  very  handsome  ap- 
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and,  young  and  old,  there  were  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  women  on  board. 

It  may  very  naturally  be  supposed  that  such  a 
strange  combination  of  characters  as  were  here  to  be 
met  with  required  rigid  discipline  to  keep  them  in 
any  thing  like  order,  but,  unfortunately,  beyond 
classing  them  in  messes  of  twelve  each,  with  a  su- 
perintendent, (called  by  the  seamen  "  the  white  Ser- 
jeant,*^ selected  from  amongst  those  who  were  most 
quietly  disposed,  over  every  mess,  very  little  that 
could  be  styled  regularity  existed ;  and,  perhaps, 
in  no  instance,  either  before  or  since,  has  a  ship 
been  sent  out  of  the  country  with  convicts  under 
similar  circumstances. 

Benson  was  extremely  strict  in  punishing,  but 
his  severity  defeated  his  purpose,  for  the  officers 
screened  the  bad  conduct  of  the  women  through 
humanity,  and,  consequently,  only  those  acts  were 
punished  which  were  forced  upon  his  notice  by  the 
women  themselves.  There  was  considerable  diffi- 
culty, too,  as  to  the  mode  of  punishment,  for  unless 
it  was  by  stripes,  or  stopping  the  allowance  of  pro- 
visions, the  unhappy  creatures  but  too  often  set  every 
one  at  defiance ;  and  none  was  more  hardened  or  de- 
termined than  the  old  woman  before-mentioned,  who 


HAMILTON  KING.  271 

lay  down,  and  any  violence  of  gesture  or  action 
placed  them  in  jeopardy  of  a  dislocated  neck.  This 
was  Molly's  terror,  for  she  had  actually  been  one 
whole  night  in  it  during  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  and 
she  never  forgot  the  cascading  she  endured. 

The  soldiers  (under  a  veteran  lieutenant,  who 
had  seen  sixty  winters  pass  over  his  head,)  employed 
to  guard  this  Hesperian  fruity  formed  a  detach- 
ment from  one  of  the  most  sober,  staid,  and 
sedate  of  the  Scotch  regiments  in  the  service ;  and 
much  were  they  locked  at  the  depravity  they  were 
compelled  to  hear  and  to  witness;  but  the  fre- 
quency of  the  thing  deadened  the  feeling  of  its 
immorality^ — the  young  men  were  the  first  to  be 
lured  into  temptation,  and  though  the  seniors  at 
first  rebuked  the  juniors,  yet  as  they  found  the 
inutility  of  endeavouring  to  stop  them — like  the 
drunken  man  who  could  not  raise  his  friend  out 
of  the  gutter,  and  therefore  laid  down  by  his  side 
for  companionship— so  in  the  course  of  a  short 
time  the  elders  must  ^^  needs  gang  the  same 
gait  ;'^  whilst  to  add  to  their  unfortunate  defalca- 
tion, they  had  more  than  one  amongst  them  who 
could  press  the  bag-pipes,  till  the  chanters  dis- 
coursed most  eloquent  music,  and  shut  up  as'it 
were   in  close  confinement  with,    comparatively 
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speaking,  nothing  but  tl 
attention,  it  is  not  to  I 
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choly  marked  him  for  her  own."**  The  surgeon 
had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  shown  him  kind- 
ness and  lent  him  books ;  the  mate  had  also  been 
favourably  inclined,  but  the  captain  appeared  to 
take  pleasure  in  insulting  the  misfortunes  of  this 
unhappy  man,  and  therefore  the  mate  cautiously 
abstained  from  any  open  manifestations  of  good- 
will, though,  when  he  could  do  it  secretly,  he  was 
always  ready  to  offer  commiseration,  and  soothe 
his  afflicted  mind.  Benson  had  in  fact,  solely  be- 
cause Delaney  possessed  the  manners  of  a  gentleman, 
ordered  that  he  should  perform  many  menial  and 
degrading  offices,  asserting  that  it  would  be  the 
means  of  bringing  his  hand  into  practice  before  he 
reached  the  colony ;  and  Murtoch  obeyed  without  a 
murmur,  though  it  excited  indignation  amongst 
his  companions,  that  he  should  be  compelled  to 
submit  to  such  degradation,  whilst  it  produced  a 
deeper  feeling  of  respect  for  him,  because  the  treat* 
ment  was  unmerited,  and  Old  Molly's  r^ard,  if  it 
could  be  so  styled,  bordered  upon  absolute  re- 
verence. 

Time  and  the  vessel  both  progressed,  and  they 
were  approaching  Cape  de  Verd  Islands,  when  they 
experienced  very  severe  weather,  and  were  in  peril 
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Amongst  these  latter  Susan  had  been  included 
through  the  intervention  of  Woolmer^  (who  had 
charge  of  the  whole  party,)  and  they  stood  together 
on  a  projecting  part  of  the  island,  looking  at  the 
beautiful  shore  on  the  opposite  side,  which  some 
years  afterwards  became  the  property  of  Sir  Sidney 
Smith.  The  variegated  foliage  on  the  hills-^the 
white  buildings  interspersed  amongst  the  trees,  and 
the  numerous  islets  adjacent,  looking  like  purple 
nautiluses,  bathing  themselves  in  the  blue  waters 
and  redolent  of  sun  light,  showed  like  fairy  land 
to  the  anxious  gazers. 

^*  I  have  kept  my  word  with  you ,  Susan,"  said 
the  second  mate;  ^^the  promise  I  made  your 
mother  has  been  redeemed,  and  though  Captain 
Benson  claps  the  duty  on  me  thick  and  dry,  yet, 
dearest,  I  would  bear  ten  times  more  for  your 
sake,  now  that  I  so  truly  love  you." 

^^  You  believe  me  innocent,  James,  and  indeed 
I  am  so,'^  returned  the  girl,  ^*  jet  what  should  I 
now  have  been  but  for  you  ?  Yes,  you  have  indeed 
been  my  friend :  and  oh !  could  I  but  once  more 
be  free,  I  would  be  your  sla  ve,  or  do  any  thing  to 
testify  my  gratitude.  But  we  must  part,  James — 
we  must  part,  and  then  what  will  become  of  me  ?" 
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what  she  says,^  urged  Woolmw;  "but  could  I 
see  the  faintest  prospect  of  accomplishing  your 
rescue  without  proceeding  to  extremities— if  we 
could  desert  together  ?  what  then  ?  we  should  be 
amongst  strangers,  of  whose  language  we  know  no- 
thing, and  without  money  and  without  friends- 
pshaw  !  this  is  cowardly :  I  will  risk  all  for  your 
sake,  Susan,  for  you  are  now  the  whole  world  to 
me.'' 

'^  But  is  there  not  great  danger  in  what  Delaney 
proposes?*'  inquired  Susan,  as  she  looked  anxiously 
in  the  face  of  her  lover ;  "  I  mean  danger  to  you, 
James.'' 

"  And  are  we  not  always  in  danger,  love  ?"  re- 
sponded the  second  mate,  as  he  smiled  confidingly 
upon  his  companion;  "yes,  there  certainly  is 
hazard,  for  the  Scotchmen  are  determined  fellows, 
and  will  not  be  seduced  from  what  they  conceive 
to  be  their  duty.  But  Delaney  has  l»x)ught  the 
women  to  his  views;  the  seamen  have  become 
attached  to  their  girls,  and  a  woman's  tongue, 
Susan,  can  do  any  thing  with  poor  Jack,  as  it 
formerly  did  with  Adam  i" 

"Be  sarious,  James,  achree!''  said  the  young 
female,  as  the  tears  stood  gathering  in  her  eyes. 
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pect  she  had  hastily  formed.     ^*  And  what  if  you 
should  not  succeed,  James  ?**  said  she. 

The  young  man  looked  upon  her  with  calm 
firmness,  as  he  answered,  *^  It  would  be  death, 
Susan — ay,  death !  But  I^will  brave  it  all,  dearest, 
for  your  sake,  only  bear  in  memory  the  peril,  and 
let  it  nerve  you  to  stronger  determination.'^ 

^^  I  will  remember,  James,  and  trust  to  you  for 
guidance,^  exclaimed  Susan ;  ^'  oh !  that  my  poor 
mother  could  hear  thus  far  of  my  welfare — ^but  see, 
James,  there  is  a  boat  coming  yonder,  is  it  not  one 
of  the  Juliana's  ?*" 

"  It  is,"  responded  Woolmer ;  "  away  to  the  tent, 
Susan,  and  busy  yourself  amongst  the  women; 
Captain  Benson  is  in  the  boat,  he  must  not  see  us 
together  on  shore." 

But  he  had  seen  them ;  for  though  they  sepa- 
rated immediately,  yet  the  quick  eye  of  Benson 
detected  who  the  parties  were,  and  as  soon  ashe 
landed  he  reproved  his  officer  for  what  he  alleged 
was  a  neglect  of  duty,  idling  his  time  with  a 
favourite,  instead  of  attending  to  the  activity  and 
promptitude  of  all.  Woolmer  bowed,  but  made  no 
reply,  and  the  captain  walked  up  to  the  tent,  mut- 
tering threats  against  the  second  mate. 
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dered  you  his  devoted  regard.  I  have  much  iu 
my  power,  Susan;  my  report,  on  our  arrival  at 
Port  Jackson,  will  have  great  weight  with  the 
governor.  What  I  must  say  of  you  remains  at 
your  own  disposal.  However,  we  cannot  very  well 
converse  upon  this  subject  here,  will  you  go  with 
me  in  my  boat  across  to  yon  beautiful  island,  there 
we  can  talk  more  at  our  ease  and  fear  no  inter- 
ruption." 

^'  An  wont  you  take  me  wid  you,  captain  dare,^ 
said  Old  Molly,  who  had  stole  upon  him  unper- 
ceived:  ^^gramachree  an  is  it  only  the  darlin  o' 
the  world  here  that  you^d  be  puttiilg  your  com- 
mether  on,  and  her  frind  away  ?'' 

"  Be  off  out  o'  that,  you  miserable  old  hag," 
exclaimed  the  captain  angrily;  ^^how  dare  you 
come  prying  and  listening  to  my  conversation  ?*' 

^^Deed  and  deed  then,  captain  dare,  it  waa 
quite  by  accident  and  missellaneous  that  I  comed 
nare  you,"  said  Old  Molly,  deprecatingly ;  ^^  it  was 
ounly  to  ax  you  to  lend  me  the  loan  o'  yer  boat 
to  go  to  the  grand  town  for  a  taste  o'  whiskey, 
cushlamachree,  but  its  the  crame  o'  the  world  to  an 
Irish  tooth."" 

*^  Gro  to  the  tent  and  get  on  with  your  washing," 
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me.  I  am  a  poor  unhappy  convict  it  is  true— »may 
Crod  befriend  me;  but  you  have  no  lawful  right  to 
exercise  an  unjust  control  over  me — I  will  not  go.*' 

<*  By  Heaven,  but  you  shall,^  ejaculated  Benson, 
dragging  the  terrified  Susan  by  the  arm  towards  the 
boat ;  '^I  will  not  be  dared  and  taunted  thus  for 
nothing — you  shall  go,  if  it's  only  to  shew  that  I 
have  the  authority  and  power  to  compel  you.^ 

*^  Och !  and  yer  jist  right,  captain,  a  cushla," 
said  Old  Molly,  *'  faix  an  we'll  all  go,"  die  shouted 
as  loud  as  her  shrill  voice  would  permit;  *'  arrah  ye 
aowls  there  in  the  canvas  house,  turn  out — ^here  s 
the  captain,  long  life  to  him,  is  going  to  trate  us  all 
with  a  ride  and  lashings  o* whisky.'* 

In  a  few  minutes  the  tent  was  empty;  the 
women  came  running  down  towards  the  captain, 
who  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  relinquish- 
ing his  prize,  and  in  his  rage  he  struck  Old  Molly  a 
Wow  that  felled  her  to  the  earth.  "  May  your 
mother  die  childless,  ye  barbarian,'^  said  the  poor 
creature,  as  she  raised  her  bleeding  head  from  the 
ground;  "  an  may  she  never  know  where  to  find 
the  sod  that  covers  her  son,*'  added  she ;  and  again 
amg,  though  the  tones  were  more  like  those  of  be- 
wailing than  merriment*— 
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to  the  water-s  edge,  and  precipitated  themselves 
amongst  the  Portuguese,  talking  their  wild  Iris 
language,  and  hailing  the  crew  as  ^^counthr3rmen.'^ 
The  guard  boarded  the  boat  to  get. back  the 
women,  but  others  pressed  upon  them  in  spite  of 
the  vgly  knocks  they  received,  and  an  indescriba- 
Ue  scene  of  confusion  ensued,  rendering  it  utterly 
impossible  for  any  one  to  hear  or  understand  the 
oid^rs  that  Benson  and  the  sergeant  were  giving* 
The  gallantry  of  the  Portuguese  kd  them  to  de* 
fend  the  ladiw — ^the  Highlanders  very  uncere* 
QKHdiously  attacked  both  male  and  female:  the 
rencontre  brought  other  Portuguese  boats  to 
the  scene  of  action;  bayonets  and  knives  were 
wielded  in  the  affray,  and  Benson  received  a  rather 
severe  stab  in  the  back,  which  was  evidently  meant 
ibr  a  death  blow,  but  failed  in  its  object  by  his 
suddenly  changing  his  position, 
r  Blood  was  profusely  flowing — the  women  fought 
with  desperate  fury  without  caring  as  to  which  side 
they  had  for  opponents,  so  that  it  was  but  a  general 
row  ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  first  lieutenant  of  an 
English  man-of-war  brig  then  lying  in  the  harbour, 
hastened  with  his  armed  boats  to  the  island,  that 
tlie  tumult   was  quelled,   and  the  convicts  sent 
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the  men  bad  not  run  away  so  as  to  reduce  the 
strength  of  the  crew,  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
sent  him  on  board  the  sloop  of  war ;  all  this  was 
endured  with  ill  suppressed  impatience,  and  trea-^ 
sured  in  memory. 

At  length  the  watering  was  completed,  and  the 
Juliana  with  her  living  freight  of  sin  again  stood 
out  to  sea.  But  who  that  saw  those  white  sails  glisten- 
ing in  the  sun,  and  filled  with  the  breath  of  heaven; 
who  that  beheld  the  handsome  vessel  with  her 
colours  flying  as  she  passed  the  fort  of  Santa  Cruz, 
would  have  deemed  that  she  held  so  many  aching 
hearts  within. 

.  Yet  onward  went  the  gallant  bark ;  the  Sugar- 
loaf  was  left  astern,  Morris's  Islands  were  rounded, 
and  away  she  danced  over  the  blue  waters,  as  if 
glad  to  be  once  more  upon  the  wide  ocean.  But 
the  captain's  confinement  relaxed  the  necessary 
restraints  that  discipline  imposes;  the  chief  mate 
lA^as  too  quiet  and  easy  to  keep  the  men  under  a 
proper  subjection,  and  though  the  soldiers  were 
vigilant,  yet  intoxication  and  consequent  distur- 
bance became  very  prevalent.  A  great  quantity  of 
ardent  spirits  had  been  smuggled  aboard  —  the 
aquadiente  of  Kio  Janeiro,  as  pernicious  and  mad- 
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aurthly  tofmetit,  and,  if  youVe  wise  and  honest,  of 
ig^n  having  the  wife  and  childer  foand  you. 
<^No,'  says  you,  ^it  was  like  killing  the  sowl  ctf  me  to 
fMUt,  but  though  I  hare  a  chance  to  meet  you  all 
MgtiiXy  yet  111  murther  both  sowl  and  body  with  the 
bftstely  dthrink.' '" 

<<  Oh  !  then  it's  yourself,  Murtoch,  ai  has  the 
way  wid  yer^  any  how,"  answered  Shamus,  **  shure 
an  the  praste  in  his  vestments  couldn't  howld  a 
candle  to  yoti.  Any  one  may  see  yer  a  born  gen- 
tleman, and  makes  meself  no  better  than  a  baste 
ibrenent  you  in  rq;ard  o'  the  raurthering  cratur — 
bed  luck  to  it."" 

^<  Blame  yourself  and  not  the  liquor,  Shamus,'^ 
returned  Murtoch,  *^  it's  well  you  know  the  liquor 
would  not  come  to  you  if  you  did  not  go  to  that«— 
you  may  as  well  blame  Botany  Bay  fDr  our  being 
thransported.'' 

^  Still,  Murtoch,  it's  all  fair  to  curse  the  cause  of 
your  throuble;  an  shure  the  poteen  has  been  the 
Muse  of  throuble  to  me,^  responded  the  other. 

^*  How  aisily  a  man  deludes  himself  as  to  causes," 
argued  Murtoch,  ^^  we'd  rather  lay  the  fault  upon 
any  other  thing  than  ourselves.  Shamus,  if  you 
aspect  us  to  succeed  in  the  affair  we've  talked  ot^ 
you  must  keep  sober ;  you  must  indeed.*^ 

VOL.  III.  o 
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"  Well,  then,  by  the  sc 
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will,  out  mi  out  after  this 

^^^^^^^1 

his  compwiion ;  "  shure  ( 
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I  dido't." 
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"  But  you  make  a  rest 
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MurLoch,  "  you  say  afte 
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1                               inran  to  indulge  yourself  i 
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the  dhrop  that's  left  in  t 
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'ud  wet  the  eye  of  a  mole 
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Murtoch  shook  his  hea 
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once.      Bemeniber  the  i 
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made,  and  be  ready  ever 
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■                                             "  By  me  conscience  ai 
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as  he  turned  to  depart,  " 
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"  There  goes  a  specit 
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ment ;  they,  haye  no  future  tenses  in  tbeir  nicxxU, 
Myd  beoome  the.prsy  of  harpiee  who  batten  on  their 
firedulity.  tOh,  Ireland^  Ireland!  why  do  your 
hard-hearted  rulers  degrade  your  brave  eons,  and 
debase,  your  lovely  daughters  f  *—  Solely  because 
whilst  kept  ignorant  and  besotted  they  more  aisily 
enslave  your  minds^  so  as  to  govern  yoa^with  a  rod 
of  inm..  Oh,  my  counthry  !  my  very  heart  bleeds 
tar  your  wrongs,  and  the  wrongs  of  your  childther, 
dthriven  to  det^ieration  in  defence  of  their  religion 
and  their  homes,  and  then  torn  by  the  cruel  fiangs  of 
what  is  called  the  law,  from  all  they  love  for  ever." 
*^He  paused,  resumed  his  position,  leaning  over 
the  bows,  and  pressing  the  palms  of  his  hand  upon 
his  forehead,  looked  apparently  on  vacancy.  But 
the  chord  had  been  touched  that  thrilled  upon  his 
soul,  and  its  vibrations  increased  as  the  breath  of 
memory  swept  over  the  harp  of  thought.  ^^  Oh» 
Ellen,  Ellen  !^'  he  mentally  ejaculated,  ^^  the  love 
of  liberty  is  strong  within  me— *yes,  of  that  liberty 
wbidi  my  Maker  gave,  and  my  fellow-man  has  de- 
prived me  of !  Oh  it  struggles  in  my  breast— it 
nerves^— it  fills  me  out !  BUen,  I  must — I  will  be 
five  for  the  sake  of  those  destitute  orphans  you 
have  left  behind.    Blessed  spirit,  thy  consoling  and 

o  2 
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'*  If  the  breeze  holds,  it  will  be  only  a  few  days 
at  the  most,*^  answered  Woolmer,  *^  but  Susan  will 
inform  you  of  every  thing ;  only  tell  me,  are  you 
still  determined  V* 

**  Ay,  by  Heaven,  am  I !"  fervently  qaculated 
the  other,  his  whole  countenance  lighted  up  by 
pleasure ;  **  do  you  attend  to  your  poition  of  our 
engagement,  you  shall  find  no  flinching  from  me 
%  and  those  who  share  my  confidence ;  we  are  all  pre- 
pared, and  shall  be  ready  at  a  moment'^  warning.'^ 

c<  Very  good,"  returned  Woolmer ;  "  Susan  is 
coming  up ;  she  has  something  to  communicate  to 
you ;  henceforward  she  must  be  the  channel  for 
future  correspondence.  Command  your  feelings 
better  than  you  have  done,  and  keep  a  bright  look 
out  to  windard." 

Tlie  second  mate  walked  away  as  the  boatswain 
came  up.  ^^  A  bright  look  out  to  windard,  eh  T* 
said  he,  ^^  and  where'^s  the  use  on  it,  with  so  many 
female  women  aboard.  Let  the  weather  be  ever  so 
fair,  we^re  sure  to  have  a  squall.'* 

"  An  it's  a  thousand  pities  ye  ever  had  a  mother," 
responded  Old  Mdly,  as  she  approached  towards 
him ;  ^'  shure  an  it's  yourself  as  hates  the  women 
heartily.'* 
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life.  Do  not  fear  for  than,  they  know  their  doom 
should  the  opportunity  be  lost,  and  if  once  free ! 
though  they  may  niver  reviait  their  own  home* 
shores,  yet  the  world  will  be  before  them,  to  range 
as  freely  as  the  air.^ 

^'  And  the  short  terms,  Susan,^  inquired  Mur- 
toch,  ^  what  of  them,  are  they  to  be  confided  in? 
Will  they  not  prefer  servitude  with  the  prospect  of 
#   return  at  the  expiraticm  of  the  time  f" 

^<  There'^s  not  been  many  of  them  trusted^*^  an- 
swered the  young  femde,  *'  not  one  more  than  was 
prudent  But  balanee  present  liberty  again  seyen 
years*  slavery  yet  to  come,  and  you  scarce  need  ask 
the  quesdim/' 

'  **  My  brare  girl-— may  Heaven  protect  you,  let 
you  be  where  you  will — and  may  your  lover  ever 
pffove  kind  and  faithful.*' 

*^  He  is  to  be  my  husband,  Misther  Delaney,"^ 
uttered  Susan,  with  evident  gratifieation,  '^  he  has 
pomised,  and  I  know— I  am  vfpe  he  will  not  deh 
cdve  roe;^  remember  the  word  is*^— 

^*  FassnoM  T  whispered  Delaney,  *<  it  is  stamped 
on  the  inmost  eore  of  my  heart,  Susan,**  his  look 
was  bold  and  firm  as  she  left  him ;  ^^  Ay,  free- 
bom  OB  0K4TH  V 
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pected  that  the  weapcm  which  had  entered  bis  body 
bad  been  previously  steeped  in  some  deleterious 
liquid — at  all  events,  he  suffered  at  times  the  most 
excruciating  pain,  which  was  not  allayed  or  dimi- 
nished by  the  extreme  nervous  irritability  of  the  man. 

There  he  reclined  upon  his  sofa,  alone,  and  ren- 
dered more  impatient  at  the  restraint  imposed  upon 
him  by  hearing  the  sounds  of  merriment  above  his 
head ;  his  Dulcinea  had  left  him,  to  foot  it  away 
with  his  good-looking  steward^the  bell  had  been 
rung  several  times,  but  had  been  disregarded,  and 
he  laid,  venting  imprecations  against  the  women, 
the  Portuguese,  the  doctor,  in  fact  every  thing,  and 
every  body,  but  himself. 

It  was  just  as  a  sharp  twinge  from  the  lacerated 
part  had  produced  a  cry  of  impatience  that  Old 
Molly,  apparently  about  three-parts  intoxicated, 

« 

intruded  herself  upon  his  unprotected  presence. 
Where  she  had  emerged  from  was  rather  a  mystery, 
but  as  she  was  not  heard  to  descend  the  ladder, 
•  there  was  reason  to  believe  she  had  been  visiting 
the  berth-places  of  the  soldiers,  through  a  door  of 
communication  between  the  decks,  that  according 
to  orders  was  never  to  be  left  unguarded ;  the  idea 

I 

struck  Benson,  that  in  the  passing  hilarity  of  the 
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nuMnent  diacipline  had  beco 
and  that  some  mischief  v&s 

"  What  brought  you  hei 
vehemence,  as  the  grinning 
seying  with  mock  gravity. 

"  Oh  then,  captain  dar 
meself  as  you  sihruck  dowi 
luck  to  it,  as  is  come  to  visi 
achree !" 

Tlie  csasperaled  captdn 
caused  by  lue  own  intempe 
full-mouthed  oath,  and  thei 
sight,  you  drunken  old  haj 
filthy  wretch,  or  by  Heave 
down,  but  do  for  ynu  altog^ 

"  Arrah  nabocklisb,  cap 
crone;  "  by  Heaven  but  yo 
darltn.  It's  jist  a  taste  d 
me,"and  she  walked  tothe 
decanter ;  "  it  ull  be  dthuc 
'  She  helped  herself  to  a  full 

"Quit  the  cabin,  you  deti 
the  captain,  tugging  »t  the 
are  you  all  ?  Steward,  Mi 
he  rose  from  the  sofa,  almo 
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« 

<'  A  prettj  Tookawn  yere  making,  captain,^  said 
IKIolly ;  **  shure  an  tbey^re  all  too  bissy  wid  their 
feet  for  any  soond  to  get  to  their  heads,  barring  its 
the  pipes;  rest  aisey  then,  alanna,  and  don't  fret 
your  heart  on  my  account." 

But  MoUy  was  mistaken,  for  both  the  chief  mate 
and  the  steward  made  their  appearance.  The  festi- 
vities were  ordered  to  cease,  and  CHd  Molly  to  un- 
dergo the  torture  of  the  flour-cask.  The  music  was 
stopped,  the  dancers — (and  not  a  few  of  them  were 
reeisrss)— -openly  muttered  their  dissatisfaction,  but 
applied  themselves  more  diligently  to  the  aqua- 
diente;  nor  were  the  soldiers,  though  generally  the 
most  obedient  men  in  the  world,  backward  in  ex- 
pressing their  discontent  with  the  order,  whilst  they 
quaffed  the  maddening  liqwv  to  an  unusual  excess. 
Nor  was  there  plenty  of  it  wanting,  as  Woolmer 
readily  supplied  it,  from  what  he  called  ^^  his  own 
sea  store/ 

But  the  cessation  of  dancing  was  in  a  great 
measure  atoned  for  by  the  amusement  which  Old 
MoUy  afforded,  though  it  was  not  unmingled  with 
ind^nant  excitement,  as  she  cut  all  manner  of  gro- 
tesque capers  in  her  wooden  chemise.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  continue  long,  for  the  poor  unhappy 
creature  fell,  and  was  so  severely  injured,  that  her 


nitj-^wotild  tixoute  yciQ  bare,  or/'  ireqfidnded'D^ 
kney,  ^  the  poor  old  eveatore  mil  perishi  and  how- 
ever  the  matter  may  be  hushed  up  in  this  world— ^ 
the  eye  of  Crod  will  witness  it  as  a  murder.*^ 

*^  Yoo  are  too  forward  and  bold,  Delaney,'*  said 
^  chief  male ;  *<  but  the  sun  is  on  the  horizon— 
down  with  you  all  to  your  berths — sergeant,  send 
the  prisoners  below."^ 

.  *^  Nay,  then,**  exclaimed  Murtoch  forcibly ;  "  the 
SUB  shall  not  set  upon  so  horrible  a  deed,  and  what* 
ever  may  be  the  result,  I  will  prevent  it ;"  he  whis- 
tled shrilly,  and  the  summons  was  instantly  res- 
ponded to ;  ^^  women,^  he  shouted,  ^*  go  to  the  cap- 
tain, and  intercede  for  one  of  your  own  sex*"" 

At  this  moment  Benson  himself  appeared  upon 
the  quartor  deck  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  and 
met  the  women,  who  were  crowding  aft;  whilst 
Murtoch  with  a  hammer  drove  off  the  hoops  of  the 
cask,  and  released  Old  Molly  from  her  confinement. 
He  then  confided  her  to  the  care  of  Susan,  and 
stood  with  folded  arms,  awaiting  what  would  next 
occur. 

.  ,^  Call  out  the  guard,"  shouted  the  captain — 
*'  down  with  you — down  to  your  berths  every  one, 
or  1^11  send  some  of  you  to  perdition.  Mr.  Brailup, 
Mc  Woolmer,  come  alt  here^  and  stand  by  your 
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Ms  pistds,  he  snapped  the  trigger— there  was  a 
nsere  flash  in  the  pan,  but  no  discharge. 

Delaney  stood  unmoved,  and  a  smile  of  contempt 
passed  over  his  fine  features.  "  Thry  the  other,  cap- 
tahi,"  said  he,  <^  you'll  find  it  go  off  just  as  well  (^ 
he  gave  another  shrill  whistle,  and  the  whole  of 
the  mutineers  came  aft.  **  This  man  will  not  be* 
lieve  that  bis  oammand  has  terminated,'*  observed 
he^  addressing  them — *^  cannot  you  convince  him  ? 
but  do  it  with  respect." 

A  loud  cheer  was  the  response,  in  which  the 
wcmien  heartily  joined,  and  Benson  found  himself 
wholly  deserted,  even  by  the  females  he  had  treated 
with  kindness.  They  were  also  about  to  become 
clamorous,  and  more  than  two  or  three  voices  were 
raised  in  threats  and  imprecations,  when  a  stem 
** Silence!^  from  Delaney  quelled  the  tumult: 
**  we  have  not  all  assembled,^  continued  the  convict, 
and  again  he  whistled,  at  the  very  moment  that 
the  soldiers,  without  any  offensive  weapons,  rushed 
upoi^  the  seamen,  and  a  battle-royal  with  fists 
ensued,  in  which  the  women  bore  a  very  prominent 
port. 

Benson,  agonized  as  he  was,  tried  his  other 
pistol,  which  was  equally  unfaithful ;  then  grasp- 
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mand  an  adTance^when  the  seamen,  having  Collected 
whatever  mifisQes  they  could  lay  their  hands  on, 
presented  themselves  on  the  quarter-deck,  having 
got  aft  under  cover  of  the  booms  and  boats.  At 
first,  the  lieutenant  indulged  a  hope  that  the  tars 
would  dose  with  the  soldiers,  and  thus  enable  him 
to  rush  on  the  convicts,  who  would  forbear  firing 
lest  they  should  injure  their  friends ;  but  Wool* 
iner,  who  headed  the  party,  was  too  wary  to  commit 
himself,  and  after  a  second  and  third  summons, 
the  soldiers  were  ordered  below,  whilst  their  officer 
kept  the  deck,  defying  the  rebels  to  their  teeth. 

But  the  point  at  which  they  aimed  was  fiilly 
gained  ;  the  ship  was  in  possession  of  the  convicts ; 
and  Murtoch,  raising  the  still  prostrate  body  of 
Captain  Benson,  found  he  was  a  corpse.  At  what 
period,  or  from  what  particular  cause  he  had 
expired,  was  unknown,  as,  except  his  old  wound, 
he  had  neither  bruise  nor  scar ;  his  lifeless  form 
was  conveyed  to  the  cabin,  and  a  few  minutes 
afiterwards  was  followed  by  that  of  poor  Old  Molly, 
who  had  probably  jrielded  up  her  breath  about  the 
same  moment  of  time. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  gratification  of  the 
women,  as  the  prospect  of  freedom  opened  before 
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ivoiild  act  in  oaooert,  and  would  be  pffonpt  to  take 
fdvantage  of  any  and  every  epportuDitf  affonkd 
them  to  lecorer  posMadoD  of  the  vesael,  in  whi^ 
eaie»  not  only  would  their  punishinente  be  aeveie^ 
bttt  numbers  must  expect  to  end  their  lives  upon 
thegibbet. 

The  remonstrance  ,bad  a  good  effect ;  the  most 
depraved  in  existence-^however  they  may  peiv 
Mudly  despise  and  hate  those  who  are  superior  to 
themsdves  in  ukmhI  character^— will,  nevertheless, 
feel  overawed  by  the  influence  th^  are  enabled  to 
diffuse  ;  and,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  will,  perhaps 
rductantly,  yield  to  it.  There  is  always  an  in* 
nate  sense— a  never-djring  principle  within— -even 
amongst  die  most  hardened — that  assumes  a  power 
over  the  mind-<-the  sovereignty  of  virtue  over  vice ; 
and  in  this  instance,  though  the  females  were  all 
tainted  and  degraded,  yet  there  were  distinetiona— > 
Ae  resuk  of  conduct  among  them— that  fdboed 
tome  faiflnitdy  Ugher  in  esteem  than  others ;  and 
fUlowing  Mortoch*s  advice,  Aey  obtained,  the 
mastery  over  those  violent  and  distanpered  spiriu 
evhich  cared  but  little  for  future  retribution  or 
destmetion,  so  that  they  might  indulge  in  preKnt 
intemperance.  Lsm- 
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By  Woolmer's  directioiis  the  course  of  the  ship 
was  changed  more  to  starboard  to  make  Cape  Santa 
Maria,  in  order  to  run  for  the  river  Plate,  and  the 
breeze  seemed  to  favour  their  intentions.  It  was 
about  daybreak  on  the  f(dk>wing  morning,  and 
Wodmer  was  walking  the  deck,  when  the  surgeon 
made  his  appearance  with  "  Good  morrow,  sir, 
the  wind  is  freshening." 

**  It  is,"  replied  the  second  mate,  somewhat 
austerely,  *^  and  as  she  is  travelling  at  least  eight 
knots,  I  hope  to  be  snugly  at  anchor  this  evening." 

**  At  anchor  V  exclaimed  the  astonished  surgeon, 
**  what  do  you  mean  by  being  at  anchor  ? — are  we 
making  for  any  port,  then  P*^ 

<<  We  are  running  in  for  the  river  Plate,^'  re> 
turned  Woolmer,  carelessly ;  *^  I  expect  to  make 
the  land  every  minute.** 

<*  I  fear  I  was  a  little  overtake  last  night,'^  re- 
iooarked  the  surgeon.  ^However,  Christmas-day 
oomes  but  once  a-year,  and  ifs  a  sad  heart  that 
never  rgoioes.  My  head  is  sadly  out  of  order, 
and  I  have  laboured  under  some  strange  and  be- 
wildering dreams ;  in  fact,  Vve  got  the  hMTors 
iqpon  me,  and  must  go  into  the  cabin  tar  a  dose,  fa 
ensure  a  steady  band.    Is  the  captain  asleep?*' 
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-^.  Ye$9^  answered  Woolmeiv  scdenraly^  ^  sound 
A9lQ^f>— rh)s  bodily  rest  has  never  befoine  been  sd 
<)liiet  as  it  is  now." 

-^  <<  I'm  heartily  glad  of  it»^  said  tke  surgeon^ 
with  evident  satisfiurtion,  *^  that  wound  of  his  may 
give  you  a  lift  yet,  before  we  get  back  again ;  I 
was  afraid  when  I  awoke  that  it  might  have  been 
troublesome,  and  he  had  sent  for  me»  Do  you 
know  whether  this  was  the  case  ?^ 

*^  I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  he  has  never  sent 
for  you,"  returned  the  other*  *^  Poor  Old  Molly 
Malone  required  your  help«  and  you  refused  to 
turn  out" 

<*  Does  the  captain  know  it  P*  inquired  the  sur^ 
geon,  with  some  little  alarm,  for  he  was  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  condition  in  which  he  bad  retired  to 
his  cot. 

*^  Yes,  I  believe  he  was  aware  of  it)"  returned 
Woolm^ ;  ^*  but  you  have  nothing  now  to  iqf^pre* 
hend  upon  that  score — it  was  through  the  captain^* 
obstinacy,  and  I  may  add  unrelenting  crusty, 
that  she  sustained  her  injury.^' 

.".Mr.  Woolmer— Mr.  Woolmer,"  remonstrated 
tha  surgecm,  **  you  should  not  speak  so  disrespect* 
fully  of  your  commander^  especially  in  my  presence. 
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knowing  that  it  would  be  my  duty  to  report  it  to 
him." 

"  You  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  do  so,  rir,"  ex- 
claimed the  second  mate,  with  a  show  of  indiflmnce 
and  independence  that  surprised  the  profesrional 
man. 

"  No— no,  Mr.  Woolmw,  I  will  not  breed  mis- 
chief in  the  ship,*^  responded  the  doctor ;  ^  but 
you  should  be  guarded  in  what  you  say.  How- 
ever, let  it  rest.     Is  Old  Molly  much  hurt  ?" 

*'  She  was,"an8wered  Woolmer, "and  that,  too, 
very  seriously.     If  you  wish  to  see  her,  and  are 
going  down  into  the  cabin,  you  will  find  her  there  . 
alongside  the  skipper." 

"  Come,  now !  that's  a  good  joke,"  said  the  sur- 
geon ;  "  almost  as  good  as  you're  telling  me  thfit 
we  are  running  for  the  Plate.  Molly  and  Captain 
Benson  alongside  of  each  other ;  really  you  are  a 
strange  man,  Mr.  Woolmer— -a  very  strange 
man!'' 

"  You  will  find  it  true,  nevertheksa,''  urged  the 
other;  "  there's  no  accounting  fer  fiuicj,  you 
know." 

*<  Nonsense  ^  nonsense,  man,"  exckimod  the 
doctor,  impatiently ;  "  you  mustn't  think  yen  can 
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make  me  believe  such  a  things  However,  I  must 
get  a  nip  of  the  dog  that  bit  me,  and  will  just  look 
at  the  captaia;  he  may  be  awake,  and  prompt  at- 
tention so  early  may  erase  remembrance  of  last 
night's  indiscretion." 

Quitting  the  second  officer,  the  surgeon,  with  a 
light   step,  descended  the  companicm-ladder,  and 
noiselessly  entered  the  cabin.     The  light  of  day 
was  just  breaking  in  at  the  windows,  and  caused 
a  series  of  vacillating  shadows,  in  the  continued 
motion  of  the  ship,  so  as  to  appear  to  the  eye  of 
the  Rurge(Hi  a  sort  of  misty  vapour  in  restless  agi- 
tation.    He  listened  for  a  moment,  but  all  was  per- 
fectly tranquil;    and  a  shudder  crept  over  his 
frame  at  the  death-like  silence.     He  approached 
the  sideboard  and  helped  himself  to  a  dram  from 
the  same  decanter  that  had  cost  poor  Old  Molly 
her  existence.     He  then  advanced  to  the  sofa, 
which  was  ni^tly  converted  into  a  bed-couch  for 
the  captain  to  sleep  upon;    he  softly  whispered, 
<<  Are  you  awake,  Captain  Benson  ?"  but  no  an- 
swer was  returned.     He  then  observed  that  the 
sheet  was  drawn  over  the  head  so  as  to  impede  the' 
breathing,  and,  as  he  gently  removed  it  back,  he 
became  aware  that  there  were  indeed  two  persons 


midst  of  his  trepidstioi] 
Igo!  To-hoy .'"  but  tbei 
puBiiB  hit  hand  over  th 
Mtisfied  that  both  had  Ic 
*  A  cdd,  adi  ahuddei 
faculties,  fiir  a  momnit, 
intcotly  od  the  bodiea,  « 
a  limb,  or  to  utter  «  ^ 
Ubouring  under  the  oh 
that  he  fdt  a  hand  lak 
beard  a  voice  uttering,  ii 
debt  of  nature  has  been  j 
DO  disdocdco.*    He  tun 

*'  What  are  you  dnng 
auqeon,  hastily ;  "  boir 
canfinement  ?  The  deatl 
mot  relax  the  cocdi  of  dii 

(•  Nor  ahall  it,  «*  u 
retunedDdaney.  '*Ibe 
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ftwcre^  sir,  that  the  JuliaAa  has'  changed  tnaii' 

-^  It  follows  as  a  natural  consequence,**  said  the 
doctor^  **  the  captain  being  deceased,  the  commaxfd 
derolves  upon  the  chief  mate/' 

•*Oh  no,  no,"  shouted  the  person  allude  to, 
from  his  state-iDom ;  ^  the  men  have  mutinied— 
the  convicts  have  the  upper-hand — the  soldiers  are 
all  confined  below,  aind^— 

**  We're  running  into  the  River  Plate,'*  ex  * 
claimed  the  surgeon,  calling  to  mind  what  Wool- 
mer  had  said ;  and,  taking  up  the  clue,  ^^  I  see  it 
all  now.  But,  Delanej,  I  did  not  expect  sudi 
donduct  from  yoii.  What  chance  can  you  have 
for  escape ;  and  what  Will  become  of  you,  if 
taken  ?•* 

•«  I  have  considered  everything,  sir,"  returned 
Delaney,  respectfully.  **  To  you  I  am  indebted 
for  many  acts  of  kindness;  but  I  am  an  injul-ed 
and  an  innocent  tnan-^the  victim  of  a  vindicdve 
hate.  I  may  lose  my  life^  but  there  are  living 
ihose  who  owe  their  existence  to  me,  and  who  are 
entitled  to  large  property.  The  risk  I  run  I  know 
to  be  great ;  but  stiU  there  are  the  calls  of  duty  as 
well  as  of  freedom,  and  I  obey  their  voice.'' 

VOL.  III.  p 
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were  the  women  bac^w 
mioed  spirit  of  renste 
faling  wai  gnatly  ioc 
tbej  nade  the  land,  wai 
awidutdafMRldonad 
fiance— intoziatian  m] 
infuruted  beii^  talked 

Af  •OGO  u  darkneai 
and  UdaaqTi  unpsceiT 
jolly-boat  tram  the  dai 
pRpated  with  a  ploil 
that  woe  banded  out  of 
and  another  fanak^  dc 
three  men  ibOowed,  a 
to  her  &le.  No  other 
her  than  the  eridenoe 
Bank,  abam  M«Bte  Vk 

The  tide  was  nu^ 
party  already  named  dr 
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daiperate  hetnga^gi^tr^wiigr  la  the  indidgeBfi^of  the 
j^utMihrnauLpummsy^md^  lengibi  urim  the 
MOW  rt!ooi^i.traiiqmli3r^  the  .socney.munceijr  a 
limMii,  mffied  llie-iuifner^  the  woten. .  All  nw 
B|ttt^aii4€alQi^  MidpnabnleM. 
i!rWo(diiier.;aBd';:I)diiieji  ddbated  as.to  the.btit 
plan  to  be  pumKil,  but  they  had  oome  to  no  dtd^ 
IJM».^faeo.tlie]tdbcQmreda  lai^  deop  at  andior 
right  m  .their,  tvack.  'All  thiee  wtte  well  anned^ 
aid  aa  there  ifas^every.'ptxibabilitjr  that,  in  m  traoN 
(pdlftfliglit,  noiinevimki  be  upon  the  look-oat, 
dM7  detenained  to  board  her.  Their  eoigeetvirea 
aoare  eoniictif-4hc7  met  with  no  oppoeitioR.  'A 
iMgfo^,  who  laid  adeep  abaft,  looked  op  in  amato. 
menl  idien  they  roused  him;  but  he  ^quietly  bad 
hioiadfdowii  .again,  sdien  the  steward,  who  ciMiId 
afnak*  a  little.  Spanish,  told  him  that  no  lumn  waa 
Sntanded^:  The.noiasi^  however,  bnou^t  the  eap- 
lain'on  deck,  and  with  mudi  difficulty  they  Iriade 
ldln»:iiildevttaad  that; they  belonged  to  a  ship  then 
in  the  river,  and  wanted  to  get  up  to  Buwas 
Ayrffl»i  or  anywhere  else,  that ,  would  ^  cnsare  them 
sa(^ty«:J• 

:::  The  sloop  aw  bound  to  Bueooa  Ayies,  and  the 
4)iptaii|  agit^  .to  ialie  them,  on^^^ondition  (tfrsa- 
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the. whale-fishery.  But  Murtoch  did  not  calcuUte 
Hhe  lengtb.of  time  that  this  would  occupy.  Month 
alter  month  rolled  away,  and  the  craft  was  not  ftil) 
when  she  was  wrecked  on  a  reef  of  rocks  niear  a 
fOtMi  uninhabited  island,  and  every  soul  perished 
bul  Delaney  and  two  others.  Here  they  remained 
for  upwards  of  a  year  and  a  half,  having  during 
that  time  collected  a  great  quantity  of  seal  skins, 
when  a  Manilla  ship,  for  Lima,  took  them  off,  pur^ 
dhased  their  skins,  and,  being  shortr4ianded,  was 
^ad  of  their  services  to  navigate  the  vessd. 

From  Lima,  Delaney  procured  a  passage  round 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  he  found  Wocdmer  and 
Susan  established  in  a  large  house  for  the  enter- 
tainment and  lodging  of  seamen ;  and  the  stewaid 
was  doing  extremdy  well  as  a  dealer  in  hides  and 
tallow.  They  gave  him  and  his  shipmates  a  most 
pofdial  welcome,,  and  about  two  months  afterwardu 
they  all  three  signed  articles,  for  a  fine  ship  bft- 
i^gfig^ngtt0  the  United  States,  bound  to  New  York, 
jvb^re^  after  a  tedious  voyage,  they  arrived  in 
fifiely.  Delaney's  desire  was  to  hasten  back  tp 
laelandy  and  jwosecute  his  inquiries  for  his  mte 
$Dd  children.  For  diis  purpose  he  embarked  in  a 
fichoonet  for;  the  West  Indies ;  but  here  agaiA  hifi 
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the  Pisendi  flcety  and  Murtoeh  wai  about  turelve* 
manths  afterwardS'  landed  at  Btee^  0^  prisoner  of 
war.  ^  Onee  more  eong^ed  to  duranoey  his  mind 
nearly  gave  way  under  the  pressure  of  aceumu** 
lated*d]sastiflr8  that  almost  broke  his  hearts 

Yet  still  the  thoughtsoT  his  EJUte and  her  cfaiU 
dreiiy  and  the  hope  ai  meeting  them  sgain,  buoyed 
him  up  fipom  utter  despdir.  He  esdi^ed  from  the 
fortress  at  Brest,  and  after  encountering  innume* 
rslile  diflcttlties,  he  contrived^,  by  pasfling^  himself 
off  as  a  Spaniard  (his  oonfinement  in  a  Spanish 
prison  had  made  him  fiuniliar  with  the  language), 
to  readi  a  neutral  pcMTt ;  and  in  time^  by  means  of  a 
smuggling  vessel,  he  effected  a  safe  landing  in 
England.  CHrcumstanoes  led  him  to  London, 
where  Lilybum  was  then  in  high  repute  as  a 
barrister;  Ibr  notwithstanding  the  eccentricity  of 
the  man,  he  neither  wanted  for  penetration  nor 
acuteness;  and  as  he  was  really  inde&tigable  jn 
whatever  he  undertook,  he  had  gained  several  imr 
portani  causes.  Desirous  of  obtaining  legal  advice, 
Murlooh  had  inquiied  for  an  abb  lawyer,  and  was 
recommended  to  the  et4eoa$U  captain  of  the  Bol^ 
phin,  who^  on  hearing  his  case,  and  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  localities,  determined  personaliy 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

"  Such  smiliog  rogues  as  these^ 
Like  rats,  oft  bite  the  holy  cords  in  twain, 
Too  entrinsicate  t'  onloote.*' 

Lear. 

Pkoud  wa«  Murtoeh  of  his  son,  and  though 
deeply  grieved  at  the  oonviotion  that  he  should 
never  again  in  •  this  life  behold  the  wife  he 
had  so  ardently  and  fondly  loved,  yet  the  thoughts 
that  his' children  were  preserved  to  him,  and  both 
in  such  honourable  stations,  could  not  fail  to 
soothe  the  keen  distress  which  he  would  otherwise 
have  experienced. 

Oh !  it  is  a  rich  feeling  of  the  human  heart  after 
years  of  storms  and  perils,  with  danger  on  the  one 
hand,  and  affliction  on  the .  other— when  alnaost 
wrecked  and  without  a  single  hope  to  ding  to ;'  oh  ! 
it  is  a  rich  feeling  to  contemplate  a  haven  of  rest 
and  peace^  and  Murtoeh  with  his  sanguine  tefnperar 
ment  enjojred  it  to  the  full. 

A  summons  from  Feaghan,  and  they  joined  the 

party  in  tlie  covered  recess  of  the  holy  well.     Two 

p8 


:W^ 


HAHILTON  KUie.  338 

Gdrndios^   his   wayv  I  ^Snp>  '^^  .bee»  i^afjr 


_-  t,  .  . 


ti'.l.'  V 


-7^  Mothii^  then,  it's  otf  erooked-  heis,'^  rosved 

laimy. 

'  '^^^  PflMce^  my  friend-K-I  meant  no  joke^^  returned 

lilybum,  seriouslj;  ^^  the  subject  ^^juatioo^is  of 

too  ioleilBn  m  natune  to  be  trifled  witk'^ 

**  As}tto  shdlsmply  find  it,^'  exdaimed  a  voice 
Aram  the  entrance  to  the  cayem ;  ^  surrender  ererjr 
soul  of  you  in  the  king's  name.'^ 
''^*  Ocb,  then,  it's  so^dd  we  are,""  shouted  Larry, 
as  be  sprang  fiinrard,  flourishing  his  stick,  but  he 
was  restrained  by  Feaghan. 

**  To  whom,  and  for  what  are  we  to  surrender  ?"" 
inqidied  Lilybum,  proudly ;  <^  I  am  a  fre^txam 
Englishman ;  moreover  one  of  his  majesty's  coun* 
set.  Produce  your  warrants"-— 
..:««  Does  one  so  learned  in  the  law  require  to  be 
told  diat  warrants  are  not  required  ih  a  pnodaimed 
ifistrict,^  said  another  voioe^  inmically-«>^'  you  are 
httre  bidding  a  seoret  meeting  in  d^ance  of  the 
proclamstion.  There  are  amongst  you^^- 
^^^^  Thtttors  and  murderers  r  shrieked  a  yoke 
scarcely  human,  and  the  next  instant  th6  hunolp* 
backCoriMlius  rushed  forward  in  front.  ^*  Soldiim 
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'^^flenoe !  ye  old  haagj^  exfAmmBd  the  dwatf, 
**  and  bow  camcf  you  at  liberty  ?*' 
■'  *<  Not  tbioagh  tbe  finvour  of  Misther  Comalios 
O'Connor,"  retorted  Bridget  scornfully. 

^<  And  who  are  these  acconpaoying^you  in  your 
Tile  purpoeeB  ?^^  asked  Cornelius,  endeavouring,  in 
the  dimness  of  the  light,  to  scan  the  countenances 
of  the  party. 

In  an  instant,  as  if  acted  upon  by  one  simultfr* 
neous  impulse,  Murtoch,  Feaghan,  and  Hamilton, 
stood  forward,  ^^1  am  your  dder  brother,  Comdios, 
and  ye  well  know  it." 

'^  A  returned  convict  and  an  impostor/'  shouted 
the  dwarf,  as  he  writhed  his  long  white  fingers  in 
his  now  griszled  hair  ;-^'^  Major  Williams,  do  you 
still  refuse  to  do  your  dirty  ?^' 

^*  I  am  here  to  support  the  dvil  power  of  the 
magistrate,^  returned  the  officer  proudly ;  ^^  if  he  is 
wliat  you  state  faim  to  be,  hand  him  over  to  ihe 
police." 

^^  And  who  is  this  youth  ?"  inquired  tbe  mortified 
hunchback,  *^  liere  I  suppose  is  some  other  trick«— 
are  you  a  brother  too  ?*^ 

'^  No»  sir,  my  jrdi^onship  is  not  quite  so  near^* 
returned  Hamilton,  bowing;    ^^I  can  but  claim 
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htea^  hmi  not^Aiinie  tlimim  hendf -betweeii  Vttk- 
gfaali  and  the  soldiars.  ^^  i 

V  ^-Howld  l"  abe  exdrnmed^  irith  deroted  etrhett- 
nuBX  ^the  bullet  dwtpierettr  him^imiat'fintgb 
tinougfa  me.*'  '.-?:•     .f: 

Major  Williams  eould  not  witness  such  deTotidii 
)iiiimoved,  and  lie  waa  not  a  Uttk^gsatefol  that  he 
had  been  saved  Aom  per|ieCtatii^  aiash  and  ind»> 
Jmsibie  act*  ^  Beoover  arms^^'  said  fae^  and  'die 
bwn  as  prompdy  obeyed  th^  one  order  ais  the  other. 

><  You  iiSTe  «cted  wisriy,  and  pMfaaps  g^a^ 
Tously,^  said  the  venerable  priest,  oondng  forward 
)lo  the  rdief  of  his  nieoe;  ^ iemVis  it  weak  maiiin 
fais  passim  that  is  to  be  enthmstdd  with  the  in- 
sthnimenta  of  deadip .  Peace,  Anoie,  jewd  1^  fat 
lAne  female  was  pleading  for  his  foibeanmoe;  *<  you 
are  «  good  and  «  bmve  girl,  Annie^  my  bleasiug  im 
your  head.**  He  again  turned  to  the  officer,  ««'It 
IS'  said,  ^  blessed  are  the  mercfful,  fisr  tbey  shaD 
find  mercy,^  its  the  thruth  you  have  heattl  4^ 
flight." 

-*  <«  I  was  perhaps  too  impatient,  sir/*  admitted  th^ 
Mbgort  ^but  you  are  not  awaie  of  the  extent  ^if 
ithe  pfovoeatibfu  That  outlawed  man^  sir,  who*  I 
thought  was  m  eternity— that  man. 


ii 


fiiv 


:  «^'To  th«  liwMr  of  M^  WillMHflAs  I  6aa  ha^ 
iiiK>b)eolian  to  enlrust  it,"  Baid  Feagbaii,  ppodiiiciQg 
the  deafuaenl;  ^^andlteo,"  added  Iiq^  ionnewhat 
pnNidly,  **  Smadier^  the  outlaw^  ttiusl  ttajt  to  he 
ti^ai. before  a  magistrate,  where  I  may  depose  to 
whiob  ie  the  l^al  hdr  of  the  lale  Sir  .Terence 
O^Goimor.  You  will  see,  sir,  that,  hie  Majestj^s 
secretary  of  state  has  granted,  me  perminion  to 
institute  inquiry  on  behalf  of  tfaia  youth,  who  is 
under  the  patronage  of  the  King.  I  did  not  knois 
then  that  his  father  lived,  and  it  was  only  on  this 
spot,  about  an  hour  since,  that  the  discovery  was 
made.  Here^  Major,  is  the  ddest  bom  of  Sir 
Terence  O'Connor,"  pointing  to  Murtoch,  ^and 
here  are  the  evidences  to  prove  the  fact." 

«'  An'  iu  God's  thrutb,  ^  Misther  Coraalius,^  ut- 
tered Bridget,  ^*  meself  has  wanted  you  often  an4 
often  that  he  would  come  to  claim  bis  own.  Th^ 
blessed  Mary  saw  the  deed  when  the  cluld  was 
stowle^  and.put  the  ^urse  upon  it;  an'  where  is 
yer  own  darleen,  Misther  Comalius^  tht  babe  as 
was  the  deMgbt  of  y^  eyes»  and  the  joy  of  yer 
heinr^- $l^t  grate  :and  grieves  for  the  loss  of  hei:^ 
Oh^.  the  world  is  cowld  and  cheerless  to  them  aa 
has^Qo  jbidpera  and  ye  haide  what  the.praste  said 
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far  inferior  to  tluit  of  d)e  dwkrf,  who  fier«My 
huried  hi*  nepbtw  from  Mm  to  v  vKitatiee^  and 
Moitodi' woidd 'perhaps  have  fldljafi'vaaeiifiee^tb 
Ae  Vincfetive  liate  of  hie  brother,  but  for  the 
ahehJeaj^  of  Larry  liailSbi,  that  fidled  the  de- 
farmed  beihg  to  die  earth. 

<<  Major  WilUams,"  said  the  priest,  as  he  befkt 
Ofer  the  prostrate  man ;  ^WoiiUhit  tiot  bcrfaeCtiKd^ 
for  us  all  to  proceed  to  (y Connor  Hall.  SirTerenee 
here  hat  Ae  right  to'ifatber  it,  and  as  it  k  a  ftmily 
affUr,  mi^  be  it  might  be  quietly' airaaged.  Thft 
soldiers  and  the  police  dsight  gnatd  the  ptadrto 
prevent  our  running  awsy,  though  itsineself's  too 
oldtorutt^  and  then  the  mattbev  thlght  be  duly 
invesdgaled.*' 

'^Your  proposd  satours  of  good  sense,  sir,**  lo^ 
turned  the  M^yor,  ^  of  course  I  «n  ignorant  of 
the  real  state  of  the  occurrences  which  have 'beett 
S|pok«n  ^r  b<it  if  it  is  of  a  family  teture,  1  ten 
hKve  no  ob^ecdoo  that  It  should  bo  annoably^MJu 
ffangad..  We  most,  however,  await  the  lecoiiety 
cf  llw  magistrate,  who  dertaioly  has  brought  the 
punishment  upon  himself.*'  ^t: 

^^(Hi,l^tlw  Cbnudius,  dears^'?  sobbed  Bridget^ 
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between  ^wo  of  the  policonen  who  supported,  hjiOf 
aod  the  whole  body  moved  towards  O^Connor 
Hall.  Exalted  were  the  feelings  of  Hamilton  and 
his  father  as  they  entered  the  abode  of  their  an* 
ee»torB«  and  heard  the  benediction  of  the  priest,  as 
they  passed  over  the  threshold.  Here,  then,  in 
the  same  spacious  vestibule  where  Lilybum  and 
Feaghan  had  first  met,  and  wha*e  Murtoch  had 
been  required  by  Cornelius  to  acknowledge  him« 
self  an  impostor,  they  were  all  assembled— beneath 
its  roof  that  frowned  with  the  same  lofty  grandeur, 
now  as  then  stood  the  undoubted  heir  with  his  son ; 
and  there,  too^  were  the  old  opponents,  as  revenue 
captain  and  smuggler,  acting  in  the  joint  capacity 
of  friends  to  the  injured  and  oppressed,  whilst  the 
groups  of  servants,  peasantry,  soldiers,  and  police, 
gave  a  wild  character  to  the  sp^ae.  Nor  was  the 
person  of  the  aged  Bridget  the  least  prosiinent 
figure  as  she  stooped  between  her  wooden  supports^ 
and  her  €yes  assumed  an  unnatural  glare  like  the 
lastflasbesof  an  expiring:  lamp.  Tbei^  too,  was  the 
^rencr^ble  Father. OTo|^iarty  C9mmaadmg  respect 
from  all  luround  him,  not  only  as  a  minister  of  the 
Catholic  churchy  but  also  in  his  own  individual 
capacity  as  an  honourable  and  upright  mcipber^tf 
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that  threw  a  strong  effulgence  oil  the  white  and 
crimaon.  draperj  df  the  lad/s  drei%  and  the  speo^ 
tacle  was  precisely  of  the  nature  best  calculated  to; 
make  an  impression  oii  the  ignorant  and  Idwijr. 
She  was  descending  the  martfle  steps,  when  Major 
Williams  advanced  to  meet  her,  and  briefly  ex- 
[flained  the  cause  of  the  extraordinaiy  scene  that 
presented  itself  to.  her  view,  and  exhcH*ted  her  to 
retire.     But  the  lady  wai  nothing  daunted ;  she 
boldly  placed  herself  by  the  side  of  her  deformed 
husband,  and  with  her  odour  heightened  byex^ 
citement,  and  her  eyes  flashing  with  rengeanee,  fine 
commanded  the  place  to  be  instantly  cleared.    But 
the  voice  that  had  heretofore  only  required  utter^ 
ance  to  be  obeyed,  for  the  flrst  time  fidled  in  its 
effects.     It  is  true,  the  immediate  servants  of  the 
hall  made  a  show  of  compliance,  but  the  troops 
and  the  police  had  witnessed  the  gross  conduct  of 
the  dwarf,  and  had  heard  the  declaration  of  the 
priest,  wl^bm  4hey  all  revered,  and  therefore  they 
remained  passive    At  length  her  eyes  fdl  npon- 
Mluirice  Feaghan,  who  stood  with  Annie  leaninjf 
qu^bis  arm,  and  her  rage  knew  no  bounds;  Hae' 
revilsd'hini,  as  the  author  of  all  her  miseijrj  aniil^ 
cursed,  die  ^  contemptible  being,  whom  she  iMts* 
doomed  to  call  husband.^' 
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The  defonned  being  trembled  in  every  limb,  his 
haughty  bearing  was  gone,  and  fear  was  stamped 
upon  every  line  of  his  countenance,  whilst  the 
beautiful  being  at  his  side  scowled  upon  him  with 
contempt 

<*  I  am  ill,  Beatrice,''  said  he ;  '^  there  is  a  rag- 
ing fever  in  my  heart." 

'^  And  so  there  was  a  burning  heat  in  the  blood 
of  a  poisoned  father,"  sternly  uttered  Murtoch; 
<<  the  wheel  is  rapidly  revolving — the  deed  is  comb- 
ing home  to  you,  Cornelius ;  and  you  too,  proud 
beauty,  whose  thirst  for  title  and  supremacy  urged 
the  giving  of  the  fatal  draught^' 

This  was  partly  spoken  at  a  venture,  but  it  had  a 
dreadful  eflPect.  The  face  of  Mrs.  O^Connor  became 
convulsed;  with  her  clenched  hand  she  fiercely 
struck  her  husband,  and  then  fell  to  the  floor  in  a 
strong  fit. 

"Convey  her  to  her  room,"  said  the  priest; 
"  and  Annie  dear,*'  for  the  kind  hearted  woman 
had  instantly  tendered  her  ready  aid,  "  you  may 
accompany  her,  and  give  indulgence  to  the  benevo* 
lence  of  your  heart.  Major,  it  is  needless  to  de- 
lay the  recognition— I  here  proclaim  Sir  Terence 
Hamilton  O'Connor  the  rightful  masther  in  this 
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place ;  may  the  Grod  of  Providence  grant  him  eireiy 
blessing  to  enjoy  it.  Men — one  and  all,  know  Sir 
Terence  here  for  the  rightful  baronet ;  the  proofs 
are  too  dear  to  be  disputed.*" 

Alone,  crouching  in  terror  stood  the  youth  wliom 
the  dwarf  had  addressed  as  his  son,  and  Hamilton 
approached  him  with  a  voice  of  soothing  kindness, 
but  he  shrunk  away  to  the  side  of  his  terror-stricken 
parent,  and  then  followed  the  servants,  who  were 
carrying  off  the  inanimate  body  of  his  mother. 

"Cornelius  darleen,*^  uttered  Bridget  implor- 
ingly, "  it  is  vain  to  sthrive  again  'em — ^why  ?  he 
is  your  elder  brother,  born  of  the  same  parents  as 
yerself,  and  there  is  no  denying  it  Och  then, 
spake  Vm  smooth,  avoumeen ;  it  is  mad  she  is-^ 
why  ?  the  throuble  is  on  ye  both,  and  small  blame 
to  the  lady  for  it;  bear  up  like  a  man,  and  the 
storm  will  blow  over.  Sir  Terence  will  be  your 
friend)  and  brother — ** 

"  Ten  thousand  curses  on  his  head,  and  each  the 
heaviest  I  could  wish,**  returned  the  inveterate 
hundiback.  ♦«  Gret  hetice^  vile  hag ;  never  will  I 
resign  the  title  or  estate ;"  and  springing  fwward, 
he  rushed  up  the  stqpt  to  his  owb  aputment 

Servants  are  shrewd  guessers  into  die  aflauv-  of 
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their  employers,  and  as  it  was  evident  there  was 
somethiog  wrong,  without  dearlj  ascertaining  what 
It  actually  was,  they  prudently  ranged  themselves 
with  the  poliqe.  No  one  could  blame  them  for  this, 
and  Major  Williams,  without  taking  part  with  any, 
made  such  disposition  as  would  prevent  any  colli- 
sion within,  or  any  departure  from  the  Hall.  Fea- 
ghan  and  Hamilton,  however,  intreated  permission 
to  return  to  Castle  Toole,  to  tranquillize  the  minds 
of  the  ladies,  but  the  Major  firmly  declined  grant- 
ing the  request,  though  he  immediately  despatched 
a  messenger  to  render  every  information  rdative  to 
what  had  taken  place. 

But  few  eyes  were  closed  that  night  in  the  Hall, 
except  those  of  the  soldiers  and  the  police  off  duty ; 
and  though  Feaghan  and  Lilybum  jokingly  re- 
verted to  the  period  when  they  last  sat  in  the  same 
room  together,  conversing  upon  the  mosses  in  the 
mountains,  yet  it  was  the  only  exhiUtion  of  any 
thing  like  mirth  that  transpired  during  the  long 
hours  of  darkness,  and  perhaps  seldom  has  the  smil- 
ing face  of  mom  been  more  cheerfully  welcomed. 

The  sun  had  not  attained  many  degrees  above 
the  hcMrizon,  when  the  whole  party,  except  Cornelius 
and  his  family,  again  met  in  the  vestibule;  and  this 
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time  there  was  a  greater  show  of  order,  expresses 
having  been  despatched  to  no  less  than  three  magis- 
trates, earnestly  requesting  their  early  attendance. 

The  requisition  met  with  prompt  compliance; 
the  three  gentlemen  arrived,  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  carriage  of  the  countess  drove  up,  from  which 
that  lady  herself,  attended  by  two  young  females, 
alighted,  and  entered  the  Hall ;  one  of  the  latter, 
Hamilton  immediately  recognized  to  be  his  sister, 
and  taking  his  father's  hand,  he  led  him  towards 
her.  If  the  interview  between  the  youth  and  his 
parent  had  been  affecting,  this  was  infinitdy 
more  so,  when,  in  the  features  of  Ellen  he  traced 
a  striking  resemblance  to  her  almost  idolized  mo- 
ther. But  this  outpouring  of  nature  was  not  for 
every  eye  to  gaze  upon,  and  the  countess,  with  her 
young  attendants,  withdrew  into  a  parlour,  whither 
they  were  followed  by  the  fiither  and  the  brother, 
and  then  unrepressed  gratification  had  its  fiill  and 
free  enjoyment 

The  companion  of  Ellen  was  a  lovdy  giri,  appar 
rently  three  or  four  years  her  junior,  and  Hamilton 
thought  he  had  never  seen  any  being  more  beautiful; 
but  there  was  something  in  her  oountenanoe  allied 
to  uncertain  reooUeotiaiis  in  his  mind,  that  excited 
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pttnful  emotions,  though  why,  or  wherefore,  be 
could  not  tell.  Whilst  debating  the  quetdoo  with 
himself,  he  drew  towards  her :  but  the  fair  girl  did 
not  wait  for  hb  advances,  she  held  out  her  hand, 
whilst  her  bee  was  crimsoned  with  blushes,  and  her 
head  half  averted,  she  uttered,  ^<  What^  Hamilton, 
do  you  forget  your  fellow-traveller  P'^ 

A  bewildering  sensation  clouded  the  faculties  of 
the  youth  for  a  minute  or  two,  from  which  be  was 
rdieved  by  the  countess,  who  confirmed  the  wonis 
of  the  sweet  girl,  that  she  was  indeed  the  individual, 
who,  under  disguise,  with  her  face  stained,  had 
journeyed  with  him  to  Ireland ;  <<  and,^'  added  >  the 
lady,  ^^  there  is  yet  a  further  surprise  in  store -for 
you ;  in  £ict,  you  must  love  her,  Hamilton ;  must 
be  her  friend,  for  she  is  your  cousin,  whom  Pea- 
ghan,  in  a  moment  of  revenge,  abdueted  from  her 
home,  and  has  brought  her  up  and  educated  her  in 
England,  as  his  own." 

The  unpleasant  sensation  which  had  colouvtd 
Hamilton's  feelings  was  instantly  explained;  the 
fair  gill's  face  was  that  of  the  mother's,  tbougb  of 
course  the  features  had  not  attained  the  maturity 
of  the  latter.  Most  cordially  and  kindly  did  the 
youth  address  the  maiden,  and  strengthened  her 

q3 


HAMILTON  KING.  348 

the  rest  of  the  persons  taken  at  the  holy  well  p^ 
thered  near  her.  The  space  in  front  was  occu- 
pied by  the  troops  and  police  force,  the  servants 
and  retainers. 

'*  Major,*^  said  the  senior  magistrate,  <<  we  are 
in  readiness  to  commmce  inquiries,  may  we  pre- 
sume to  request  the  favour  of  your  sending  fnr  Sir 
Cornelius  ?" 

The  Major  felt  the  awkwardness  of  his  situation, 
for  he  had  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the  dwarf.; 
but  nevertherless,  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  he  directed 
one  of  the  domestics  to  inform  his  master  that  the 
gentlemen  were  awaiting  his  presence.  During 
the  absence  of  the  servant,  the  utmost  silence  pre* 
vailed— not  a  whisper  broke  the  stillness ;  scarce 
a  breathing  was  heard,  and  all  eyes  were  directed 
towards  the  folding  doors  in  expectation  of  the 
entrance  of  Cornelius.  Several  minutes  elapsed, 
and  amongst  some  o£  them  suspence  was  rising 
to  agony,  when  the  footman  hastily  rushed  into 
the  hall,  his  fiice  blanched,  his  limbs  trembling, 
and  with  faltering  accents  he  announced  his  master^ 
death, 

''  The  doom  is  on  him — the  doom  is  on  him,  och 
hone,"  vodfotited  Bridget,  as  she  raised  herself 
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who  had  been  announced  as  the  stolen  child  of 
Beatrice.  **  Your  brother  is  here,  Cornelius,^*  ex- 
claimed Murtoch,  ^^  ready  to  extend  forgiveness  of 
the  past,  and  to  restore  your  long-lost  daughter." 

The  wild  shriek  which  the  wretched  being  gave, 
thrilled  with  horror  upon  every  heart,  as  he  gased 
upon  the  features  of  the  maiden  with  a  look  fiercely 
unnatural.— ^^  Come  nigher,  Murtoch— <x)me  nigher 
Feaghan,  I  am  going<— fast— away .^ 

The  persons  addressed  complied,  both  drew  close 
to  the  dying  man,  who  gave  them  a  scowl  of  fearful 
meaning,  and  then  suddenly  collecting  the  last 
remnant  of  his  strength,  he  drew  his  hands  from 
beneath  the  coverlet,  raised  himsdf  orect,  and  dis- 
charged a  pistol  at  each  of  the  persons  he  had  so 
earnestly  called  to  his  side.  Feaghan  fell  upon 
his  face  a  corpse.  Murtoch  staggered  backward 
severely  wounded,  and  the  dwarf,  with  one  horrible 
yell  of  demoniacal  delight,  expired. 

Awful  was  the  scene  in  that  room  of  death  when 
the  ptt>ud  Beatrice  became  aware  of  the  fate  of  her 
husband ;  but  charity  draws  a  veil  over  the  spec- 
tacle. A  coroner^s  inquest  was  promptly  sum- 
moned, which  led  to  a  rigid  investigation  of  the  case, 
in  which  the  claims  of  Murtoch  were  fully  proved 
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CONCLUSION. 


Young  Hamilton  succeeded  to  the  title  and 
estates  without  exposition;  he  quitted  the  nayy^ 
and,  by  the  aid  of  Lilyburn,  devoted  himself  to 
better  the  condition  of  his.  count  ymen.  Mrs^ 
O'Connor  wad  permitted  to  keep  possession  of  her 
husband's  wealth  on  behalf  of  her  son,  and  with 
him  she  retired  to  Italy ;  but  refusing  to  recognise 
her  newly-found  daughter,  the  young  lady  was 
cherished  as  the  friend  and  oompanicHi  of  {men. 
The  countess  lived  many  years  tp  enjoy  the  society 
of  her  favourite,  who  became,  not  only  from  her 
history,  but  her  beauty,  the  admired  of  the  British 
court.  Father  OTogharty  departed  in  a  good 
old  age ;  whilst  his  niece,  who,  from  the  decease  of 
Feaghan,  had  assumed  the  widow^s  weeds,  followed 
him  in  about  a  month.  Bridget  lingered  but  a 
short  time  in  the  vale  of  tears,  and  at  her  earnest 
request,  she  was  buried  near  the  tomb  of  Dermot 
Delaney.     Larry  Laffan  was  allowed  to  lead  an 


